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W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the First Judicial D istrict, 
Caddo Parish, Office of the Indigent Defender as of I)ecember 31, 1999, and for the year then ended. 
These general purpose fmancial statements are the responsibility of the Office of the Indigent Defender's 
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements 
based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generaUy accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of th e U nited States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasons ble assurance about whether the general purpose financial 
statements are free of m aterial m isstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well 
as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e. believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, th e general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of th e First Judicial District, Caddo Parish, Office of the Indigent 
Defender as of Decx~mber 31, 1999, and th e results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity 
with generally accepted accounting principles . 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 27, 2000, 
on our consideration of the First Judicial District, Caddo Parish, Office of the Indigent Defender's 
internal control structure and on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
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A S S E T S 

OFFICE OF TIlE INDIGENT DEFENDER 

RST JUDICIAL DISTRICT, CADDO PARISH 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

Cash and cash equivalents (Note 2) 
Accounts receivable (Note 3) 
Fixed assets (Note 4) 

IJAI~,IIJTIES AND FUND BALANCE 

lAabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Bank overdraft 

Total liabilities 

Fund balance: 
lnvcsHnent ill general fixed assets 
Fund balance 

Total fund balance 

Total liabilities and fnnd balance 

DECEM BER 31. 1999 

Governmental 
Fund Type 
General 

794,839 
124,018 

Account 

_ _Gro_ up_ 
General 
Fixed 
Assets 

268.446 

STATEM ENT A 

(Meulora lid u ill 
Only) 

794,839 
124,018 

268,440 

__ _918,857 268~446 1,187,303 

13,468 

_  170,793 
184,261 

_ 734,596 

_ _734,596 

268,446 

268.446 

13,468 
170,793 
184,261 

268,446 
734,596 

1,003,042 

Tim accom panying notes are all integral part of this statem ent 



OFFICE OF THE INI)IGENT I)EIq~N DER 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT. CADDO PARISII 

STATEM ENT P, 

COM P, INED S'I'ATEM ENT OF REVENUES EXPEN1)ITURES AND CltANGES IN FUND BALAN( 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE-GENERAL FUND (JUDICIAL EXPENSE' 

FOR TH E YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

Revenues: 
Court costs on fines 

Forfeitures, fees and miscellaneous receipts (Note 8) 
Louisiana Indigent Defender Board (Note 8) 
Interest 
UnrealiTed loss on investments 

Total ievenues 

Expenditures: 

General govemment-judiciah 
Salaries 

Retirement (Notes 5 and 6) 
G roup insurance 
D ues and subscriptions 
Supplies 
Travel 
Telephone 
Professional services 

P, ent (Note 7) 
hlsurance 
Accounting fees 
Capital expenditures 
M iscellaneous 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

Fund balance at bc~g!nnin~,~0of e.yK~ 

Fund balance at end .o_f y_e_a_r 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

904,606 
323,226 
501,401 
45,174 

(10,931) 
1,763,476 

1,318,373 
47,816 
79,541 
14,165 
23,113 
15,478 
8,785 

302,611 
55,482 
7,065 
22,364 
25,594 
12,345 

1.932.732 

(169,256) 

903~852 

734,596 



OFFICE OF TIlE 1NI)IGENT DEFENDER 

FIRST JUDICIAl. DISTRICT CADDO PARISIt 

STATEM ENT C 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES EXt'I2NDITURES AND CtJANGES IN FUND BALANCE 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE-GENERAL FUND (JUDICIAl. EXPENSE) 

UDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAl. 

~OR TIlE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1999 

Beven/ics: 
Court costs on lilies 
Forfeitures, fees and m iscellaneous receipts 
Louisiana Indigent D efender Board 
Interest 
Unrealiz~:d loss on investments 

Total revenues 

E2~pendilures: 
General govermnent-judicial 
Salaries 
Retirem ent 
Group insurance 
Dues and subscriptions 
Supplies 
Travel 
Telephone 
Professional services 
Rent 
Insurance 
Accounting fees 
Capital expenditures 
M iscellaneous 

Total expenditures 

Excess of expenditures over revenues 

Fund balance at bcgi!m i!!g_gf year 

Fund balance at end of y&ar 

Actual 

1,052,000 
252,000 
500,000 
40,000 

1,844,000 

1,317,000 
52,000 
81,000 
17,000 
23,000 
15,000 
10,000 
250,000 
55,400 
16,000 
14,000 
35,000 
16,700 

1,902,100 

9(14,606 
323,226 
501,401 
45,174 

_ _JJg~93D 
1,763,476 

1,318,373 
47,816 
79,541 
14,165 
23,113 
15,478 
8,785 

302,611 
55,482 
7,065 
22,364 
25,594 

12  3~ 45_ 
_ _1.9322L&~2 

_ _ _ 903 8~ _5Z 

_ _ _ 734 5~ 96 

Tile accompanying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

(147,394) 
71,226 
1,401 
5,174 

_ 310,931) 
(80,524) 

(1,373) 
4,184 
1,459 
2,835 
(113) 
(478) 
1,215 

(52,611) 
(82) 

8,935 
(8,364) 
9,406 
4,355 

(30,632) 

~_11,156) 

4 



OFFICE OF TIlE INI)IGENT DEFENDEP, 

JUDIC]AL D_ _ IS_ ~_ 'Rj CL CADDO PARISII 

TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

R TIlE YEAR
_ ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Offi ce of tbe indigent Dclimder conform lo the generally 
accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments

. 

Financial Re/~ tit~ _  

GASB Slatement No. 14 established criteria for determ ining which component units should b
e considered part of the Caddo P

arish Com m ission for financial reporting purposes
. The basic criteria lbr including a 

potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity is financial ac
countability. The GASB has set forth 

criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability
. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body
, and 

a. The ability of the com m ission to impose its will on that organi~'3fion and/or b
. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or im pose 

specific financial burdens on the com m ission
. 

2. Organizations for which the com m ission does not appoint a 
voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the colnm ission

. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem e
nts would be m isleading if data 

of tbe organization is not included because of the nature or signifi
ca~)ce of tile relationship. 

For financial reporting purposes
, the Offi ce of the Indigent Defender is a part of the district court s

ystem of Ibe Slale of Louisiana
. H owever, the Office of the Indigent Defender operates aulonomously from lhe State of Lo

uisiana and independently from tile district court system
. Therelore, the Office of the Indigent D

efender reports as an independent reporting entity
. 

Fund Accot.![~in~ g 
The accounts of tbe Office of the Indigent Defender ar

e organized on lbe basis of fim ds and account 
groups, each of which is considered a separate aceounting entity

. The operations of each fund are 
accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and cxpcnditures or expenses

, as appropriate. Governnlent resources ale allocaled to and 
accounted  for in individual funds based upon the purposes for which th

ey arc to be spent and the means by wlfi
ch spending activities are controlled

. The Office of the Indigen/ Defendcr is grouped
, in the financial statem ent

s in this report, into a governmental fund and an account gro
up as follows: 



Sum m:~t3!A~f_ S~io~nificant Accountin~ Poli_ci_ e_s (Continued) 

General 
.]:u!~0 

The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Offi ce of tile Indigent Defender. It is used to 
aceoum Ik3r all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 

General lqxed Assets Account Orouo 
The accounting and reporting treatment applied to fixed assets associated with a fund is determ ined  by its 

measurement focus. Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted  for in tile General Fixed Assets Account Group, and are recorded as expenditures in the 
governmental fund type when purchased. The Office  of the Indigent Defender has elected to capitalize 

public domain ("infrastructure")fixed assets consisting primarily of office equipment. No depreciation 
has been provided  on general fixed assets. 

All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. The General Fixed Asset Account Group is not a fund. It 
is only concerned  with the measurement of financial position. It is not involved with measurement of 
results of operations. 

Basis of Accountin~~ 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized and reported in tile financial 
statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the 
measurement focus applied. 

The records arc m aintained on a cash basis of accounting, ltowever, the General Fund, as reported in tile 
accompanying financial statements, has been converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing 
the following practices: 

Revenues; 
Court costs related to fines and forfeitures imposed by the district and city courts are 
recorded when they are earned and become available. Substantially all other revenues are 
recorded when received. 

Expenditures: 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 
when the related fund liability is incurred. 

l_~3Ldgcta r y A_c_cou ntin~  
Annually the Office  of the Indigent Defender adopts a budget for the General Fund on the modified accrual 
basis of accounting. Begimfing and ending fund balances are not budgeted. All appropriations lapse at 
year end. 

Vacation and Sick Leave 
Employees accrue from 5 to 15 days of noncum ulative vacation leave ea ch year, depending upon length 
of service, l'~mployees who resign volunlarily and give two weeks notice are compensated for their 
vacaliou leave, prorated to the date of separation during the year. Employees accrue from 5 to 20 days 
of sick leave each year, depending upon length of service. Sick leave cannot be accum ulated. 



Summaryof Significant Accounting l'oli_c~  (Continued) 

Cash and Cash Eouivalents and Investments 
Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. 
Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits. Under state law, the Office of the Indigent I)efendcr 
may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time 
deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices 
in Louisiana. The fund m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are 
classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities are 
90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. In addition, local governments in Louisiana are 

authorized to invest in the Lo uisiana Asset M anagement Pool, Inc. (LAMP), a nonprofit corporation 
formed  by an initiative of the State Treasurer and organizxxl under the laws of the State of Louisiana, which 
operates a local government investment pool. Investments in LAM P are stated at fair market value. 

Total Colum n on Balance Sheet 
The total colunm on the combined balance sheet is captioned "M emorandum Only" to indicate that it is 
presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Such data in this colunm is not comparable to a 
consolidation. 

2. Cash and Investments 
At December 31, 1999, the Offi ce of the Indigent Defender held cash and investments of $794,839 in the 
Caddo Parish Commission cash and investment pool. Investments are held in the Louisiana Asset 
M anagement Pool, Inc. (LAMP), a local government investment pool (see Summary of Significant 
Acco unting Policies). Investments are stated at fair market value. Under state law, cash deposits must be 
secured by federal deposit insurance or pledged securities owned by the bank. The m arket value of the 
pled ged securities plus the fed eral deposit insurance m ust at all times equal the amount on deposit with the 
bank. At l)ecember 31, 1999, deposits with banks are fully secured by federal deposit insurance of 
$100,000. In acco rdance with GASB Codification Section 150.165, the investment in LAM P at December 
31, 1998 is not categori~ d in the three risk categories that this section sets forth, because the investment 
is in the pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in the physical or book entry 
form . LAM P is adm inistered by LAM P, Inc., a nonprofit organization organized under the laws of the 
State of Louisiana, which was formed by an initiative of the State Treasurer in 1993. The corporation is 
governed  by a board of directors comprising the State Treasurer, representatives from various organizations 
of local governments, the Government Finance Offi cers Association of l.ouisiana, and the Society of 
Louisiana CPAs. Only local governments having contracted to participate in LAM P have an investment 

interest in its pool of assets. The primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe environment for the 
placem ent of public funds in short-term high-quality investments. The LAM P portfolio includes only 
securities and other obligations in which local governments in Louisiana are aud~orize d to invest. 
Accordingly, LAM P investments are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed by the U .S. 
Treasury, the U .S. Government, or one of its agencies, enterprises, or instrumentalities, as well as 
repurchase agreements collateralize d by those securities. The dollar weighted average portfolio maturity 
of LAM P assets is restricted to not more than 90 days, and consists of no securities with a m aturity in 
excess of 397 days. LAM I' is designed  to be highly liquid to give its participants immediate access to their 
account balances. The investment in the FNM A Discount note and FHLM C Discount notes are through 
a pooled investment through the Caddo Parish Com m ission and is similar to the LAM P investment. 
hfform ation on the aggregate deposits of the Caddo Parish Com m ission and how they are secured is 
available in lhe financial statements of the Caddo Parish Comm ission. 



Receivables 
The following is a sum mary of receivables at December 31, 1999 

Court costs on fines and forfeitures 

Charmes in General Fixed Assets 

124,018 

General fixed assets consist of office furniture and equipment. A summary of changes in general fixed 
assets follows: 

Balance, December 31, 1998 
Additions 
Balance, December 31, 1999 

242,852 
25,594 

.268,446 

Pension Plan 
Som e adm inistrative and clerical employees of the Office of the Indigent Defender are m embers of the 

Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a mulfiple-employer (cost-sharing), public 
employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. The 
System is cxmaposed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. 
All employees of tbe district are m embers of Plan A . 

All perm anent em ployees working at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from parish 
funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System . Under Plan A , employees 
who retire, at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 with at least 25 
years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a 
retiremenl benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year 
of creditable service, llowever, for those employees who were m embers of the supplemental plan only 
prior to January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal to one per cent of final average salary plus $24 for each year 
of supplemental-plan-only service ea rned prior to January 1, 1980. Final-aw;rage salary is the employee's 

average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who 
terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee 
contributions m ay retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
term ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state 
statute. 

The system issues an annual publicly available financial report that inchtdes financial statem ents and 
required supplementary information for the System . That report may be obtained by writing to the 
Parochial Employees' Retirement System , Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, 
or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

Funding Policy. Under Plan A , members are required by state statute to contribute 9.5 percent of their 
annual covered salary and the board is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The current 
rate is 7.75 percent of annual co vered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one 
percent (except Orleans and "East Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes strewn to be collectible by the tax rolls 
of each parish. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and Plan B based proportionately on the 
salaries of the active members ofea eh plan. The co ntribution requirem ents of plan members and the board 
are established and may be amended hy state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, 

the employer co ntributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based 
on the results of the valuation for the fiscal year. The board's contributions to the System under Plan A 
for the year ended December 31, 1999 was $3,603. The total current-yea r covered payroll under the Plan 
is $46.490. 



Deferred  Com oensation 

7 

Under tilt guidelines established in accordance wi01 the Internal Revenue Code Section 457, tile Office of 
the Indigent Defender parlicipatcs in a deferred compensation plan which is administered by Public 
Employees Benefit Services Corporation on behalf of all participating employees. The plan, available to 
all employees, perm its them Io defer a portion of their salary until future years. The deferred pay and any 
income earned on it is not subject to income taxes unlil actually received by the employee. The deferred 
compensation is not aw ilable to employees until term ination, retirement, death, or unlbreseeable 

em ergency. 

It is the opinion of the Office of the Indigent Defender's legal counsel that the Office of the Indigent 
Defender is not liable lbr losses arising from depreciation or shrinkage in the value of any investment s 
acquired under the deferred compensation plans. However, the Office of the Indigent Defender believes 
it has the duty of duc care that would be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The Office of the 
Indigent I)efcnder also believes that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general 
creditors in the funt re. 

The assets in the l)lans rcmain the property of the Offi ce of the Indigeut Defcnder until paid or made 

available to l)articipants, subject only to the claims of the Office of the Indigent Defender's general 
creditors. The participants have no vested interest or secured or preferred position with respect to the 
assets or have any claim against the Office of the Indigent Defender, except as a general creditor, in an 
amount equal to the fair m arket value of the participant 's account. 

For the year ended December 31, 1999, the Offi ce of the Indigent Defender had deferred compensation 
expense of $44,213, which is included in retirement expense on Page 3. 

As of July 1, 1999, the Office of the Indigent Defender established a Caddo Parish Public Defenders Offi ce 
M oney Purchase Retirement Plan and Trust under the proper sections of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. Employees must and have been employed by the Indigent Defenders Office for a period of one (1) 
m onth to be eligible to participate in the plan. Vesting provisions allow a participant to be fully vested in 

the employer's contributions after seven (7) years of service and are eligible to receive distributions from 
the plan upon normal retirement, death, or perm anent disability. Although it has no intention to do so, 
the Indigent l)efenders Office has the ability to terminate the plan at any time, at which time all participants 
will becom e fully vested in Ihe respective account s. 

Rent 
The Office of the Indigent Defender rents office space under an operating lease expiring February 28 
2001. 

The follow ing is a schedule of future m inimum rental paym ents required under the operating lease as of 
Deceluber 31, 1999: 

2000 
2001 

l)uring 1999, Iotal rent expense amounted to $55,482 

54,000 

m _9~ _~ 0_ 

63~000 



Forfci!utt's. Fees and M iscellaneous Receipts 
The follow ing is a sum m ary of forfeitures, fees and m iscellaneous receipts 

P,m~d lbrfcilul cs 
Support cnfolcement 
Probation fees 
RcinlburselnClllS and n/iseellal'leous 

168,611 
27,025 
57,042 

During 1999, monies were received from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board 0he Board) totaling 
$501,401. The Board receives appropriations from the Louisiana Legislatulc and then allocates the funds 
to the vaMous l)arishes. 
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Auditor's Re~ _ort on Compliance and on Internal Control Over Financia 
.R_eportinx  Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Perform ed in 

Accordance with Government Auditine Standards 

W e have audited the financial statements of the Office of the Indigent Defender as of and for the year 
ended Decem ber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 27, 2000. W e conducted our 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Governmem Auditing Stand ards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States. 

Com pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents of the Office of the 
Indigent D efender are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with  which could have a direct and 
material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on 

compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, acco rdingly, we do not express 
such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to 
be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

nternal Control Over Financial Ret~ortine 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered internal control over financial reporting of the 
Office of the Indigent Defender in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on th e financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control 
over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting th at m ight be material 
weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the 
internal co ntrol components does not reduce to a relatively low level th e risk th at m isstatem ents in 
amounts that would be m aterial in relation to th e financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not 
be detected within a timely period by employees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned 
functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation 
that we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the audit com m ittee, managem ent
, others 

within the organization, Caddo Comm ission, and pass-through entities and is not intended to be and 
should not be used by anyone other than these 

/ IRII k iI I,{X]~I, i~t ~i~lll R l{ !IRI ~I h n'~ {'"hnB'{I ] specified parties. 
II 
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OFFICE OF TIlE INI)IGENT DEIq,ZN I)ER 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT CADDO PARISII 

SCHEI)ULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

YEAR EN DED DECEM BER 31 

W e have audiled the financial statements of tile Offi ce of the Indigent Defender as of and for ll~e year 
ended I)c~mmber 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 27, 2000. W e conducted our 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Government Auditing Stwulards, issued by lhc Complroller General of the Unilcd 
Slates. Our audit of the financial statem ents as of December 31, 1999 resulted in au unqualified opinion. 

Section I - Sum mary of Auditor's Report_s 

a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to the Financial Slatements 

Internal Control - No material weakness or reportable condition was noted; no 
lnanagelnent letter was issued. 

Compliance - No m aterial noncompliance was noted 

b. Federal A w ards - N ot applicable 

Section 11 - Financial Statement Findines 

No nlatters were reported 
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OFFICE OF "FilE INI)IGENT DEFENDER 

YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 

No prior year findings were reported 


