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D G 
Independent Auditor’s Report 

 
To the Board of Commissioners 
DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1  
Logansport, Louisiana 
 
Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Opinions 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and the general fund 
of the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1, a component unit of the DeSoto Parish Government, as 
of and for the year ended December 31, 2022, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the District’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.  

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities and the general fund of the DeSoto Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1, as of December 31, 2022, and the respective changes in financial position thereof 
for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America. 

Basis for Opinions 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America (GAAS) and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
section of our report. We are required to be independent of the District and to meet our other ethical 
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the 
audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinions. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation 
of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or 
events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the District’s ability to continue as a 
going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known 
information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.  

Auditor’s Responsibility for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes 
our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore 
is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not 
detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud 
may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 
Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, 
they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements. 
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In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, we: 

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 
fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such 
procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures 
in the financial statements. 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the District’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed. 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the 
financial statements.  

 Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, 
that raise substantial about the District’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable 
period of time. 

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the 
planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related matters 
that we identified during the audit. 

Required Supplementary Information  
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the Management’s 
Discussion and Analysis, the Schedule of Proportionate Share of Net Pension Liability, and Schedule of 
Pension Contributions be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information, 
although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements 
in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to 
the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the 
information and comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the 
basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial 
statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited 
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Supplemental Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively 
comprise the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1’s basic financial statements. The Schedule of 
Compensation, Benefits, and Other Payments to Agency Head or Chief Executive Officer is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not required parts of the basic financial statements.  

Such information is the responsibility of management and were derived from and relates directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements. The information has 
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and certain 
additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying 
accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial 
statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the information is fairly stated, in all material 
respects, in relation to the financial statements as a whole. 
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated July 28, 2023, on 
our consideration of the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1’s internal control over financial reporting 
and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant 
agreements and other matters.  The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion 
on the internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  That report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and in considering the DeSoto Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 1’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 

Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements 
In accordance with the requirements of the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, we have issued a report, dated July 
28, 2023, on the results of our statewide agreed-upon procedures performed in accordance with attestation 
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the standards applicable 
to attestation engagements contained in Government Auditing Standards. The purpose of that report is solely 
to describe the scope of testing performed on those control and compliance areas identified in the Louisiana 
Legislative Auditor’s state-wide agreed-upon procedures, and the results of that testing, and not to provide 
an opinion on control or compliance. 

 
 
Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
 
Mansfield, Louisiana 
July 28, 2023 
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Basic Financial 
Statements- and Management’s Discussion and Analysis – for State and Local Governments

Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide.
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Revenues.

Expenditures.
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Custodial Credit Risk
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Ad Valorem Taxes
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Actuarial Assumptions. 
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Differences between Expected and Actual Experience: 
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Differences between Projected and Actual Investment Earnings 

Changes in Assumptions or Other Inputs 

Changes in Proportion 
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*Amounts presented were determined as of the measurement date of the net pension plan.
This schedule is intended to show information for 10 years. Additional years will be displayed as they become 
available.
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This schedule is intended to show information for 10 years. Additional years will be displayed as they become 
available.
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GOVERNMENT AUDITING 
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D G 
Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on Compliance 

and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  
Government Auditing Standards 

 
DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

 
We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental activities and the 
major fund of the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1, a component unit of the DeSoto Parish Policy 
Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2022, and the related notes to the financial statements, 
which collectively comprise the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1’s basic financial statements and 
have issued our report thereon dated July 28, 2023. 
 
Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1’s 
internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but 
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection 
District No. 1’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Fire 
District’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management 
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, 
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in 
internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity's financial 
statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, 
yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the preceding paragraph and 
was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over financial reporting that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may 
exist that were not identified. We did identify certain deficiencies in internal control, described in the 
accompanying schedule of findings and responses as item 2022-01 that we consider to be a material 
weaknesses. 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1’s 
basic financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could 
have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts.  However, providing 
an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not 
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncompliance that are required to 
be reported under Government Auditing Standards and which are described in the accompanying schedule 
of findings and responses as items 2022-02, and 2022-03. 
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DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1’s Responses to Findings  
 
DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1’s response to the findings identified in our audit was not 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, we 
express no opinion on it. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal 
control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this 
communication is not suitable for any other purpose.  
 
This report is intended for the information and use of the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1, 
management, and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, and is not intended to be and should not be used by 
anyone other than these specified parties. However, this restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of 
this report which is a matter of public record and is distributed by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor under 
Louisiana Revised Statute 21:513.  

 

Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
 
Mansfield, Louisiana 
July 28, 2023 
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DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
Logansport, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Responses 
For the Year ended December 31, 2022 

 
Part I. Summary of Auditor’s Results 
 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT: 
 
We have audited the basic financial statements of the DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 as of and 
for the year ended December 31, 2022, and have issued our report thereon dated July 28, 2023.  We 
conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  Our audit of the financial statements as of 
December 31, 2022, resulted in an unmodified opinion. 
 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER THE FINANCIAL REPORTING: 
 
Internal Control 
 Significant Deficiency        Yes     No  
 Material Weaknesses       Yes     No 
 
Compliance  
 Compliance Material to Financial Statements   Yes     No 
 
A management letter was not issued. 
 
FEDERAL AWARDS 
 
Not applicable 
 
Part II. Findings relating to the Financial Statements which are required to be Reported under 
Government Auditing Standards. 
 
FINDINGS RELATED TO INTERNAL CONTROL 
 
2022-01. Inadequate design of internal control over financial closing and reporting. 
 
Criteria: Management has a duty to maintain controls to ensure financial statements are reliable. Controls 
should be in place to assure that transactions are classified correctly and are complete. 
 
Condition:  Transactions are not recorded to permit preparation of financial statements in conformity with 
GAAP. 
 
Cause:  The Fire District’s staff lacks knowledge necessary to internally complete the adjusting and closing 
entries for financial statement reporting requirements. 
 
Effect: The Fire District’s management and staff may not identify material misstatements in the financial 
statements. 
 
Recommendation: The Fire District should either: 1) obtain the resources and/or knowledge necessary to 
internally prepare the closing and adjusting entries and preparing the financial statements in accordance with 
GAAP, or 2) determine if the cost of 1) overrides the benefit of correcting this control deficiency. 
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FINDINGS RELATED TO COMPLIANCE 
 
2022-02 Noncompliance with the Local Government Budget Act 
 
Criteria: The Louisiana Local Government Budget Act R.S. 39-:1310 states a governing authority shall adopt 
a budget amendment in an open meeting for the general fund and any special revenue funds when: 1) Total 
revenues and other sources plus projected revenues and other sources for the remainder of the year, within 
a fund, are failing to meet total budgeted revenues and other sources by five percent (5%) or more or 2) 
Total actual expenditures and other uses plus projected expenditures and other uses for the remainder of the 
year, within a fund, are exceeding the total budgeted expenditures and other uses by five percent (5%) or 
more. 
 
Condition: Total actual revenues of the Fire District were $403,008 (18.65%) less than budgeted amounts. 
 
Cause: Unknown. 
 
Effect: The Fire District is not in compliance with the Local Government Budget Act.   
 
Recommendation: The board should ensure that the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act requirements 
are followed and budget amendments are adopted in an open meeting when required.  
 
2022-03. Noncompliance with Internal Revenue Service requirements. 
 
Criteria: The Internal Revenue Service requires that 1099s be issued to certain vendors paid in the ordinary 
course of business. 
 
Condition: Several 1099 eligible vendors were not sent 1099s as required by the Internal Revenue Service.  
 
Cause: Unknown. 
 
Effect:  Penalties could be assessed by the Internal Revenue Service. 
 
Recommendation: Management should ensure that all 1099 eligible vendors are sent 1099s as required by 
Law. 
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DESOTO PARISH FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 

300 Marshall Road 
Logansport, LA 71049 

 
 
 

MANAGEMENT’S RESPONSE TO THE AUDIT FINDINGS 
 
 
2022-01. Inadequate design of internal control over financial close and reporting. 
 
Management’s Response: Based upon the cost versus benefit of obtaining the necessary resources and/or training, 
management has determined it is not cost effective and in our best interest to continue to outsource this task to the 
independent auditor, and to carefully review the draft financial statements and notes prior to approving them and 
accepting responsibility for their content and presentation. 
 
2022-02. Noncompliance the Local Government Budget Act. 
 
Management’s Response: Management agrees with this finding.  Management will ensure that the Louisiana Local 
Government Budget Act is followed moving forward. 

 
2022-03. IRS 1099 requirements. 
 
Management’s Response: Management agrees with this finding. Management will ensure that all 1099 eligible 
vendors are sent 1099s as required by Law. 
 
 
 
Mark Magee, Fire Chief 
DeSoto Parish Fire Protection District No. 1 
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DESOTO PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 
 

Logansport, Louisiana 
Schedule of Prior Year Findings  

For the Year ended December 31, 2022 
 
 
2019-01, 2020-01, 2021-01 Internal control financial statement preparation 
 
Unresolved. 
 
2021-02 Local Government Budget Act 
 
Unresolved. 
 
2021-03 Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics 
 
Resolved. 
 
2021-04 Noncompliance with Internal Revenue Service requirements 
 
Unresolved. 
 
2021-05 Late Submission of Report 
 
Report would have been filed for the year ended December 31, 2022 on time except for a disaster declaration. 
Extension filed and granted. 
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DG

1) Written Policies and Procedures 

Budgeting
Purchasing

Disbursements
Receipts/Collections

Payroll/Personnel

vi. Contracting

Travel and expense reimbursement

Credit Cards (and debit cards, fuel cards, P-Cards, if applicable)
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Ethics

Debt Service

Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity

Sexual Harassment

The District does not have written policies and procedures that cover sections i-xii above described.

2)  Board or Finance Committee 

Obtained and inspected the board of commissioner minutes for the fiscal period, as well as the board’s 
enabling legislation and bylaws in effect during the fiscal period..  

Three monthly board meetings were cancelled and not rescheduled due to a lack of quorum during 
the year

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

Section not applicable to entity. 

No written updates on the progress of resolving audit findings noted in reviewing meeting minutes.

3) Bank Reconciliations 
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A listing of client bank accounts from management and management’s representation that the listing is 
complete were obtained. The main operating account and 1 additional account was selected for review.

It was noted during review of bank reconciliations that there were routinely prepared beyond 2 months 
of the related statement closing date..

Bank reconciliations do not include evidence of management or board review.

Management has not been researching reconciling items outstanding for more than 12 months.

4) Collections (excluding EFTs) 

A listing of deposit sites for the fiscal period and management’s representation that the listing is complete 
were obtained. The only deposit site of the entity was selected. 

A listing of collection locations and management’s representation that the listing is complete was obtained. 
The only collection location of the entity was selected. 

The entity does not make any cash collections. The only collections received are checks by mail. No 
cash drawers or registers are required. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.
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Only one bank account under procedure #3 had applicable deposits to test under this section. Two random 
deposits were selected for testing. 

Section not applicable to entity. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

5) Non-Payroll Disbursements (exclude card and petty cash purchases, and travel reimbursements) 

A listing of locations that process payments for the fiscal period and management’s representation that the 
listing is complete were obtained. The only location of the entity was selected. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 
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No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.  

In reviewing transactions it was noted that one invoice included past due balances, one payment 
reviewed was a duplicate payment of an invoice, and sales taxes were noted in several payments. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

6) Credit Cards/Debit Cards/Fuel Cards/P-Cards 

A listing of active cards for the fiscal period and management’s representation that the listing is complete 
were obtained.

A random monthly statement for all cards of the entity selected for review. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.
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Sales taxes were noted to have been paid in several transactions reviewed. No other exceptions noted.

Travel and Travel-Related Expense Reimbursements (excluding card transactions)

Management does not report specific categories of travel related expenses. A random selection of presumed 
travel related reimbursements was selected for review. It was observed that in some cases client does not 
have any documentation for employee reimbursements other than brief descriptions in check memo lines. In 
other cases, reimbursements contained copies of invoices or receipts for reimbursements but no 
documentation of the business purpose. Entity does not have any required travel reimbursement forms.  

8) Contracts 

Alternately, the practitioner may use an equivalent selection source, such as an active vendor list.

A listing of all agreements/contracts for professional services, materials and supplies, leases, and 
construction activities that were initiated or renewed during the fiscal period and management’s 
representation that the listing is complete were obtained. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 
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9) Payroll and Personnel 

A listing of employees/elected officials employed during the fiscal period and management’s representation 
that the listing is complete were obtained. The five employees of the entity selected for review. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

Ethics

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 
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11) Debt Service 

Section not applicable to entity. 

Section not applicable to entity. 

12) Fraud Notice 

No misappropriations reported by entity.

No exceptions were noted as a result of this procedure. 

Information Technology Disaster Recovery/Business Continuity

We performed the procedures and discussed the results with management. 
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14) Prevention of Sexual Harassment 

One employee did not complete the required training..

Entity does not have a sexual harassment policy.

56%. 

0.

0.

0.

0.

Government Auditing Standards

 
Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
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