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W e bare audited tile accompanying general purpose financial statements of the St. M artin l'arisb 
Assessor, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. Tbese general 
purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the St. M artin Parish A ssessor. O ur responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we eondueted our audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Cmnptroller G eneral of tile 
United States. "fhose slandards require that we plata and perform tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance aboul 
wl~ether the general purpose financial statements are free of material m isstatement. An audit inehldes exam ining, 
on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An 
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates made by the St. M artin 
Parish Assessor, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Tecbnical Bulletin 98-1, Disclosures about Year 2000 Issues, 
rcquircs disclosure of certain matters regarding the year 2000 issue. The St. M artin Parish Assessor has included 
such disclosures in Note l0. Because of the unprecedented nature of the year 2000 issue, its effects and the 
success of related rcm edlatioa efforts will not be fully determ inable until tile year 2000 and thereafter. 
Accordingly, insufficient audit evidence exists to support the St. M artin Parish Assessor's disclosures w ith 
rcspect to the year 2000 issue m ade in Note I 0. Further, we do z}ot provide assurance thal lhe St. M arlin Parish 
Assessor is or w ill be year 2000 ready, that tbe St. M arlin Parish A ssessor's year 2000 rem ediation efforts w ill 
be successfld in whole or in part, or that parties with which the St. M artin l'arish Assessor does business will be 
year 2000 ready. 

In our opinion, except for the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to be 
necessary had we been able to exam ine evidence regarding year 2000 disclosures, the general purpose financial 
statements referred to above present fairly, i~ all m aterial respects, the finaucial position of tbe St. M artin Parish 
A ssessor, as of Decem ber 3 I, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conform ity w ith 
generally acccptcd accounting principles. 

,U~CRIC~ nroT~ OV 
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CERTIFICO~ BLI~ ̂ o~OO'~r~tcr8 



 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing; Standards, we have also issued a report dated M arch 24, 1999 
on our consideration of the St. M artin Parish Assessor's internal control over financial reporting and our tests 
of its com pliance w ith certain laws, regalations, contracts and grants. 

The financial inform ation for the preceding year which is included for comparative purposes was taken 
from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the general purpose 
financial slatem ents of the St. M artin Parish Assessor. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 
M arch 24, 1999 

K older, Champagne, Slaven & R ainey, LL C 

Certified Public Accountants 



GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
(COM BINED STATEM ENTS - OVERVIEW ) 



S'I'. M ARTIN PAR1Stl ASSESSOR 

St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Com bined Balance Sheet - Governmental Fund Type and Account Group 

Decem ber 31, 1998 

ASSETS 

Cash and investm ents 

Receivables: 

Ad valorem taxes 

A llowance for uncollectibles 

Accrued interest 

Vehicles, m aps and equipm ent 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilitie:s 

Fund equity: 

Investm ent in general fixed 

assets 

Fund balances - 

Unreserved and 
undesignated 

Total fire d equity 

Total liabilities and 

fired equity 

A ccount 

G roup 

Governm ental General 

Fund Type Fixed 

General Fund Assets 

$ 822,140 $ 

374,772 

(89,907) 
11,839 

431,272 

Totals 

(Memorandum Only) 
998 1997 

$ 822,140 $ 745,702 

374,772 

(89,907 
11,839 

431,272 

386,622 

(76,877) 
9,008 

423,012 

$ 1,118,844 $431,272 $1,550,116 $1,487,467 

1,118,844 

1,118,844 

$ 

431,272 431,272 423,012 

431,272 

1,118,844 

1,550,116 

1,064,455 

1,487,467 

$ 1,118,844 $431,272 $1,550,116 $1,487,467 

The accom panying notes arc an integral part of this statem ent. 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH ASSESSOR 

St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

W ith Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended December 31, 1997 

Revenues: 

lntergovernm ental revenues - 

Ad valorem taxes 

Preparation of tax roll 

State :revenue sharing 

Interest 

O ther 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 

Current - 

Personnel services and related 

benefits 

Operating services 

M aterials and supplies 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over 

expenditures 

998 

Budget Aetna 

$ 332,426 
5,800 

63,684 

38,000 

2,500 

442,410 

312,465 

17,000 

39,950 
29,500 

398,915 

$ 326,849 
5,408 

64,866 

45,485 
3,185 

445.793 

310,191 

14,651 

37,268 
29,294 

391,404 

Variance - 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ (5,577) 
(392) 
1,182 

7,485 
685 

3,383 

2,274 

2,349 

2,682 
206 

7,511 

43,495 54,389 10,894 

Fund balance, beginning of year 1,064,455 1,064,455 

Fund balance, end of year 

1997 

A ctua 

$ 323,587 
5,908 

65,259 

38,792 
3,736 

437,282 

298,241 

10,855 

33,743 
536 

343,375 

93,907 

970,548 

$1,107,950 $1,118,844 $ 10,894 $1,064,455 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



ST. M ARTIN I'ARISH ASSESSOP, 
St. M arfiuville, Louisiana 

Statement of Expenditures Compmed to Budget (GAAP Basis) - 
General Fund 

Year Ended December 31, 1998 
W ith Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended December 3 I, 1997 

Total personnel services 
and related benefits 

Operating services: 
Professional fees 

M aterials and supplies: 

Office supplies and expe nse 
Telephon~ 

Postage 
Dues & subscriptions 
School and tuition 

l:.quipnlenl maintenance 

Automobile supplies and 
m aintel~ance 

7btal materials and 
supplies 

Capital outlay: 
Vchicle asld offi ce equipment 

Total capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

998 

Vari~mce - 
Favorable 1997 

Budget Actual (Unfavorable) Actual 

$ 69,550 
151,000 

23,000 

6,955 

43,560 
13,100 

3,000 

$ 69,550 
153,259 

19,469 

7,755 
42,556 
13.068 
2,391 

2,143 

$ 

(2,259) 
3,531 

(800) 
1,004 
32 

609 

$ 69,550 
138,628 

22,915 

7,900 

42,931 
11,784 

2,652 

312,465 310,191 2,274 298,24 

1,750 

6,500 
1,700 
1,500 

3,000 
5,500 

4,65 

0,240 

6,068 

1,500 
1,579 
3,115 

5.746 

0,000 9,020 

39,950 

29,500 

29,500 

29,294 

29,294 

,510 

432 
200 

(79) 
(115) 
(246) 

980 

0,855 

9,348 

5,678 
1,400 
1,335 
2,640 
5.006 

2,682 33,743 

536 

536 

$398,915 $391,404 $ 7,511 $343,375 
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ST. M ARTIN PARISH ASSESSOR 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ents 

Smnm arv of Si~,nificant A ccountin~ Policies 

As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile Assessor is elected 
by the voters of the parish and serves a term of four years. The Assessor assesses property, prepares tax rolls 
and subm its the rolls to the Louisiana Tax Comm ission as prescribed by law . 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Assessor conform to generally accepted accounting 
principles as applicable to governments. Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the 
iudustry audit guide, Audits of State and Local Goverum ental Units. 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies 

A . Financial Renortiu~ Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, the Assessor includes all funds, account groups, 
activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the A ssessor as an independeutly elected parish 
official. The activities of the parish police jury, parish school board, other independently 
elected parish officials, and m unicipal level governm ent are not included w ithin the 
accom panying financial statem ents as they are considered autonom ous governments. These 
units of govern m ent issue financial statem ents separate from that of the Parish Assessor. 

B. Fund Accounting 

The accounts of the Assessor are organized on the basis of a fund (General Fund) and 
an account group, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of 
the General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, are accounted for w ith 
a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, 
revenues and expenditures. Compensation received from the various taxing bodies, prescribed 
by formula in Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908, is accounted for in this fund and 
general operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

C. Fixed Assets and Lone-Term Obliuations 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for iu the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. N o 
depreciation has been provided on fixed assets. Fixed assets are valued at historical cost. The 
account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only with the m easurement of financial position 
and does not involve m easurem ent of results of operations. 

There are no long-term obligations at December 31, 1998 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH A SSESSOR 
St. M artinville, Lonisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

D . Basis of Aeconntlng 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in tile financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing 
of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The Assessor's records are m aintained on a cash basis of accounting. However, tile 
G eneral Fund reported in the accom panying financial statem ents has been converted to a 
m odified acerual basis of accounting using the follow ing praetices in recording revenues 
and expenditures: 

Revenues 

Compensation from taxing bodies and ad valorem taxes are recorded in the year ad 
valorem taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed for the calendar year and 
becom e payable on N ovember 15 of each year and due by Decem ber 31 of that year. 
Interest income is recorded when earned. All other revenues are recorded when received. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. Budget Practices 

The A ssessor prepares a budget for the General Fund on the m odified accrual basis 
of accounting. The budget is advertised in the official parish paper, a public hearing is 
conducted and the budget is adopted and filed. Notices of availability, adoption of budget, 
et cetera, are published. Budget amounts included in the accom panying financial 
statem ents include original and/or am ended adopted budget am ounts. A ll budgetary 
appropriations lapse at the end of each year. 

I:. lnterest-Bearinu D et)osits 

Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. 

G . Vacation and Sick Leave 

Each em ployee is allowed a two week vacation annually. There is no formal policy 
pertaining to sick leave; sick leave is granted at the discretion of the Assessor. 



ST. M A RTIN PARISH A SSESSOR 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

At tile discretion of the Assessor, em ployees m ay be paid at ternrination or 
retirement for vacation leave accumulated during the current year. At December 31, 1998, 
the Assessor has no accum ulated leave benefits required to be reported in accordance witll 
GAS]3 Codifieation C60. 

H . Total Colum n on Balance Shee 

The "total" colum n on tile balance sheet is captioned "M em orandmn Only" to 
indicate that it is presented only to facililate financial analysis. Data in this cultura l does 
not present financial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

Encum brances 

Encum brance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other 
com m itm ents for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion 
of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Assessor as an extension of formal 
budgetary integration in the funds. 

Post-Em t~lovm ent Health Care Benefits 

All employees who retire from the Assessor's offi ce are eligible for post-retirem ent 
health care benefits. The Assessor currently funds the costs of these benefits, but tile 
Assessor is not required to do so. lfthe Assessor's office should ever experience difficully 
funding these costs, this practice would be discontinued. The costs & retirees' health care 
benefits are recognized as an expenditure as paid. For 1998, those costs totaled 
approximately $3,908. 
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ST. M ARTIN PAR1 St I A SSESSOR 
St. M arlinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Cash and lnterest-Bearin~ Deoosits 

U nder state law, the Assessor m ay deposit fimds within a fiscal agent bank organized under tile 
laws of the State of Louisiana, lhe laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of the United States. 
The Assessor m ay invest in certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law 
and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At December 31, 1998, the Assessor has cash 
al~d interest-bearing deposits (book balances) totaling as follows: 

D em and deposits 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

$ 28,337 
793,803 

$822,140 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under stale law, these deposits (or 
the resulting bank balances), must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit 
insurance m ust at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities arc 
held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 
acceptable to both parties. Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 1998, are secured as 
follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
Pledged securities (Category 3) 

Total secured deposits 

$829,963 

$594,358 
. 2.35,60_5 

$829,963 

(3) Ad Valorem Taxes 

Ad valorem taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1 of each year. During 
the current fiscal year, taxes were levied in June and billed to the taxpayers by the St. M artin Parish 
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ST. M ARTIN PARISH ASSESSOR 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Sheriff in November. Billed taxes are due by December 31, becom ing delinquent on Jauuary 1 of the 
folilowing year. An allowance is established for delinquent taxes to the extent that the collection is 
im probable. 

"file taxes are based on assessed values determ ined by the St. M artin Parish Tax Assessor and are 
collected by the Sheriff. The taxes are rem itted to the Tax Assessor net of deductions for pension fired 
contributions. 

Ad valorem taxes are budgeted and recorded in the year levied and billed. For the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 1998, special assessment district taxes were levied at tile rate of 3.63 m ills on property 
w ith assessed valuations totaling $93,376,891. 

Total special assessment district taxes levied during 1998 were $338,959. Taxes receivable a 
D~cember 31, 1998, was $374,772 and the allowance for uncollectible receivables was $89,907. 

Chances in General Fixed Assets 

A summ ary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

M aps 
Office equipm ent 
Com puter eqnipm en 
Vehicles 

Total general 
fixed assets 

(5) Pension Plan 

Balance at 
January I, 
1998 

$283,250 
30,648 
62,349 

_  46,765 

Additions 

$ - 
4,183 

25,111 

Deletions 

$ 
(2,153) 

(J8,881) 

Balance at 
Decem ber 31, 

1998 

$283,250 
32,678 
62,349 
52,995 

$423,012 $29,294 $ (21,034 $431,272 

Plan Description: The St. M artin Parish Assessor contributes to the Louisiana Assessors' 
Retirem ent Fund, a cost-sharing multiple em ployer defined benefit pension plan adm inistered by a 
separate board of trustees. Provisions of the plan are set forth iu the Louisiana Revised Statutes 11:1401 
through 11:1483 to provide retirem ent, disability and survivor benefits for the assessors and their 
perm anent, full-tim e em ployees. The Board of Trustees of the Louisiana Assessors' P, etirem ent Ftmd 
issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplem entary 
inform ation. That report m ay be obtained by writing to the Board of Trustees, Louisiana Assessors' 
Retirem ent Fund, P.O. Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana, 71166. 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH ASSESSOR 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Funding Policy: Plan members are required to contribute 7 percent of their annual covered salary 
and the assessor is required to make contribntions of 5.75 percent of the salaries through December 31, 
19'98. In addition, the System receives one forth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collected oz~ 
the lax rolls of each parish and revenue sharing funds as appropriated each year by legislature. The 
employer's net actuarially required contribution for the year ended September 30, 1998 was 2.17 percent 
of covered payroll. The St. M arfi~ Parish Assessor's contributions to the Retirement System for the 
years ended June 30, 1998, 1997 and 1996 were $13,068, $11,784 and $9,103 respectively. 

(6) O QiNrating Lease 

The Assessor had the following outstanding lease at Decem ber 31, 1998 

D escription 

Xerox M aclfine 

Term 

3 Years 

Final Paym ent 
Date Lease A lnouut 

12/99 

"ll~e m inim um future paym ents for this arrangement is as follows: 

1999 

(7) ~ ligatiou 

There is no litigation pending against the Assessor's office at December 31, 1998 

(8) Risk M anagement 

(9) 

$ ll5 

$1,380 

The Assessor is exposed to risks of loss in the areas of general and auto liability and workers' 
compensation. Those risks are handled by purchasing commercial insurance. There have been no 
significant reductions in insurance coverage during the current year. 

cnditures of the A e Parish Police Ju 

The Assessor's offi ce is located in the St. M artin Parish Courthouse. The upkeep and m ainteuance 
of the courthouse is paid by the St. M artin Parish Police Jury, In addition, the Parish Jury also pays some 
of the Assessor's operating expenditures. These expenditures are not reflected in the accom panying 
financial statem ents. 
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ST. M ARTIN PA RISII ASSESSOR 
St. M arlinville, Louisiana 

Notes to Fiuancial Stateme~ts (Contiuued) 

Im pact of Year 2000 on Com puter Proeram s (Unaudited 

The Year 2000 issue is the result of computer program s being written osing two digits rather than 
four to define the applicable year. Any of the Assessor's computer program s that have time sensitive 
software may recognize a date using "00" as the year 1900 rather than the year 2000. This could result 
iu a system failure or miscalculations causing disruptions of operations, including, among other things, 
a tem porary inability to process transactions, or engage in sim ilar norm al business activities 

The Assessor is utilizing both internal and external resources to identify and test the system s for 
Yc:ar 2000 com pliaucc. To date, a prelim inary assessm ent of the im pact of this issue has not been 
com pletcd. Consequently, management has not assessed the Year 2000 com pliance expense aad related 
potential effect on the Assessor's earnings. 
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The I lonorable M itchell LeBlanc 
St. M artin l'arish Assessor 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Com pliance 

As pa~l of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. M aFtiu Parish Assessor's general purpose 
financial stalem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance w ilh which could have a direct and m aterial 
effect on the determ ination of financial statement amounts. I Iowever, providing an opinion on com pliance with 
those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Government 
A uditing Standards. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reportinp, 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the St. M artin Parish Assessor's internal control 
over fiuanc, ial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the general purpose financial slatements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. I lowever, we noted a certain matter involving the internal control over financial reporling and its 
operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our 
altentiou relating to significant deficiencies in the desigu or operation of the internal control over financial 
reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the St. Martin Parish Assessor's ability to record, process, 
sum m arize and report financial data consistent w ith the assertions of m anagem ent in the financial statem ents. 
The rcpodable condition noted is described in the accompanying schedule of prior and current audit findings and 
m anagem ent's corrective action plan as item 98-1. 
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A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of OnE or m ore of tile internal 
control com ponEnts does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk lhal m isstalEm enls in am onnls that w ould 
be m aterial in relation 1o the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and no! be detected wi0~in a tim ely 
period by em ployees in the normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the 
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control that 
m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that arc 
also considered to be m aterial weaknesses. However, we believe the reportable condition identified as item 98-1 
in the schedule of prior and current audit findings and m anagement's corrective action plan is a m aterial 
wEaknEsS. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent. However, this repo~t is a m atter of public 
record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 
M arch 24, 1999 

K older, Cham pagne, Slaven & R ainey, LL C  
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Prior Year Findings 

ST. M ARTIN PA RlrSII ASSESSO R 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
M anagement's Corrective Action Plan 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Corn pliance 

There are no fiodings that are required to be reported under tile above 

nternal Control Over Financial Reoortin~ 

teal 1 - Inadetluale Selzreeatiou of Accountin~ Functions 

Due to the small m unber of em ployees, the Assessor did not have adequate segregation of 
fimetions w ithin tile accounting system . 

Status: 

U uresolved. See item 98-1 

M at'~a~em elll Letter Item s 

There were no m anagem ent letter item s at December 31, 1997 
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ST. M ARTIN PAR1SII A SSESSO R 
St. M artinville, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior and Current Audit Findings and 
M anagement's Corrective Action Plan (Continued) 

Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1998 

Current Year Findinas and M anap_ement's Corrective Action Plan 

Corn pliance 

There are no findings that are required to be reported under the above 

nternal Control Over Financial Reoortine 

tern 98-1 - lnadetluate Seareeation of Aceountin~ Functions 

nding 

D ue to the sm all num ber of em ployees, the Assessor did not have adequate segregation of 
fim elions w ithin the accounting system . 

M anagem enfs Corrective Action Plan 

M anagem ent has determ ined that it is not cost effective to achieve com plete segregation of duties 
w ithin the accounting departm ent. No plan is considered necessary. 

M anat~em ent Letter Item s 

There are no m anagem ent letter item s at Decem ber 31, 1998 
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