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W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirtieth 

Judicial District, as of and for theyear ended December31, ]999, as listed in the foregoing table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the district attorney's office. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on fllese general purpose financial statements based oil our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Stcmdards issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
Slates. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the 
general purpose finaucial statements are free of m aterial m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, oil a test basis, 
evidence supporting the am ounts and diselosnres in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates m ade by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall general purpose financial statement presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for 
our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
financial position of the District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial District, as of December 31, 1999, and the results 
of operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance w ith Govermnent Auditing Standards', we have also issued a report dated June 20, 2000 on our 
consideration of the District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial D istrict's internal control over financial reporting add 
our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

Our audit was performed for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose fitxancial statements of the 
District Attorn ey of the Thirtieth Judicial District, taken as a whole. The accom pmlying supplelnental information 

schedules (combining schedules of Special Revenue Funds) listed in the table of contents are presented for the 
purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. The 
accompanying schedule of federal awards is presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by U.S. Office 

of M anagement and Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations, 
and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statelnents. Such information has been subjected to the 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all 
material respects in relafiou to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

M arcus, Robinson and Hasse 
M onroe, Louisiana 
June 20, 2000 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TH E THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
[ COMB1NEI) BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GRO1 lPg 
I DECEMBER 31. 1999 

GOVERN M ENTAL FUNDS ACCOUNT GROI JI~ 

GENERAL REVENUE FIXED (M EM ORANDUM 
SPECIAL GENERAL TOTAL 

FUND FUN D S A SSETS ON LY~ 
A SSETS 

Cash (Note 2) 336,676 165,235 0 501,911 
Receivables (Nole 3) 26,631 16,872 0 43,503 
Equipment (Note 4) 0 0 13.!~6 7! 4 136,774 
TOTAL ASSETS 363j._0~7 1_82,107 13_~ _6 77_ 4 .682,188 

1,1AB1L1TIES AN D FUND EOIJITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts Payable 7,688 501 0 8,189 
Payroll Deductions Payable 5,368 6 0 5,374 
D ue to O lbers ._ _6~0 L2 0 0 6,012 

TOTAL LIABII,ITIES 19,068 507 0 19
,575 

Fund Equity: 
Investments in General fixed Assets 0 0 136,774 136,774 
Fund Balances - Unreserved - Undesignated 344=2_ 399 !8 !,600 0 525,839 
TOTAL FUND EOUITY 344,239 181.600 136.774 662.613 

TO TA l, I,IA BII.ITIES A N D 

FUND EQUITY 363~307 !82,107 13_~ 774 682 188 

See N otes to Financial Statem ents 
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I HIRq'RICT AqWORNEY OF THE THIRTIETH JUDICIAL DISJR1CT 
[I NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
I] DECEMBER 31 1999 

INTROI)UCTION 

As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the district attorney has charge of 
every criminal prosecution by the state in his district; is the representative of the state before the grand jury in his 
district; and is tile legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The district 
attorney is elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for a tenn of six years. The Thirtieth Judicial 
District encom passes Vernon Parish, Louisiana. 

N~NTF. 1 - gll IM M ARV OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A . BASIS OF PRESEN TATION 
Tile accom panying general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial District 

have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Govennnental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body 
for establishing govermnental accounting and financial reporting priuciples. 

13. REPORTIN G EN TITY 
As the governing authority of the parish for reporting purposes, the Vern on Parish Police Jury is the financial 
reporting entity for Vernon Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of(a) tile primary government (police 
jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and other organizations for 
which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would 
cause the reporting enlity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incomplete. 

Govermnental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent N o. 14 established criteria for deternfining which com ponent 
units should be considered part of the Vernon Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic 
criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability, The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability, This criteria inclndes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the 
police jury. 

3. Organiza tions for which the reporting entity financial slatemenls would be misleading if data of the 
organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial District is fiscally dependent on the Vern on Parish Police 
Jury, the district altorney was determined to be a component unit of tile Vernon Parish Police Jury, rite financial 



 

D ISTRICT ATTORN EY OF THE THIRTIETH ]I IDICIAT, DIRTI~ICT 
N OTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

I DECEMBER 31. 1999 

NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - CONTINI lED 

reporting entity. The accom panying general purpose financial statements present information only on tile funds 

maintained by the district attorney and do not present information on the police jury, the general governmenl 
services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting 
entity. 

C. FUND A CCOUNTIN G 
The district attorney uses funds and an account group to report on its financial position and results of operations

. 

Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating 
transaetious relating to certain government fimctions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is 
a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded 
in the funds because lhey do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

Funds of the district attorney are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the district 
attorney's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies and 
the acquisition of general fixed assets. Govern mental funds of the district attorney include the following: 

General Fund 
The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571.1 I, which provides that 12 
per cent of the fines collected and bonds forfeited be transm ilted to the district attorney to defray the necessary 
expenditures of his office. 

Title 1V-D Soccial Revenue Fund 
The Title IV-D Special Revenue Fund consists of incentive payments and reimbursement: grants from tile Louisiana 
Deparlment of Social Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish fam ily and child support programs 
compatible w ith Title IV-D of the social security act. The purpose of the fund is to enforce support obligations 
owed by absent parents to their fam ilies and children, to locate absent parents, to establish patern ity, and to obtain 
fam ily and child support. 

W orthless Check Collection Fee Special Revenue Fund 
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processes a worthless check. Expenditures from this fired are at the sole discretion of the district attorney and may 
be used to defray the salaries and the expenses of the office of the district attorney, but nmy not be used to 
supplement the salary of the district attorney. 

D . BA SIS O F A CCOUN TING 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurement focus. The 
governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement fi~cus. W ith this 
m easurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. 
Operating statem ents of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The m odified accrual 
basis of accounting is used by the governm ental funds. The governmental funds use the following practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures: 



 



 



 



)ISTRICT A TTORN EY OF THE TJHIRTIETt| JUDICIAl, 
N OTES TO FIN AN CIAl. STATEM EN TS 

NOTE 5 - I)EFINISI) BENEFIT F'EN SION PLAN S - CONTINUED 

retire with a 3 per cent benefit reduction for each year below age 55, provided that no reductions is applied if the 
member has 30 or m ore years of service. Any m ember with at least 18 years of serv ice may retire at age 55 with a 
3 per cent benefit reduction for each year below age 60. In addition, any m ember with at least 10 years of service 
may retire at age 60 with a 3 per cent benefit reduction for each year below age 60. In addition, any member with 
at least 10 years of service may retire at age 60 with a 3 per cent benefit reduction for each year retiring below the 
age of 62. The retirement benefit is equal to 3 per cent of the member's final average compensation, defined by 

L.R.S. 11:158 l(5), multiplied by the number of years of his membership service, not to exceed 100 per cent of 
average final com pensation. 

For members who joined tile System after July 1, 1990, or who elected to be covered by the new provisions the 
follow ing applies: M em bers are eligible to receive normal retirem ent benefits if they are age 60 and have 10 years 
of service credit, are age 55 and have 24 years of serv ice credit, or have 30 years of serv ice credit regardless of age 
The normal retirem ent benefit is equal to 3.5 per cent of the m em ber's final-average com pensation m ultiplied by 
years of member,,;hip serv ice. A member is eligible for early retirement if he is age 55 and has 18 years of service 
credit. The early relirement benefit is equal to the normal retirement benefit reduced 3 per cent for each year the 
m ember retires in advance of normal retirem ent age. Benefits m ay not exceed 100 per cent of average final 
compensation. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

The District Atlorney's Retirement System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes 
financial statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation for the retirem ent system . That report m ay be 
obtained by writing to the District Attorney's Retirement System , 2109 Decatur Street, N ew Orleans, Louisiana 
70116-2012, or by calling (504)-947-5551. 

Funding Policy 
Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 7 per cent of their annual covered salary and tile District 
Attorney is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 0.0 percent of annual 
covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include 0.2 per cent of the ad valorem taxes collected 
throughout the state and revenue sharing funds as appropriated by the Louisiana legislature. The contribution 
requirements of plan melnbers and the district attorney are established and may be amended by state statute. As 
provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determ ined by an actuarial valuation 
and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiseal year. The Thirtieth 
Judicial District Attorney's contributions to the District Attorney's Retirement System for the years ending 
l)ecember 31, 1999, 1998, and 1997 were $12,715, $1,339, and $8,120, respectively, equal to the required 
contributions for each year. 

B. PA ROCH IAL EM PI,OY EE'S RETIREM EN T SY STEM  

Plan Description 
The district attorn ey's administrative and secretarial employees are members of the Parochial Employee's 
Retirement System (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement system (PERS), 
controlled and adm inistered by a separate board of trnstees. The System is composed of two distinct Plans, Plan A 
and Plan B, w ith separate assets and benefits provisions. The employees are m embers of Plan B adm inistered by 
the System . 



 

I DISTRICT ATTORNEY O17 THE TIIIRT1ETII JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

DECEM BER 31. 1999 

NOTE 5 - DEFIN ED BEN EFIT PEN SION PLAN S - CONTINUED 

A ll permanent em ployees working at least twenty-eight honrs per week who are paid wholly or in part from district 
attorney funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System . M em bers covered under 
Plan A who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, or after age 55 with at least 25 years 
of creditable serv ice, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, 
payable monlhly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final average salary for each year of creditable serv ice. Final 

average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest 
average. Em ployees who lerm inate w ith at least the amount of creditable service stated above, and do not 
withdraw their employee contributions, m ay retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefits accrued to 
Ibeir date of term ination. The system also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or 
amended by state statute. 

The Parochial Employee's Retirement System issues an annual publicly available financial report that iueludes 
financial statements and required supplem entary inform ation for the retirement system . That report may be 
obtained by writing to the Parochial Employee's Retirem ent System of Louisiana, PO Box 14619, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 928-1361. 

Funding Policy 
Plan m embers are required by state statute to contribute 2.0 per ceut of their annual covered salary and lhe District 
Attorney is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 2.5 percent of annual 
covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include 0.25 per cent (except Orleans and East Baton Rouge 
Parishes) of the ad valorem taxes collected throughout the state. These tax dollars are divided between Plan A and 
Plan 13 based proportionately on the salaries of the active members of each plan. A s provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute I 1 : 103, the employer contributions are determined by an actuarial valuation and are subject to 
change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Thirtieth Judicial D istrict 

Attorney's contribulions to the system under Plan B for the year ending December 31, 1999 were $5,168, equal 1o 
the required contributions for the year. 

N OTE 6 - I JTIG ATION AN D CLAIM S 

At December 31, 1999, there is no litigation pending against the district attorney. 

NOTE 7 - EXPENI)ITI IRES OF THE DISTRICT ATTORN EY NOT IN CLUDED IN TIlE ACCOM PAN YING 
FINAN CIA l, STATEM  F, N TS 

The accompanying financial statem ents do not include certain expenditures of the distrie! attorney paid by the 
Vernon Parish Police Jury  or directly by the stale. A portion of the salaries of the districl attorney and assistant 
district altorneys are paid directly by the state. The Vernon Parish Crim inal Court Fund pays certain salaries and 

employer contributions of secretarial personnel. In addition, the police jury provides certain fixed assets for the 
district altorney's office. 

N OTE R - FEDERAl, FIN ANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM S 

The district altorney participates in the United Slates Department of Health and tluman Serv ices Child Support 
Enforcement Title IV-D Program , Catalog of Federal Dom estic Assistance N o. 13.783. This program is funded by 
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D ISTRICT ATTORN EY OF TH E TH IRTIETH JUD ICIAL 
N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

DECEM BER 31, 1999 

NOTE 8 - FEDERAl, FINANCIAl_, ASSISTANCE PROGRAM S 

indirect assistance payments, in the form of both incentive payments and reimbursements of a portion of certain 
expenditures, received from the Louisiana Department of Social Services. The reimbursement payments are 
restricted by a formal agreement between the District Attorn ey and the Louisiaua Deparlment of Social Services 
and include a budget of expected expenditures for each fiscal year ending June 30. The district attorn ey subm its 
reimbursement requests to the Louisiana Department of Social Services on a monthly basis. There are no 
restrictions on how incentive payments may be expended, except as may be required by state law for any other 
fimds of the district attorney. 1 lowever, these payments, as well as the reimbursement payments, may be subjected 
to further review and audit by the Federal grantor agency. No provision has been made in the financial statements 
for the reimbursement of any expenditures that may be disallowed as a result of such a review or audit. 

The district attorney also participates in the United States Department of Justice Drug Control and Systems 

Improvement, CFI)A No. 16.579. The objective of this program is to provide financial ~tssistance to units of local 
government for the purpose of increasing the apprehension, prosecution, adjudication, detention, rehabilitation, 
education, and treatment of persons who violate state and local laws relating to production, possession, and transfer 
of controlled sub~,;tances. 

NOTE 9 - LOCAL AGENCY COM PEN SATED_ ENFORCEM ENT (LACE) PROGRAM 

The Local AgenCy Compensated Enforcement (LACE) Program is an intcrgovemmental agreement between the 
Louisiana Department of Public Safety and Corrections, Office of State Police; the Sheriff and Clerk of Court of 
Vernon Parish; and the District Attorn ey of the Thirtieth Judicial District. Because of a poor economy forcing 
cutbacks in manpower of the Office of State Police and in order "to adequately police the highways of lhe judicial 
district, State Police Troop E will provide off-duty police officers to work the LACE detail. The detail performs 
normal traffic duties by patrolling high-accident and high-noncompliance areas. The district attorney provides 
funding to pay salaries directly to the participating officers on a contracted services basis and fum lshes some radar 
equipment. The Office of State Police furnishes all automobiles and other equipment. 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TtIIRTIETH JUDICIAL I)ISTRICT 
SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCHEDULES 

A S OF AN D FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31. 1999 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

TfI'LI31V-D FUN [) 

The Title 1V-D Fund was authorized by Act 117 of 1975 to establish family and child support programs compatible 
with TITLE IV-I) of the Social Security Aet. Use of the funds is for ordinary and necessary expenditures to enforce 
the support obligalion owed by absent parents to their fam ilies and children, to locale absent parents, to establish 
paternity, and to obtain fam ily and child support. 

W O RT! ILESS CH ECK S CO I.LECTION FEE FUN D 

The W orthless Checks Collection Fee Fund was authorized by Louisiana Revised Statutes 16:15. The fund accounts 
for a specific fee charged by the district attorney for collecting and processing worthless checks. Expenditures from 
this fund are at the sole discretion of the district attorney, except thai funds m ay not be used to supplem ent the salary 
of the district attorn ey. 
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REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OX'~~'~[IFIEu PUBLIC ACCOUNXANTS 
FINANCIAl, REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

ORMED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM EN'F AUDITIN G STANDARDS 

Honorable W illiam E. Tilley 
District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial District 
Leesville, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial District as 
of and for the year ended December 31, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated June 20, 2000. W e 
conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards mid the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in; Government Auditing Stc~ndords, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States. 

Compliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorn ey of the Thirtieth Judicial District's 
general purpose financial statements are free of m aterial m isstatement, we perform ed tests of its compliance w ith 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determination of financial statement am ounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance 

with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Government 
Auditing Standard~. 

nternal Control O ver Financial ReDortine 
In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the District Attorn ey of the Thirtieth Judicial District's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determ ine the auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose 
all matters in the intern al control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is 
a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the intern al control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial 
statements being audited may occur and not be detected w ithin a timely period by employees in the normal course of 
perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no matters involving the intern al control over financial reporting and 
its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. 

"/'his report is intended for the inform ation and use by m anagem ent of the District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial 
District, any agency providing grant funds to the district attorney, and the Legislative Auditor. This restriction is not 
intended to lim it distribution of this report, which upon acceptance by the District Attorney of the Thirtieth Judicial 
D istrict is a m atter of public record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

M arcus, Robinson and ttassell 
June 20, 2000 
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