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A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

The Honorable Carolyn Jones Ryland
Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Rapides Parish Clerk
of Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1998, as listed in the foregoing table of contents.
These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Clerk of Court of Rapides
Parish. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements
based on our audit.

Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 1in Government

Auditing Standards, issued the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require

that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose
financial statements arc free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis,
evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Technical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosurcs about Yecar 2000
Issues, requires disclosure of certain matters regarding the year 2000 issue. The Clerk of Court of
Rapidcs Parish has included such disclosures in Note 17. Because of the unprecedented nature of
the year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related remediation efforts will not be fully
determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. Accordingly, insufficient audit evidence exits to
support The Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish’s disclosures with respect to the year 2000 issue made
in Note 17. Further, we do not provide assurance that the Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish’s year
2000 remediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with which the Clerk
of Court of Rapides Parish docs business will be year 2000 ready.,

In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to
be necessary had we been able to examine evidence regarding ycar 2000 disclosures, the general
purposc financial statements referred to above present fairly in all material respects, the {inancial
position of the Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish, as of June 30, 1998, and the results of its opcrations
for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
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In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issucd our report dated December
23, 1998 on our consideration of the Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish’s internal control over
financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations,
contracts and grants.

As discussed in Note 1(1) of the financial statements, effective July 1, 1997, the Clerk of Court of
Rapides Parish adopted GASB statement No. 27, Accounting for Pensions by State and Local
Governmental Kmployers.

Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial
statements taken as a whole. The supplementary information listed in the table of contents is
presented for purposed of additional analysis and is not a required pat of the general purpose
financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the procedures applied in the audit of
the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects
in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole.

st 7ot £ Dol

[Dauzat, Beall & Debevec, CPA’s, APC
Alexandria,. Loulsiana
December 23, 1998



CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS
JUNE 30, 1998

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS
ASSETS:

CASH

INVESTMLENTS

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLLE

OFFICE EQUIPMENT,

FURNITURE AND FIXTURLES
DUE FROM OTHER FUNDS
PREPAID EXPENSES

OTHER DEBITS:
AMOUNT TO B PROVIDIED FOR
RETIREMENT OF GENERAL

LLONG-TI:RM OBLIGATIONS

TOTAL ASSETS AND
OTHER DEBITS

LIABILITIES, FUND BALANCES AND
OTHLER CREDITS

LIABILITIIEES:

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE b
PAYROLIL DEDUCTIONS PAYABLE
OTHER PAYABLLES

SICK LEAVE PAYABLE
UNSETTLED DLEPOSITS

DEFERRED COMPENSATION

BENEFITS PAYABLL
TOTAL LIABILITIES

FUND BALANCES AND OTHER CREDITS
INVESTMENT IN GENERAL
FIXLELD ASKSETS

FUND BALANCES:

RESERVED

UNRIESERVED
TOTAL FUND BALANCES AND
OTHER CREDITS

GOVERNMENTAL  FIDUCIARY
FUND TYPI: FUND TYPE ACCOUNT GROUPS
CLERK'S GENERAL GENERAL
SALARY AGENCY FIXED LONG-TERM
IFUIND __FUNDS ASSETS LIABILITIES
$ 367.089 §1.056.192
200,000 801,922
38873 3.714
$ 1,260,248
25.655%
5,728
$ 53,721
$__037345 $ 1951 828 $1.260.248 33,721
34.698
5,084
5.808
DULE TO OTHER FUNIS S 25,655
$ 53,721
1.842.012
84.161
45,590 1. O51,828 53.721
$ 1,260,248
591,755
$ 637345 $1.951 828 $1.2600.248 $ 53,721

THI: ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT.

3

STATEMENT A

TOTAL.

(MEMORANDUM

ONLY)

$1,423.281
1,091,922
42.587

1,260,248

23,633
5. 728

53,721

$3903.142

0 34.698
5.084

5.808
25,655
53,721
1.842 012

84,161
2,051,139

1,260.248

SO1.7535

$ 3,903,142




CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH

ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN
FUND BALANCE - GOYERNMENTAL FUND TYPE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998

THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATLEEMENT.

CLERK'S
SALARY
FUND
REVENUES
RECORDINGS
DEEDS $ 672,888
CiVIL SUITS AND PROBATE
RECORDS 729,138
CANCELLATIONS 27,420
MORTGAGE CERTIFICATLS 31,517
MARRIAGE LICENSES 32,328
CERTIFIED COPILES 181,437
CRIMINAIL FEES 65,709
COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS
REIMBURSEMENT 9,110
CANDIDATE QUALIFYING FELS 3,900
UCC FIEES 134,843
NOTARIJAL FEES 2,900
INTERLEST ON INVESTMENTS 10,279
TITLE IV STATE FEES 38,008
MISCELLANEQUS 71,407
JUVENILE COURT 1,458
TOTAL REVENULES 2,012 342
EXPENDITURES
CLURRENT:
OENERAL GOVERNMENT:
SALARIES
CLLERK 75,525
DEPUTY CLIERKS 925,974
OTHER 67,791
OFEICE SUPPLIES 270,820
EMPLOYLEE GROUP INSURANCLE 143 066
GENERAL INSURANCE 23.840
TRAVEL
CLERK'S TRAVEL ALLOWANCE 7.552
TRAVIEL & CONTINUING EDUCATION 2,258
AUTO SUPPLIES AND MAINTENANCIE 10,613
COMPUTLER OPERATIONS 27,698
LEGAL AND PROFESSIONAL 23,060
ASSOCIATION DULES 1,857
(continuecd)

STATEMENT B
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STATEMENT B cont.

CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN
FUND BALANCE - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998

CLERK’S
SALARY
FUND
TELEPHONE 22,702
CAND. QLFY. FEES REMITTED 3,650
EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 98,776
ELECTION EXPENDITURES 8,080
MISCELLANEQUS 46,835
BATTERED FAMILIES 14,546
SEC'TY OF STATE - UCC FEES 58,593
JUVENILE COURT 1,944
CAPITAL OUTLAY:
OFFICE 93,022
DEBT SERVICE:
PRINCIPAL RETIREMENT 456
INTEREST 4
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1,928,662
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
(UNDER) EXPENDITURES 83,680
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES
OPERATING TRANSFERS IN 30,566
TOTAL OTHER FINANCING
SOURCES 30,566
EXCESS OF REVENUES AND
OTHER SOURCES OVER (UNDER)
EXPENDITURES 114,246
FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING, 477.509
FUND BALANCE, ENDING $ 591,755

THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT.

-y
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STATEMENT C

CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - CLERK'S SALARY FUND
I'OR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998

VARIANCE
FAVORABLE

BUDGET ACTUAL (UNFAVORADBILL)
REVENUES
RECORIDINGS
DEEIDS $ 665.000 $ 672,888 $ 7.888
CIVIL SUITS AND
PROBATLE RECORDS 728,100 729,138 1,038
CANCELLATIONS 27.700 27.420 (280)
MORTGAGE CERTIFICATES 31.000 31,517 517
MARRIAGE LLICENSES 31,200 32,328 1,128
CERTIFIED COPIES 182,100 181,437 (663)
CRIMINAL FEES 66,700 65,709 (991)
COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS
REIMBURSEMENT 7,900 9,110 1,210
CANDIDATE QUALIIFYING FEES 3,900 3,900 -
UCC FEES 136,300 134,843 (1,457)
NOTARIAL FLES 2,900 2,900 -
INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS - 10,279 10,279
TITLE IV STATLE FRES 30,000 38,008 8,008
MISCLELLANEOUS 69,900 71.407 1,507
JUVENILLE COURT 2.300 [,458 (842)
TOTAL REVENUES 1.985.000 2.012.342 27,342
EXPENDITURES
CURRENT:
GENERAL GOVERNMENT:
SALARIES
CLERK 18,125 75,525 2,600
DEPUTY CLLERKS 921.900 925,974 (4,074)
OTHIER 66,590 67,791 (1,201)
OFFICIE 243,300 270,820 (27.520)
EMPLOYEE GROUP INSURANCI: 143,946 143,066 880
GENERAL INSURANCL 18.880 23,840 (4,960)
TRAVIL,
CLERK'S TRAVE]L ALLOW, 7,857 7,552 305
TRAVEL & CONTINUING EDUCATION 2,300 2,258 42
AUTO SUPPLIES & MAINTENANCIE 10,549 10,613 (04)
COMPUTER OPERATIONS 32,100 27,698 4,402
LIWGAL & PROFESSIONAL 24,200 23,060 1,140
ASSOCIATION DUES 1,860 1,857 3
{continued)

THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES AR AN INTEGRAIL PART OF THIS STATEMENT.



STATEMENT C cont,

CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - CLERK'S SALARY FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998

VARIANCL
FAVORABLE

BUDGET ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLLE)
TELLEPHONE 22,500 22,702 (202)
CAND. QLFY. FEES REMITTED 3,650 3,650 :
EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT 98,800 98,776 24
ELECTION EXPENDITURES 8,400 8,080 320
MISCELLANEOUS 58,220 46,835 11,385
BATTERED FAMILIES 14,300 14,546 (246)
SEC'TY OF STATE - UCC FEES 52,400 58,593 (6,193)
JUVENILE COURT 2,000 1,944 56

CAPITAL OUTLAY:
OFFICL 99,700 93,022 6,678
DEBT SERVICE:
PRINCIPAL RETIREMENT 456 456 :
INTEREST 4 4 :
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1.912.037 1.928.662 (16,625)
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
(UNDER) EXPENDITURES 72.963 83.680 10.717
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES
OPERATING TRANSEERS IN 38.800 30.566 (8,234)
TOTAL OTHER FINANCING
SOURCES 38.800 30,566 (8.234)
EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER
SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 111,763 114,246 2,483
FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING 477.509 477.509 :
FUND BALANCE, ENDING $ 589,272 $_591.755 $ 2483

THE ACCOMPANYING NOTES ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS STATEMENT,




CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998

INTRODUCTION

As provided by Article V, Scction 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Clerk of Court
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and
shall have other duties and powers provided by law. The clerk of court 1s elected for a term of four

years.

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

A.

Basis of Presentation

The accompanying financial statcments of the Rapides Parish Clerk of Court have been
prepared in conlormity with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) as
applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board

(GASB)is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting
and financial reporting principles,

Reporting Entity

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Rapides arish
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Rapides Parish. The financial reporting
entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which
the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for
which nature and significance of their rclationship with the primary government arc
such that exclusion would cause the reporting centity’s financial statements to be
misleading or incomplete.

GASB Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units
should be considered part of the Rapides Parish Police Jury for {inancial reporting
purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the
reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has setl forth criteria 1o be
considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes:



CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization’s governing body, and

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization
and / or

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial
benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police

jury.

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but arc
fiscally dependent on the police jury.

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be
misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or
significance of the relationship.

Because the police jury could be provided with specific financial benefit or
could be responsible for specific financial burdens the clerk of court was
determined to be a component unit of the Rapides Parish police Jury, the financial
reporting cntity. The accompanying financial statements present information only
on the funds maintained by the clerk of court and do not present information on
the police jury. the general government services provided by that governmental
unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting cntity.

C. Fund Accounting

The Clerk of Court uses the funds and account groups to report on its financial
position and the results of its operations. Jfund accounting 1s designed to demonstrate
legal compliance and to aid financial management by scgregating transactions relating
to certain government functions or activitics. A fund is a scparate accounting entity
with a self-balancing sct of accounts. On the other hand, an account group 1s a
financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and
liabilitics that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net
expendable financial resources. Funds of the Clerk of Court are classified 1 to two
categories: governmental and fiduciary. In turn, cach category 1s divided into scparatc
lund types.

—— — — e ———
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

The fund classifications and a description of each existing fund type follow:

GOVERNMENTAL FUND

Governmental funds account for all or most of the Clerk of Court's general activitics,
including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the
acquistiion of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt.
Governmental {funds include:

CLERK'S SALLARY FUND

The Clerk's salary fund, as provided by l.ouisiana revised statutc 13:781, 1s the
principal fund of the Clerk of Court and 1s used to account for the opcrations of the
Clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the Clerk's office are accounted

for in this fund. Gencral operating expenditures are paid from this fund.

FIDUCIARY FUNDS

I'iduciary funds account for asscts held on behalf of outside parties, including other
governments, or on behalf of other funds within the Clerk of Court. The fiduciary
fund 1ncludes the following:

AGENCY FUNDS

The advance deposit, registry of court, judiciary fee and court appointed special
advocate fund arc used to account for assets held as an agent for individuals, ci cetera
while the deferred compensation agency fund accounts for employee contributions and
carnings that are held by a third party administrator on behalf of certain part-time,
seasonal and temporary employees. In accordance with Internal Revenue Code 457,
the Rapides Parish Clerk of Court rctains title to the assets and acts as agent for the
employee fund. All agency funds arc custodial in naturc (assets cqual liabilitics)
and do not involve measurecment of results of operations.

10
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

Basis of Accounting

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by
1ts measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current
financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current
assets and current liabilitics are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating
statements of these funds present increased and decreases in net current assets. The
modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental funds and the agency
funds. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when
susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both mecasurable and available).
"Measurable” means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter
1o be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The governmental {funds use the
following practices in recording revenues and expenditures:

Revenucs

Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, criminal costs, ct cetera, are
recorded 1 the year in which they are earned.

Interest earnings on time deposits are recorded when the time deposits have
maturcd and the interest is available.

Substantially all other revenues arc recorded when received.

Expenditures
Purchases of various operating supplies are recorded as expenditures in the
accounting period they are purchased. Compensated absences are recognized
as expenditures when leave i1s actually taken or the employees (or heirs) are
paid for accrued leave upon retirement or death, while the cost of leave

privileges not requiring current resources is recorded in the gencral long-
term liabilities account group.

Salaries are recorded as expenditures when carned.

Principal and interest on general long-term debt are recognized when due.

11



CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

Substantially all other expenditures are recognized when the related
fund liability has been incurred.

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)

Transiers between funds that are not expected to be repaid, sales of assets and
capitalized leases are accounted {or as other financing sources (uses).
These other financing sources (uses) are recognized at the time the
underlying events occur.

Budgetary Practice

The proposed budget for the 1998 fiscal year was made available for public inspection
at the Clerk’s office on June 15, 1997. The public hearing, which was for the purposc
of adopting the budget was held at the Clerk’s office on June 30, 1997. The Clerk of
Court follows these procedures in establishing the budgetary data reflected 1n the
financial statements:

]. Formal budgetary integration 1s employed as a management control
device for the Clerk’s salary fund. The budget is adopted on a basis
consistent with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).

2. The Clerk of Court approves all budget line items.

3. Unused appropriations for all annual budgetary funds lapsc at the
end of the year.

4, The budget amounts shown in the financial statement are final
authorized amounts as revised during the year.

Cash and Cash Equivalents

In the governmental fund and agency funds, cash and cash equivalents include
amounts in all demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits and time deposits
with original maturities of three months or less from the date of acquisition.

12
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR TIE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

Investments

Investments arc stated at cost or amortized cost, except for investments in the
Deferred Compensation Agency Fund which are reported at market value.

Fixed Assets

Fixed assets of governmental funds are recorded as expenditurcs at the time they are
purchased and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets
account group.

General {ixed assets provided by the parish police jury are not recorded within the
general {ixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on the general
fixed asscts.

All fixed asscts are valued at historical cost after June 30, 1980. Prior to June 30,
1980, assets valued at estimated historical cost if historical cost was not available.
Estimated historical cost for assets acquired prior to June, 1980, was determined by
using estimated market value at the time of acquisition.

Long Term Obligations

LLong-term habilities expected to be financed {rom governmental funds arc accounted
lor in the general long-term liabilities account group, not in the gencral fund.

The two account groups arc not "funds." They are concerned only with the
measurement of financial position and do not involve measurement of results of
operations.

Compensated Absences

The Clerk of Court has the following policy rclated to annual leave: Twelve days

annual lcave arc accrued per year to all full time employees. Afler an cmployee has
been employed for 12 consecutive years, a total of fifleen days per year will accrue.

13



L.

e

CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

Annual leave will be taken prior to the end of the fiscal year or be lost.

Sick lcave shall be credited to permanent full time employees at the followmg

rates:

1. l.ess than one (1) full year of service equals one (1) full day for each calendar
month of continuous service.

2. More than one (1) full year of service equals one (1) {ull day for each calendar
month of continuous service or twelve (12) days per calendar year.

Unused sick leave earned by an employee shall be carried forward to succeeding
calendar years, but not to exceed sixty (60) days.

The cost of current leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification
Section ¢60, 1s recogntzed as a currcnt-year expenditure 1n the governmental fund
when lcave 1s actually taken. The cost of lcave privileges not requiring current
resources 1s recorded in the general long-term liabilities account group.

Total Column on Balance Sheet - Overview

Total columns on the combined statement is captioned memorandum only to indicate
that it 1s presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in the column does not
present financial position 1n conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund climinations have not
been made in the aggregation of this data.

Change in Accounting Principle

As of July 1, 1997, the Rapides Parish Clerk of Court adopted GASB Statcment No.
27, Accounting for Pensions by State and Local Governmental Employers. The
standards cstablished by GASB-27 relate to the (1) measurement of pension
expenditure, (3) the presentation of the related pension liability or asset, (3)
appropriate note disclosures 1in the financial statements, and (4} required
supplementary information.

14



CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

2. CASH

At June 30, 1998, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling
$1,423.281 as follows:

Petty cash $ 500
Demand deposits 060,386
Interest bearing demand deposits 762,395

Total $ 1,423,281

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these
deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by the federal deposit insurance or
the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market valuc of the pledged
securitics plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit
with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging {iscal agent
bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties.

At June 30, 1998, the clerk has $1.518.254 in deposits (collected bank balances). These
deposits are secured from risk by $315,041 of federal deposit insurance and $1,203.213 of

pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the namc of the fiscal agent bank (GASB
Category 3).

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the
provisions of GASB Statement 3, R.S. 39:1229 imposcs a statutory requirement on the
custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securitics within 10 days of being notificd
by the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand.
('This disclosure should acknowledge any violations of state law relating to adequate pledged
securities.)
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

INVESTMENTS

Investments are stated at cost in the advanced dcposit fund and the clerk’s salary fund.

While the investments in the deferred compensation fund are stated at fair market value.
Investments at June 30,1998, are as follows:

Fund With Whom Invesiment Cost Valug
Advance Deposit Security Bank C.D. $ 100.000 $ 100,000
Advance Deposit Sccurity Bank C.D. 100,000 100,060
Advance Deposit Security Bank C.D. 150,000 150,000
Advance Deposit Sccurity Bank C.D. 150,000 150,000
(Clerk Salary Fund Security Bank C.D. 200,000 200,000
Advance Deposit Bank of l.ecompte C.D. 100,000 1 00,000
Advance Dcposit Bank of l.ccompte C.D. 50,000 50,000
Advance Deposit Rapides Bank C.D. 157,761 157.76]

Total $1.007,76] $1.007.761
Deferred Comp Insurance Co Mutual Funds P 84,101 $ 84.161

[ =

At year end, some of the Clerk's investments consisted of mutual funds with a carrying value
of $84,161. The market value approximates the carrying valuc. The deferred compensation
agency fund owns 100% of these investments,

The other investments are certificates of deposits with original maturitics of more than (90)
days. Al year end. the Clerk's total investment balance 1 certificates of deposit was
$1,007,761, both carrying amount and bank balancc. Of the bank balance. $300,000 was
covered by federal depository insurance, $707,761 was covered by pledged sccuritics of

financial institutions which comply with the requirements of Louisiana statutes and no
amounts were umnsurcd or uncollateralized.

The Clerk's investments which are subject to categorization are the certificales of deposit.
They are categorized to give an indication on the level of risk assumed by the Clerk's office
at year-end. Category 1 includes investments that arc insured or registered or for which the
securities are held by the Clerk or its agent in the Clerk's name. Category 2 includes
uninsured and unregisicred investments for which the securities are held by the broker's or
dealer's trust department or agent in the Clerk's name. Category 3 includes uninsured and
unregistered investments for which the securities arc held by the broker or dealer, or by 1ts
trust department or agent but not in the Clerk's namc.
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CLLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

At year end, all investments and cash balances of the clerk’s office were Category 1
funds.

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLES

The receivables of $42,587 at June 30, 1998, are as follows:

(eneral Agency
Class of Receivable Fund I'unds Total
Duec from State of Louisiana
Title IV Fees $ 17,985 $ - $ 17,985
LLocal I‘'ees & Charges 20,888 - 20,888
Other - 3.714 3,714
Total $ 38.873 $3.714 $ 42,587

BAD DEBTS
Uncollectible amounts due for customer receivables are recognized as bad debts through the

establishment of an allowance account at the time information becomes available which
would indicate the uncollectibility of the particular receivable.

GENERAL FIXED ASSETS

A summary of changes in general {ixed assets follows:

Balance Balance
July 1, June 30,
1997 Additions Deletions 1998
Office Equip.,
Furn. & Fixtures $1.167.226 93.022 $1.260.248

17
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTLS TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)
CHANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS

The general long-term debt of the Clerk's office as of June 30, 1998 1s as follows:

Compensated Capital
Absences _l.eases Total

l.ong-term obligations

at July 1, 1997 $ 54,053 $ 456 $ 54,509
Additions - - -
Deductions (332) (456) (788)
Long-term obligations ,
at June 30, 1998 $ 53721 $ - $53,72]

l.case-Purchases

The Clerk's office entered into a lease-purchase arrangement on a computer optical upgrade,
financing $9,900. This lease-purchase is secured by Clerk's salary fund revenues and may
be terminated i{ funds {for payments cannot be appropriated in a subscquent budget year. The
Clerk's office also entered into a lcasc-purchase arrangement on a document image system,
financing $63.500. This lcase-purchasc is secured by Clerk's salary fund revenucs and may
be terminated if funds for payments cannot be appropriated in a subsequent budget year.

The following 1s a schedule of future minimum lease payments under capital leases, together
with the present value of the new minimum lease payments, as of Junc 30, 1998:

Fiscal year:
1998-99
Total minimum lease
payments
Less - wnount representing
Interest
IPresent value of net minimum
lease payments 3 -

18
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

INTERFUND RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES

The following 1s a summary of amounts due from and due to other funds:

Receivable Fund _Payable Fund Amount
Clerk's Salary I'und Judiciary Fee Fund $ 707
Clerk’s Salary Fund Advance Deposit I'und _ 24,948

Total $ 25,655

CIHANGES IN AGENCY FUND UNSETTLED DEPOSITS

Balance at Balance at

Agency Fund July 1, 1997 Additions Reductions June 30, 1998
CASA Fund $ - £ 47.669 $  (41.998) $5,67)
Advance Deposit Fund 072.147 1,974,682 (1,863,280) [.083,549
Registry of Court Fund 642,963 1,583,713 (1,487,247) 739,429
Judiciary IFee Fund 13,363 13.363
Total $1.628473 $ 3.606.0064 $(3.392.525) £ 1.842.012

CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND DEFERRED COMPENSATION BENEFITS
PAYABLE:

Balance at Balance at
Apency Fund July 1, 1997 Additions Reductions June 30, 1998
Deferred Compensation Fund - $ 65,78 $ 25,097 $  (6.717) $ 84161

PENSION PLAN

Substantially all employees of the Rapides Parish Clerk of Court are members of the
Louisiana Clerks of court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a multiple-cmployer (cost-

sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a
separate board of trustces.

19
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

PENSION PLAN (Continued)

All regular employcces who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment are
required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or aftcr age 55 with at lcast
12 years of credited service are entitied to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life,
cqual to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to
exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's
average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average.
Iimployees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their
cmployce contributions may retire at or after age 55 and received the benefit accrued to
their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Bencfits
arc ¢stablished and amended by state statute.

The system 1ssues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial
statements and required supplementary information for the sysicm. That report may be
obtained by writing 1o the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745
Bricksome Ave., Suite B1, Baton Rouge, LLouisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162,

Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 pereent of their annual
covered salary and the Rapides Parish clerk of Court is required to contribute at an
actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 10.00 percent of annual covered payroll.
Contributions to the system also include ane-fourth of one percent (one-half of the one
pereent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of cach
parish. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Rapides Parish Clerk of
Court arc cstablished by and may be amended by state statute. As provided by R.S. 11:103,
the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change
each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Rapides Parish
Clerk of Court’s contributions to the system for the years ending June 30, 1998, 1997 and
1996, were 398,776, §$102,279 and $95,184, respectively, equal to the required
contributions for each year.
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN

The Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish establishecd a deferred compensation plan in
accordance with Internal Revenue code Section 457. The plan allows participants to defer
up to 25% of their salary until future years. Other retirement contributions are considered
1n computing the aggregate contribution limit. Excessive deferrals will be taxable. The
deferred compensation is not available to participants until termination, retirement, death
or unforesccable emerpency.

All amounts of compensation deferred under the Plan, all property and rights purchased
with those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property or rights are
(until paid or made available to the participant or beneficiary) solely the property of the
Rapides Parish Clerk of Court subject only to the claim of the Clerk’s general creditors.
Participants' rights under the Plan are equal to those of general creditors of the Clerk in a
amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant.

All funds paid into the Plan are managed by a third party administrator selected by the
Clerk. During the year the funds were invested by employees into mutual funds. At June
30, 1998, investments and the corresponding liabilitics were recorded in an agency fund
at the fair market value of $84,161.

It1s the opinion of the Rapides Parish Clerk of Court's legal counsel that the Clerk has no
l1ability for losses under the Plan but does have the duty of duc care that would be
required of an ordinary prudent investor.

OPERATING LEASES

The Rapides Parish Clerk of Court has lease commitments for (12) copiers as of June 30,
1998. The Clerk also leases a vehicle. The cost for the leascs for the year ended June 30,
1998 was $45.373. The future minimum lcase payments for thesc leases arc as follows:

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, COPIERS  VEHICLE TOTAL
1999 $ 25,665 6,887 32,552
2000 16,591 6,887 23,478
2001 1,593 574 2167
TOTAL $ 43,849 14,348 58,197
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISTIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

LITIGATION AND CLAIMS

At June 30, 1998, the clerk of court is involved in litigation of two cases. In the estimation
of the legal advisors of the clerk of court, the ultimate resolution of the cases would not
materially affect the financial statements,

These matters constitute an asscrted claim and as such the Clerk would be required to pay
a deductible of $10.000 if an unfavorable outcome were rendered.

ACT 211 OF THE LEGISLATURE OF LOUISIANA

The Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish was authorized by Act 211 to establish a pilot
program to provide for a schedule of flat filing fees in the Ninth Judicial District court
cffective January 1, 1992. The Clerk, at her option, decided not to implement this program
at that time. Therciore, there 1s no separate fund to be audited and/or accounted for in the
financial statements at June 30, 1998.

ON-BEHALF PAYMENTS

Certain operating expenditures of the Clerk’s office arc paid by the Rapides Parish Police
Jury and arc not included 11 the accompanying financial statements. Those expenditurcs
are as follows:

Utilities $ 34,448
Maintenance 61.449
Total $ 95,897

YEAR 2000 ISSUE

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcomings in many clectronic data processing
systems and other clectronic equipment that may adversely affect the Rapides Parish Clerk
ol Court’s operations as early as fiscal year 1999,
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Continued)

The Rapides Parish Clerk of Court has completed an inventory of computer systems
and other electronic equipment that may be affected by the ycar 2000 1ssue and that are
necessary 1o conducting the Clerk’s operations. Based on this inventory, the Clerk 1s in
the remediation stage in that computer hardware and software believed to be ycar 2000
compliant. Testing and validation of the systems will need to be completed after the
hardware and software are installed. Because of the unprecedented naturc of the ycar
2000 issue, it’s effects and the success of related remediation efforts will not be fully
determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. Management cannot assure that the
Rapides Parish Clerk of Court will be year 2000 ready, that the Clerk’s remediation
efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom the Clerk does
business will be year 2000 ready.
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES

AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

GOVERNMENTAL FUND

CLERK'S SALARY FUND

The Clerk's salary fund is used to account for resources traditionally associated with
government which arc not required legally or by sound financial management to be
accounted for in another fund.
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SCHEDULE 1
CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALLEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

CLERK'S SALARY FUND
COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND
CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
FFOR THE FISCAL YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 AND 1997

25

1998 1997 DIFFERENCE
REVENUES
RECORDINGS
DEEDS $ 672,888 $ 633,282 b 39,606
CIVIL SUITS AND
PROBATE RECORDS 729,138 128,302 836
CANCELLATIONS 27,420 21,916 3.504
MORTGAGE CERTIFICATLS 3i1.517 30.718 799
MARRIAGE LICENSES 32,328 31,375 953
CERTIFIED COPIES 181,437 187.907 (6.470)
CRIMINAL FLEES 65,709 (8.223 (2,514)
COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS
REIMBURSEMENT 9,110 15,710 (6,600)
CANDIDATE QUALIFYING FEES 3,900 19,313 (15,413)
UCC FEES 134,843 125,881 8,902
NOTARIAL FEES 2,900 2,850 50
INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS 10,279 5,294 4,985
TITLE IV STATE FEES 38,008 38,008
MISCELLANEOQOUS 71,407 95,718 (24,311)
JUVENILE COURT 1.458 3.564 (2.106)
TOTAL REVENUES 2.012.342 1,970,053 42.289
EXPENDITURES
CURRENT:
GENLERAL GOVERNMENT:
SALARILES
CLERK 75,525 65,501 (10,024)
DEPUTY CLERKS 925,974 871.68] (54,293}
OTHER 67,791 49,053 (18,738)
OFFICLE SUPPLIES 270,820 230,416 (40,404)
EMPLOYLEE GROUP INSURANCIEE 143,066 131,351 (11.715)
GENERAL INSURANCE 23.840 34,061 10,221
TRAVLEL
CLERK'S TRAVEL ALLOW. 7.552 6,457 (1.095)
TRAVLL & CONTINUING
EDUCATION 2,258 4,861 2,603
AUTO SUPPLILES AND
MAINTENANCE 10,613 7,874 (2,73%)
COMPUTER OPERATIONS 27,698 28.552 854
LEGAL AND ACCOUNTING IFEES 23,0060 27,116 4,056
ASSOCIATION DULS 1,857 1,702 (155)

(Continued)



CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH

ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

CLERK'S SALARY FUND
COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND

CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES
FOR THE FISCAL YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 1998 AND 1997

TELEPHONE
CAND. QLFY. FEES REMITTIEED
EMPLOYEL RETIREMENT
ELECTION EXPENDITURES
MISCELLANEQUS
BATTERED FAMILIES
SECTY OF STATL - UCC I'TEES
JUVENILL COURT

CAPITAL QUTLAY:
OFFICE

DEBT SERVICE:
PRINCIPAL RETIREMENT
INTEREST

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
(UNDER) EXPENDITURES

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES
OPERATING TRANSFERS IN

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING
SOURCES

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER
SOURCES OVER (UNDER)
EXPENDITURES

FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING

FUND BALANCE, ENDING

(CONTINUED)

1997

22,702
3,650
98,7706
8,080
46,835
14,546
58.593
1,944

93,022

456
4
1,928.662

83,680

1996

SCHEDULE 1 (CONT.)

DIFFERENCE

34,074
18,013
102,279
14,072
55,247
14,119
55,593
4,849

67,652

11,420
479

1,836,428

30.566

10.566

114,246

477,509

$ 591,755

133.625

38.096

38.096

171,721

305,788

$ 477.509

11,372
14,363
3,503
5,992
8,412
(427)
{3,000}
2,905

(25,370)

10,970
473

{92 234)

(49.945)

(7.530)

(7,530)

(57,.475)

171,721

$ 114246
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES
AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998

AGENCY FUNDS

ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND

The advance deposit fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to
account for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable 1o the
litigants after all costs have been paid.

RIXGISTRY OF COURT FUND

The registry of court fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used to
account for funds which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been

rendered in court litigation. Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the
court.

JUDICIARY FFEE FUND (OLD SUIT BALANCES)

The judiciary fee fund 1s used to account for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants prior
to the establishment of the above advance deposit fund.

DEFERRED COMPENSATION FUND

This fund 1s used 1o account for assets held for employees 1n accordance with the provisions
of Internal Revenue Code Section 457.

CASA TFUND

In 1997, the State Lcgislature passed the CASA Program under R.S. 13:1000.1. The
program asscs all defendants in criminal cases and traffic offenscs, of which the district court
has jurisdiction, who are convicted after trial or who pleads guilty. The amount 1s asscssed

at $5.00 and shall bc transmmtted to the Clerk for the court appoinicd special advocate
programs in the parish.
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET

AGENCY FUNDS
JUNK 30, 1998

DEFERRED COMPENSATION
BENEFITS PAYABLE

ADVANCE
CASA DEPOSIT
FUND FUND
ASSETS
CASH $5671 § 297,022
INVESTMIENTS 807,761
OTHER RECEIVABLES 3,714
DUE FROM OTHER FUNDS
TOTAL ASSETS $5.671 $1.108.497
I.IABILITIES
DULE TO OTHER FUNDS $ 24,948
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS $5.671 1,083,549

TOTAL LIABILITIES 35,671

¢'1.108.497

REGISTRY
OF COURT
FUND

$ 739,429

$ 739,429

$ 739,429

$ 739.429

28

JUDICIARY
FEL
FUND

$ 14,070

$ 14.070

$ 707
13.363

$ 14070

SCHEDULLE 2

DEFERRED
COMPENSATION

FUND TOTAL

$ 1,056,192

$ 84,161 891,922

3.714

$ 84161 $1.951.828

§ 25,655

1,842,012

$  84.161 84.161

$ 84.161 $1.951.828




SCHEDULE 3
CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH

ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

AGENCY FUNDS
COMBINED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

JUNE 30, 1998

BALANCE BALANCE
JULY 1, 1997 JADDITIONS DEDUCTIONS  JUNE 30, 1998
ASSETS
CASII $ B25.699 $ 3.623.018 y (3,392.525) $ 1,056,192
INVESTMLENTS B65.781 32,858 (6,717) 891,922
OTHER RECEIVABLES 3.368 346 3.714
DULL FROM OTHER FUNDS
TOTAL ASSETS » 1.694.848 . 3.656,222 $ (3.,399.242) $ 1.951 828
ILIABILITIES
DUE TO OTHER FFUNDS $ 394 25,061 $ 25,035
UNSETTLED DEPOSITS 1,628,473 3,606,064 $ (3.392,525) 1,842,012
DEFERRED COMPLENSATION
BENEFITS PAYABLL 05,781 23,007 (6,717) 84,161
TOTAL LIABILITHES $ 1.694 848 £ 3,656,222 b (3.399.242) $ 1951828
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SCHEDULLE 4
CLLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN UNSETTLED DEPOSIT BALANCES, BY FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998

Advance Registry Judiciary
CASA Deposit Of Count Fee
Fund. Fund Fund _ Fund
Deposit balances, beginning of
year 3 0 $ 972,147 $ 642,963 $ 13,363
Additions:
Deposits:
Suits and successions 1,932,539
Deposits by otder of the ct. 47,669 1,570,263
Interest on investments 38,322 13,450 113
‘Transfer from other funds 3.821
Total additions 47,669 1,974 682 1,583,713 113
Total deposits and additions 47 669 2.946.829 2,226,676 13,476
[Deductions:
Settlements to litigants 448,589
Attorney, curators and
notarial fees 51,925
Wilness, appraisers,
keepers, etc. 10,168
Clerk's costs 8§37.097
sheriff's fees 294 560
Cost of court 31,936
Judge's fces 148,556
Miscellaneous 9.996
Transter to other funds 30,453 3,821 113
Payments by order of the ct, 41,998 1,465,394
Transfcr 10 St. of LA.
(Unclaimed funds) 18,032
Total deductions 41,998 1.863.280 1,487,247 113
Deposit balances, end of year $ 5,671 $ 1,083 549 $ 739.429 $ 13.363
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES
AS OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1998
(CONTINUED)

GENERAL

INSURANCE IN FORCE

The Clerk of Court maintains various insurance policies at June 30, 1998. These policies
are disclosed in the following schedule entitled "Insurance In Foree.”
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CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

OTHER REPORTS REQUIRED BY
OOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

The following pages contain the report on internal control structure and compliance with laws and
regulations required by Government Auditing Standards 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the
United States. The paragraph on internal control structure is based solely on the audit of the gencral
purposc financial statements and includes where appropriate, any reportable conditions and/or
matcrial weaknesses. The paragraph on compliance with laws and regulations is, likewise, based
solely on the audit of the general purpose financial statements and presents, where applicable.
compliance matiers that would be material 1o the general purpose financial statcments.
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL
REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

THE HONORABLE CAROLYN JONES RYLAND
CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

We have audited the financial statements of Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish as of and for the year
ended June 30, 1998, and have 1ssued our report thereon dated December 23, 1998. We conducted
our audit in accordancc with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of
the United States.

Compliance

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish’s financial
statcments are frece of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain
provistons of laws, regulations, contacts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct
material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion
on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly we do not
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control OQver Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit, we considered Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish’s internal
control over {inancial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of
expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal
control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting
would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporttng that might
be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a conditton in which the design or operation of one
or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that
misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the {inancial statements being audited
may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of
performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over
financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses.
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EXHIBIT A (CONT.)

This report is intended for the information of the Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish. However, this
report 1s a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Dauzat, Beall & Debevec, CPA’s, APC
Alexandna, Louisiana
December 23, 1998
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EXHIBIT B
RAPIDES PARISH CLERK OF COURT

ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings for the Year Ended June 30, 1997

Ref, No.* Occurred Description of Finding Yes, No. Partially) Action Taken**  DExplanation***

None
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Carolyn Ryla
Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish
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RAPIDES PARISH CLERK OF COURT
ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

Corrective Action Plan for Current Year Audit
Findings For the Year Ended June 30, 1998

yescription of Finding Corrective Action Planned  Person{s)**

None

Lol

Carolyn Ryland

Clerk of Cournt of Rapides PPartish
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EXHIBIT C
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EXRIBIT D

CLERK OF COURT OF RAPIDES PARISH
Alexandria, Louisiana
SCHEDUILE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS
For the Year I'nded June 30, 1998

We have audited the financial statements of the Clerk of Court of Rapides Parish as of June 30, 1998
and have issued our report thereon dated December 23, 1998, We conducted our audit in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained
in Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our
audit of the financial statements as of and for the ycar ended June 30, 1998 resulted in an unqualified
opinion.

Section 1-Summary of Auditor’s Reports
a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance Material to the Financial Statements

Internal control

Material Weaknesscs L Yes ! No Reportable Conditions L ves X No

Compliance

Non Compliance Material to Financial Statements [1 ves B No

Scction II-Financial Statement Findings

None
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