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N D EPEN D ENT A U DITO R'S REPO RT 



M [M S[R 
AM ERICAN INS]I]-UTE O F 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC AC;CO UNTAN~S 

flan~cs gates 
C ER]IFIED PU81.1C ACCO UNTANT 
612 BARKSDALE BOULEVARD 

BOSSIER CITY, k OUISIANA 71111 

EndeDendent Auditor 's Report 

Board of Cc,imniss~oners 
Cypress-Black Bayou Recreation and 
Water Conservation District 

Benton , Lo~: i slana 

T[ l [PHONe 

(318) 742-5238 
F'AX (318) 742-,5766 

] have audited the genera] purpose financial statements of the Cypress-Black Bayou 
Recreation and Water Conservation District (the '~Distrlct"), as of and for the two 
years ended December 31, 1999, as ].isted in the accompanying table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the DJstrlct's 
management . My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial ~;tatements based on my audit. 

I conducte6 my audit in accordance with generally accepted aud:itlng standards and the 
standards ~{pp]icable to financial a[~dits col]ta]ned in Government Auditing Standards, 

issued by the Comptroller General of the United States . Thoae ~;tandards require that 
I plan and porform the audit to obtaJ n reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial ~tatements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, 
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures Jn the financial 
statements . An audit also inc]udes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation . ~ believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my 
opln] on . 

In my opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present 
falr]y , in a]l materla] respects, the financial position of the Cypress-Black Bayou 
Recreation and Water Conservation District, as of December 33, 19!)9, and the results 
of operations for the two years then ended in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles . 

In accordance with Government Audltlng Standards, I have 
June 22, 2000 on my consideration of the Cypress-Black 
Conservation District's internal control over financial 
compliance with certain provisions of ]aws, regulations, 

June 22 , 2000 

also issued a report dated 
Bayou Recreation and Water 
reporting and my tests of 
contracts and grants . 
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CYPRESS-BLACK BAYOU RECREATION AND 
W ATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Benton. Louisiana 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

Cash and cash equivaleIlls 
(nole 1-F and 3) $ 

Receivables (note 4) 
Land, buildings, eouipment 
and improvements (note 5) 
Amount available for 
debt Service 
Amount to be prov ded for 
[etiremenl of general 
tong term debt 

Balance Sheet, December 31, 1999 

GOVERNMEN]AL 
FUND - 

OENERALFUND 

0 

0 

...ACCOUNT 
GENERAL 
FIXED 
ASSETS 

0 $ 
O 

0 

9 

TOTAL ASSE] S AND 
OTHER OE BI3 S $ 11,801,761 $ 

LIABI[ ITIES AND 
FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 
Account payable $ 
Payroll deduction ~. arid 
withholdings payable 
Capilal leases payable (note 8) 

Fund Equity: 
Investment in get eral 
fixed assets 

Fund Balance: 
Reserved to[: 
Capital Construction 
Unreserved - 
U+~desigr~ated 

Total Fund EqL ity 

TOTAL LIABIL I] IES 
AND FUND EOUI'I Y 

31,525 $ 

1.427 
0 

0 $ 

0 
D 

32,952 0 

0 11,801,761 

1,840 0 

508.181 0 

507j0021 
_ _ __

1
.~,80~  

Statemenl A 

GROUPS .. 
GENERAL TOIAL 
LONG-TERM (MEMORANDUM 

DEBT ONL_Y_J 

0 $ 
o 

o 

0 

o 

o $ 

o $ 

o 
8 

188,766 
351.207 

0 

0 

31.525 

1,427 
0 

0 32.952 

0 

$ 539,973 $ 11,801.761 $ 0 

~[he accol~pal~yiII9 ~otes are an il~tegfal part o1 this statemel~t 

2 

11.801.761 

1,840 
0 

~ 308,782 



REVENUES 
Ad vaIorem taxes 

CYPRESS-BL ACK BAYOU RECREATION AND 
W ATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Benton, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 

Inlergovernnlental revenue 
State Revenue Sharing (net) 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Permils, leases, and lees 
Sales and charge!; for 
gOOds and services 
Use of money and property - 
interest earnings on in- 
vestments 
Grants 
giber revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
General government: 
Legislative-Commissioners 
per diem (Schedule 1 ) 
Finm~ce and administrative 
CuSure and recreation 
Personal service: 
Salaries and wages 
Employee benefits 
Security 
Nature Cenler 
Operating services 
Utilities 
Com munications 
Mainlenance of property 
and equipment 
Insurance and surety 
bonds 

Zoo 
Operations 
Construction 

O8/er expenddures 

EXCESS OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE Al 
END OF YEAR 

Statement of RevenLles, Expenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

For the Year Ended December 31. 1999 

ltle accompanying notes are an integral pail of this statement 

3 

BUDGET 

$ 306,922 $ 

19,272 
138,753 
342,720 

2.400 

5,358 
14,300 
107,148 

936.873 

2,400 

7,353 
14,300 
113.932 

957.759 

2,040 
36.144 

228,024 
26,800 
123,237 
4,889 

40,194 
13,477 

273,117 

60,490 

29,518 
14,550 
36.977 

873,727 889,457 

63,146 68,302 

97.549 438,719 

Statement B 

'VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

~UkE&VQRABLE~ 

(2,568 

1,139 

13,536 

0 

1,995 

6.784 

5.156 

341.170 



REVENUES 
Ad valorem taxes 
Inlergovernmenlaf revenues 
State Revenue Sharing (net 
Permits, leases, aqd fees 
Sales and charges foe 
goods and services 
Use of money and properly - 
interest earnings on in- 
veslnlents 
Giants 
Other revenues 

Total revenue!; 

EXPENDITURES 
General govern ment: 
Legislative-corn missi 
per diem (Schedule 
Finance and adnlinistfalion 
Culture and recreation: 
Personal service 
Salaries and wages 
Employee benefits 
Security 
Natu{e Center 
Operating services: 
Utildies 
Communications 
Mainlenance of properly 
and equipnlenl 
Insurance and 

Total expendilu:-es 

EXCESS OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE A] 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 
RepaymentofPd(~YearGranl 
FUND BALANCE AT 
END OF YEAR 

CYPRESS BLACK BAYOU RECREATION AND 
W ATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Benton, Louisiana 

GOVERNMENTALFUND -GENERALFUND 

Slatement of Revenues, E!xpenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1998 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this slatement 

B._U_D_ _G_ET  

$ 335,000 $ 

18,500 
373,696 

2.710 

$ 

5,200 
50,090 
_ 3,800 

789.905 

4,250 
37.820 

236,850 
32,750 
66,500 
3,900 

52,000 
8,200 

121,653 

87,000 

4,918 
450 

6,800 
135,000 
28.648 

829.943 

4,040 
37,912 

240,105 
33,293 
64,743 
3,764 

50,182 
9,141 

132,113 

57,411 

4,918 
450 

12,132 
74,484 
30.944 

755.632 

Statement C 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

IU_N. F&V__O_RAB~ EJ 

3,383 

771 
8,385 

(7 

2,339 
25,090 

197 

210 
(92 

(3,255 
(543 
1,757 
136 
0 

1,818 
(941 

10,460 

29,589 

0 
O 

(5,332) 
60,516 
12~  

71,105 

(36,832) 74,311 111,143 

118,724 449,721 330,997 

$ 438,719 5 



CYPRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AN[) 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended December 33, 1999 

i . SUM MI~RY OF SIGN IFICANT A CCOUN TING POL IC IES 

The Cypress--Black Bayou Recreation and Water Conservation 
D istrict was created by Act 292 of 1958 to develop the wealth and 
natural resources of the District by conserving water for 
agricultural , municipal, recreational, commercial, industrial, and 
sanitary purposes . The District is comprised of a board of five 
commissioners , one each appointed by the Bossier Parish Police Jury , 
the Bossier Parish School Board , the mayor and governing authority of 
the City of Bossier City , the mayor and governing authority of the 
Town of Benton , and the Bossier Levee District . 

The basic criterion for determ in ing whether a governmental 
department, agency , institution , commission , public authority , or 
other governmental organization should be included Jn a primary 
governmental unit 's reporting entity for genera] purpose financial 
statements is financial aecountabi]ity . Financial accountability 

includes the appointment of a voting majority of the organization's 
govern ing body and the ab ility of the primary government to impose its 

will on the organization or if there is a financial benefit/burden 
re] ationsh/p . In addition , an organization whic.h is fiscal]y 
dependent on the primary government should be included in its 
reporting entity . 

Based upon the above criterion for determining the governmental 
reporting entity and component units that should be included within 
the reporting entity and state statutes that created the District 
giving it the authority over a]] operations ; which inc]udes the hiring 
and retention of employees, authority over budgeting , responsibility 
for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds, the District 
was determ ined to be a primary governmental entity and has a 
component unit over wh ich it exercises oversight: responsib ility . 

The financial statements present the District (the primary 
government) and its component: unit:. The component unit discussed 
below is included in the District 's reporting entity because of the 
sign ificance of its operational or financial relationship w ith the 
D istrict . 

(Continued) 



CYPRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREATION AND 
WATER CONSERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Lou isiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

CYPRESS -BLA CK BAYOU ZOOLOGICA L GARDEN A SSOCIATION , IN C 

The Cypress-Black Bayou Zoological Garden Association, Inc. (Zoo) 
was incorporated on March 24 , 1995 as a nonprofit: corporation under 
the laws of the State of Louisiana and has been approved by the 
Interna] Revenue Service as a Sec 501 (c) (3) corporation for the 
purpose of soliciting grants and donations for the operation of a 
children 's petting zoo . The members of the Zoo 's Board of Directors 
consists of the J ndiv iduals that comprise the DJ strJ ct ' s Board of 
Commissioners and has an volunteer adv isory Board , Jt has been b lended 
with the District 's financial statement . 

A . FUND A CCOUNT ING 

"]'he accounts of the District are organized on the basis 
of a fund (General Fund) and account groups, eaclh of which 
is considered a separate accounting entity . The operations 
of the General Fund are accounted for w ith a separate set 
of sel f-balancing accounts that comprises its assets , 
]iabJ] JtJes , fund equity , revenues, and expenditures . The 
Genera] Fund is the genera], operating fund of the District 
and accounts for all financial activities of the District . 

B . GENERA L FIXED A SSETS 

Fixed assets are accounted for in the General 
A ssets Account Group , rather than in the General Fund 
depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets . 
fixed assets are valued at historical cost . 

Fixed 
~ No 
A ]I 

<['he account group is not a fund . It is concerned only 
with the measurement of financial position and does not 
invclve measurement of results of operations . 

C . BA S IS OF A CCOUNT ING 

Basis of accoun ting refers to when revenues and 
expend]tures are recognized and reported in the financial 
statements . Basis of accounting relates to the timing of 
the measurements made , regardless of the measurement focus 
app lied . The General Fund is accounted for using the flow 

(Continued) 



CYPRESS -BLA CK BAYOU RECREAT ION AN D 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

of current financial resources measurement focus . The 
General Fund is reported on the modified accrual basis of 
accounting using the following practices in recording 
revenues and exp enditures : 

Re vcLn_ u e s 

Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue 
sharing are recorded in the year the taxes are 
assessed . Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar 
year basis , become due on November 15 of each year , and 
become delinquent on December 31 . The taxes are 
generally colleeted in December of the current year and 
January and February of the ensuing year . 

Interest income on certificates of deposits is 
recorded when the deposits have matured and the 
interest is availab]e . Interest income on interest 
bearing demand deposits is recorded at the end of each 
month when credited by the bank . 

Substantially al] other revenues are recorded when 
received . 

~ {~j!dj t u_r_e>_ 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related 
fund liability is incurred , except for principal and 
interest on genera] long -term debt , which are 
recognized when due , and compensated absences, which 
a<ce recognized when the leave is actual]y taken . 

I). BUDGET PRACT ICES 

The proposed budgets for the fiscal years ended 
December 31, 1998 and ]999, were made available for public 
inspection at the District 's office on December 9, ].997 and 
November 18 , 1998 , respectively . The proposed budgets , 
prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting , were 

published Jn the official journal prior to the public 
(Continued) 



CY PRE SS-BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AND 
WATEB CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Lou isiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

hearJn(3, which was held at the District:'s o:[fice , for 
comments from taxpayers . The budget is legally adopted and 
amended, as necessary , by the Board of Commissioners . At 
fiscal close , all unexpended appropriations ]apse and must 
be reappropriated in next year 's budget to be expended . 
Encumbrances are not recorded or recognized in the 
Dist:rict 's budget . All changes in the budget must be 
approved by the Board of Commissioners . 

Formal budget integration (within the accounting 
records) is employed as a management control device . 
Budget amounts included in the accompanyJ ng financial 
statemen ts include the original adopted budget and all 
subsequent amendments . 

E . ENCUMBRANCES 

Encumbrance accounting , under which purchase orders are 
recorded in order to reserve that portion of t:he applicable 
appropriation , is not employed in the District 's accounting 
s y s t e m . 

F . CASH AN[) CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Under state law , the District may deposit funds in 
demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits , money 
market accounts, or time deposits w ith state banks organized 
under LouJ sJ ana law and national banks hav ing their 
prJr:cipa] offices in Louisiana . 

G . INVENTOR IES 

Inventories of the District consist of expendable 
supp] Jes held for consumption and resale . The cost is 
recorded as an expenditure at the time of purchase . 

Inventories on hand at December 31, 1998, which is during 
the D istrict 's off-season , are not material and are not 
reflected Jn the accompany ing financial statemen ts . 

(Continued) 



CYPRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AND 
WATER CONSERVAT ]0N D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

H . VA CAT ION AN D SICK LEAVE 

Full-time employees earn vacation leave from one to 
three weeks each year, based upon their length of 
employment . Hourly -wage employees, who work less than full- 
time, earn vacation leave based on the average time worked . 
Upon termination , employees are paid for accumulated 

vacation leave. Subject to availability of funds, 
employees are authorized sick leave with pay at the 
superw [sor 's discretion and with a doctor 's certificate . 

A t December 31 , 1999 , employee leave benefits: requiring 
recogn ition Jn accordance w ith GA SB Codification Section C60 
were determined to be immaterial and are not included within 
the Genera] Long -Term Debt A ccount Group . The cost of leave 
prJ vi I eges , computed J n accordance wJ th the above 
codification , is recognized as a current-year expenditure 
within the General Fund when leave is actually taken . 

I . TOTA L COLUMN ON BALAN CE SHEET 

The total column on the balance sheet is captioned 
Memorandum Only (overview) to indicate that it is presented 
only to facilitate financial analysis . Data Jn the column 
does not present financial position in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles . Neither is such 
data comparable to a consolidation . 

2 . LEVIED TAXES 

The following is a summary of authorized and levied ad valorem 
taxes foz" the two years ended December 31 , 1999 : 

Authorized Levied Expiration 

_ _  
M i 1 ]_ _a~ e__ Millaqe _D_at _e 

Operation and maintenance 1 . 54 1 .54 2 006 

In October , 1995, the voters within the District authorized the 
District to levy a i0 year 1 . 54 mills for the purpose of improving , 
operating and maintain ing the pub lic facilities of said D istrict for 

(Continued) 



CY PRESS-BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AND 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

the benefit of the public, including the construction , operation and 
maintenance of a children 's zoo . 

3. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At December 31, 1999, the district has cash and cash equivalents 
{book balances) totaling $187,237 as follows: 

Demand deposits 
Interest Bearing Demand deposits 
Time deposits 

Total 

$ ]8,488 
126 ,904 
4 3_,.3j~  

$18 ~~:,~%6 6 

These deposits are stated at cost , which approximates market . 
Under state law , these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must 
be secured ]by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank . The market value of the pledged 
securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal 
the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent . Deposits (bank balances) 
at December 3], 1999, total $199,218 and are secured by federal 
deposit insurance and pledged securities with a market value of 

$399,699. 

4 ~ RECE IVABLES 

The following is a summary of receivables at December 31, 1999 

Class of Receivable 

Ad va]orem taxes 
State revenue sharing 

]0 

$337,601 
~ 3~ 6 o~  

$3sj~ 2pv 
Continued) 



CYPRESS -BLA CK BAYOU RECREAT ION AND 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

5 . CHAN GES IN GENERA L FIXED A SSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets fo:r the two years 
ended December 3] , 1999, fo]].o w s : 

Buildings 
Land and and 

J~mprovements !~ ov~nents Equipment_  Total 
Balance at 

January ], ]998 $10,486,57] 
Addit~orls 
I]e]~~tio~s 

$ 883,]37 
74 ,4[{4 

tl[}~ 

$ 300,993 
I0.572 

$[[1,6'70,701 
85 ,056 

-- --  (756 

Balance at 

December Zl, ]998 $!0,486,571 $
= ~ 5 6~886~ $ 33],56% $1LO~2J55. O0! 

$10,486,571 

Balance at 

December 31, ]999 $~0,4861571 $ 98~ 6_  8~ 

Addit J ons to general 
facilities constructed by 

6 . PENSION PLAN 

$ 311,565 
]7 ,941 

fixed assets consist of purchases and 
the DJstr:[(;t with its own employees 

7 . POST RETIREMENT HEALTH CARE AN[) L IFE IN SURANCE BENEFITS 

The D istrict has no retired emp loyees as of DecenJ]er 31
, 1999 . 

( Cent inued) 

ii 
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CY PRESS -BLA CK BAYOU RECREAT ION AND 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

CH~ ~GES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT/CAPITALIZED LEASE/PURCHASE 
COMM ITM ENT 

In 1995, the District purchased radio equipment at a total cost 
of $]8,707, paying $5,000 down and entering into a three year 
lease/purchase agreement on the remaining balance of $13,707. The 
agreement calls for an annual payment of $5,368, :including interest 
at 8 .2%, due on February ist , beqJnning February ], 1996 . After 

making the February I, 1998 payment, the lease/purchase was paid in 
full ; and therefore , the restriction of the General Fund fund balance 
has b een removed . 

A summary of changes in general long-term debt for the two years 
ending December 3] , 1999, follows : 

Cap italized lease payab le 
at January i , 1998 

Balances ret:ired : 
Feb ruary I , 1998 

Capitalized ]ease payable 
at December 31 , 1998 and 3.999 

$ 4,918 

$ 0- 

In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :562 , the District 
is legally restricted from incurring long-term bonded debt in excess 
of i0 percent of the assessed value of taxable, property in the 
District. At December 31, ]999, the statutory limit is $22,336,988. 

9 . CHA/qOE S I~ RESERV ED FUND BALAN CE 

The following provide.s detail 
balance for the year ended December 

Reserved at January i, ]998 
Increases - Grant received 

for construction 
Decreases -- Payment 

R eserved at D ecemb er 3] , 1998 

]2 

on changes J n the reserved fund 
31 , 1998 : 

Cap italized 
Lease/ 

Purchase 

$ 4,918 

(4,91s) 

Cap ital 
Construction 

Pro~e_ct 
$ 85,313 

75 ,240 

11%8 6~61!11) 

(Continued) 



CY PRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AND 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 

Reserv ed at January i , 1999 
Inc~-eases - Grant received 

for construction 
Decreases - Payment 

Reserved at December 3].. 1.999 

13 

- 0- 

- 0~ 
- 0- 

1 ,942 

14 ,300 

_ 14 ,302 
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CY PRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AND 
WATER CONSERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Schedule of Compensation Paid Commissioners 
For the Two Years Ended December 31, i999 

COMPENSA TION RA ID COMMISSIONERS 

This schedu le of compensation 
compliance with House Concurrent 

Schedule I 

paid commissioners is presented in 
Resolution No . 54 of the 1979 Session 

of the Louisiana Legislature . In accordance with Louisiana Revised 
Statute 38 :2605 , the comm issioners are entitled to receive , out of 
available funds of the District, a per diem allowance of $40 for each 
meeting c:,f the District that they attend , but no such allowance shall 
be paid for more than 36 meetinqs in any calendar year . 

Walter BL~ckmaster 
Wes]ey BurdSne 
Ernest Cov ington 
James Huckabay 
Ray Urban 
John wh ittSngton 

Tota l 

]999 
NUMBER AMOUNT 

i0 
0 

15 
13 
13 
4 

14 

400 
- 0- 
6OO 
52O 
52O 
160 

$2,200 

1998 
NUMBER AMOUNT 

0 
16 
24 
22 

20 
22 

$~,160 



 

O TH ER REPOR TS REQ UIRED B Y 
G O VERNM EN T A UDITIN G S TA NDA RD S 



M t M BfF~ 

AM EB]CAN INS]ITUT[! O F 
C[ RTIf'I[ D PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

flaalcs U. /gates 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
612 BARRSDALE BO ULEVARD 

BOSSIER CITY. LOUISIANA 71111 

TEt EPNONt. 
(318) 742-5238 

f AX (318) 742-5766 

REPURT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIA 
REPORTING EA SED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERA74EN T A UDIT STANDARDS 

Board of Commissioners 
Cypress-Black Bayou Recreation and 
Water Conservati on Di strict 

Benton, Lot~i siana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Cypress-Black 
Bayou Recreation and Water Conservation District, as of and for the two years 
ended December 33, 1999, and have issued my report thereon dated June 22, 2000. 
] conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
the standa:cds applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Compl i ante 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Cypress-Black Bayou 

Recreation and Water Conservation District's general purpose financial statements 
are free of material misstatement, ] performed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regu]ations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with 
which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial 
statement amounts . However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do *lot express 
such an opinion . The results of my tests dlsc]osed no instances of noncompliance 
that are r(~quJred to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. However, 
I noted ce:ctain Jmmaterlal instances of noncompliance that I have reported to 
management of Cypress-Black Bayou Recreation and Water Conservation District, in 
a separate letter dated June 22, 2000. 

Internal Cc.ntrol Over Financial ReDorti 
In planning and performing my a~dit, I considered Cypress-Black Bayou 

Recreation and Water Conservation District's internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine rny 8uditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to 
provide assurance on the internal control over flnaneia] reporting . My 
consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not 
neeessari]y d].~{elose all matters in the internal control over ~inancia] reporting 
that might be material weaknesses . 

A materla] weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or 
more of the internal control components does ]lot reduce to a relatively low level 
the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material 5n relation to the 
fJnancla] statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely 
period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned duties. I 
noted no matters Jnvo]vlng the internal control over financial reporting and its 
operation that ] consider to be material weaknesses . 
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This report is intended for the information of the Board of Commissioners, 
management and the State of Loulsiana 's Legislative Auditor . ThiE~ restriction is 
not intended to limit the distribution Of this report, which is a matter of public 
recoxd . 

June 22 , 2,300 
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CYPRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AN D 
WATER CONSERVATION D ISTRICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Summary Schedule of: 
December 

Prior Audit Findings 
31 , 1999 

There were no audit findil]gs or management letter comments for 
the prior audit period endin~~ December 31 , 1997 . 

Schedule of Current Period Audit Findings 

A . Summ ary of Audit Results 

2 . No reportable conditions are reported in the Report on 
Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in 
Accordance with Governmen tal Auditing S tandards . 

3 . No instances of noncompliance 
purpose financ5 a] statements 
Recreation 
during the 

and Water 
audit . 

material to the general 
of Cypress-Black Bayou 

Conservation District were disclosed 

4 . Cypress-Black Bayou Recreation and Water Conservation 

District does not have a major federal award program . 

B . Findings - Financial Statem ents Audit 

None 
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CYPRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREATION AN]) 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Ben ton , Lou isiana 

Schedule of Prior Audit Findings For 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor 

December 31, 1999 

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings 

There were no 
previous audit: 

f:indings or management letter 
for the two years ended December 
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CYPRESS -BLACK BAYOU RECREAT ION AN D 
WATER CON SERVAT ION D ISTR ICT 

Benton , Louisiana 

Schedule of Current Audit Findings I~or 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor 

Corrective A ction Plan for Current Year Audit Findings 

There are no findings for the two years ended December 31, 1999 

There is one management letter comment for the current audit period 
ending December 31, 1999 . 

Comment ]~  -- MglL~ ment 

A function of management is to adhere to policy as established by 
the Board of Comm issioners . The Board of Comm issio1~ers estab lished 
a policy on approval of expenditures but failed to set Jn place a 
mechanism to document that approval was being properly obtained and 
therefore , it is ~ly recommendation that the Board and management 
establish all necessary procedures to document that policies are 
being adhered to . 

M anagem en t 's Respon se 

Management has a practice of continually reviewing policy a 
procedures and making recommendations for changes and additions 
current policy and procedures as needed to the Board 
Commissioners . A procedure has been established to ensure a 
future records will reflect adherence to existing policy a 
procedure . 
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M EM BER 
AM ERICAN INSTI]UTE O F 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Board of Com m issioners 
Cypress-Black Bayou Recreation and 
W ater Conservation District 
Benton, Louisiana 

,~a#ics U. Bates 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
612 BARKSDALE BOULEVARD 

BOSSIER CITY, LOUISIANA 71111 

M anag_em ent l ,etter 

TELEPHONE 
(318) 742"5238 

FAX(318) 742"5766 

1 [lave audited the general puEposc financial statem ents of Cypress-Black Bayou Recreation and W ateE ConseEvation 
District (the I)islricl), for tile two years ended December 31, 1999, and have issued my rcpoEt thereon dated June 22, 
2000. In planning and peEform ing the audit of the general purpose financial statements of Dis[rich I considered its 
internal conllol o'vcr financial reporting in order 1o determine the auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing nay 
opinion on Ihe financial statem ents all(t not 1o provide assurance Oll tile internal conlrol over financial lepolling. 

l)uring the audit the following item was noted involving internal control over financial rcpoEting and other opeEational 
m alleEs which appear to rnelit yotlr attention for consideration to improve tile internal control or operalions of Ihe 
l)istrict. These con]melltS have [)cell discussed with the appropriale lllenlbclS of nlanagcm ent. 

M anagcm cnl 

A filnclion of m anagcnlcnt is to see that procedures are established and functional to ensure that the policies established 
by I]/12 Board of Conlm issiollers are adhercd to by tile enlployces of the District. Thcrc welt inst~tnces noted whelc the 
following of policy was not properly docum ented, therefore, it is lily recom m endation that the policies and procedules 
bc reviewed on an ongoing basis and that ftltul~ records be docamcnted that existing policy has been adhered to. 

1 express sincere thaaks to the District's personnel for the cooperation aud assistance provided me during my audit. 1 
am available Io provide you assistance and consultation ill the implementation of the above m entioned item . This let[el 
is furnished soM y for the use of m anagem ent and thc Board of Com m issiouers and is not intended to be used fOE any 
other pul]~ose. 

June 22. 2000 


