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INDEPENDENT AU DITO R S' REPO RT 

To tile M em bers of the Second Judicial 
Dislirict lndigem  D efender Board 

3onesboro, Louisiana 

M em bers 
Am erican Institute of 

Certified Public Accountants 

W e have audited tile accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Second Judicial D istrict lndigenli 
IIefender Board, parishes of Bienville, Claiborne, and Jackson Louisiana, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1999. These general purpose financial statem enlis are the responsibility of the Second Judicial D istrict Indigent 
D efender Board's m anagem eut. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial 
sliateulelltS based Oll oar audil. 

~N e conduclied our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and G overnm ent A uditing 
St'and ards, issued by lihe Corn ptroller G eneral of the I] niled States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform 
lille andit to obliain reasonable assurance about w hether the geueral purpose financial statem ents are free of nm terial 
m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the 
general purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that 
our andili provides a reasonable basis for our Olfinion. 

Ill onr opinion, lihe general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, ill all m aterial respects, tile 
financial posifion of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board of Louisiana as of Decem ber 31, 1999, and 
the results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

111 accordance w ith G overnm ent A uditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated A pril 3, 2000, oll our 
consideration of lihe Second Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board of Louisiana's internal control over financial 
reporting and our tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and granlis. 

K enneth D . Folden &  Co. 
Cerlified Public A ccountanlis 

.Ionesboro, Louisiana 
A pril 3, 2000 



 



 



INTRO DUCTIO N 

SECO ND JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BO ARD 
PAR ISIIES O F BIEN VILLE, CLAIBO RNE AND JACK SO N , 1,O U IS1ANA 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1999 

The Second Judicial l)islrict Indigent Defender Board is established in com pliance w ith Louisiana Revised Statutes 
15:144-149, to provide and com pensate counsel appointed to represent indigents in crim inal and quasi-crim inal cases 
on the district court level. The judicial district encompasses the parishes of Bienville, Claiborne and Jackson, 
] .ouisiana. The board at present has four m em bers w ho serve w ithout com pensation. Each bar association fl-om the 

representative parishes nominates members for selection to the board. The judges of the District then appoint board 
m em bers from the nom inations. The board has no em ployees, bat does retain an attorney to act as chief indigent 
defender to adm inister the operations of the board. This attorney is paid a m onthly retainer and is accountable to 
the board. The board has no em ployees; all legal services are on a contract basis. 

:~. SI]M M ARY O F SIG NIFICA NT A CCO UN TING PO LICIES 

A. BA SIS O F PR ESENTA TIO N 

T ile accom panying general pnrpose financial statem ents of the Second Judicial D istrict Indigent l)efender Board 

have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental unil:s. The Governmental Aeconnling Standards ]Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-selling 
body for establishiing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

]B. I~,F,I'O IYFING FNTIT~ 

G overnm ental A ccounting Standards Board Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining the 
governm ental repartiug entity and com ponent units that should be included w ithin the reporting entity. The basic 
criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin the reporting entity is financial accountability. For 
financial reportin[.~; purlm scs, in conform ance w ith G A SB Statem ent N o. 14, the Second Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board il:,cludes all funds, account groups, et cetera, that are within the oversight responsibility of the 
Indigent Defender Board. Oversight responsibility is determ ined on tile basis of appointm ent of governing body, 
ability to significantly influence operations, accountability for fiscal m atters, and the nature and significance of 
all organization's relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent. Based on tile consideration of the foregoing criteria, 
the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is deem ed to be a separate reporting entity. Certain nnits 
of local governm ent over which the lndigent D efender ]Board exercises no oversight responsibility, such as tile 
parish police jury, parish school board, other independently-elected officials, and municipalities witbin tile parish, 
arc excluded front tile accom panying financial statem ents. T hese units of governm ent arc considered separate 
rclm rting entities and issne financial statem ents separate front those of tile Indigent D efender Board. 

C , FUN I) AC CO 1JNTING 

T he Indigent l)cfim der Board uses fire d accounting to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to denm ustrate legal com pliance and Io aid financial m anagem ent by 
segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. A fire d is a separate accounting 
entity w ith a self-bahm cing set of accounts. 

The sole fund of the: I ndigcot D efender Board is classified as a governm ental fund. A description of governm ental 
fim ds and the fund type utilized by the lndigeut D efender Board follow s. 



 

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BO AR1) 
PARISItES O F BIENVILLE, CLAIBORNE AND JACK SO N, 1,OUISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING (Continued) 

G O VERNM ENTAl, FUND TYPES 

G overnm ental filnds acconnl for an agency's general aclivitics, including the collection and disbnrscm cnl of 
specific or legally restricted m onies, and tile acquisition of general fixed assets. The G overnm ental fire d of the 
Indigent l)efcnder Board is a 

G eneral Fnnd 

The general nperafillg fund w hich accounts for all financial resources, cxccp! tbose required to be accouuted 
for in olhcr fluids. All resources of the Second Judicial District Indigent Defender Board are accounted for 
in the G eneral Fund. 

D . BA SIS O F A CCO U NTIN G 

Tile accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. 
G overunlenlal funds arc accounted for using a current financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith Ibis 
nlcasnrcnlcu| focus, ouly current assets and cnrrcut liabilities arc gcucrally included Oil tile balance sheel. 
O pcrafing slalcm cnts of these fim ds present increascs and decreases in net current assets. Tile m odified accrual 
basis of accounting is used by the governm ental funds. G overnm ental funds use the follow ing practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures: 

R eveuues - Conr! costs on fines and forfeitures, im llosed by the district and city courts, arc recorded iu tile 
year they arc collected by the courts. Substantially all other revenues are recorded w llen received. 

Expenditures -. Expeuditnrcs arc generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accouutiug w hen 
the related fnn d liability is irrcurrcd. 

E. BUI)G ETAR Xl PR ACTICES 

Budgets arc adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Tire board must 
m eet and approve all bndget changes or am endm ents. A t year end all appropriations lapse. Budget am ounts arc 
as originally adoplcd. 

F. ENCUM I~R ANCI~S 

I,hrcum braucc accounting, under w hich purchase orders, contracts and other com m itincuts for tile expenditure 
of m onies arc recorded in order to reserve that portion of tile applicable appropriation, is not em ployed by tire 
ludigcnt D efender Board. 

G. CASlt AND CASII EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM ENTS 

Casb irrcludcs am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and m oney m arket accounts. Cash 
cqnivalcuts include am ounts ill short-term tim e deposits. U nder state law , tire Board m ay deposit filnds in delnand 
deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having their priucipal offi ces in Louisiana. 



 

SECO N D JUDICIAL D ISTR ICT INDIG ENT D EFEND ER BO A RI) 
PAR1SItES O F BIENVILLE, CLAIBORNE AND JACK SON, LO UISIANA 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G. CASII AND CAStt EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTM FNTS (Continued) 

Under slate law , tile Board m ay invest ill U nited States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These arc classified 
as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original m aturities are 90 days o1" less, 
they are classified as cash equivalents. At Decem ber 31, 1999, tile Sccom l Judicial D istrict indigent Defender 
Board had no investm ents. 

11. FIXEI) A SSETS 

Fixed assets of governm ental funds are recorded as expenditures at the tim e they arc purchased o1" constructed, 

and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in Ihc general fixed assets accmmt group. No depreciation has 
becu provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 

2. C A SII 

AI December 31, 1999, Ihc Indigent Defender Board had cash (book balances) totaling $203,703 as follows 

lntcreslt-bearing dem and deposils 
Tim e deposits 

Tolal 

$ 53,703 
150,000 

~_ 203.709 

These dcposils are stalted at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (o1" tile relating bank 
halanccs) m ust be secu red by federal deposit insurance or tile pledge ofsccurifics owned by the fiscal agent bank. The 
m arket value of the pledged securities plus tile federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit 
with ll~e fiscal agent. These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial 
bank that is m utually flccepted lo bath parties. At ])ecem bcr 31,1999, the Second Judicial District ! ndigent Dcfem lcr 
Board has $203,703 ill deposits (collected bank balances), ill three financial institntions. These deposits are secured 
from risk by $203,703 of federal deposit insurance. 

3. R EC E1VAllLES 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of receivables at D ecem ber 31, 1999 

C lass of Receivable 

Court costs on titles and forfeitures $ 3,670 
Bond i~rcm ium fee 

_ _ __  1~215 

Total $ 4,885 

4. EIX EI) A SSETS AN t) LO N G TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

The changes in general fixed assets follow : 

Equipm ent 

Total 

Baian~e a] Balance at 
January Ii 

..
i,i.o,s 1)~cemh~r 31, 1999 1999 

$ 15.630 $ $ $ 15.630 

$ 15,630 NO NE NO NE $ 15.630 

There arc no long-term obligations at D ecem ber 31, 1999 
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R EPO R T O N C O M PLIA N C E A N D O N INTERN A L C O N TR O L 
O V ER FINAN CIAL REPOR TING BA SED O N AN AUD]T O F 
FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RD AN CE 

W ITII G O V ERN M EN T A U D ITIN G STA N D A R D S 

To tile M em bers of the Second Judicial 
D istrict hldigent l)efeader Board 

Joncsboro, Louisiana 

W e have audited tile [.~cneral purpose financial statem ents of tile Second Judicial District Indigent lIefender Board 
of Lnuisiana, as of and for the ),car ended l)ecem bcr 31,1999, and have issued our report thereon dated A pril 3, 2000. 
W e condncted onr audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards applicable to financial andits 
contained in G overnm ent A nditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. 

(~nnpliance 
As part of ohtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the Second Jndicial D istrict Indigent l)efender Board of 
I ~onisiana's financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its colnpliance w ith certaill 
provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and lnaterial 
effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. Ifow cver, providing all opinion on com pliance w ith those 

provisions was not an abjcctivc of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our 
tests disclosed no inslallCe of noncom pliance that is reqnired to be reported under G overnm ent A nditing Standards 
w hich is described in 1he accom panying schedule of fim lings and questioned costs. 

nternal C ontrol O ver Financial }~e;)ortin~, 
la planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the Second Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board of 

1,ouisiana's internal control over fnancial reporting in order to determ ine our audiling procedures for the purpose 
of expressing onr opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the iaternal control over 
tinancial reporting. O nr consideration of the iaternal control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose 
all m atters in tile internal control over financial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A nlaterial weaklleSS 
is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore of the iuternal control com ponents does not rcduce to 
a relatively low lcvcl the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the financial 
statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be dctected w ithin a tim ely period by cm ph)yees ill the norm al conrse 
of perforlning their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over film ncial reporting 
and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for tile inforlnation of m anagem ent. H owever, this report is a m atter of public record and its 
distribution is not lim ited. 

K enneth D. Folden & Co. 
Certified Public A ccountants 

Joncsboro, Louisiana 
A pril 3, 2000 



 


