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B o u rg e o is B e n n e tt 

E PEN 1)EN T A U D IT 

To the D istrict A ttorney of the 
Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 

Chahnette, I,ouisiana. 

W c have audited the accom panying general purpose financial slatem ents of tl~c O ffice 
of the D istrict Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District, as of and for the year ended l)ecem bcr 
31, 1998, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statem ents arc the 
responsibility of the D istrict A ttorney. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general 

purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in G overn m ental Auditing Standards, issued 
by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States. Those standards require that w e plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are 
fiec of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also includes assessing 
the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by the D istrict Attorney, as w ell as 
evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit 
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose finm~cial statcm ents referred to above present faM y, 
in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the O ffice of the D istrict A ttorney of the Thirty- 
Fourth Judicial D istrict as of D ecem ber 31, 1998, and the results of its operation,s for lhe year lhen 

endcd in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
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111 accordance w ith Govern m ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued our rcport datcd 
M ay 27, 1999, oll our consideration of O ffice of the D istrict A ttorney of the Thirly-Fourlh Judicial 
D istricfs intcm al control ovcr financial reporting and our test of its com pliance w ith ccrtain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

N ew O rlcans, La., 
M ay 27, 1999. 
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COM B!NEI) BALA_NCE SH EET - 
(;O VE RNM ENTAL FUN!) TYPE 

A ssPIs 

C ash and cash equivalents 
P, eceivables: 

Com m ission on fines 
Bond forfeitures 

Bond prmnium  fee 

Court costs 

A ccrued inlcresl 

O ffice of tile 
D istrict A ttorney of tile 

Thirty-Fourlh Judicial Dis/ric! 

Liabilities 
D ue to other governm ental enlities 

Bond forfeiture protested 

Fund E quity 

Fund balances - unreserved 

D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Exhibit A 

G overnm ental Fund Type 
Title IV -D 

Incentives Tolal 

Special (M emorandum 
General Revenue Only) 

$1,032,636 $ 91,614 

3,246 

6,219 
36,973 
2,079 

_ 
5~324 1,541 

$1,124,250 

3,246 
6,219 

36,973 
2,079 
6.865 

$ L086,477 $ 93,155 $1,179,632 

$ 195,668 
43,500 

239,168 

847,309 

Tolal liabilities and fund equity ~ 1,Q86,477 

See notes to financial stalem ents 

$ 93,155 

$ 93,155 

$ 195,668 
43.500 

239.168 

940,464 

$1,179,632 



COM BINED STATEM ENT OF R EVEN!~ES, EXPENDITUIIES 
AND CH ANG ES IN F UND BALANCE - 

G OVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE 

O ffice of the 
D istrict A ttorney of tile 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

]{eVClllleS 
C m nm issions on fines 
B ond forfeitures - A ct 52 of 1994 
Bond prem ium  fee - A ct 834 of 1993 
C om"t costs - Act 293 of 1986 
U se of m oney and property - 

interest earnings 
Refund of capital outlay - lransfer from  

St. Bernard Parish G overnm ent 
Courthouse C apital Fund 

O ther revenue 

Tolal revellues 

l(;xpendi(ures 

General govermnent - judicial - office expense 

Excess of R evenues O ver Exl)enditures 

l~'tm d B alance 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

See notes lo financial slalem e~ls 
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G overnm ental Fund Type 

G eneral 

Title IV -D 
Incentives Total 

Special (M elnorandum 
Revenue Ordy) 

$ 30,008 
15,841 
25,744 
19,525 

33,441 $ 4,560 

30,000 
339 

30,008 
15,841 
25,744 
19,525 

38.001 

30,000 
339 

154,898 4,560 159,458 

311 

154,587 4,560 

692,722 88,595 

847,309 $ 93,155 

311 

159,147 

781,317 

$ 940,464 



N O TES TO FINA N C IAL STA TEM ENT S 

O ffice of the 
D istrict A ttorney of the 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 

D ecem ber 31, 1998 

N ote 1 - SU M M A RY O F SIG N IFICA NT A C C O U NTIN G PO LIC IES 

]?.xhibi! C 

A s provided by A rticle V , Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tbc I)istrict 
A ttorney has charge of every crim inal prosecution by the State in his D istrict, is the 

representative of the State before the grand jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to 
the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The District At(orney is 
elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. The judicial 
district encom passes the parisb of St. Bern ard, Louisiana. 

3'he accounting policies of the O ffice of the D istrict A tton~ey of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial 

District (the Office) conform to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as 
applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 
is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governm ental accounting and 
financial reporting principles. The follow ing is a sum m ary of significant accounting 
policies: 

a) Rel)orling Entity 

The O ffice is not included as a com ponent unit in any other financial statem ents. 
The O ffice m aintains funds to account for specific program s as described below . 
The activities of the O ffice have been review ed and it w as determ ined that there are 

no potential com ponent units w hicb should be included in the O ffi ce's general 
purpose financial statem ents. 

b) Fund Aecoun(ing 

The govermncnt uses funds to report on its financial position and the rcsults of its 

operations. Fund accounting is designed to dcm onstrate legal com pliance and to 
aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain governm ent 
functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing 
set of accounts. 
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Exhibl/C 

(Continued) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

b) Fund Accounting (Continued) 

G overnm ental Funds 

Governm ental Funds are those through which m ost governm ental functions of 
the O ffice arc financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the O ffice's 
expendable financial resources and tile related liabilities are accotm led for 
through Govern m ental Funds. The m easurem ent focus is upon determination 
of changes ill financial position, rather than upon net incom e determ ination. 
The follow ing is the G overnm ental Funds of the O ffice. 

G eneral Fund - The G eneral Fund w as established in com pliance w ith 
Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571.11, w hich provides that a percentage of 

the fines collected and bonds forfeited within the judicial districl be 
transm itted to Ille D istrict Attorney to defray the necessary expenses of the 

O ffice. 

T itle IV -l) Incentives Special R evenue Fund - The Title IV -D Incentives 
Special Revenue Fund consists of incentive paym ents fiom tile Louisiana 
D epartm ent of H ealth and llospitals, as authorized by A ct 117 of 1975, to 
establish fam ily and child support program s com patible w ith Title IV-D of 
the Social Security A ct. The purpose of the program is lo enforce thc 
suppoll obligation ow ed by absent parents to their fam ilies and children, to 
locate absent parents, to establish patern ity, and to obtain fam ily and child 
support. A s discussed in N ote 4, file contract for Title IV -D lnccnfive Funds 
w as canceled in 1991 and w as not renew ed as of D ecem ber 31, 1998. 

c) Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures are recognized ill the 

accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the 
lim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 
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Note 1 - SUM M ARY ()F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

c) Basis of Accounting (Continued) 

A ll G overnm ental Funds are accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting. Their revenues are recognized w hen they becom e m easurable and 
available as net current assets. Com m issions on fines, A ct 293 court costs, A ct 834 
bond prem im n fees, A ct 52 bond forfeitures, incom e from  forfeitures of assets 
seized in illegal drug activity, and Title IV-D incentive paym ents arc recorded in 
the year they are earned. Interest on investm ents is recorded when earned. A ny 

interest not received at year end is accrued as a receivable. Other revenues arc 
recognized when received. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting w hen the related fund liability is incurred. 

d) Use of Estimates 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates and assulnptiolls thai 
affect certain reported am ounts and disclosures. A ccordingly, actual results could 
differ from those estim ates. 

e) Ol)erating Budgetary Data 

The District Attorn ey did not adopt budgets for the General Fund and Special 
Revenue Fund for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998, because the D istrict Attorney 
did not anticipate any expenditures in these funds. Therefore, the accolnpanying 

general purpose financial statem ents of the O ffice do not include a com parison of 
revenues and expenditures to budget. 

0 Accounts Receivable 

The general purpose financial statem ents of the O ffi ce contain no allow ance for bad 
debtsl U ncollectible receivables are recognized as bad debts at the tim e 
inform ation becom es available w hich w ould indicate the uncollcctibility of the 
pmlicular receivable. These am ounts are not considered to be m aterial in relation 
to the financial position or operation of the funds. 
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F.xhibi| C 

(Continued) 

Note I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

g) Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets of the O ffice are accounted for in the general fixed assets account 
group of the St. Bernard Parish G overnm ent. Therefore

, lhe accom panying 
financial statem ents do not include a general fixed assets account group. 

h) Encum brances 

Encum brance accounting, under w hich purchase orders
, contracts and other 

com m itm ents are recorded in the fund general ledgers, is not utilized by the O ffice. 

i) Tolal Colunm Oil Combined Statements - Overview 

The total colum n on the com bined statem ents - overview is captioned 

m em orandum only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial 
analysis. D ata in this colum n does not present financial position or results of 

operations, in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either 
is such data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

N ote 2 - D EPO SIT S 

A t D ecem ber 31, 1998, the D istrict A ttorney has cash and cash equivalents totaling 
$1,124,250 as follows: 

D em and deposits 
Savings accounts 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

8 

$ 576,991 
36,317 

__ ~10,942 



Note 2 - DEPOSITS (Coutinued) 

Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

Slate law requires deposits (cash and certificates of deposit) of all political subdivisions 
to be fully collatcralized at all tim es. A cceptable collatcralization includes FD IC 
insurance and the m arket value of securities purchased and pledged to the polilical 
subdivision. Obligations of the United Stales, the State of Louisiana and certain political 
subdivisions are allowed as security for deposits. Obligations furnished as security m ust 
bc held by file political subdivision or w ith an unaffi liated bank or trust com pany for the 
account of the political subdivision. In accordance w ith state law all cash and deposits 

w ere collaicralized. 

Cash and deposits arc categorized into three categories of credit risk 

Category l includes deposits covered by federal depository insurance or by collateral 
held by the D istrict A ttorney or its agent in tbe O ffi ce's nam e. 

Category 2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 
institution's trust departm ent or its agent in the O ffi ce's nam e. 

Category 3 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 
institution or its trust departm ent or agent but not in the Offi ce's nam e and deposits 

w hich are uninsured or uncollateralized. 

The year end bank balances of deposits and the carrying am ount as show n on the 

com bined balance sheet are as follow s: 
B ank Balances 

C ategory 
2 3 

Book 

Balance 

Cash and cash equivalents $402,208 $ - _$_755,432_ _~1._124~250 

A t D ecem ber 31, 1998, cash and certificates of deposits in excess of the FD IC insurance 
w ere collatcralized by securities held by unaffiliated banks for the account of the O ffice. 

The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), which promulgates the 
standards for accounting and financial reporting for state and local governm ents, considers 
these securities uncollatcralized. Even though the pledged securities arc considered 

uncollateralized under the provisions of GA SB Statem ent 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 
39:1229 im poses a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the 
pledged securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by the depositor that the fiscal agent 
has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 
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N ote 3 - D U E TO O TltER G O V ERN M EN TA L EN TITIES 

Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

A m ounts due to other governm ental enfitics, in accordance w ith A ct 834 of 1993 and A ct 
52 of 199d and forfeiture of assets seized in connection w ith illegal drug activity at 
Decem ber 31, 1998 consisted of the follow ing: 

St. Bern ard SherifPs O ffi ce 
Judicial Court Fund 
341h Judicial D istrict 

lndigent Defender Board 
Crim inal Court 
C lerk of Court 

DART (Drug Asset 
Recovery Team) 

Totals 

A ct 834 A ct 52 

$32,430 $25,681 
32,430 

32,430 16,267 
54,198 

N ote 4 - FED E R A L FIN A N C IA L A SSIST A N C E 

A sset 

Forfeitures Total 

$1,228 $ 59,339 
32,430 

48,697 

409 54,607 
574 574 

21 21 

$~ 668 

The O ffi ce previously participated in the United States Departm ent of tlealth and llum an 
Services Child Support Enforcem ent, Title 1V-D Program , Catalog of Federal Dom estic 
A ssistance N o. 13.783. This program is funded by indirect assistance paym ents in the 
form of incentive paym ents received from  the Louisiana D epartm ent of ttealtta and 

llospilals (DHt]I). Effective December 1991, the Dislrict Attorney decided to disconlinuc 
the contract w ith the D H II w hich provided funding for these services. Thus, the D IlIt 
now adm inisters this portion of the program and accordingly, no incentive paym ents w ere 
appropriated to the O ffice in 1998. 

There are no restrictions on how the incentive paym ents m ay be expended, except as m ay 
be required by state law for any other funds of the O ffice. However, these paym ents m ay 

be subject to further review and audit by the federal grantor agency. No provision has 
been m ade in the financial statem ents for the reim bursem ent of any expenditures that m ay 

be disallowed as a result of such a review or audit. 
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N ole 5 - R ISK  M A N A G E M EN T 

Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

The O ffice is insured against various risks of loss related 1o w orkers com pensation; torts; 
theft of, dam age to and destruction of assets; errors and om issions; and natural disasters 

through the St. Bernard Parish Governm ent's self insurance fund. 

N ote 6 - EX PEN DITU RE S N O T IN C LU DED 1N A C C O M PA N Y IN G FINA N C IAI, 
STA TEM EN T S 

The accom panying general purpose financial statem ents do not include certain 
expenditures of the O ffi ce w hich are paid out of the funds of the St. Bernard Parish 
G overnm ent. The expenditures include salaries, insurance, telephone, utilities and other 
operating expenditures of the O ffi ce. The St. Bernard Parish Governm ent also provides 
offi ce space to the O ffi ce. 
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B o u rg e o is B e n n e tt 

~EPO R T O N C O M PLIA N CE A N D O N IN TER N A l. C O N TR O l, 
O V ER FINA N C IA L R EPO R TIN G  BA SED O N A N A U D IT 

G O V E R N M E N T A U D IT IN G  ST A N D A R D S 

To the l)islriet A ttorney of the 
Thirly-Fourlh Judicial D istrict, 

C'halm ette, l,ouisiana. 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the O ffice of the D istrict 

Attorney of the Thirty-l"ourth Judicial District (the Office), as of and for the year ended December 3 l, 
1998, and have issued our report thereon, dated M ay 27, 1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance 
w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
n G overnm ent A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G cneral of the U nited States 

C om pliance 

A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the O ffi ce's general purpose 
financial statem ents are fiee of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith 
certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith which could have 
a direct and nlaterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts, ttow ever, providing 

an opinion ol~ compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, 
w c do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance 

that are required to be repolaed under tandar 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial R eporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered tile O ffice's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the geaeral ptwpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting 
w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting tllat m ight 
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SCI1ED U LE O F FIN DIN G S 

O ffice of the 
D istrict A ttorney of the 

T hirly-Fourth Judicial D istrict 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Section 1 Sum m ary of A uditor's R esults 

a) Financial Slatements 

Type of auditor's report issued: unqualified 

Internal control over financial reporting 

~ M aterial weakness(es) identified? 
~ Reporlable condilion(s) identified that are not 

considered to be m aterial w eakness? 

N oncom pliance lnalerial to financial statelnents noted? 

b) Federal Awards 

Y es 

__  Y es 

Y es 

X N o 

X X N o 

X N o 

The O ffi ce of the D istrict A ttorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict did not receive 
federal aw ards dm'ing the year ended D ecem ber 31

, 1998. 

Seelion 11 Financial Statem ent Findings 

N o financial s~atenlent findings w ere noted during the audit for the year ended l)ecclnber 31 
1998. 

Section 11I Federal Award Findings and Questioned Cost 

N ol applicable. 



F~EPO R T S BY M A N A G EM EN T 



SC ltEI)U LI~ O F PR IO R Y EA R FIN D IN G S 

O ffice of tile 
D istrict A ttorney of tile 

T hirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998 

Section I Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to tile G eneral Purpose Fiuancial 
Statem ents 

Internal Control 

N o m alcrial weaknesses were noted during the audit for the year ended Decem ber 3 l, 1997 
N o reportable conditions w ere reported during the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31 
1997. 

Com pliance 

N o com pliance findings m aterial to the general purpose financial statem ents w ere noled 
during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1997. 

Section 11 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial To Federal A w ards 

The Offi ce of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict did not receive federa 
aw ards during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1997. 

Seelion 111 M anagem enl Letler 

A m anagem ent letler w as not issued in connection w ith the audit for the year ended I)ccem ber 
31, 1997. 



M A N A G EM EN T 'S C O R R EC T IV E A C T IO N PLA N 

O ffice of tile 
D istrict A ttorney of tile 

T hirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 

For ttle year ended I)ecem ber 31, 1998 

Section I Internal C ontrol and C onq)liance M aterial to tire G eneral Purpose Financial 
Stalem ents 

Internal Control 

N o m alcrial w eaknesses w ere noted during the audit for the year ended I)ecem ber 31, 1998 
N o reportable conditions w ere reported during the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 31 
1998. 

Com pliance 

N o colnpliance findings m aterial to the general purpose financial statem ents w ere noted 
during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998. 

Section 11 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial To Federal A w ards 

The O ffice oftlle D istrict A ttorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict did not receive federal 
aw ards during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1998. 

Section Ill M anagem ent Letter 

A m anagem ent letter w as not issued in connection w ith the audit for the year ended D ecem ber 
31, 1998. 


