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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT’S COMPILATION REPORT

Judicial Expense Fund & Families in Need of Services (FINS) Fund
for the Seventh Judicial District Court
Parishes of Catahoula & Concordia, State of Louisiana

Management s responsible for the accompanving financial statements of the govemmental activities of
the Judicial Expense Fund and Families in Need of Services (FINS) Fund of the Seventh Judicial Court,
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2023, which collectively comprise the Judicial Expense Fund
and Families in Need of Services (FINS) Fund of the Seventh Judicial Court’s basic financial statements
as listed m the table of contents. in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted 1n the United
States of America. We have performed a compilation engagement in accordance with Statements on
Standards for Accounting and Review Services promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services
Commttee of the AICPA. We did not audit or review the financial statements nor were we required to
perform any procedures to venfy the accuracy or completeness of the imformation provided by
management. Accordingly. we do not express an opinion. a concluston, nor provide any form of assurance
on these hinancial statements.

Accounting principles generally accepted 1n the Umted States of America require that the management's
discussion and analysis and required supplemental information be presented to supplement the basie
financial statements, Such imformaton. although not a part of the basic financial statements, 15 required
by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers 1t to be an essential part of financial
reporting tor placing the basic financial statements 1n an appropriate operational. economic. or historical
context. Such information is the responsibility of management. The required supplementary information
was subject to our compilation engagement. We have net audited or reviewed the required supplementarv
mformation and do not express an opinton, a concluston, nor provide any assurance on such information,

The supplementary mformation has been compiled from information that 1s the representation of
management. We have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information and accordingly, we do
not express an opinion or provide anv assurance on such supplementary information.

The Vercher Group

Jena. Louistana
June 17. 2024



JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
& FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) FUND
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISHES OF CATAHOULA & CONCORDIA
STATE OF LOUISIANA

MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

As management of the District. we offer readers of the Judicial Expense Fund and Families in Need of
Services (FINS) Fund of the Seventh Judicial District Court’s financial statements this narrative overview
and analysis of the financial activities of the District for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2023 We
encourage readers to consider the mformation presented here 1n conjunction with the Distniet’s financial
statements.

The Management’s Discussion and Analysts (MD&A) 1s an element of the new reporting model adopted
by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) in their Statement No. 34 Basic Financial
Statements — and Management’s Discussion and Analysis — for State and Local Governments ssued June
1999, Certain comparative information between the current yvear and the prior vear 15 required to be
presented m the MD&A.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

e The assets of the District exceeded its liabilities at the close of the most recent fiscal year by
$26.331 (ner position). This 1s a $2 225 decrease trom last year, mainly due to a decrease in
accounts receivable to the amount of $4.188.

e The District had total revenues of $99.876. This 1s a $34.699 decrease from last year’s revenues,
mainly due to a decrease m charges for services in the amount of $21,147 and a decrease 1n grants
in the amount of $19.728.

e The District had total expenditures of $101,785, which 1s a $33.867 decrease from last year's
expenditures. mainly due to an decrease in salaries/personnel costs in the amount of $59 293,

OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

This discussion and analysts 1s intended to serve as an introduction to the District’s basic financial
statements. The District’s basie financial statements consist of two components: 1) fund financial
statements, and 2) notes to the basie financial statements. This report also contains other supplementary
mtormation m addition to the basic financial statements themselves. The Distriet 15 a special-purpose
entity engaged only in governmental activities. Accordingly. enly fund financial statements are presented
as the basic financial statements.

Effective. January 1. 2004, the District adopted Governmental Accounting Standards (GASB) Statement
No. 34. Basic Financral Statements — Management's Discussion and Analvsis — for State and Local
Governments.

See independent accountant’s report
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MD&A

CONTACTING THE DISTRICT'S FINANCIAL MANAGEDMENT

This financial report 1s designed to provide our citizens, taxpayvers, customers. and creditors with a general
overview of the District’s finances and to show the District’s accountability for the money it recerves. It
vou have questions about this report or need additional tnformation, contact Trish Crawford, Judicial
Adminstrator, at phone number (318) 744-5414.

See independent accountant’s report



























JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
& FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) FUND
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISHES OF CATAHOULA & CONCORDIA
STATE OF LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

INTRODUCTION

The Judicial Expense Fund of the Seventh Judicral District Court was established by Act No. 916 ot the
1985 Session of the Loutsiana Legislature and began operating m November of 1986, The Judieial
Expense Fund is controlled by the judge of the Seventh Judicial Distriet Court and was established and
may be used for any purpose connected with, incidental to. or related to the proper administration or
function of the court or the office of the judge thereof, and 1s tn addition to any and all other funds, salaries,
expense. or other monies that were or hereafter will be provided, authorized, or established by law for any
of the atoresand purposes. The Judicial Expense Fund's revenues are dentved from court costs assessed m
criminal cases of the Seventh Judicial District Court and are collected by the shentt.

The Seventh Judictal Dhstrict Court Famihies in Need of Services (FINS) Program was created July 1.
1994 as set torth in Tatle VI, Article 726-790 of the Louistana Children’s Code. The Seventh Judicial
District Court Families in Need of Services (FINS) Program is comprised of the following judicial
components. 7" Judicial District Court.

The FINS program exists 1o all courts in Loutsiana that had juvenile jurisdiction on July 1, 1994, The State
of Leuisiana designed the program to bring together resources for the purpose of helping families (troubled
vouths and thetr parents) to remedy self-destructive behaviors by juveniles and/or other tamily members.
The primary purposes of this program are (a) to use the authority of the courts 1n providing maximum
avatlable services to families 1n need of services and (b) to use formal court proceedings only after all
other alternatives have been exhausted. The goal of the FINS program 1s to reduce formal juvenile court
involvement. while generating appropriate community services to benefit the child and improve family
relations.

The Judicial Expense Fund and Families 1in Need of Services (FINS) Fund are part of the operations of
the district court system. The district court system 1s fiscally dependent on the police jury tor otfice space
and courtrooms. The substance of the relationship between the district court system and the police jury 1s
that the police jury has approval authortty over tts capital budget. In addition. the nature and significance
of the relationship between the district court and the pelice jury 1s such that exclusion from the police
Jury's financtal statements would render the financial statements incomplete or musleading. Therefore.
these funds are component units of the Catahoula Parish Pohice Jury and the Concordia Parish Police Jury,

I+



JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
& FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) FUND
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISHES OF CATAHOULA & CONCORDIA
STATE OF LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
(CONTINUED)

1. SUMDMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

A, GOVERNMENT-WIDE & FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The govemment-wide financial statements (i.e.. the Statement of Net Position and the Statement of
Changes tn Net Position) report information on all of the nonfiduciary activittes of the Judicial Expense
Fund.

The Statement of Activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given function or
segments are offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are clearly dentifiable with a
specific function or segment. Program revenues mclude 1) charges to customers or applicants who
purchase, use or directly benefit from goods. services. or privileges provided by a given function or
segment and 2) grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the operational or capital
requirements of a particular function or segment. Taxes and other tems not properly mcluded among
program revenues are reported mstead as general revenues.

Separate hinancial statements are provided tor governmental funds. All individual governmental funds are
reported as separate columns in the tund financial statements.

B. MEASUREMENT FOCUS, BASIS OF ACCOUNTING, & FINANCIAL STATEMENT PRESENTATION

The government-wide financial statements are reported using the econemic resources measurement focus
and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recorded when camed and expenses are recorded when
a hability 1s incurred. regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Grants and similar items are
recogmzed as revenue as soon as all ehigibility requirements mmposed by the provider have been met.

Governmental fund financial statements are reported using the current financial resources measurement
focus and the modtified accrual basts of accounting. Revenues are recognized as soon as they are both
measurable and avatlable. Revenues are considered to be available when they are collectible within the
current period or soon enough thereafter to pav liabthties of the current period. For this purpose. the
government considers revenues to be avarlable if they are collected within 60 days ot the end of the current
fiscal period. Expenditures generally are recorded when a iability 1s incurred, as under acerual accounting.
However. debt service expenditures. as well as expenditures related to compensated absences and claims
and judgments, are recorded only when payment 1s due.

Fees associated with the current fiscal period are all considered to be susceptible to accrual and so have
been recognized as revenues of the current fiscal period. All other revenue ttems are considered to be
measurable and available only when cash is recerved by the government.



JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
& FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) FUND
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISHES OF CATAHOULA & CONCORDIA
STATE OF LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
(CONTINUED)

The Judicial Expense Fund and Families 1in Need of Services (FINS) Fund report the following
governmental funds.

¢ The General Fund 1s the District’s primary operating fund. It accounts for all financial
resources of the entity, except those required to be accounted for in the FINS fund.

¢ The Fanmihes m Need of Services Fund (FINS) 15 a special revenue fund and s restricted
for activities only related to Families m Need of Services (FINS).

As a general rule the effect of interfund activity has been eliminated from the government-wide financial
statements. Exceptions to this general rule are payments-in-lieu of taxes and other charges between the
government's enterprise operations. Elimunation of these charges would distort the direct costs and

program revenues reported for the vartous functions concerned.

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use. 1t s the District’s policy to use
restricted resources first. then unrestricted resources as they are needed.

Fund Financial Statements (FFS)

The amounts reflected in the General Fund of the Balance Sheet and Statement of Revenues, Expenditures,
and Changes in Fund Balance are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus.
With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liahilities are generally included on the
balance sheet. The Statement of Revenues, Expenditures. and Changes m Fund Balances report on the
sources (1.e.. revenues and other financing sources) and uses (1e.. expenditures and other financing uses)
of current financial resources, This approach 1s then reconciled, through adjustment, o a government-
wide view of the District’s operations. (See the reconciliation statements).

In the Fund Financial Statements. govemmental fund equity 1s classitied as a tund balance. The District
has mmplemented GASB  Statement 54 “Fund Balance Reporting and Governmental Fund Type
Definttions.” This Statement provides more clearly defined fund balance categortes to make the nature
and extent of the constraints placed on a government’s fund balance more transparent. The following
classifications describe the relative strength of the spending constraints placed on the purposes for which
resources can be used:

18



JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
& FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) FUND
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISHES OF CATAHOULA & CONCORDIA
STATE OF LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
(CONTINUED)

a. Nonspendable fund balance — amounts that are not in a spendable form (such as prepaid
expenses) or are required to be mamtained intact:

b. Restricted tund balance — amounts constramed to specific purposes by their providers (such as
grantors, bondholders, and higher levels of government), through constitutional provisions, or
bv enabling legislation:

.

Commtted fund balance — amounts constrained to specific purposes by a government itself
using its highest level of Jecision-making authority: to be reported as commutted, amounts
cannot be used for any other purpose unless the government takes the same highest level action
to remove or change the constraint;

d. Assigned tund balance — amounts a government mtends to use for a specific purpose: intent
can be expressed by the goveming body or by an official or body to which the goverming body
delegates the authority;

¢. Unassigned fund balance — amounts that are available for any purpose, positive amounts are
reported only 1n the general fund.

The amounts retlected 1n the General Fund in the FFS use the moditied accrual basts of accounting. Under
the modified accrual basts of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (re.. when
they become both measurable and available). Measurable means the amount of the transaction can be
determined and available means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereatier to pay
habilities of the current period. The District considers all revenues available 1t they are collected within
60 days after the fiscal year end. Expenditures are recorded when the related tund liabihty 1s incwred.
except for mnterest and prineipal payments on general long-term debt. which 1s recognized when due. and
certain compensated absences and claims and judgments which are recognized when the obligations are
expected to be hquidated with expendable available financial resources, The governmental funds use the
following practices in recording revenues and expendttures:

Revenues
Revenues are recognized when they become both measurable and available to finance expenditures of the
current pertod. “Available”™ means collectible within the current period or within 60 days after year end.

Certain revenues are assessed and collected in such a manner that they can be accrued appropriatelv.

Commissions on the tines and forfeitures are recorded in the year they are collected by the tax collector
and intermediary collecting povernment.

Intergovernmental revenues are recorded when the Distriet 1s entitled to the funds.
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JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
& FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) FUND
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISHES OF CATAHOULA & CONCORDIA
STATE OF LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
(CONTINUED)

Expenditures

Expenditures are generally recognized under the moditied accrual basis of accounting when the related
tund hiability 1s incurred, if measurable.

Equity Classtftcattons — In the Govermment-Wide Financial Statements, equity 1s classified as Net Position
and displayed in three components as applicable. The components are as follows:

Net Investment 1n Capital Assets — Capital assets includmg restricted capital assets. when
apphicable, net of accumulated depreciation,

Restricted Net Position — Net position with constraints placed on their use either by (1) external
groups such as credttors, grantors, contributors. or laws or regulations of other governments or
(2) law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation,

Unrestricted Net Posttion — All other net position that does not meet the detimition of “restricted™
or “net investment in capital assets™.

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Transfers between funds. which are not expected to be repatd, and proceeds from the sale of assets are
accounted for as other financing sources (uses).

C. CAsH & INVESTMENTS (CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT IN EXCESS OF 90 DAYS)
Custodial Credir Risk

Custodial credit risk for deposits 1s the risk that. in the event of the failure of a depository financial
mstitution, the government will not be able to recover its deposits. Under state law, these deposits (or the
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securittes owned
by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit msurance
must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent.

These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank it a holding er custodial bank that
ts mutually acceptable to both parties.





















Judicial Expense Fund & Families in Need of Services
Fund of the Seventh Judicial District Court
Parishes of Catahoula & Concordia
State of Louisiana

Schedule of Compensation Benefits and Other Payvments

to Agency Head or Chief Executive Officer
For the Year Ended December 31, 2023

Honorable Kathy Johnson-Chief Justice

Purpose Amount

Salary (Note 1) $ -0-
Benefits-Insurance (Note 1) -0
Benetits-Retirement (Note 1) -{)-
Benefits (List any other here) -0-
Car Allowance -t)-
Vehicle Provided by Government -0-
Per Diem 708
Retmbursements 2100
Travel R61
Registration Fees -0-
Conference Travel -
Continumy Professional Education Fees 425
Housmy -{)-
Un-vouchered Expenses™ -0)-
Special Menls $ -0-

*An example of an un-vouchered expense would be a travel advance.

Note T+ The Judge 1s an elected official and 15 an employee of the Lowsiana Supreme Court.
The salary and benefits are pid by the Lowsiana Supreme Court.

See independent accountant’s report.
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MANAGEMENT LETTER COMMENTS

During the course of our compilation. we observed conditions and circumstances that may be improved.
Below are situattons that may be tmproved (i any) and recommendations for improvements.

CURRENT YEAR MANAGEMENT LETTER C OMMENTS

Thete are no cutrent year comments,



JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND
& FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) FUND
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
PARISHES OF CATAHOULA & CONCORDIA
STATE OF LOUISIANA

MANAGEMENT’S SUMMARY
OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS

Legislative Auditor
State of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397

The management of the Judicial Expense Fund and Families in Need of Services (FINS) Fund of the
Seventh Judicial District Court, Catahoula and Concordia Parishes. Louisiana have provided the following
action summaries relating to audit findings brought to their attention as a result of their financial audit for
the year ended December 31, 2022

PrRIOR YEAR FINDINGS

No findings to report.
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