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INDEPENDENT AUDITO R 'S REPO RT 

Twen|y-N inth Judicial District Judicial Clerk's Fund 
I ]ahnville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Twenty-N inth 
Judicial D istrict Judicial Clerk's Fund, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, as listed 
in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the 
m anagem ent of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District Judicial Clerk's Fund. Our responsibility is 
to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards contained in 
the Governm ent Auditing Standards issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the 
general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 
used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general 
purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audil provides a reasonable basis 
for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District Judicial Clerk's 
Fund as of Decem ber 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditin~ Standards, w e have also issued a report dated June 9, 
1998, on onr consideration of the Twenty-N inth Judicial District Judicial Clerk's Fund internal 
control structure and a report dated June 14, 1999, on its com pliance with laws and regulations. 
Both reports are presented separately after the notes to tl~e financial statem ents of tiffs audit 

rcpo 

June 14, 1999 



A SSETS 
Cash and cash 

equivalents (Note B) 
Furniture and equipm ent 

(Nole C) 

TOTA L A SSETS 

TW ENTY-N INTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

Govermnental Fund Type - General Fund 
Balance Sheet 

Decem ber 31, 1998 

3ABILITIES EOU ITY AN D 
OTIIER CREDITS 
Liabilities 

Equity and Other Credits: 
hw estm ent in general 
fixed assets 

Fund balance - unreserved - 
undesignated 

Statem ent A 

Governm ental 
Fund Type - 
General Fund 

$ 195,834 

Account 
Group 
General 
Fixed A ssets 

$ 

220,059 

Total 

(M emorandunl 
ONLY) 

$ 195,834 

220059 

$ 

195,834 

Total Equity and 
Other Credits 195,834 

TOTA L LIABII,ITIES 

EQUITY AND 
OTH ER CREI)ITS 

$ 220,059 

220,059 

$ 220,059 

195 834 

415,893 

The accom panying notes are an integral part to these financial statem ents. 
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RI';V EN UES 
Crim inal fees 
Civil fees 
Interest earnings 
Other revenue 

Total Revenues 

TW EN TY -N INTH JUDICIAL D ISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 
Stalem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and 

Changes in Fund Balance 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

EX PEN DITURES 
Personal services and related benefits 
Adm inistrative services 
Professional services 
O ffice supplies and expenditures 
Conferences, dues, publications and 
subscriptions 
Capital outlay: 
Office equipm ent 

Tolal Expenditu res 

Statem ent B 

Excess of Revenues over Expenditures 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Year 

Fund Balance at End of Year 

$ 221,122 
24,975 
2,661 
59.~7.58 

308.516 

33,195 
7,200 
24,905 
19,764 

17,501 

31.408 

233.~973 

74,543 

121.291 

The accom panying notes are an integral part 1o these financial statem ents 



REVEN UES 
Crim inal fees 
Civil fees 
Interest earnings 
Other revenue 

Total Revenues 

EX PEN D]TURES 
Personal services and 
related benefits 
A dm inistrative services 
Professional services 

Office supplies and 
expenditures 
Conferences, dues, 
publications and 
subscriptions 
Capital outlay: 
O ffice equipm ent 

Total Expenditures 

Excess Revenues over 
Expenditures 
Fund Balance at 
Beginning of Year 
Fund Balance at 
End of Year 

TW ENTY-N INTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAl, CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

Governm ental Fund Type - General Fund 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in 

Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1998 

Statem ent C 

Budget Actual 

$ 265,000 
24,000 
2,000 
25,000 

$ 221,122 
24,975 
2,661 
59,758 

Variance 
Favorable 
(Unfavorable) 

$ (43,878) 
975 
661 

34.758 

316,000 308,516 (7,48~ ) 

35,000 
7,200 

120,000 

22,500 

14,000 

25.000 

33,195 
7,200 

124,905 

19,764 

17,501 

31,408 

1,805 

(4,905) 

2,736 

(3,501) 

(6,408) 

223,700 233,973 (10,27~3 

92,300 

121 291 

$ 213,591 

74,543 

121,291 

$ 195,834 

The accom panying notes are an integral part to these financial statem ents. 

(17,757) 



TW ENTY-N INTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

N OTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICAN T ACCOUNTIN G POLICIES 

The Tw enty-N inth Judicial District Judicial Clerk's Fund was established in accordance w ith 
l,ouisiana Revised Statutes 13:996.13-15. The Judicial Clerk's Fund is part of the operations of 
the district court system . 

Basis of Presentation 
The accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the Tw enty-N inth Judicial 
D istrict Judicial Clerk's Fund have been prepared in accordance w ith generally accepted 

accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

Fund's and Account Grouns 

The Judicial Clerk's Fund uses a fund (General Fund) and an account group (General 
Fixed Assets Account Group) to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid 
naanagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain govermnent functions and 
activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabililies, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. On the other 
hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because 
they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

The General Fund of the Judicial Clerk's Fund is classified as a governm ental fund. 
The General Fund accounts for all of the entity's general activities and financial 
resources, including the collection and disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted 
m onies. 



TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 
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Basis of A ccounting 
]'he accounling and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determined by its 
m easurem ent focus. ]'he governm ental fund is accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and 
liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. The operating statem ents of the 
General Fund present increases and decreases in net current assets. The Judicial 
Clerk's Fund records are m aintained on the m odified accrual basis of accounting 
using the follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Reveuues: 
Fees are recorded in the year they are collected by the Clerk of CourL 

Interest earnings on tim e deposits are recorded when the tim e deposits have m atured and 
the interest is available. 

Expenditures: 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 
when the related fund liability is incurred. 

Budgets 
The Judicial Clerk's Fund adopted an annual budget for the General Fund on a 
m odified accrual basis of accounting. Budgeted am ounts included in the annual 
financial statem ents include the original adopted budget am ounts and any subsequent 
am endm enls. 

The Judicial Clerk's Fund reserves all authority to m ake changes to the budget 



TW ENTY-NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Fixed A ssets and I,one-term Oblieations 
Fixed assets purchased from the General Fund are accounted for in the general fixed 
assets account group. Fixed assets are stated at historical cost. Purchases of general 
fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e of purchase. 

There w ere 11o long-term obligations at Decem ber 31, 1998 

6. Cash and Cash Euuivalents 
Cash includes am ounts in interest bearing dem and deposits. Cash equivalents include 
am ounts in certificates of deposit. Under state law , the entity m ay deposit funds in 
dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts and tim e 
deposits w ith state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their 
principal offices in Louisiana. 

7. Com oensated Absences and Pension Pla 
The fund had 11o em ployees in 1998; therefore, it does not have a leave policy and it 
does not participate in any pension plan. 

Total Colunm s on Balance Sheet 
The total colum n on the balance sheet is captioned M em orandum Only to indicate that 
it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present 
financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either 
is such data com parable to a consolidation. 



N OTE B - (;A SH 

TW ENTY-N INTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

At December 31, 1998, the carrying amount (book balance) of all cash of the Judicial 
Clerk's Fund totaled $ 195,834, and is listed as follows: 

Int erest bearing dem and deposits 
Certificates of D eposit 

Total 

$ 125,834 
70,000 

..$ 195,834 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law , these 

deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or 
the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged 
securities pills the federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on deposit 
w ith the fiscal agent . These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent 
bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

At December 31, 1998, the fund had $ 134,926 in deposits (collected bank balances). 
These deposits w ere fully secured from risk by federal deposit insurance and the pledge 
of securities in the amount of $ 114,441 by the fiscal agent bank. 

N OTE C - CH AN GES IN GENERA L FIX ED A SSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (offi ce furniture and equipment) is as 
follow s: 

Balance, D ecem ber 31, 1997 

A dditions 
Retirem ents 

Balance, D ecem ber 31, 1998 

$ 190,252 

31,407 

_  (1,600) 



N OTE D - LEA SES 

TW ENTY-N INTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CLERK 'S FUND 
St. Charles Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
Decem ber 31, 1998 

The Judicial Clerk's Fund did not have any capital or operating lease com m itm ents as of 
and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998. 

N O'I'I'; E - RELATED PA RTY TRAN SA CTION S 

During 1998, the Twenty-N inth Judicial District Judicial Clerk's Fund paid com pensation 
to a related parly who w as hired prior to Decem ber 31, 1990. This com pensation totalcd 
$15,000 in 1998. 

According to the provisions of subsection B.(4) of Canon 3 of the Code of Judicial 
Conduct, any em ployee of a court em ployed by such court on or before Decem ber 31, 

1990, or any employee of a court who becomes a member of a judge's immediate family 
subsequent lo employm ent shall not be prohibited from  continued em ploym ent with the 
court. 

NOTE F - YEAR 2000 (unaudited) 

The Funds accounting records are m aintained by an outside firm who's hardw are and 
software are year 2000 com pliant. 
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REPO RT O N CO M PLIAN CE AND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L O V ER 
FINAN CIAL REPO RTING BA SED O N AN AUDIT O F FINAN CIAL 

STA TEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RDANCE W ITH 
G O VERNM ENT A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

Board of Directors 
Tw enty-N inth Judicial D istrict 
Judicial Clerk's Fund 
1 lahnville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict 
Judicial Clerk's Fund, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1998, and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 14, 1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Govern m ent AuditinlL Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States 

Compliance 
A s a part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Twenty-N inth Judicial District 
Judicial Clerk's Fund general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we 
perform ed tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations and contracts, 
noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of the 
financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance with those provisions 

was not an objective of my audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under 
Governm ent Auditinu Standards. 

nternal Control Over Financial Ret)ortina 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Twenty-N inth Judicial D istrict Judicial 
Clerk's I.'und internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
and not provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. However, we noted 
a m atter involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operations that we consider 
to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention 
relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial 

reporting that, in our judgement, could adversely affect the board's ability to record, process, 
sum m ariz~ and report financial data consistent with the assertions of m anagem ent in the general 
purpose financial statem ents. W e noted that the size of the board's operations and its lim ited 
staff preclude an adequate segregation of duties and other features of an adequate system of 
internal accounting control structure, however, the board feels that to em ploy such controls would 
not be cost beneficial. 
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A m aterial weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore 
of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level tbe risk that 
m isstalem em s in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial 
statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in 
the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal 
control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions and, 
accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to 
be m aterial weaknesses. However, we consider the reportable conditions described above to be 
a m aterial w eakness. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m anagem ent and the State of Louisiana Legislative 
A uditor and should not be used for any other purpose. This restriction is not intended to lim it 
the distribution of this report which, upon acceptance by the State of Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor, is a m alter of public record. 

_ June 14, 1999 


