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JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

To the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-SevenTh Judicial District Opelousas, Louisiana We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of Opelousas, Louisiana, as of December 31, 1995, and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of Opelousas, Louisiana. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the Board, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of Opelousas, Louisiana, as of December 31, 1995, and the results of its operations and changes in fund balance for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated April 30, 1996 on our consideration of the Indigent Defender Board's internal control structure and a report dated April 30, 1996 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
Opelousas, Louisiana April 30, 1996 
P.O. Box 433 Interstate 49 South Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318 948 6109 ~ Harold Dupre, CPA. Joel Lanclos, Jr., CPA ~ Dwight Ledoux, CPA ~ Russell J. Stelly, CPA ~ John Newton Stout, CPA ~ ~ Chizal S. Fontenot, CPA ~ James L. Nicholson, Jr., CPA ~ G. Kenneth Pavy, II, CPA ~ 



OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DIgTRTCT COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT CRNIJPg 

ASSETS CURRENT ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments - unrestricted - restricted for witness fees Revenue receivable - court costs Due from restricted account Office furniture and equipment 

Total assets 
Continued on next page 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE GENERAL ACCOUNT GROUP GENERAL FUND FIXED ASSETS 
$82 136 610 687 33,826 30,147 173 $457 

TOTALS (MEMORANDUM ONLY) 1995 
$82 136 610 687 33,826 30,147 173 457 



COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS (CONT~IRn 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EOUITY 

DECEMBER 31. 1995 

LIABILITIES Account payable Other accrued liabilities Due to operation account from restricted account Total liabilities FUND EQUITY Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance Reserved for expert witness fees Unreserved Total fund eauitv Total liabilities and fund equity 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE GENERAL FUND 
$215 63 173 451 
33,653 249,339 282,992 

TOTALS ACCOUNT GROUP (MEMORANDUM GENERAL ONLY) FIXED ASSETS 1995 

$457 

$215 63 173 451 
457 33,653 249,339 283449 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements 



OF THE TWENTY-~EVENTH JIIDTCTAI, DT~TRTCT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1995 

REVENUES Fines Court costs Restitution Non-support reimbursement Bail bond fee Grant Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES Current General government - judicial Retainers, indigent defenders Non-retained attorneys Seminars and education Contracted services Dues and subscriptions Salaries Payroll taxes Materials and supplies Witness fees Office rental Interpreter fees Telephone Administration expense Utilities Janitorial Bank charges, check printing Capital outlay Total expenditures EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE beginning of year FUND BALANCE end of year 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements 

GENERAL FUND 1995 
$350,581 4,414 9,000 12,618 36,297 6,037 141 419,088 
304,600 16,633 3,175 2,345 294 1,200 109 882 3,095 1,230 50 547 4,550 345 231 160 457 339,903 79,185 203,807 282,992 



OF THE 9~ENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DECEMBER 3] 1995 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District is established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144-149, to provide and compensate counsel appointed to represent indigents in criminal and quasi- criminal cases on the district court level. The accompanying financial statements of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Indigent Defender Board have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. The following is a summary of practices of the Indigent Defender certain significant accounting policies and Board Scone of Entity for Financial ReDortin~ Purposes 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of another entity for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. For financial reporting purposes, the Indigent Defender Board is a part of the district court system of the state of Louisiana. However, the state statutes that create the district boards also give each of the boards control over all their operations. This includes the hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. The Indigent Defender Board is financially independent and operates autonomously from the state of Louisiana and independently from the district court system. Therefore, the Board reports as an independent reporting entity and the financial statements include only the transactions of the Twenty- Seventh Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. Fund Accounting The Indigent Defender Board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. Governmental Fund General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund. It is used to account for all financial resources. 



OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DECEMBER 31. 1995 

NOTE I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) Basis of Accountin~ The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. The General Fund is accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. The operating statement presents increases and decreases in net current assets. The Indigent Defender Board's records are maintained on a cash basis of accounting. However, the fund reported in the accompanying financial statements has been converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the following practices: Revenues Court costs, restitution, and bail bond fees are recorded in the month collected by the appropriate collection authority. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. Expenditures for insurance and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period are accounted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition. Materials and supplies on hand at year-end are not material and are not set up as inventory at year-end. 



OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1995 
NOTE i - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) C~nh ~nd C~h Em1~valents and Investments Cash includes amounts in interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the Board may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Investments are stated at cost. Interest-Bearing DeDosits Investments are stated at cost, which approximates market Vlw~d A~etm and ].on~-Term Liabilities Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. These assets are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types when purchased. All assets are maintained on the basis of historical cost and no depreciation is computed or recorded thereon. The Indigent Defender Board does not have public domain or infrastructure outlays. Interest costs on fixed assets have not been incurred. There are no long-term liabilities at December 31, 1995 Budgetary Practices The Indigent Defender Board did not adopt a budget for the General Fund. Therefore, the financial statements do not reflect a comparison of revenues and expenditures to budget. Pe~on Plan and l.eave Policies The Indigent Defender Board has no pension plan or leave policies Leases The Indigent Defender Board does not have any capital or operating leases at December 31, 1995, 



NOTE i - 
OPELOUSAS . LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ~ECEMBER 31, 1995 

Litigation (Continued) 
There was no pending litigation against the Indigent Defender Board at December 31, 1995. Encumbrances The Indigent Defender Board does not employ the encumbrance system of accounting. Compensated Absences The Indigent Defender Board does not provide for accumulated vacation or sick leave. Inventorv 
end The Indigent Defender Board does not have any inventory on hand at year- Tnt~] Columns On Financial Statements Total columns on the financial statements are captioned "Memorandum 0nly" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 



NOTE 2 - 
DECEMBER 31 ]995 

Cash in checking and interest-bearing deposits consists of 
Cash in First checking National account Bank Interest-bearing deposits St. Landry Homestead - savings St. Landry Bank - C.D. 
Restricted for witness fees - First National Bank - savings Total 

Book Balance Bank Balance 
$82,610 $82,492 
77,845 58,842 136,687 
33,826 253~123 

77,845 58,842 136,687 
33,826 253,005 Cash deposits of $16,318 were in excess of the federal depository insurance and were not secured by collateral pledged. NOTE 3 - AMOUNTS PAID MEMBER~ OF TNK ~OARD Members of the Board were not paid fees for being on the Board. The only compensation paid to members is for legal services rendered in defending indigents. NOTE 4 - 

Group The following is a summary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account 

Office furniture and equipment Totals 

Balance Balance January i, December 31, 1995 Additions Deductions 1995 
$457 45__~7 $45--7 457 



NOTE 5 - 

I0 

A portion of the fund balance at December 31, 1995, is reserved by the terms of a grant received from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board. The grant is to be used to help defray the cost of expert witness fees. NOTE 6 - During the year ended December 31, 1995, the Indigent Defender Board was awarded a grant from the Louisiana Indigent Defender Board in the total amount of $36,297 to help defray the cost of expert witness fees. At December 31, 1995 the Board has expended $2,644 of the total grant. 



 

JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL ~TATEMKNTN 

To the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Opelousas, Louisiana 

Ii 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District, Opelousas, Louisiana as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995 and have issued our report thereon dated April 30, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally and Government Auditing Standards issued by the accepted auditing standards Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of Opelousas, Louisiana, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District of Opelousas, Louisiana, for the year ended December 31, 1995, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant 
P.O. Box 433 Interstate-49 South Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948 4848 Telefax 318k948 6109 ~ Harold Dupre, CPA * Joel Lanclos, Jr., CPA ~ Dwight Ledoux, CPA ~ Russell J. Stelly, CPA ~ John Newton Stout, CPA ~ ~ Chizal S. Fentenot, CPA ~ James L. Nicholson, Jr., CPA ~ G. Kenneth Paw, II, CPA ~ 



To the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Page 2 
12 

policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Our consideration of the internal control structure disclose all matters in the internal control structure weaknesses under standards established by the American would not necessarily that might be material Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors and irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operations that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended solely for the information of appropriate regulatory agencies. However, this report is record and its distribution is not limited. the Board and the a matter of public 
0pelousas April 30, Louisiana 1996 



 

JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

To the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Opelousas, Louisiana 

13 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated April 30, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance and Government Auditin~ Standards with generally accepted auditing standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District, is the responsibility of the Board's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Board's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed the following instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported herein under Government Auditing Standards for which the ultimate resolution cannot presently be determined. Accordingly, no provision for any liability that may result has been recognized in the general purpose financial statements. Cash deposits in excess of the federal depository insurance were not secured by collateral pledged. 

P.O. Box 433 Interstate-49 South Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318 948 6109 ~ Harold Dupre, CPA ~ Joel Lanclos, Jr., CPA ~ Dwight Ledoux, CPA ~ Russell J. Stelly, CPA ~ John Newton Stout, CPA ~ ~ Chizal S. Fontenot, CPA ~ James L. Nicholson, Jr., CPA ~ G. Kenneth Pavy, II, CPA ~ 



To the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Page 2 
14 

We considered this instance of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether the Indigent Defender Board of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District's general purpose financial statements are presented fairly, in all material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated April 30, 1996, on those general purpose financial statements. This report is intended for the information of the Board and the appropriate regulatory agencies. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
April 70 Louisiana 1996 


