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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

Honorable Emmett "Lee" Brown, III 
Richland Parish Assessor 
Rayville, LA 71269 

Opinions 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the 
governmental activities and the major fund of Richland Parish Assessor 
as of and for the year ended December 31, 2023, and the related notes 
to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Assessor's 
basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present 
fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of 
the governmental activities of the Richland Parish Assessor as of 
December 31, 2023, and the respective changes in financial position 
thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America 

Basis for Opinions 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable 
to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Auditor's 
Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of 
our report. We are required to be independent of the Richland Parish 
Assessor, and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance 
with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We 
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinions. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of 
these financial statements in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to 
the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to 
evaluate whether there are conditions or events, considered in the 
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Richland Parish 
Assessor's ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months 
beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known 
information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter. 



Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 

:Jur ..,bjectives axe to ..,btain reasonable assurance about whetheL the 
financial statements as a whole are free material misstatement, 
whethei due to fraud or ezroz, and to issue an auditoL's Leport that 
includes oul opinions. Reasonable assuLance is a high level of 
assurance but is not absolute ascuiance and therefore is rcpt a 
guatahtee that an audit conducted iu accoldance with genelally accepted 
auditing standalds and Government Auditing Srandards will always detect 
a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a 
material misstatement resulting from fxaud is higher than for one 
Lesulting flom elLoi, as fzaud may involve collusion, forgery, 
intentional omissions, mieleplesentations, or the oveiride of inteinal 
contr-J1. Misstatements are considered mateiial if theie is a 
subatantial likeliho-Jd that, individually or in the aggLegate, they 
would influence the judgment made by a Leasonable usez based on the 
financial statements. 

In perfoLming an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and Gore..rnment Auditing Stand3zds, we: 

• Exercise professional jmdgment and maintain professional 
skepticism through:Alt the amdit. 

• Identify and ascesc the risks of material misstatement of the 
financial statements, whether due to fraud 01 eiLoi, and design 
and pelfolm audit plocedulee responsive to those risks. Such 
procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence legarding 
the am:punts and disclosures in the financial statements. 

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant the audit 
in order to design audit pioceduies that ale appropriate in the 
circumstances, but hot foL the purpose of expiessing an opini...n 
on the effectiveness of the Richland Parish Assessol's intelnal 
control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expLessed. 

• Evaluate the appropLiateness of accounting policies used and the 
Leasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluate the overall plesentation of the 
financial statements. 

• Conclude whethel, in QUI. judgment, thele are conditions or 
events, considered in the aggiegate, that raise substantial doubt 
about the Richland Palish AssessoL's ability to continue as a 
going concein f...1 a reasonable period of time. 

We are lequiled to communicate with those chaiged with governance 
tegaiding, among othel matters, the planned scope and timing of the 
audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-Lelated 
matters that we identified duLing the audit. 

Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
Amelica Lequile that the management discussion and analysis (pages 5-
12), budgetaly compalison infoLmation, schedule of changes in total 
OMB liability and related ratios, schedule of employer's share ..pf net 
pension liability, and schedule of employer required pension 
contlibutions (included in the table contents Oh pages 44-49) be 
plesehted to supplement the basic financial statements. Such 
inf..amati.)n is the responsibility of management and, although not a 



part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of 
financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an 
appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have 
applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary 
information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in 
the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of 
management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing 
the information for consistency with management's responses to our 
inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we 
obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not 
express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because 
the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to 
express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Other Information 

Management is responsible for the other information included in the 
annual report. The other information comprises the Schedule of 
Compensation, Reimbursements, Benefits, and Other Payments to the 
Agency Head, but does not include the basic financial statements and 
our auditor's report thereon. Our opinions on the basic financial 
statements do not cover the other information, and we do not express an 
opinion or any form of assurance thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the basic financial statements, our 
responsibility is to read the other information and consider whether a 
material inconsistency exists between the other information and the 
basic financial statements, or the other information otherwise appears 
to be materially misstated. If, based on the work performed, we 
conclude that an uncorrected material misstatement of the other 
information exists, we are required to describe it in our report. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued 
our report dated June 14, 2024, on our consideration of the Richland 
Parish Assessor's internal control over financial reporting and on our 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that 
report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and 
not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Richland Parish 
Assessor's internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. 
That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance 
with Government Auditing Standards in considering Richland Parish 
Assessor's internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 

COCHRAN, CLARK & THOMASON 

( e (./ • c, 

Rayville, LA 
June 14, 2024 
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PICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Management's Discuscion and Analysis 
December 31, 20n 

Management's Discusci.)11 and Analysis (Unaudited) 

Within this section of the Richland Parish Assessor, Rayville, 
Louiciana (the Parish Acsess:pr) annual financial report, the Parich 
Assecsor's management is pleaaed to provide thi£: narrative diccussion 
and analysis of the financial activities vf the Parish Assess..11 f..11 the 
calendai year ended Decembei 31, 2023. The Parish Assessor's financial 
performance is diccucsed and analyzed within the context of the 
accompanying financial statements and disclosurec following this 
section. 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

• The Parich Acsess:pr's assets exceeded its liabilities (net 
positivn) by $10,222,358 for 2023. 

• Total net position is comprised of the following: 

Decewbei 31, 2023 

(1)Capital assets of $.51,540 include property and equipment, 
net of accumulated depieciation. 

(2)Unrestricted assets vf $10,170,818 lepresent the pvrtion 
available to maintain the Parich Ascescor's continuing 
obligations to citizens and creditors. 

• The Parish Assessor's governmental funds reported an unassigned 
total ending fund balance of $12,910,802 foi 

• At the end of the curient calandat year, unassigned fund 
balance for the General Fund was $12,m10,8u2 oi 1,36Ei of total 
General Fund expenditures. 

• Overall, the Parish Aseasevi continues to maintain a stv.Ing 
financial position. 

The above financial highlights are explained in more detail in the 
"financial analysis" section c.f this document. 



INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

The tiut Item in thiw Leport is the Independent Auditors' Report. 
This report tells the reader what the auditoi audited and if the Parish 
Assessol has followed the accounting and financial leporting iules. 
For the yeai ended 2023, the auditor ha€ given the Parish Assessol what 
ic crdmordnly called "a clean ...pinion". This means that the Patish 
Assess..11 is fQ11...wing the accounting iulse and the following financial 
statements reflect the finahcial position ind the financial activity 
fol the year ended December ?1, 2023. The auditoist report is signed 
by the independent auditoi. The auditors' repoit may be found pages 
1 to 3 this financial ieport. 

OVERVIEW OF THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Thi6 Management And :::nAlysis document intioduces the Parish 
Assessvits basic fihancial statements. The basic financial statements 
include: (1) government-wide financial statements, (2) fund financial 
statements, (3) h...tes to the basic financial statements, and (4) vthel 
requixed supplementary inf...rmation as may be applicable. The Parish 
Assecz...r includes in this report ...ther financial information. 
These statements and schedules are listed on the Table of Contents 
page. 

GQveihment-Wide Financial Statements  

The Parish Assessotts annual report includes two g...vetnment-wide 
financial statements. These statements provide both long-tetm and 
ahort-telm information about the Palish Asseca..a's overall financial 
atatus. Financial reporting at this level uaes a perspective similar 
to that found in the piivate sectol with ite basis in accival 
accounting and elimination or reclassification of activities between 
fundc. 

The first of these goveinment-wide statemehts is the Statement Qf Det 
Positi...n. This is the goveinment-wide statement of poaition presenting 
information that includes all of the Parish Assess...Eta acseta and 
liabilities, with the difference ieported as net position. Over time, 
ins/eases oi decieases in net position may seive as a useful indicatol 

whether the financial p..sition the Parish Assessor as a whole is 
improving or deteriorating. Evaluation of the overall health of the 
Palish Asseasor would extend a?theI nonfinancial factors such as 
divelcification of the taxpaysi base, in addition to the financial 
inf..amati..m provided in thin repolt. 



The second government-wide statement ic the Statement of Activitiec, 
which repotts how the Palish Assessot's net position changed during the 
curtent calendat year. All curtent year revenues and expenses ate 
included tegardless when the Parish Assessor receives pays cash. 
An important purpose of the design of the statement of activities is to 
show the financial reliance of the Patish Assessw.'s distinct 
activities or functi.)ne tevenues pv)vided by the Palish AssessQr's 
taxpayers. 

The government-wide financial statements are plesented on pages 15 
through 16 of this teport. 

Fund Financial Statements  

F. fund is an accountability unit used t.,) maintain contr.)l ovet 
resources segregated fot specific activities or objectives. The Parish 
Asseseoi ue.as a single fund to ensure and demonsttate compliance with 
finance-related laws and tegulations. Within the basic financial 
statements, fund financial statements focus on the Patish Assessoi's 
..)nly fund, the general fund. 

The Palish Assessca uses °Ally one fund type: 

The Govetnment fund is teported in the fund financial 
statements and encompasses the same function repotted as 
govetnmental activities in the govetnment-wide financial 
statements. Wmevet, the focus is very different with fund 
statements providing a distinctive view :,f the Parish 
Assesevi's govermental fund. These statements repott shc.rt-
term calendar yeat accQuntability focusing on the use .)f 
spendable tesources and balances of spendable res..)urces 
availahle at the end of the year. They ate useful in 
evaluating annual financing tequirements of govetnmental 
ptogiams and the commitment c.f spendable tesources fol. the 
near-term. 

Since the goveinment-wide focus includes the 1.)ng-tetm view, 
r.v)mparisons between these two peispectives may pr...vide insight 
int..) the I...nig-term impact of shott-tetm financing decisions. 
Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the governmental 
fund f)petating statement pre)vide a reconciliation to assist in 
undermtanding the diffetences between these tw:, petspectives. 

The basic gQveinmental fund financial statements aie piesented Qn 
pages 1$ thrvugh 21 of this leport. 

N,Aes tc, the basic financial statements 

The accompanying rrAes t..) the financial statements pr.)vide information 
essential t..) a full understanding of the government-wide and fund 
financial statements. The notes to the financial statements begin 
page 22 of this tevAt. 
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6ther information 

In addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, 
this reptt ptesents certain lequited supplementary information. 
Other required supplementary information is information that the 
ace...tinting rules stiongly suggest be plesented within the As.^•.ts:;•ir'£ 
financial tep...rt. The gensial fund's budgetaiy compatio...n statement ie 
included ac "other required supplementary information". This statement 
dem.wistrates compliance with the Parish Acsecsor's adopted and final 
budget. The othei requited supplementaly infoimation includes a 
schedule of funding plogiess fot the othei pf..steb:ployment benefits, a 
schedule of requited pension c-Jntributions and a schedule 
prrottional share of net pension liAbiliry and ielated ratios. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE PARISH ASSESSOR AS A WHOLE 

The following table provi-71e 
position: 

, '74 

::::nrmary 

the Pariah Assessor's 

Nat P.:.nition 

net 

2022 2u21 

  

GAParnmaotal 
"1, 

,,f 

   

Activities 

 

A:1171ties Total 
AOTPt3: 

    

Cur.cent Asset: 3.17, OS 

 

A,14n,445 

 

N.:41-Curient Asset: 3,011,975 

 

3,SAC,123 271, 
Capital Asset: 51 5..f.n n( AR 71n lk 

Total Assets 13,028,210 4'33 11,745,27u 

 

Defeirad 0utfl.yds 9:v0,9:v5 

 

1,361,115 

 

Azset: 

    

Deferral Outfl.:Acs 13 ̀ .0:0 145 1v0z 13 15L 393 into, 

Liabilities: 

    

Current Liabilities 

 

n( 7,3o4 

 

Defetred Inflow: 

 

17* 

  

Li.ng-Term .:.thou. and 

    

P.:.ntemploymemt and Pennion 
Beng.fitn Payablg. V•4 al; 1,u24,4F,7 sn-s 

 

3 7:1;.. 747 

 

3 7f4 2-3 into, 

Net Positi.:.o: 
Het Irwestment in .::apital 

Azset 51,5.:3) 
Unrastricted ln,17(1,RIA 

Total NPt lo.222.1'43  

The Paiish Assecsor continues to maintain an extremely high 
The cutient tatio compate::: curtent assets to 

liabilities and is an indication of the ability to pily 
obligationc. The current ratio for governmental activities 
sti..mg. They are as f..illows: 

A8,710 11, 
!,,3L3,4on 

414i 

curtent 
culient 
cutient 
remains 

2023 2022  
Cuirent Patio 1,589 to 1 1,117 to 1 
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The Paiish Assessot teports a positive balance in the net position foi 
its governmental activities. Net pc.gitic►n€ have changed as follows: 

2n2.3 Increase ;ir:.0,24* 
2(322 I nci ease 749, (317 

Note that 1:1 of the governmental activities' ancetc ale represented by 
capital assets in both years. The Pazish Assessor uses thece capital 
aseets to prf..vide seivices to its citizens. 

The following data Is presented on the accrual basis of accounting 
which means that all costs are presented, however, the puichase 
capital assets is not included but depieciation Qn the capital assets 
is included. 

The following table provides a summary of the Parish Assesse.es changes 
in net position: 

 

:::IsouvaLy of .Thanges in Net P.:.sition 

 

2n2) 

 

2u22 

Gwernmental 
Activities Tot:11 

G.:.vernmenta1 
Activities 

of 
Total 

Revenue:: 

    

Program: 

    

.-.harges fol SeLvices 21,9;:4 1; 25,41i lt 
.3eneLal: 

    

Taxes 1,93u,150 ;,1; 1,0:3,5°3 86'74 
N.:.n-Empinyer Pension 

C.Altrikentions 157,2!47 

 

159,543 

 

Interest 2L3,FW3 1(4 (..73 

 

Total PP-enues 2,343,3:v4 

 

2,1n2,215 LC% 
Pr.:11.hm Experwea: 

    

Operationhl: 

    

Salariez and Benefits 774,57n 51( Au3,543 (P. 
Other P.:.stemplo7ment 

4 Penzi.:.n Benefit: 55n,SU. 

 

375,1.f.4 2!-.A 
,:veratinu SeLvicen in5,754 73 

  

NatPLials and Supplies 20,242 1; 17,9n5 li 
Travel and Other 

 

33 42,554 

 

Depseciation 

 

It 1S,nu5 

 

Lease Interezt 6 
AnK.rti=sti.m 1 875 nt 2,1LS to: 

Tothl Expensez: 1,513,04% 1LV 

 

422\ 
.Thange in NPt 830,21'48 

 

749,017 

 

Peginning Net P.:.sition 9 3i,t2 lln 

 

8 f..43 n93 

 

Ending Net Poziti.:m ln 2'2 34A 

 

ry.3u2.110 

 

GOVERNMENTAL REVENUES 

    

The Earish Assessol is heavily tenant on pioperty taxes to support its 
..verations. As a iesult, the general economy and local businesses have 
a ma]zq impac:t the Parish Assessor's tevenue stleams. 



0ources of ievenue axe shown below by percentage: 

  

Genelal Revenues 2023 2022 
Property Tax 43 hE 
Non-Employer Pension Payment 6 4 
Intetest 10 5 

Total Genelal Revenues ffe• 59 

Program Revenues 1 1 
Total Revenues 100% 100% 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 

Since assessoi operotivns are staff oriented, a majvr poltivn of the 
budget is used foi emplcoyee calaries and benefits each year. 

The following is a summazy c.f the major 
peicentage of total expences: 

operational 

2023 

expenses as a 

2022 
Salaiiec and Benefits 

 

51% 60% 
Othei Postemployment i Pension Benefits 37-1 24% 
Operating Ser...ices 

 

7-1 7% 
Mateiials and Supplies 

 

1% 1-

 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE PARISH ASSESSOR'S GENERAL FUND 

The Genelal Fund Is the Palish Assessor's ..ppetating fund and the source 
day-to-day service delivery. Ac discussed, the General Fund ic 

lepolted in the fund statemente with a sholt-telm, inflow and outflow 
of spendable iescuices focue. This infolmation i€ useful in assessing 
resources available at the end of the year in comparison with upcoming 
financing iequirementc. Remembei the data plesented in the fund 
financial statements is presented on the modified accrual basis. This 
means that capital assets purchased duling the year are repolted as 
expendituree and no depteciation Qn these capital assets is iepoited as 
an expenditure in the came year. 

The total fund balance and change pei yeai Is reported in the following 
chart: 

:023 2022 2021 2020 
Total fund balance 12,910,E02 11,673,23':. 10,652,:l39 9,65E,412 
change froll! plioi yeai 1,237,563 1,020,200 994,627 9.:4,342 

The fund balance is unreseived indicating availabilit:f  for continuing 
Farish Assessor seivice requiiements. 

As a percentage of annual expenditures, the General Fund's ending fund 
balance is c,.neideied veil+ adequate. The peicentages each yeai ale as 
follows: 

'n23 2022 
Fund balance as a . of 
Annual expenditures 1,366% 1,213% 

11. 



Though a..,me might consider thic percentage high, it is nececsary for 
the Parish Assessol to maintain a etiong financial position in order to 
covel its cash flc.w needs and any unfoiereen costs that might occui in 
the future. Note that the Patish Ascessor is financing its operations 

a "pay-ac-you-go" system, which means currently theie is no 
vutstanding long-teim debt (e.g., bonded debt) f...1 capital purposes. 
In ...thei words, all capital items are free and clear of debt. 

BUDGETARY HIGHLIGHTS 

The General Fund budget was amended. In 202';, the Parish Assessor 
realized 111A of the revenue budget and the actual expenditules were 
vnly Of.; vf the budgeted amvunts. 

CAPITAL ASSETS AND DEBT ADMINISTRATION 

i;apital assets: 

Vepreciable, Equipment, fulnituie 
and fixtuiss 

Lecs accumulated depreciation 

G.wernmental Activities  
2u2'2. 2022  

204, 6$2 

(152, 941) (1i4.1 457) 

Net Depieciable Assets 
Inventoried Aa:ets 
Eq.:,ok value-capital acsets 

 

11,735 24,225 
Jkl,F41 44,444  

 51 5110 68 710        

The depieciable capital assets for goveinmental activities were 
depreciated at the end of 2023 and E:Sk depreciated at the end 2022. 
The total percentage of depreciated capital ancets i3 quite high, which 
means that additional resoulces will be required to ieplace these 
capital assets in the future. 

Long-telm debt  

At yeal-end, the Parish Assessol had no long-term debt outstanding. 
The Parish Assessor may issue general obligation debt to meet itc 
capital needs but has elected to fund these needr on a "pay-ae-you-go" 
baeis. Financing capital on a current ha€is eliminater the deferial of 
capital c:pcts future periods. 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AFFECTING THE PARISH ASSESSOR 

0ince the primary revenue stream for the Parish Assessor i3 property 
taxes, thl€ type of tax is not subject to changer in the economy, in 
the sholt-term. Nowevei, in the long-telm property tax ievenues suffei 
if the economy does not maintain growth. 

11 



Accrued cost fox "other postemployment benefits° (OMB payable and the 
ielated expense) weie iecoided puisuant to GASB No. 75. These 
calculations aie deteimined by an actuaiy foL piesentation in the 
Assess..prs annual financial report. This liahility is significant in 
comparison to the Assessor's total assets and has substantially reduced 
the net p,.sition. 

Foi retirement reporting, GASB G. ac amended by GASB 71 was implemented 
to iepoxt the pension cx)st liabilities, defexred ..matflows and deferxed 
inflows. The acciued cost and liabilities are ieported in the 
goveinment wide statements. The calculations aie piovided in the 
audited financial statements of the Louisiana Acsess:pes Retiiement 
Fund. 

CONTACTING THE PARISH ASSESSOR'S FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

This financial iepoit is designed to piovide a general c.verview of the 
Farisli Assessoi's finances, comply with finance-ielated laws and 
regulations, and demonstrate the Parish Assessoi's commitment public 
accountability. If you have any questions about the contents of this 

W. would like to tequest additional infQimati..1n, please contact 
Mi. Lee &town, at the Richland Parish Assessor's Office, 708 Julia 
Stieet, R..)om 115, Rayville, Lomisiana, 71264. 
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BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



GOVERNMENT-WIDE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (GWFS) 



RICHLAND PARISH A::::::ESSI:44 

Rayville, Louisiana 

f.tatement of Net - Govetnment Activitie: 

Devembet 31, ,..12? 

ASSET::: 

 

Cach and intetest-beating 7,42:,1 

Inveatmentr. (amc.rtized cost) 3,G4:?,27F. 

Taxer Receivable (net) 

 

Riqht to Ilse Arset 10,6'47 

assete (net) 51,540 

T.Aal Azzets 130:1:;,21u 

DEFERRED e..0TFLOW::: OF RESOURCE::: 

Other Post Employment Benefit Obligation 

  

Pensi“n Plan 

 

4A1,:36.; 

T.Aal Deferred Outflows of Resources 

 

:42t0,f+7.5 

Assete Deferted O4tfle)wz of Feeoutcee 

  

LIABILITIES 

A77c.unte Payable 

 

5,865 

Lease Obligation 
Other Post Emplo/ment Behefits Payable 

Net Peneion Liability 

 

',6A5,0i0 

476,f61 

1,t31 Liabilities 3,100, 357 

  
DEFERRED INFLOWS PE:::01PCU. 

Other Post Emplopuent Behefit Obligation 

Pensimn Plan 

1-..t31 Deferred Infl.:.ws of Resour.::es 

5:1:7,713 

5:,i77 

39v 
  

Tytal Liabilitiec and Deferred Infl.:44a Peouice4 3,-73.747 

NET POSITION 

Net Investmeht in %apital Assets 

Restricted 

Unter.tti.:.ted 1 1, 

Total Het Position 

See Auditor4' Feepttt. The accompanðinq n.,tee are an integral put of 

the baric statementz. 
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RICHLAND PARISH AS:::,ESSOR 

Payville, Louisiana 

:tatement .14 Activities - Government Activities 

December .:11, 2023 

Activities  

Net (Expense) Re...enues and 
Program Revenues Changes in Her Assets 

Expenses Charges for Services Governmental Activities 
       
Gc'vernmental Activities: 
General Gty..ernment 1.513,u4f. 

General revenues: 

Taxes: 

Property taxes, levied fe.,1 oeneral purposes 

Non-Empleyier Pension Contributions 
Interest and Investment Earnings 

Te.,tal General Revenues 

Change in Net Position 

Net Position - Januarli  1, ::023 

Nat Position - December 31, 2022 

1,93:3,190 

157,297 

2,315,350 

E.30,2:3f4 

q,391,110 

10,211,3tsi 

See Auditors' Report. Tne accompanying notes are an integral part of tne basic financial statements. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 

Rayville, Le..uisiaha 

Balance Sheet - Gce.ternmental Fund 

December 31, 2023 

ASSETS 
Cash and interest-bearing dep.scito 

Ihveetmente (amorti:ed cost) 

Taxes Receivable (net) 

7,422,991 

3,648,278 

1,1104,6f:1 
  

Total Assets 12,465,9?3 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts Payable 

Te..tal Liabilities 

DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOUPCES 

Uhavailable Taxes 

Deferied Ihflems of Pesources 

Total Liabilities and Defetied Infl...ws of Resouicer 55,131 

FUND BALANCES 

Nonspendable 
Restricted 

Committed 

Assigned 
Uhaseighed 12,510,802 

  

Total Fund Balances 12,910,802 

Total Liabilities, Defetied Ihflmws of Resouices 12,565,533 

and Fund Balances 

See Audit...us' Repoit. The accompanying notee aie ah ihtegial patt 

the basic financial statements. 
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RICHLAND PAFIZH ASZEDI:c4( 

Rayville, Louisiana 

Re:onciliation of the Goveinmental Fund Ealan:e Meet 

to rhe 3taremenr of der Positioh 

Decembei :1, 202S 

Total fund balance for the Goveinmental Fund 1^,910,6(1" 

Total net positi:4( repnted (3:.vernmntal activities in the 
rtatement -.)f Net Position is different because: 

Capital assers used ii, governmental activities ate nnt financial 
resources. and, therefoie, aie not tepcited in the funds. 

aszets onkzist -A: 

Equipment, furniture and fixtures, 
net :4 aLcumulate(i depteciatix, sl,5R0 

Right tc use assets fol. equipment used in govetnmental activities 
are not financial tesontces and, theiefore, are not rep:4ted 
lh tne fuhds. 

Deferied on7flowo of expenditnies foi tl,e OMB obligatiNI and 
ietirement system ate :IA available ien(..urces an•i therefore, 

are not leported in the fund financial ztatements. Those deferred 
outflows (orisist of: 

Defeired outflows related to OFEB 
Deferied outflows telated tc. pension 

Revenues that have been defetred are unearned in the goveinment 
funds but ate recogniced AS revenue in tne T.vernment-wile financial 
statements. 

Defeired inflowz of contributionz for the OMB 011igatian and 
retliement system ars not payable from cuirent expendable 
tesnoices, and theiefore, are r.:.t reported la the fund 
financial s7atemen7s. Those deferred ihflown connist of: 

Deferied inflows t4lated OFEB 
Defeired inflows related to pension 

Long-tem at4 nc4 due and payaide in the cuttent 
petiod, and therefoie, are not: ieportel in the governmental 

fuhds. Thos4 1(.41.:-term liabilitieu consiot of: 
Lease :obligation 

P:.st Employment Benefits Palable 

Net Pennion Obligatioh 

(5.!,71a1 
(r.:2,677) 

(10,6All 
(2,fo5,0':,0) 

(47v,;441 

Total Net of Governmental Activities 10,22:,348 

Zee AuditAs' Report. The accompanying notes ate an integral pait (.4 
the basic financial s'..atemerr:s. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSES:::OR 

Payville, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditutes, and Changes in Fund Balances - 

Gc.vernmental Fund 

Fe..1 the Year Ended Decembet 31, 24.23 

Revenues 

 

Ad Valorem Taxes 1,m35,125 
Fire District Fees 11,905 
Other Revenues 12,074 
Interest Iv Investment Eatningc 223,863 

Total Revenues 2,18:,572 

Expenditures: 

 

Cutrent - 
General Govetnment: 

 

Perconnel Services and Related Benefits -74,C,i744 

Operating Service 107,704 
Materials and Supplies 15,595 
Travel and 6ther Charges 47,136 

Total Expenditutes 545,409 

Net Change in Fund Balance 1,237,563 

Fund Balance - Beginning of Year 11,673,239 

Fund Balance - End of Yea:. 12,510,802 

See Auditots.  Repott. The accompanying nc.ter are an integtal pat:: of 

the hacic financial statements. 
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PICHLACD PASIZH AZZE3SOF 

Fayville, tr.uisiana 

Seconciliatilm of the Statement of Fe7enuev, Expendi...ures, and 
Chshges in Fund Salary.* cf the ..;cveinmental Fflna 

tt% the £tytemol:t Activitlez 
Fcr the Year Enlea :*7 ,i•rther 

Tctal net Itanges in tuna balance pei Statement 
of Fevenuev, Expenditures, anei Changes in FunJ 

The zhahge IE he: p.sition Leported frA. 
e.;.7veinmertal Activitie,  in the Statement 
cf A:tivitles iv ciffereht because: 

4.veinnental funk; leport capital outlay:,  as 
experditnreA. W.we-Yer, in tte scatemert cf 
activ-tiew the cost •:.f thoNe B.SZetL,  is 
allo:ated over their estimatec useful Ilves 
anJ repottea as ,zepieciatiAl expenvez. 

Disr.sal of Carltal Asetm 
Leza Cul:ent Year Derie;lati:n t1_,VA) 

  

6:vernmental funds ieport uefeiiel eained ievenne 
as 1:aUilitaer. However, in the etatement of 
acti7itier these ievehuem aie fully acciued 

.:ulient Year Deferiala 49,:i, 

Plica Yew. Defeitals 

4.veinnental funJa ieport lease vaymentr de 
experditnres. k)wever, in the xtatemen: %f 
activ-tiew, the payments aie ievortel dr a decrease 
in lease Alligaticn ana inreiest expense. In the 
statenen-. of actIvitiev, the light to use asset 
f.7r the lea,ed asset IP am:Ati:el. 

Exrenaltures :or Lease Paymentl 
Interest :.n Lease Oblijation 
Arecrtl:atin of RIght to Ome 

Other post-employment l'epefics are reportea in 
the gveinmental funJv az expehilturer wLeh 
[IAA. However, in the lo•Yeinmen: wide ztatemett 
cf activities, eAse expehae Is LepclteA nased 
the additional aclusrmentR re. the tctal oPE6 
liability ceteimined oy an a:tuaiial valuatiAl, 
ani varlcIs amwntm. 

Governnental funit Levu' :e:liement expenaltures 
as payment ir iemitted t• the aetlrement ry.tten. 
Howevei, ir. the gcvernment-wide statement of 
activitiee, :etirement az iepcited bared CI• the 
aiiitional Ftated in the letliemert 
syatem iepmit, and includea the ArL.esx.:.r1 1; share 
of Non-empl:yer penslon contiibuticnR and vari:up 
amorta:ed anountv. 

.7han3es in Net F:..riticn pea Statement cd A.:tivattem 

Aualt.7r:' F.ep:.it. The a.":7mpsnyin,0 r:.tem aie an irtegral part of the 

basi^ fironcial statements. 



PICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

ROTA 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

As ptovided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 
19-4, the Ass-assQl is elected by the votets of the patish and serves a 
term of four yeate. The Assessot assesses all real and mwable 
propetty in the parish, subject to ad valotem taxation. The Assessot 
is authotized to appoint as many deputies as necessary for the 
efficient opeiation of his office and to provide assistance the 
taxpayers of the patish. The deputies are amthorized to perform all 
functi..ins of the office, but the Assessor is officially and pecuniarily 
iesponsible for the actions of the deputies. 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Asaessot confotm to 
generally accepted act...punting principles as applicable to governments. 
Such acc,.unting and tep,.rting pioceduies confotm to the 
tequirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513, as well as any 
applicable requitements set forth by Audits of State and Lozal 
Goveznments, the industry audit guide issued by the Ametican Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants, and the Lcuisiana Governmental Audit 
Guide. 

The following is a summary of certain significant accounttng 

A. Ainancial Reporting Antity 

As the governing authority of the parish, fc.i teporting puiposes, the 
Pichland Parish Police Jnry is the financial reporting entity for 
Pichland Parish. The financial repotting entity c..prisists ..pf (a) the 
ptimary goveinment (police jury), (b) ...iganizations for which the 
piimary goveinment is financially accountable, and (c) other 
organizations for which the natute and significance of their 
relationship with the primary govetnment are such that exclusi..nt would 
cause the lepoiting entity's financial statements to be misleading oi 
incomplete. 

Because the Police Juty maintains and opetates the parish c:putthonce in 
which the Assessoes office is located, the Assesevr was detetmined to 
be a component unit of the Richland Parish P.,lice Juty, the financial 
reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present 
information only on the funds maintained by the Assessor and do not 
piesent information on the Police July, the geneial govetnment services 
piovided by the Police Juty, ot the othei governmental unite that 
comprise the financial repotting entity. 

See Audit...as' Report. 
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PICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

NOTE 1 —  S(1MMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

B.Basis of Presentation 

GOVeltIMUI t-Wide Financial Statement:3 V.WS)  

The statement of net position and statement of activities display 
inf:prmati:pn about the repoiting government as a wh-Jle. They irwlude 
all funds :f the reporting entity. Governmental activities genetally 
ale financed thiough taxes, intergoveinmental levenues, and othei non-
exchange isvenues. 

The statement of activities presents a comparison between direct 
expenses and piogram revenues for each function of the Assessor's 
goveinmental activities. Direct expenses are those that ale 
specifically associated with a proglam ..pr function and, therefore, ale 
cleally identifiable t..1 a paiticular function. Piogram tevenues 
include (al fees and chaiges paid by the recipients fox. goods -.1 
selvicec offered by the progiams, and (b) grants and contributions that 
axe restricted to meeting the operational ox capital lequixements of a 
pazticular program. Pevenuec that are not classified as proglam 
ievenues, including all taxes, aie presented as geneial levenues. 

C. Fund Accounting 

The acc:punts of the Assesaca aie :piganized and :Terated on the basis :f 
funds. A fund is an independent fiscal and accounting entity with a 
sepalate set of self-balancing accvunts. Fund accounting segiegates 
funds accoiding theii intended puipose and is used to aid management 
in demonstrating compliance with finance-xelated legal and contractual 
provisions. The minimum number of funds is maintained consistent with 
legal and managelial leguirements. 

The Assessor maintains only one fund. It is categorized as a 
goveinmental fund. The emphasis on fund financial statements is WI 
maj-.1 govelnmental and entelprise funds, each displayed in a sepaiate 
column. A fund ic considered major if it i3 the primary operating fund 
of the entity or meets the following ciiteria: 

a. Total asets, liabilities, revenues, oi 
expenditures/expenses of the individual goveinmental oi 
enterprise fund aie at least 10 percent :f the 
coriesponding f.,1 all funds of that category oi type; 
and, 

b. Total assets, liabilities, revenues, ox 
expendituzes/expenses of the individual governmental oi 
enterprise fund axe at least 5 pelcent of the corresponding 
total foi all governmental and enterprise funds combined. 

Sea Audit...Is' Repoit. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESf;OR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

BOTI 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

The major fund of the Aseessot is described below: 

Govetnmental Fund - Genetal Fund 

The Genetal Fund is the general opetating fund of the Assessot. It is 
used to account fot all financial tesoutces except those tequited to be 
accounted for in another fund. 

D. Measurement Focus/Basis of Accounting 

Measurement focus is a tem used to desctibe "which" ttansactions ate 
tec...tded within the 7arious financial statements. Basis of accounting 
refers to "when" transactions are recorded regatdless of the 
measurement focus applied. 

Measulement Focus 

On the gwetnment-wide statement net position and the statement of 
activities, g:pvernmental activities are ptesented using the ec-Jnomic 
tee...purses measutement focus as defined in item b. below. 

In the fund financial statements, the "current financial resources" 
measurement focus or the "economic resources' measurement focus is used 
as apptoptiate: 

a. The governmental fund utilizes a "current financial tesources" 
measurement focus. Only curtent financial assets and 
liabilities ate genetally included on its balance sheet. 
Theit operating statement ptesents sources and uses 
available spendable financial resoutces during a given period. 
This fund uses fund balance AS it€ measute of available 
spendable financial tesoutces at the end of the petiod. 

h. The government-wide financial statement utili:es an "economic 
res:Aitces" measurement focus. The acc-Junting :,bjectives of 
this measuiement fvcus are the determination of operating 
inc...me, changes in net position 01 cost lec...vety) and 
financial position. All assets and liabilities (whether 
current or noncurrent) associated with its activities are 
tepotted. Government-wide fund equity is classified as net 
position. 

See Audit.,ts' Repott. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

MOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continuod) 

Basic Acc....untina 

In the government-wide statement of net position and statement of 
activities, the government activities aie piesented using the accrual 
basis of accounting. Under the accrual basis of accounting, revenues 
are recognized when earned and expenses are recorded when the liability 
is incurred or ec..pnomic asset used. Pevenuec, expenses, gains, lossea, 
assets, and liabilities resulting from exchange and exchange-like 
tlansactivne aie recognized when the exchange takes place. 

Governmental fund financial statements are retwated using the current 
financial iesourcee measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of 
accounting. Revenues ale lecognized as soon as they ale both 
measulable and available. Pevenues are considered be available when 
they ale collectible within the curient period or evon enough 
thereafter to pay liabilities of the cuirent period. Fol this purpose, 
the goveinment considers revenues to be available if they are collected 
within 60 days of the end of the current fiscal period. Expenditures 
(including capital outlay) generally are recorded when a liahility ic 
incuired, as under accrual accounting. Howevel, debt selvice 
expenditures are iecorded only when payment is due. 

E. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources and 
Net Positioa 

Cash and interest-bearina deposits  

Fo1 purposes of the statement ..)f net positi.)n, cash and interest-
beaiing deposits include all demand accounts, savings acc,Amte, and 
certificates of deposits of the Assessor. 

Investments  

Acc:prding PS 33:2955, political subdivisions of the state are 
allowed to invest in ceitain bonds issued by domestic United States 
Corporativns. The investments are ieported at amvrtized cost. 

The amortized c...st of investments includes the par values of the bonds 
at maturity plus unamortized plemiums c•z discounts. The premium and 
discount will be amortized using the straight-line method until the 
bonds have reached maturity. Awprtimation of plemiums and disc:punts are 
repvited as decreases and increases in interest revenue and as 
reductions to the unamortized piemiums and discounts. 

See Auditors' Report. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statementc 

ROTA 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Peceivables 

In the government-wide statements, receivables consist of all revenues 
earned at year-end and not yet leceived. Major receivable balances fvr 
the governmental activitiec include ad valorem taxes and state revenme 
sharing. Ad valorem taxes are reported net of an allowance foL 
uncollectible taxes. At December 31, 2023, an allowance for ad valorem 
taxes was concidered unnecessary due to immateriality. 

I:apital Assets 

I:apital Assets, which include property, platit, aud equipment, are 
repvrted in the gvvernmental activities cvlumn in the government-wide 
financial statements. Capital acsets ale capitalized at historical 
cost or estimated cost if hictorical coct is not available. Donated 
assets are recorded as capital assets at their estimated fair market 
value at the date of donation. The Assessor maintains a threshold 
level of $2,500 or more for capitalizing these assetc. 

The costs of nvrmal maintenance and repairs that do nvt add tv the 
value vf the aszet or materially extend oseets lives are nvt 
capitalized. 

Deprecation of all exhaustible capital acsets is recorded as an expenae 
in the ctatement of activities, with accumulated depreciation reflected 
in the statement of net position. Depreciation is provided over the 
assets' estimated useful lives using the straight-line method of 
depreciation. The Lange of estimated useful lives by type of ascet is 
ac followa: 

Furniture, fixtures, and equipment 3-5 years 

compensated Abeenc-as  

Depending c•n length of seivice, employees receive from ten to fifteen 
days noncumulative vacatiwr leave each year. Sick leave, which is 
noncumulative, is earned at the rate of five days each year and one day 
fQr every working year over three years, nvt to exceed fifteen days. 
There are W., accumulated and vested benefits related v., vacatiQn and 
sick leave that require accival oi dicclosmre. 

Sse Audit-as' Report. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

MOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continuod) 

Leases  

Leases of equipment will be reported in the g.wernmental activities 
column in the goveinment-wide financial statements. At inception, 
leass€ will be iecolded at the present value of the minimum lease 
payments oveL the remaining life of the lease. The minimum lease 
payments will be discounted at the entity's incremental b....ilowing rate, 
which has been estimated at C:. The right to use the equipment under 
the lease is lecorded as an asset in the statement of net position. The 
right to use leased equipment will be awatimed using the straight-line 
method ..)ver the life of the lease. In addition, the lease obligation is 
iecolded as a liability in the statement of net position. The lease 
obligation will be reduced as payments aze made, and an outflow for 
interest expenae on the liability will be recognized in the statement 
vf activities. 

Deferred Ourfl.:q4,7 Pes..,urce!i! and Deferred Infl.ws of Pezources  

In e...me inztanceF.t, the GAZE lequiles a government tv delay tecognition 
decreases in net position as expenditures until a future peii.A. In 

othel instances, goveinments are lequired to delay iecognition of 
inczeases in net position as revenues until a futuie period. In these 
cilcumstances, deferred outflows of iesources and defeiled inflows of 
resources result fiom the delayed lecognition of expenditures or 
zevenues, iespectively. The Assess,Ji's defeiied vutflows and inflows 
of resources on the goveinment-wide statement ale atttibutable to it£ 
pension plan and OPEB plan. Ad valolem taxes for the govelnmental fund 
which have not been remitted within t.7,0 days subsequent to year end are 
consideled defeiled inflows of ieeourcee. 

Net Position Classifications  

In the government-wide statements, equity is classified ae het position 
and displayed in thiee components: 

a. Net Investment in Capital Assets - Consists of capital assets 
including iestricted capital aesets, net of accumulated 
depreciation and ieduced by the outstanding balances of any 
bonds, mortgagee, nvtes, oi other borlowings that ale 
attiibutable the acquisitiwi, construction, or implovement 

those assets. 

See Audit...is' Repoit. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESf;OR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

MOTE 1 - SUMMARY or SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

b. Peetiicted - Consists or assts with constraints placed on the 
use either by (1) external groups such a3 creditors, grantors, 
contributors, or laws and regulations of other governments; or 
(2) law through constitutional provisions of enabling 
legislation. 

c. Unrestricted - All other assets that do not meet the 
definition of "restricted" or "net investment in capital 
assets." 

In the fund financial statements, governmental fund equity is 
classified as fuud balance. Fund balances of the governmental funds 
ale cliissified as follows. 

a. Nonspendable - amounts that cannot be spent either because 
they are in nonspendable form or because they are legally or 
contractually required to be maintained intact. 

b. Restricted - amounts that can be spent only for specific 
purposes because of constitutional provisions or enabling 
legislation or because of conctiaints that are externally 
imposed by creditors, grantois, contribut:prs, or the laws 
regulations of othel goveinments. 

c. Committed - amounts that can be used only foi specific 
purposes deteimined by a formal decision of the Assessor, 
which is the highest level of decision-making authority for 
the Richland Parish Assessor. 

d. Assigned - amounts that do not meet the criteria to be 
classified as restricted ol committed but that are intended tc. 
be used for specific purposes. Under the Assessotis adopted 
policy, only the Assessor may assign amounts for specified 
purposes. 

F. Unassigned - all other spendable amounts. 

When an expenditure is incurred for the purposes for which both 
restricted and unrestricted fund balance i3 available, the Assessor 
considers restricted funds to have been spent firct. When an 
expenditure is incurred for which committed, assigned, or unassigned 
fund balances ale available, the AseessQl considers amounts to have 
been spent first :put of committed funds, then assigned funds, and 
finally unassigned funds, as needed, unless the Assessor has provided 
otherwise in this commitment or assignment actions. 

See Auditors' Report. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

NOTZ 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued* 

F. Revenues, Expenditures, And Expenses 

Revenues 

Ad valorem taxes are rec:prded in the year the taxes are due and 
payable. Ad valQtem taxes ate assessed Oh a calendar year basis, 
attached as an enfvicsable lieh, and become clue and payable ..)11 the date 
the tax are filed with the recorder of wirtgages. Louisiana 
Peviced Statute 47:1Wi requires that the tax roll be filed on or 
before November IS of each yeaL. Ad valorem taxes become delinquent if 
not paid by December 31. The taxes ale normally collected in December 

the current year and January and Fehivary of the ensuing yea'. 

Fees for preparing tax 1.,11s are recorded in the yea'. prepared. 
Interest inc..pme on time deposits is lecorded when the time dep:psits 
have matured. Interest income on demand depQsits le rec-.1ded monthly 
when the interest is earhed and credited to the account. 

Based 'Ai the ab..lve criteria, ad valorem taxes, and fees for preparing 
tax rolls have been treated as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures/Expenses  

In the government-wide financial statements, expenses are classified by 
character and function. In the fund financial statements, expenditures 
are classified by character. 

G. Budgetary Practices 

The pr...posed budget fvr the Geheral Fund, prepared on the modified 
accrual basis of aco,untihg, is made available for public inspectiQn at 
least fifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. The 
budget is then legally adopted by the Assessor and amended during the 
year, as necessary. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be 
reappropriated for the following year to be expended. All changes in 
the budget must be appioved by the Assessor. Folmal budgetary 
integration is empl..,yed as a management control device during the year. 
The budget was amended f..11 the year ended December 31, 2023. 

R. Ilse of Istimates 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with U.S. 
generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make 
estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets 
and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at 
the date of the financial statements and the rep:prted amounts :,f 
revenues and expenditures during the reporting peri-Jd. Actual results 
could differ fr.,m those estimates. 

See Auditors' Report. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Fayville, Louisiana 

FinAnCial Stat4.MentE 

MOTI 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

X. Pensions 

For purposes measuring the net pencion liability, deferred outflowc 
rew,urces related pensions, and pension expense, information 

about the fiducialy net position c.f the Louisiana Assessols' Retirement 
Fund and Subsidiaty (LARF) and additions to/deductions flom LARF's 
fiduciary net v.citionc have been determined on the same basis as they 
are repotted by LARF. 

Financial reporting information pertaining to the Assessor's 
participation ih the LAPF is ptepated ih accordance with GAS8 Statement 
*J. 68, "Accounting and Financial Repotting for Pensi...ns", as amended 
by %SASE Statement No. 71, "Pensi...n Ttansition for I;ontlibutiohs Made 
Subsequent to the Measurement Date". 

The financial stateuents wele plepared using the acctual basis of 
acc:Ainting, membet and emplz.yer cxitributions ale recogni:ed when due, 
pursuant to formal cAmoitments and statutory requitements. Benefitc 
and refunds employee contlibutions ate recognized when due and 
payable in accotdance with the statutes govetning LARF. Expenses hte 
recogni:ed when the liability ic incurred, regardless of when payment 
ic made. Investments are reported at fair value a ttade date liasic. 
The fiduciary net positions aie reflected in the measutement of the 
Aoressol's ptoportionate shate of the plan's net pension liability, 
deferred outflows and inflows of resources related to pensions, and 
pension expence. 

NOTE 2 - CASH AND INTEREST-BEARING DEPOSITS 

Unde2 state law, th.t is.hy deposit funds within a fiscal agent 
bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws :f 
any other state in the Union, or the laws :f the United States. The 
ASeitaSvi May invest ih cettificates and time dep...sits of state banks 
viganized undet Louisiana law and nati...nal banks having plincipal 
..iffices in Louisiana. At December 31, 2023, the Assessor has cash and 
interest-bearing deposits (book balances) as foll...ws: 

Demand Deposits 1,012,50H 
Time Deposits 6,410,483  

7.422.991  

These deposits ate stated at cost, which approximates matket. Undet 
state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must he 
secured by federal deposit incurance or the pledge securities .‘,/ried 
by the fiscal agent bank. The matket value of the pledged securities 
plus the fedetal deposit ibsurance must at all times equal the amount 
on depocit with the ficcal agent bank. These secutities are held in 

See Repott. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

WA-p7 Fin.mci,11 Statements 

WTI 2 - CASE AND INTEREsT-BEARING DEPOSITS (continued) 

the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial 
bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. Deposit balances 
(bauk balances) at December 31, 2023, are secuied as follows: 

Bank Balauces ZU11/112 
Fedelal Deposit Insurance 4,36C,723 
Pledged Secuiities (Category 3) 3,065 742 

Total 7  4.49  Ile-r 

Pledged seculities in Categovy 3 include unznsuzecl or unregistered 
investments foi which the secuvities ate held by the bloker oz dealer, 

by its trust department or aqent, but not in the Assessor's name. 

Even though the pledged securities are c.wisidered uncollateralized 
p';atewiry 3) Louisiana Revised Statute 39:122':.,  imposes a statutory 
iequirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged 
seculities within 10 days of being notified by the Assessol that the 
fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds uron demand. 

NOTE 3 - INVZSTMINTS 

Acc-.1ding t..1 Louisiana Revised Statute 33:2555, political subdivisi...ns 
are permitted t...) invest in certain bonds of United States domestic 
corporations. To qualify for investment, the bonds must meet specific 
long-telm latings and must matuie in five years or less. Also included 
in the inveatment portfoli:, is an -Jn-demand alternative cash that is 
held by the bloker f-Jr futuie investment. This account is stated at 
cost. By state law, this account must be secured and inauled. Deposits 
to this account aie c.Jvered by the Seculities Pr,JtectrAin 
CorpsJiati.Jn (SIPC) fw. up to $250,00:I. The brykei has also puichased 
excess 3IFC coverage thr.-iugh Lloyd's, a L.,ndon based firm. Excess SIPC 
coverage ic fully protected by the Lloyd's trust funds and Ll..iyd's 
Cential Fund. 

All investments meet the stated requilements. Investments (stated at 
amoitized cost) include bonds of seven United States domestic 
coiporations. All of the bonds matule in five yeals or less. All of 
the bonds have a M..pody's Investors Service long-term rating of Al or 
above. 

Pal value of Bonds: 
Unamortized Plemiums: 
Unamortized Discounts: 
Total Investments (am:prtimed c-Jst): 
Cash alteinatives held foi investment 

(at cost) 
Total Investments 

3,710,00u 
10,308 
(52 V42) 

3,6')* 216 

20,062  
3 64* 2/* 

See Auditors' Report. 
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Amortized 
C05t  

Gtoss 
Unrealized 

Gains  

Gl.n3 
Unrealized 

L)s2..en  Fail Value  

Net Catrying 
Value 

         

::49,w2P ".2Fo, 

:1,377,527 (1:0,.325) 3,377,527 

3,E2&,21C (140,2S,4) 3,4E.7, 3, C21:4,:lE 

FcIC:HLAtJC PARISH ASSESOR 

Payville, L.2nistara 

(1,:tes to Financial .3tatement::-

 

NOTE 3 - INVESTMENTS (continued) 

The colt and fair value of matketable debt necntities at Decembet 202'r, are as follow.: 

December 31, 20:2 

Held Maturity: 

Wi7hin one yeat 

1 z.-; 5 years 

Ths c.pncentration cf zredit risk in debt securities 

Net Cartying 
Value 

held tz maturity is as 

.7tandard 
M{.ody'2.. Po.2ts 

LAlows: 

Percentage 
of tJet 

Cattying 
Value 

Apple, Inc. 1.4,320 Aaa AA+ 

 

Citibank, N.A. 

 

A.a.2 A+ 7} 

Exxon M.:bile 279,524 Aa2 AA-

 

Etn 

Federal Matichal Mottgage Ass. 

Gtapevine 4B Ect,rp:mic Cr,Lf 3(.9,41C. 

Aaa 

Aa3 

AA+ 

 

J(hnson o Johhlon '264,7-7.E Aaa AAA 

 

Murrieta Valley Califotnia 
School Dist 41(.2,042 Aa2 

  

The Pt:.ctot s Gamtle Company 2E2,52 , 

 

AA-

 

74 

U.S. Tteasoty tP,te2.. 7E7,844 Aaa 

  

Ses Auditors' Pepzrt. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESf;OR 
Fayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

NOTE 4 - RECEIVABLE AND PRINCIPAL TAXPAYERS 

Aco,unts Pecivabl ate tepvitd without an allvwance fot uncollectible 
accountc. Management believes any allowance would be immaterial. 

As prvvided bi Louleiana Revised Statute 47:125, the assessot is 
authoti:ed to levy an ad valorem tax in lieu pro rata deductionc 
fiom ad valotsm taxing authotitiee. The authorized millage should be 
an amount necessaiy to ptovide no lees ad valotem taxes than that 
received by the aasecsor in the initial year. The Richland Patiah 
Acsessr levied 4.0 mills for 2023 provide funding fot the office. 

The following are the ptincipal taxpayeta for the parish and their 202::4 
asseseed valuation: 

Petcent 

  

2023 of Total 

  

Ascesced Assessed 

Gulf South Pipeline Co., LLC 

 

Valuation 

 

19,173,8$0  Vaugli°11 . 
Gulf F.un Transmicsion, LLC 

 

17,432,2,.10 7,17% 
Lamb West:pn, Inc. 

 

15,*54,7110 6. 52 
ETC Tiger Pipeline, LLC 

  

5.73: 
Denbury Onshvie, LLC 

 

10,417,000 

 

Hydro Extrusion 
Entergy Louisiana, LLC 

 

';: 1437 
71 

3:r.:4:1 

 

ANP Pipeline, CQ. 

 

6,6;4,M.0 

 

Midcontinent Expiess Fipelins, LLC 6,055,320 

 

Lanaing Louisiana, LLC 

 

4,926,150 2.01 

Total 

 

111,24i,650 45.74-

 

NOTE 5 - CAPITAL ASSETS 

   

Gapital aseet balances and activity f...1 the yea'. ended Decembet 31, 
2023, are as follrAvc: 

Balance Balance 
t/n1/23 Additions Deletiona 1/31123 

cLapital Assets: 
Equipment, futniture 

fixtucez A!.,1(7 (4,44iS) A4,521 

Les: accumulated depreciation: 
EquipmPnt, futniture 
and fixtures ( 12 -14) (12 f.41) 

Npt An:::ets 5i, S;:;(1 

Depreciation expense of $12,4H4 was charg?d to the genetal Twernment 
function. 

See Auditvis' Repott. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

MOTE 6 - PENSION MAK 

The Assessor participates in the Louisiana Assessors' Retirement Fund 
(Fund). The Fund is a cost sharing, multiple-employet, qualified 
govelnmental defined benefit pension plan coveting Assersois and theit 
deputies employed by any palish of the State of Louisiana, under the 
provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes 11:1401 thlough 1444. The 
plan is a qualified plan az defined by the Internal Pevenue Setvice 
I:ode SectiQn 401(a). Membetehip in the Louisiana Assessots' Retirement 
Fund is a c.)nditi.)n of employment fol. Acsess..as and their full time 
employees. The Fund's fiscal yea'. ends :al Septembel 30. 

The Fund piovides retitement benefits, suivivot benefits, DROP 
benefits, disability benefits, and back-DROP benefits. Benefits are 
calculated based on employment start date, length of service, and age 
at tetilement. 

According to state statute, contributions fot all employers are 
actuatially determined each year. Although the ditect employet 
actuatially iequired contribution for the Fund's fiscal :feat ended 
Septembet 30, 2023 was 2.9wa, the actual employer conttibution rate for 
the year waa 3.5*a for the year ended September 30, 2021. The 
contlibutions fot all membele are established by statute at EIT of 
earned compensation. The contlibutions ate deducted ftom the membet's 
salary and remitted by the participating agency. The Fund also receives 
one-fourth of one percent of the property taxes assessed in each paiish 
of the state as well as state tevenue sharing funds each year as 
appioptiated by the Legislature. 

Actuatially determined amounts regaiding the net pension liability are 
subject to continual revision as actual terults ale cvmpaled to past 
expectati.,ns, and new estimates ars made ab.Jut the futute. Key 
information :in the actuarial valuation and assumptions is ac follows: 

Valuation date 
Actuatial cost method 
Investment rate of return 
Inflation Pate 
Salaly incleases 
Mottality 

See Auditors' Report. 

September 30, 2023 
Entiy Age Normal 

Rates based on the Eub 2010 
Public Retirement Plans 
Mortality Table 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESf;OR 
Fayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

MOW 6 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 
The long-term expected Late Qf return on pension plan investments was 
determined using a building block method in which beat-estimate ranges 

expected future real rates of return (expected returns, net of 
pension plan investment expenses and inflation) ate developed for each 
major asset class. These ranges ale combined to produce the long-term 
expected tate of return by weighting the expected future reai rates of 
return by the target asaet allcation percentage and by adding expected 
inflatiQn and an adjustment the effect of 
rebalancing/diveleificatiQn. Best estimates arithmetic real rates 
of return for each major asset class included in the pension plan's 
target asset allocation as of September 3n, Li123, are summarized in the 
following table. 

A£:sEt Claas  
Domestic equity 
Internativnal equity 
Domestic bondr 
International bonds 
Feal estate 

Long-Term Expected 
Real Rate of Return 

7.501$ 
-.50% 
2.5“' 
i.50'• 
4.501s 

The long-term expected rate of return selected for this report by the 
Fund was 5.50-%. The projectIon of cash flows used to determine the 
discount rate assumes that cQntributions frwe plan members will be made 
at the curtent contribution rates and that contributions from the 
participating employers and non-employer contributi.m entities will be 
made at actuarially determined contribution rates, which are calculated 
In accordance with relevant statutes and approved by the Board of 
Trustees and the Public Retirement Systems' Actuarial Committee. Based 
-.in these asaumptiArs and the other assumpti:,ns and methods as specified 
in this rep:prt, the pension plan's fiduciary net p:psition waa projected 
to be available to make all projected future benefit payments of 
current plan members. Therefore, the long-term expected rate vf return 
on pension plan investments war applied to all peri...ds of projected 
benefit payments to determine the total pension liability. Thus, the 
discount rate used to measure the total pension liabilit.1  was 5.50s. 

The effects of certain other changes in the net pensin liability are 
required to be included in pension expense over the current and future 
periods. The effects on the t..stal pension liability of (1) changes of 
economic and demographic assumptions or of other inputs and (2) 
differences between expected and actual experience are required to be 
included in l.tirrl£iW1 expense in a systematic and rational manner over a 

See Auditors' Report. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

NOTE 6 - PENSION PLAN (COUtinU0d) 

closed peiiod equal to the average of the expected remaining seivice 
lives of all employees that are provided with benefits thrvugh the 
pension plan (active employees and inactive employees), determined as 

the beginning of the measurement period. The effect :in net pension 
liability of diffeiences between the piojected eainings on pension plan 
investments and actual experience with iegaids to those eaininu€ is 
required be included in pension expense in a systematic and rational 
manner over a closed peliod of five yeais, beginning with the current 
period. The Expected Remaining Service Lives (ERSL) fol. 2023 is 6 
yeats. 

As ..)f the valuation date of September 30, 2023, the Fund retwated the 
followin 9 members: 

Employee Members 
Louisiana Assessols' Offices C4 
LAlisiana Assessors' Association 1 

65 

Current retirees and beneficialies 545 
Terminated vested participants 15 
Terminated due iefund 117 
Active plan participants 73Et 

Total 1 45f 

The As:lessons Defeiied Outflow of Resouices (employer's contributions 
subsequent to the measurement date) to the Fund was $I1,0f1. This 
:mount will be iec...gnized as a ieduction ii the net pension liability 
in the :feel ended Decembei 31, 2023. 

The Fund issues an annual publicly available report that includes 
financial statements and iequired supplementaiy infoimation foi the 
Fund. That ieport may be obtained by wiiting to the Louisiana 
Assessor's Petirement System, Post Office Box 14f,'0, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 701108-46,'0  :pr by calling (318)425-4446. 

The payioll coveied by the plan and the Richland Parish Assessor's 
required contribution to the system are as follows: 

Fayioll Coveied 484,857 
Requiied Contiibution 18,750 

In the current year the iequired c..pntribution wac funded lu0i. The 
iequired conttibution was also funded 100: in 2(.107 thizsugh '2022. 

Retirement System Information 

Actuarial date and measurement date 9/30/2i 
Required Contributions 16,H18 
Employei Allocation Peicentage 0.97C938 

Net Pension Liability (Asset) 47a,C61 

See Auditois' Report. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSnR 
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Notes to Financial Statements 

NOTE 6 - PENSION PLAN (continued) 

 

Deferred 
Outflows 

Deferred 
Inflows 

Diffetences between Expected & Actual Expetience 15,414 52,C29 

Changes of Assumptions 125,935 

 

Net Diffetences between pioiected & Actual Eatninds 250,077 

 

Eainings on Pension Plan Investments 

  

Chanties Ili proportion & differences between the 
employer's contributions and the employer's share of 
conttibutions 4 , 3 7 9 4 :3 

Contiibutions subsequent to measuiing date 

  

Total 4u1,H66 52,677 

Pension Expense 

  

Piopo ' itionate llare of Plan Pension Expse en 
Net Amoitization of Defetted amounts fiom Changes in 
Ptopottion 

   
Total Employei Pension Expense 323,010 

Proportionate Share 

Employei contlibutions 

Non-Employer Contributions 157,297 

Schedule of Net Pension Liability 

Sensitivity to Change in Discount Rate 

Employei's Piovoitionate Shate 0.97C9380 

rt Decrease 1,075,241 

IncteasE- (28,612) 

Amortization of Net Deferred Outflows/Inflows 

2024 82,90P 

2i125 106,177 

2C2 15S,251 

2i127 (41,372) 

2028 (2,H24) 

Net of Deferred Outflows and Inflows, excludind 
conttibutions subsequent tc. the measuiement date 242,12H 

z-ee Auditors* Report. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESf;OR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

NOTE 7 - DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN 

The Richland Pariah Asceacor offers it3 employees participation in a 
Defeated Compensation Plan adopted and established in accordance with 
Inteanal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all 
Acsess..pr's employees, permits the employees to defer a portion of their 
salary until future yeats. The deferred compenaation is rc,t available 
to employees until tetmlnation, tetirement, death, or proof of 
hardahip. The Assessor's Office pr...vides a match of up to *200 per 
month fot employeea participating in the plan. 

All amounts of compensation defetred undet the plan, all property and 
tights purchased with those amounts, and all income atttibutable to 
thoae amounts, pt:pperty, or rights ate (until paid ,:a." made available to 
the employee :pr othet beneficiaty) solely the pr:pperty and righta 
the State of Lvuisiana (without being testricted tv the plovisions 
benefit:: under the plan) subject only to the claims vf the general 
credit..as of the 3tate of Louisiana. Participants' rightc under the 
plan are equal to th...se of general creditots of the State of Louisiana 
in an amount equal to the fait matket value of the defetted account fot 
each participant. 

NOTE 8 - OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

Plan Descliption - t the Aasescor's Office voluntatily 
patticipated in the State of Louiciana Asseasor's Insurance Fund. The 
Ulan and telated ttust wete established on August 30, 1988, putsuant to 
Louiciana Revised Statute 47:1I.22. The Assessoes Insurance Fund 
provides health benefits, life insurance covetage, long-term diaability 
benefits, vision, long-term care, and death benefits participants 
and to theii beneficiaties and coveted dependents. Retired emplvyeea 
are entitled to cimilar health benefits (in excess of Medicare 
coverage) provided they have attained at leaat age 55 with twelve years 
of service ot thizty years of setvice regazdless c.f age. The Plan 
issues a publicly available financial repc.rt. 

Funding Policy - The cwItribution requirements cl plan members and the 
AsseseQt ate establiched and may be amended by L...ulaiana Revised 
Statute 47:1022. Employees do not conttibute to theit poet employment 
benefits cost until they become retirees and begin receiving those 
benefits. Contribution amounts vaty depending on what healthcare 
ptovidet is selected flom the plan and if the membet has Medicate 
covetage. The Asse.ssol'e Insutance Fund offers vatious plans fot both 
active and tetired employees. 

See Auditots' Report. 
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December 31, 2021 
*2,.:;05,030 

506,0G2 

December 31, 20v2 
$2,320,571 

IM4,4O 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESf;OR 
Fayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

MOTZ 8 - OTBER POST INPLOTNENT BENEFITS (continued) 

The Assess..a's office finances the other post-employment benefit on a 
paj-a€-;ou-qo basis with the ASsessOt conttibuting monthly amounts. The 
Assessot's office does not covet the insurance cost for all retitees. 
Fot 202.3, the Assessor paid a total of $37,6%,0 in premiums for a 
retiree. 

As the valuation date of Januaty 1 ,2022, the f...11..1wing employees 
wele covered hv the benefit terms: 

Active patticipants 7 
Retireec 2 
Spouses of Fetitees 1 
Total 10 

Total OPEB Liability 
Coveted Paytv11 
Total 6PEE liability ac 
a u. ll'overed payroll 

The Assesst's total OPEB liability of $2,605,03e3 was determined by an 
actuarial valuation az the valuation date January 1, :022, 
calculated based WI the discount tate and actuatial assumptions below, 
and was plojected to the measutement date December 31, 2023. Any 
significant changes during this petiod have been reflected ac deccribed 
by GASP 75. 

The total OPEB liability in the December 31, 2023, actuarial valuation 
was determined using the following actuaiial assumptions and other 
inputs, applied to all perixis included in the measurement, unlesc 
otherwise cpecified: 

Actuatial Cost Method Entry Age Normal 
Inflation 2.3O. 
Salaty incteases including inflation 3.00i5 
Mortality Rates based on Sex-

 

distinct Pub 201u 
General Mortality 

The discount rate used to measure the total OPEB liability was 
The discount rate was based ..)n the Bond Buyer General Obligation 
LII-B..)nd Municipal Index. 

The plan has not had a fotmal actuatial expetience study petfotmed. 

See Auditorz' Report. 
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MOTE 8 - OMB FOOT INFLOTNENT BENEFITS (continued) 

The following schedule presents the changes in the Assessor's total 
6PEE liability foi the fiscal year 2023: 

Service Cost 
Interest on total OPEB liability 
Ef fect of economic/demographic 
gains ol losses 
Effect of assumption changes or inputs 
Benefit payments 
Net Change in total OBEB liability 
Total r.TEB liability, December 31, 2021 
Total 6PEB liability, Decembei 31, 2023 

73,75$ 
8h,374 

 

The fmllowing schedule piesents the total OPEB liability of the 
A:3sit3svl, calculated usiug the discount rata of 3.26r, as well as what 
the Assessor's total OPEB liability would be if it were calculated 
using a discount rate that is 1 percentage point lower (2.26%) or 1 
percentage point highel I4.2Cs) than the cuirent Late. 

1% Decrease Discount 1- Increase 
2.:o% Rate 3.26-1 4..16%t  

Total OPEB Liability 3,157,252 2,605,030 2,17C,51" 

The foll.wing schedule presents the total OPEB liability of the 
Aseessol, calculated using the culient healthcare cost tiend later as 
well as what the Assessoi's total OPEB liability would be if it wale 
calculated using tzend rates that are 1 peicentage point lower or 1 
percentage point higher than the cuzient tiend zates. 

Cu/rent 
Decrease Trend 1S Increase 

Total 6PEB Liability 2,1-5,574 2,f,IS,d130 3, 1H3, 304 

For the yeai ended December 31, 2023, the Assessc•z recognized OPEB 
expense ..pf $163,613. At December 31, 2u23, the Assessor rep-prted 
deferred outflows of resources and defeiled inflows of iesouices 
tslated the VPEB from the following e...urces. 

Defeiled Deferred 
Outflows of Inflows of 

Resouices  
Diffelences between 
Expected and actual experience 
Changes ili Assumption 
Amounts paid subsequent to the 
Measurement date 

1*1!,,bio 
395,103 

(1m,574) 
(505,455) 

Total  583 713 (5.2 Oi.51 

See Repoit. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

MOTS 8 - OMB FOOT INFLOTNENT BENEFITS (continued) 

Amounts cuirently reported as deferred omtfl.ws of rewinrcen and 
deferied inflows rea...nrcen related to OPEB will be recognized in 
OPEB expense as follows: 

Year ended December '51: 
2024 12,57m 
2025 31,881 
2026 C2,922 
:027 ( 7O-61) 
.11,28 (23,035) 
Theleaftei (22,042) 

54.f44  

NOTE 9 - RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

The Richland Parish Asseswa's office ic located in the courthouse of 
Pichland Paiish. The Police July plovides the office space fol the 
Assessoes c.ffice. Minor. repaile, electiicity, water, and sewer fees 
are all paid by the Police Jury. 

On December 11, 2020, the Assess...I entered into a coopeiative project 
with the Richland 911 Boald to purchase aiiel phot,jgtaphy imagety 
seivicec from Pictometly Inteinational Corp. The Assessor. agreed to 
pay one half of $26,720 or *13,360 on the second anniversary of the 
deliveiy of the ariel photogiaphy. The Assessor paid a total of $13,360 
in 2023 foi imagery selvicee. 

MOTE 10 - LEASES 

The Richland Parich Assessor has entered into the foll.wing operating 
leases. 

On Septembei 21, 2023, the assessor's office signed a contract fol. the 
light to use a cwiel and fax. The contract has monthly paiments Qf 
$215 for 60 months. The lease was noncancelable and contains an option 

puichase the equipment at fair market 7alue at the end of the lease. 
This lease was accounted for undel the lequilemente of GASB Statement 
No. 87, Leases. The total value of the light to use the equipment aud 
the lease obligation war $11,066 calculated at piesent value using a 6-
inctemental hollowing late at the inception of the lease. Payments 
undel this lease totaled $4.30 fc.r 2023. Of those lease payments $2C4 
was allocated to the plincipal of the lease obligatiw: and $166 was 
allocated to ielated interest expense. In addition, the amortization on 
the light to use the leased equipment was $365 for the curient yeal. 
These amounts weie included in the statemeiit of activities. 

See Auditole' Report. 
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MOTE 10 - LEAS10 (Continued) 

The following is 
to use the leased 
required under the 

a schedule by yeatm of the amortization 
equipment and the future minimum 

lease, as of Desembet 31, 2n23. 

Operating Leases 

of the right 
lease payments 

Total 
Minimum 

    

Right t.:. 
Vse As:et Am.:.rtizsti.:.n 

Lgase 
Obligatisn 

Lease 
F'iincipal 

Inteigst 
Expens.i. 

Lease 
iftimentL 

2u24 il,4o4 2,213 11,815 1,8%.+ 1:04 2,Son 
2n25 ;,271 2,217 i,7n7 2,itia 472 2,5au 
^n2G 4,058 2,213 4,4G9 2,23.1. A2 2,5,7:0 
2n27 1,845 2,217 2,te.2 2,)77 2u) 2,5au 
,n2,7! - 1,845 - 2,n92 54 2,150 
77-tale 

 

ln.‘147 

 

li....:01  1.ft.r, 12.47n 

NOTE 11 - CONTRACTS AND cOMMITNENTS 

On Januaty 30, 2023, the Assessot's Office had a contract with 
Flitchaid 6 Abbott, Inc, to piovide appraieal setvicer fot the 2023-
2024 tar. years. The contract required fout semiannual payments of 
$5,500 due in July and November. In 20:'2., the Asaessot's Office paid 
$11,000 f...1 apptaisal services. 

On September 15, 2u22, the Assessors Offir:£• entered into a cooperative 
agteement with the Louisiana Assessors Association and Marshall 
Swift/Boeckh, LCC, to plovide softwaie and retvices to the 
participating Aosessens' officee float Septembet 2022 thtough Septembet 
20:4, with fees to be allocated on a pio rata basis. The ascessoec pro 
tata share, $2,*08, whs paid in 2023. 

The Assessor has c..inttacted with L7C, to piovide s..Iftware and 
hardware suppott for the server and computers in the Assessor's f)ffice. 
The monthly tetainer is $935. In 2023, the Assessor paid $11,220 in 
tetainei fot IT support eervices. 

On July 1, 2n2::4, the Assess:pi-  contracted with Software S Services to 
provide web hosting and online applicati:pn support for July 2023 
through July 2024. In 2023, the Aesessor paid $8,731 ih fees. 

On Januar) 2u, 2023, the As£es:'.or contracted with DataScout, LLC, f..)r 
database softwate and ruppott fot one yeat. In 2023, The Assessol paid 
$5,974 in fees for database softwate licehres and suppott. 

See Auditors' Report. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rapine, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements 

NOTE 12 - TAX ABATEMENTS 

The Industrial Ad Valorem Tax Exemption Program (ITU) pr.wided through 
the Louisiana Department of Economic Development, (authorized pursuant 
to Aiticle VII, Patt II, f:;ection 21(F) of the Louisiana Constitution of 
1m74) authorizes the abatement of ad valorem taxes for a period of up 
to ten years on capital impr:pvements and equipment related to 
manufacturing. Exempted pioperty will be excluded frQm the taxable 
assessments in the palish tax rralls. The Assess-A abated property 
taxes t..) entities in the parish through the ITEP in the amount of 
$13F,61,3 for the year ended December 31, 2023. 

NOTE 13 - RISK MANAGEMENT 

The Assessor -xposed to various risks of loss related to toits; 
theft of, damage to, and destiuction assets; eirots and omissions; 
injuiles to emplmyees; and natuial disasteis. The Asseez.:.L.  hos 
..ibtained coverage from vari..,us commercial insurance companies to reduce 
the exposure to these risks. 

NOTE 14 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

The A..:e.,J:21-A. evaluated its Decembei 31, 2023 financial statements frar 
subsequent e-zents through June 14, 20:4, the date for which the 
financial statements were available for distribution, for potential 
iecognition and disclosure. 

See Auditors' Report. 
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RICHLAND PARISH ASSES:::OP 

Payville, Louisiana 

Schedule of Ccopensation, Reimbuisements, Benefits and Othei Pa.iments 

 

to the Agency Head 

  

Foi the Year Ended Decembel 11, 2(.23 

Emmett "Lee" Brown, III 

Salaiy 138,386 

Expense Checks 

 

Benefits - Insurance 2C,785 

Benefits - Petiiement 18,077 

Vehicle Allowance 22,834 

Defelied Compensation Hatch 11,598 

Tiavel 3,333 

Dues and Registration Fes 2,572 

 

2.37, 424 

See Auditors' Report. The accompanying notes ale an integral part the 

basic financial statements. 



COCHRAN, CLARK & THOMASON 
A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBUC ACCOUNTANTS 

905 JULIA STREET • P.O. Box 538 • RAYVILLE, LA 71269 

SUSAN C. COCHRAN, CPA 
A. CARLTON CLARK III, CPA/ABV, CVA 
LASLEY D. THOMASON II, CPA, CVA 
CHERYL RENFROW BALLARD, CPA 
REBECCA H. MORGAN, CPA 

PHONE (318) 728-4855 
PHONE (318) 728-5670 

FAX (318) 728-6618 
CCR61CCTCPA.NET 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL 
REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING 
STANDARDS 

Richland Parish Assessor 
Rayville, Louisiana 

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable 
to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial 
statements of the governmental activities and the major fund of the 
Richland Parish Assessor, as of and for the year ended December 31, 
2023, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 
collectively comprise the Richland Parish Assessor's basic financial 
statements, and have issued our report thereon dated June 14, 2024. 

Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we 
considered Richland Parish Assessor's internal control over financial 
reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our 
opinions on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of Richland Parish 
Assessor's internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion 
on the effectiveness of Richland Parish Assessor's internal control. 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of 
a control does not allow management or employees, in the normal course 
of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and 
correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such 
that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of 
the entity's financial statements will not be prevented or detected and 
corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, 
or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less 
severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit 
attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose 
described in the first paragraph of this section and was not designed 
to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during 
our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control that 
we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses or 
significant deficiencies may exist that were not identified. 
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Report on Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Richland 
Parish Assessor's financial statements are free from material 
misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an 
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our 
audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results 
of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters 
that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

Purpose of this Report 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control and compliance and the results of that 
testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
entity's internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral 
part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards in considering the entity's internal control and compliance. 
Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

COCHRAN, CLARK & THOMASON 

(jcci{A.— )A22,u„_ 

Rayville, LA 
June 14, 2024 
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PICHLAND PAPISH Agn'lES130)P 
Payville, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Respunses 
Fur the Year Ended Decembeg 31, 2023 

A. SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

1. The Audittyrs' repeit enhgesces an u ied opin n en the 
statements ef the Pichland Pa sh As sur. 

Ne instjnces ef nonc3mpliance mstFrial the fina 
etatements of the Pichland Parich Acsecier were ed during 
the al 

B. FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AUDIT 

Np fin -1inqs in audit refidit fur the year ende 

See Auditors' Repert. 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 
F,Jr the Year Ended Decembsi 31, 2023 

No finding: in audit rep-Jrt foi the year ended 202.1. 

See Andit..ass Report. 
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COCHRAN, CLARK & THOMASON 
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9O5 JULIA STREET • P.O. Box 538 • RAYVILLE, LA 71269 

SUSAN C. COCHRAN, CPA PHONE (3t8) 728-4855 

A. CARLTON CLARK III, CPA/ABV, CVA PHONE (318) 728-5670 

LASLEY D. THOMASON II, CPA, CVA FAx (318) 728-6618 

CHERYL. RENFROW BALLARD, CPA CCR@CCTCPA.NET 

REBECCA H. MORGAN, CPA 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT  
ON APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

To the Richland Parish Assessor and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor: 

We have performed the procedures enumerated below on the control and compliance 
(C/C) areas identified in the Louisiana Legislative Auditor's (LLA's) Statewide 
Agreed-Upon Procedures (SAUPs) for the fiscal period January 1, 2023 through 
December 31, 2023. The management of the Richland Parish Assessor is 
responsible for those C/C areas identified in the SAUPs. 

The Richland Parish Assessor has agreed to and acknowledged that the procedures 
performed are appropriate to meet the intended purpose of the engagement, which 
is to perform specified procedures on the C/C areas identified in LLA's SAUPs 
for the fiscal period January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2023. Additionally, 
LLA has agreed to and acknowledged that the procedures performed are appropriate 
for its purposes. This report may not be suitable for any other purpose. The 
procedures performed may not address all the items of interest to a user of 
this report and may not meet the needs of all users of this report and, as such, 
users are responsible for determining whether the procedures performed are 
appropriate for their purposes. 

The procedures and associated findings are as follows: 

1) Written Policies and Procedures 

a) Obtain and inspect the entity's written policies and procedures and 
observe whether they address each of the following categories and 
subcategories if applicable to public funds and the entity's operations: 

i. Budgeting, including preparing, adopting, monitoring, and amending 
the budget. 

No exCeptions 

ii Purchasing, including (1) how purchases are initiated, (2) how 
vendors are added to the vendor list, (3) the preparation and 
approval process of purchase requisitions and purchase orders, (4) 
controls to ensure compliance with the Public Bid Law, and (5) 
documentation required to be maintained for all bids and price 
quotes. 

No exceptions 

iii. Disbursements, including processing, reviewing, and approving. 

No exceptions 



iv. Peceipts/C,Alections, ihcludihg receiving, rec.oiding, and preparing 
deposits. Also, policies aud pr,jcedures should include management's 
actions to determine the completeness of all collections for each 
type of revenue or agency fund additions (e.g., periodic 
confirmation with outside paities, reconciliation to utility billing 
after cutoff procedures, reconciliation c.f traffic ticket numbel 
sequences, agency fund forfeiture monies confirmation). 

No excn.ptions 

v. Payroll/Personnel, including 11) payroll processing, (2) reviewing 
and approving time and attendance records, including leave and 
overtime worked, and (3) approval process foi employee iates of pay 
Ql approval and maintenance of pay rate schedules. 

No exceptions 

vi. Cohtracting, including (1) types of services iequiring written 
contracts, (2) standard terms and conditions, (3) legal review, (4) 
approval process, and (5) monitoring process. 

No exceptions 

vii. Travel and Expense Reimbuisement, including (1) allowable expenses, 
(2) dollel thresh.olds by category zlf expense, (3) documentati.on 
requiremente, and (4) required approveis. 

No exceptions 

viii. Credit Cards (and debit cards, fuel cards, purchase cards, if 
applicable), including (1) how cards ale to be controlled, (2) 
all.owable business uses, (3) documentation requiiemehts, (4) 
requiied appiovers of statemehts, and (5) monitoiihg caid usage 
(e.g., determining the reasonableness of fuel card purchases). 

No exceptions 

ix. Ethics , including (1) the prohibitions as defined in Louisiana 
Pevised Statute (R.S.) 42:1111-1121, (21 actions to he taken if an 
ethice violati,jn takes place, (3) eystem to mnitor possible ethics 
violati,./ns, and (4) a requirement that documentati.on 13 maintaihed 
to demonstrate that all employees and officials were notified of any 
changes to the entity's ethics policy. 

No exceptions 

x. Debt Service, including (1) debt issuance apprz.val, (2) continuing 
disclosure/EUMA repoiting requiiemehts, (3) debt leserve 
requiiements, and (4) debt seivice requirements. 

No exceptions 



xi. Inf:prmati:pn Technology Disaster Recovety/Business Continuity, 
including (1) identification of ciitical data and frequency of data 
backups, (2) stoiage backups in a separate physical locativn 
isolated from the network, (3) periodic testing/verification that 
backups can be restored, (4) uce of antivirus software on all 
s:fetems, (5) timely application of all available system and softwaze 
patches/updates, and (6) identification of personnel, piocesees, and 
tools needed to recover opelations aftel a ciitical event. 

Thele is no wrirten policy for the timely application of software 
and updates and patches. 

xii. Prevention of Sexual Harassment, including R.S. 4.1:342-344 
iequirements for (1) agency ieeponsibilitias and prohibitions, (2) 
annual employee training, and (3) annual reporting. 

No excepti.Nls 

2) Board or Finance Committee 

Not appli,Tatle 

a) Obtain and inspect the boaid/finance committee minutes for rhe fiscal 
period, as well as the board's enabling legislation, charter, bylaws, or 
equivalent d,.cument iu effect during the fiscal periQd, and, 

i. Observe that the board/finance committee met with a quoLum at least 
monthly, or on a frequency in accordance with the board's enabling 
legislation, chaltel, bylaws, ol other equivalent document. For 
those entities reporting on the governmental accounting model, 
:,bserve whethet the minutes refeienced -Jr included monthly budget-
to-actual compaiisonc on the general fund, quaiteily budget-to-
actual, at a minimum, on ploplietary funds , and semi-annual budget-
to-actual, at a minimum, on all special revenue funds. 
Alternatively, for those entities reporting on the not-for-profit 
accounting model, observe that the minutes Leferenced or included 
financial activity ielating to public funds if those public funds 
complised more than lOs of the entity's collections duling the 
fiscal period. 

For goveinmental entities, obtain the plior yeai audit iaport and 
...bseive the unassigned fund balance in the genatal fund. If the 
general fund had a negative ending unassigned fund balance in the 
pliol yeai audit iepoit, obreive that the minutes foi at least one 
meeting duiing the fiscal period iefelanced or included a folmal 
plan t-J eliminate the negative unassigned fund balance in the 
general fund. 

iii. Obseive whethez the b.aaid/finance comittae ieceived written 
updates of the progress of resolving audit finding(s), according to 
management's coriective action plan at each meeting until the 
findings ale consideied full', resolved. 



.:4) Bank Reconciliations 

No exceptions 

a) Obtain a listing of entit:f  bank accounts for the fiscal period from 
management and management's representation that the listing is complete. 
Ask management identify the entity's main operating account. Select 
the entity's main ..,perating acc..punt and randomly 3elect 4 additional 
acc..lunts (or all acc...unts if lees than 5). Randomly select one month 
from the fiscal peri...d, obtain aud inspect the corresponding bank 
statement and reconciliation for each selected account, and observe that: 

1. Bank reconciliations include evidence that they were prepared within 
2 months of the related statement closing date (e.g., initialed and 
dated :pr electronically logged); 

11. Bank reconciliations include evidence that a member of 
management/bJard member whv does :mit handle cash, post ledgers, vi 
issue checks has reviewed each bank reconciliation within I m..inth 
the date the reconciliation was prepared le.g., initialed and dated 
or electronicall:f  logged); and 

iii. Management has documentation reflecting it has researched reconciling 
items that have been ..lutstanding fox mole than 12 months fr..1m the 
statement cl...sing date, if applicable. 

4) (ex,:ludinq fund trinf.ers)  

No exceptions 

a)Obtain a listing of deposit sites for the fiscal perivd where deposits 
for cash/checks/money orders (cash) are prepared and management's 
representation that the listing is complete. Pandomly select 5 deposit 
sites (or all deposit sites if lees than 5). 

b) For each deposit site selected, obtain a listing of collection 1..pcations 
and management's representation that the listing is complete. Pandomly 
select one c...11ection location for each dEj?.•£lt site (e.g., 5 collecti..In 
locati...ns for 5 deposit sites), .btain and inspect written policies aud 
procedures relating to employee job duties (if there are no written 
policies ..)r procedures, then inquire ..)f employees about their job duties) 
at each collection location, and observe that job duties are properly 
segregated at each collection location such that 

i. Employees responsible for cash collections do not share cash 
diawers/registers: 

ii. Each employee resvinsible for collecting cash is not also 
responsible for preparing/making bank deposits, unless another 
employee/official is responsible for reconciling collection 
documentation (e.g., pre-numbered receipts) to the deposit; 



iii. Each empl:pyee iecponsible for collecting cash is not alas-, 
iespQnsible fvi p'sting cQllection entiles to the geheial ledger or 
subsidiary ledgers, unless anvthei employee/official is tesponsible 
for reconciling ledgez poctings to each other and to the deposit; 
and 

iv. The employee(s) iesponsible for reconciling cash collections to the 
general ledger and/or subcidiary ledgers, by ievenue source and/oi 
agency fund additions, is (are) not also responsible for collecting 
cash, unless anQthei employee/Qfficial velifies the reconciliation. 

c)attain from management a copy of the bond oi insurance policy for theft 
covering all employees who have access to cash. Observe that the bond or 
insuiance policy foi theft was in force during the fiscal period. 

d)Pandomly select two deposit dates f-Jr each of the 5 bank accounts selected 
foi Bank Reconciliations pr:pcedure #3A (select the next deposit date 
chrvnolQgically if :IQ deposits weie made on the clates iandomly selected 
and iandomly select a depvsit if multiple dewsits aze made vn the same 
day). Alternatively, the practitioner may use a souIce document other 
than bank statements when selecting the deposit dates for tecting, such 
as a cash collection log, daily ievenue repc.rt, receipt book, etc. Obtain 
supporting documentation fc.r each of the 10 deposits and: 

1. Observe that receipts are sequentially pre-numbered. 

ii. Tiace sequentially pie-humbeied receipts, system leports, and 
other related collection documentation to the deposit slip. 

iii. Tiace the deposit slip total to the actual deposit pei the bank 
statement. 

iv. Obsei7e that the deposit was made within one business day of receipt 
at the c.'llectiQn location (within Qne week if the depositoly is 
more than la miles from the collection location or the deposit is 
less than $100 and the cach ic stored securely in a locked safe or 
diawer). 

v. Trace the actual deposit pei the bank statement t., the general 
ledger. 

5) tion-Pa..,r,:,11 Disbursements (ex,:audinq puthases, travel reimbursements,  
and petty cash purchases)  

No exceptlons 

a)Obtain a liating of 1:pcationc that procese paymente fot the fiscal period 
and management's iepiesentation that the listing is complete. Panduuly 
select 5 locations (or all locations if les3 than 5). 

b) For each location selected undei pioceduie #5A abc.ve, obtain a listing of 
those employees involved with non-payioll puichasing and payment 
functions. Obtain wiitten policies and procedures relating to employee 
job duties (if the agency has no wiitten policies and procedures, then 



inquire of employees about their job duties), and obsetve that job dutiF£: 
ale pr...perly segiegated such that 

i. At least two employees are involved in initiating a purchase 
request, approving a purchase, and placing an order or making the 
purchase; 

ii. At least tw.., employeec ate involved in procecsing and approving 
paymentc to vendors; 

iii. The employes rasp.•n£iLle for piocessing payments is prohibited 
from adding/modifying vendor files, unless another employee is 
responsible for periodically reviewing changes to vendor files; 

iv. Either the employee/official responsible fol signing checks mails 
the payment gives the signed checks to an employee to mail who 
is not responsible for plocecsing payments; and 

v. Only employees/officials autholi=ed to sign checks appiove the 
electr...nic disbursement ireleace) of fundc, whether through 
automated clearingh...use (ArH), electronic funds transfer (EFT), 
wire tiansfel, oi some othei electronic means. [Note: Findings 
ielated to contiols that constrain the legal autholitlf  of certain 
public officialc (e.g., mayor of a Lawiason Act municipality) 
should not be teported.) 

c) For each location selected under procedure #5A above, ..lbtain the entity's 
non-payroll disbursement transaction population (excluding caldc and 
tlavel reimbursements) and obtain management's leplesentation that the 
population is complete. Randomly select 5 disbuisements foi each 
locatiA), obtain supporting documentation f:pz each transaction, and 

i. 9bseive whether the disbursement, whethei by paper or electronic 
means, matched the related oiiginal itemized invoice and 
supporting documentation indicates that deliverablec included on 
the invoice were received by the entity, and 

ii. Obselve whether the disbursement documentation included evidence 
fe.g., initial/date, electronic loggingl of segregation of dutiec 
tested undei pr..,cedure #5B above, as applicable. 

d) Using the entity's main operating acc...unt and the month selected in Bank 
Reconciliations procedure #3A, randomly select 5 non-payroll-lelated 
electronic disbursements tor all electronic disbursements if lees than 5) 
and obselve that each electionic disbursement was (a) appioved by only 
those pelsons authoiized to dis1?ui£4 funds (e.g., sign checks) pel the 
entity'c policy, and (b) approved by the requited numbei of authorized 
signets. per the entity's policy. Note: If no electzonic payments were 
made from the main opeiating account during the imprith selected the 
plactitioner shvuld select an alternative mvnth and/..si account for testing 
that does include electronic dicbursements. 



6) ciedit r:alds/Fuel (..:dcds)  

exception.5 

a)Obtain fiom management a listing c.f all active credit caids, bank debit 
cards, fuel carda, and putchase calds (catds) for the fiscal period, 
including the card numbers and the names of the persons who maintained 
possession ,./f the caids . Obtain management's representation that the 
listing is c...mplete. 

b) Using the listing piepared by management, randomly celect 5 catds (or all 
cards if less than 5) that weie used during the fiscal period. Randomly 
select one monthly statement ot combined statement for each catd (foi a 
dehit caid, randomly select one monthly bank statement). Obtain supporting 
dsjcumentation, and 

i. Obseive whethei theze is evidence that the monthly statement vi 
combined statement and supporting documentation (e.g., ..aiginal 
receipts foi ctedit/debit card purchases, excepti..in repoits 
excessive fuel card usage) were reviewed and apploved, in wtiting 
(or electionically apploved) by someone othet than the authotimed 
card holdet (those instances tequiring such approval that may 
consttain the legal authotity of certain public officials, such as 
the mapjr ,Jf a Lawlas..In Act municipality, should not be reported): 
and 

Obsetve that finance chaiges and late fees weLe not assessed on the 
selected statements. 

c)Using the mAithly statements ot cmcbined statements selected under 
piocedule #7B above, excluding fuel caids, iandomly select 10 tiansactions 
PA.. a11 transactiQns if less than 10) from each statement, and obtain 
supporting d...cumentation for the transactions (e.g., each card should 
have 10 transactions subject to inspection) . For each transaction, 
obs.alve that it is suppotted by (1) an original itemized receipt that 
identifies ptecisely what was purchased, i2) written documentation c.f the 
business/public purvpse, and (3) documentation ..pf the individuals 
participating in meals (fot meal charges only). For missing receipts, 
the ptactitionei deoctibe the natuie of the transaction and ,./bserve 
whethet management had a cwo(.►ensating contr..11 to addiess missing receipts, 
such as a "micsing receipt statement" that is cubject to incteased 
scrutiny. 

7) Travel and Travel-Related Expense Reimbursements (excluding catd 
transactixis)  

excepticm5 

a) Obtain from management a listing of all travel and travel-related expense 
teimbutsements during the fiscal petiod and management's zepzesentation 
that the listing ..pt general ledget is complete. Randomly select 5 
reimbursements and obtain the related expense reimbursement forms/ptepaid 



expense documentation of each selected reimbursement, as well as the 
supporting documentation. For each of the 5 reimbursements selected 

i. If reimbursed using a per diem, observe that the approved 
reimbursement rate is no more than those rates established either 
by the State of Louisiana or the U.S. General Services 
Administration (www.gsa.gov); 

ii. If reimbursed using actual costs, observe that the reimbursement is 
supported by an original itemized receipt that identifies precisely 
what was purchased; 

iii. Observe that each reimbursement is supported by documentation of 
the business/public purpose (for meal charges, observe that the 
documentation includes the names of those individuals 
participating) and other documentation required by Written Policies 
and Procedures procedure #1A(vii); and 

iv. Observe that each reimbursement was reviewed and approved, in 
writing, by someone other than the person receiving reimbursement. 

8) Contracts  

No exceptions 

a) Obtain from management a listing of all agreements/contracts for 
professional services, materials and supplies, leases, and construction 
activities that were initiated or renewed during the fiscal period. 
Alternatively, the practitioner may use an equivalent selection source, 
such as an active vendor list. Obtain management's representation that 
the listing is complete. Randomly select 5 contracts (or all contracts 
if less than 5) from the listing, excluding the practitioner's contract, 
and 

i. Observe whether the contract was bid in accordance with the 
Louisiana Public Bid Law (e.g., solicited quotes or bids, 
advertised), if required by law; 

ii. Observe whether the contract was approved by the governing 
body/board, if required by policy or law (e.g., Lawrason Act, Home 
Rule Charter); 

iii. If the contract was amended (e.g., change order), observe that the 
original contract terms provided for such an amendment and that 
amendments were made in compliance with the contract terms (e.g., 
if approval is required for any amendment, the documented approval); 
and 

iv. Randomly select one payment from the fiscal period for each of the 
5 contracts, obtain the supporting invoice, agree the invoice to 
the contract terms, and observe that the invoice and related payment 
agreed to the terms and conditions of the contract. 



q) Payroll and Petsonnel  

No ..:iceptions 

a) Obtain a listing of empl...yees and officials employed during the fiscal 
period and management's representation that the listing is complete. 
Randomly select 5 employees c.r officials, obtain telated paid salaties 
and personnel files, and agree paid :alaries to authori:ed salaries/pay 
rates in the personnel files. 

b) Pandomly select one pay period duting the fiscal period. For the 5 
employees or officials selected under procedure ViA abrdve, obtain 
attendance Lecords and leave documentation for the pay period, and 

i. Obeetve that all selected employees or officials documented theit 
daily attendance and leave (e.g., vacati:pn, sick, compensatoiy); 

ii. Obsetve whethet supervisots approved the attendance and leave of 
the selected employees or officials: 

iii. Observe that any leave accrued or taken during the pay peri..4 ic 
teflected in the entity's cumulative leave tecoLds; and 

iv. Observe the Late paid to the employees or officials agtees to the 
authori:ed salary/pay rate found within the personnel file. 

c) Vbtain a listing of those employees ot officials that received termination 
payments duling the fiscal petiod and management's representation that 
the list is complete. Pandomly select two employees ot officials and 
obtain related documentation of the hoots and pay rates used in 
management's termination payment calculations and the entity'a policy on 
teimination payments. AgLee the houis to the employee's or official's 
cumulative leave recolds, agtee the pay iates to the employee's vi 
official's authotized pay rates in the employee's ot official's peisonnel 
files, and agree the termination payment to entity 

d) Obtain management's representation that employer and employee pottions of 
thitd-partlf  palf roll telated amounts ie.g., paytoll taxes, Letirement 
contributions, health insurance premiums, garnishments, wotkers' 
compensation pLemiums, etc.) have been paid, and any assciated forms 
have been filed, by requited deadlines. 

10) Ethics  

No exceptions 

a) Using the 5 Land:Al:1y aelected employees/officials from Payroll and 
Fersonnel procedure 415A obtain ethics documentation float management, and 

i. Observe whether the documentation denvinstrates that each 
employee/official completed one bout of ethics training duting the 
calendat yeaz as requited by P.S. 42:1170; and 



ii.Obser..,e whether the entity maintains documentation which demonstrates 
that each emplvyee and vfficial were notified of any changes to the 
entity's ethics policy dining the fiscal period, as applicable. 

b) Inquire and/or observe whether the agency has appointed an ethics designee 
as iequired by P.S. 42:1170. 

11) Debt Service 

No excnvtions 

a) Obtain a listing of bonds/notes and other debt instruments issued during 
the fiscal period and management's representation that the listing ic 
complete. Select all debt instiuments on the lieting, obtain suppoiting 
documentation, and obseive that State Bond Commission apprQval was 
:pbtained for each debt instrument issued as required by Aiticle VII, 
Section 8 of the IeJuisiana Constituti..m. 

b) Obtain a listing of b..,nds/n..,tes outstanding at the end of the fiscal 
period and management's representation that the listing i3 c..implete. 
Randomly select one bond/note, inepect debt covenants, obtain supporting 
documentation foi the ieserve balance and payments, and agree actual 
reeeive balances and paymente to those required by debt covenants 
(including cAltingency funds, short-lived asset funds, or other funds 
requiled by the debt covenants). 

12) Fraud Notice 

No exceptions 

a)Obtain a listing :A misappropriations of public funds and assetc during 
the fiscal period and management'a representation that the listing is 
complete. Select all misapplopliati.'ne on the listing, obtain supporting 
documentation, and observe that the entity reported the 
misappropriation(s) the legislative auditor and the district attorney 
of the palish in which the entity is domiciled as requiied by B.S. 24:523. 

b) Observe that the entity has posted on its premises and website, the notice 
requiled by R.S. 24:5'23.1 c:pricerning the ieporting of misappropriati:pn, 
fraud, waste, or abuse of public funds. 

13) Information Technology Disastel Recovery/Business Continuity 

No exceptions 

a) Pelform the following procedures, veibally discuas the results with 
management, and report "We performed the procedure and discussed the 
results with management." 

i. Obtain and inspect the entity's most recent documentation that it has 
backed up its ciitical data (if there ie no written documentation, 
then inquiie of personnel responsible for backing up clitical data) 
and ob3erve evidence that such backup (a) occurred within the past 



week, (b) was not atwed :As the govetnment's local server ol netwolk, 
and (c) was enctyptsd. 

ii. Obtain and inspect the entity's most recent documentation that it has 
tested/verified that its backups can be restored (if there is no 
wiitten documentation, then inguite of personnel responsible for 
teeting/velifying backup restolation) and observe evidence that the 
test/verification was successfully performed within the past 3 months. 

Vtitilin a listing the entit7's c,:mputers cuitently in use and theii 
telated locations, and management's repiesentation that the listing 
ic complete. Randomly select 5 computers and obseive while management 
demonstrates that the selected computers have curtent and active 
antivizus eoftware and that the opetating system and accounting system 
softwate in use ate culiently euppoited by the vendot. 

b) Pandomly select 5 terminated employees (ol all terminated employees if 
less than 5) using the list of teiminated emplvyees vbtained in procedure 
M. Observe evidence that the selected terminated emplvyees have been 
removed or disabled from the network. 

c) Using the 5 iandomly selected employees/officials flom Paytoll and 
Personnel pioceduie #9A, obtain cybeisecurity training documentation from 
management, and observe that the documentation demonstrates that the 
following employees/officials with access tc. the agency's inf.,rmati.,n 
technology assets have c...mpleted cybeiseculity ttaining as tequited by 

42:1Z67 . The lequirements are as f..Illows: 

• Hired before June w, 2020 - completed the training; and 

• Hiled on ot after June 9, 20.1n - completed the training within 
days of initial service ol employment. 

14) Prevention of Sexual Hatacsment  

No n.xceptions 

a) Using the 5 tandomly selected employees/officials from Payroll and 
Personnel procedure #9A, obtain sexual harassment training documentation 
flom management, and c.bserve that the documentation 3emc►n€tiate€ each 
employee/official completed at least one houl c.f sexual harassment 
training duting the calendar year as requited by R.S. 42:343. 

b) Cbseive that the entity has posted its sexual halaesment policy and 
complaint procedure on its website (ol in a conspicuous location on the 
entity's premises if the entity does not have a website). 

c)Qbtain the entity's annual sexual haiassment repoit fot the cuirent fiscal 
peliod, .,bserve that the repwt waa dated c.n or befote February 1, and 
:pbserve that the teport includes the applicahle requirements of R.S. 
42:.)44: 

i. Number and percentage of public servants in the agency who have 
completed the training requirements; 



ii. Number of sexual harassment complaints received by the agency; 

iii. Number of complaints which resulted in a finding that sexual 
harassment occurred; 

iv. Number of complaints in which the finding of sexual harassment 
resulted in discipline or corrective action; and 

v. Amount of time it took to resolve each complaint. 

We were engaged by the Richland Parish Assessor to perform this agreed-upon 
procedures engagement and conducted our engagement in accordance with 
attestation standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and applicable standards of Government Auditing Standards. We were 
not engaged to and did not conduct an examination or review engagement, the 
objective of which would be the expression of an opinion or conclusion, 
respectively, on those C/C areas identified in the SAUPs. Accordingly, we do 
not express such an opinion or conclusion. Had we performed additional 
procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would have been 
reported to you. 

We are required to be independent of Richland Parish Assessor and to meet our 
other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical 
requirements related to our agreed-upon procedures engagement. 

This report is intended solely to describe the scope of testing performed on 
those C/C areas identified in the SAUPs, and the result of that testing, and 
not to provide an opinion on control or compliance. Accordingly, this report 
is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, 
this report is distributed by the LLA as a public document. 

Cochran, Clark & Thomason 

Rayville, La 
June 14, 2024 



RICHLAND PARISH ASSESSOR 
EMMETT "LEE" BROWN, Ill, C.L.A. 

A CERTIFIED LOUISIANA ASSESSOR 

Courthouse Building Telephone: 318-7.28-4491 
708 Julia St., Roorn 115 Fax: 318-728-6478 
Rayville, LA 71269 lee@rpao.org 

MANAGEMENT'S REPSONSE TO STATEWIDE 
AGREED UPON PROCEDURES FINDINGS  

1. a. xi). W. have updated c.ur written pc.licy tr) include our plc,cedulez f,-)r 

timely update:: of :Alt zystemz and e.c.ftware. 
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