
JEFFERSO N PA RISH  A SS
ESSOR 

G R ETNA LO UISIA NA 

OFFICIAL 
FILE COPY 

DO NOT SEND 0 

(Xerox nec, s.~ ry 
copies from this 
Copy and PLACE 
BACK in FILE) 

~OR THE YEAR ENDE
_D D EC EM B ER 31 1998 

Under previsions of state law, this 
report is a public docum ent. A 
copy of the report has been subm it- 
ted to the audited, or reviewed, 
entity and othar appropr;ate public 
officials. 1he report is ~vai!able for 
public inspection at tile E~aton 
RotlRe Office of the Legislative Audi- 

tor and, ~tlere appropriate, at the office ~f
. the parish clerk of cDurt. 

Release 



INDEPENDENT A U DITO R S' REPO RT 

G ENERA L PURPO SE FINA N CIAL STATEM ENTS: 

Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and A ccount Groups 

Com bined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes 
in Fund Balance 

Combined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes 

in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual - 
Governmental Fund Type - General Fund (Salary) 

N otes to General Purpose Financial Statem ents 

SU PPLEM ENTA RY INFO R M ATIO N 

Schedule "1" Year 2000 Supplementary  Inform ation 

Exhibit Page 

1 

A  

4 

5 - 12 



Erickscn, K rentel, C anton &  L aPorte, L.L.P. 
C [ R ] I} I[ I) P ~.IB [IC A C C O U N I A N ] S & C O N S U i~ k N I S 

4227 CANAl SIRFE1 N [w O RLEANS, lOUISIANA 70119-5996 
]U{PHON{ (504) 486-7275 FAX {504} 482-2516 E-M ail ekcl@ekclcpa.com 

INDEPENDENT AU DITO RS' REPO RT 

H onorable Law rence E. Chehardy 
Jefferson Parish A ssessor 
G retna, Louisiana 

~ABIO J. CANION~ 
Jt~,~s E. [APo~It * 

RONAIfi H DAWSON, j~ ~ 
KfViN M N[YR[Y 
C~~li)~ IXA SIt'~I~I,AAN* 
K~NNLIH J ABN[Y~ 
W  ERIC POWERS 

P~OFESSlON~] CORPORAIK }N 
BENJAMINJ. [RIO:SrN Relired 1998 
~V. ItC'LERE KRENIEI {Retired 1993) 
RONA[D H Aaq RMANN { Relired 1995 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Jefferson Parish A ssessor as of D ecember 31, 1998 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. 

The year 2000 supplem entary inform ation on page 13 is not a required part of the basic financial 
statem ents but is supplem entary inform ation required by the Governm ental Accounling Standards 
Board. W e have applied certain lim ited procedures, which consist principally of inquiries of 
m anagem ent regarding lhe m ethods of m easurem ent and presentation of the supplem entary

. inform ation. H ow ever, w e did not audit the inf orm ation and do not express an opinion on it. In 
addition w e do not provide assurance that the Jefferson Parish A ssessor is or w ill becom e year 
2000 com pliant, that the Jefferson Parish Assessor's year 2000 rem ediation efforts w ill be 
successful in w hole or in part, or that parties w ith which the Jefferson Parish A ssessor does 
business are or w ill becom e year 2000 com pliant. 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, w e have also issued a report dated M ay 18 
1999 on our consideration of the Jefferson Parish Assessor's internal control structure and its 
com pliance w ith law s and regulations. 

M ay 18, 1999 

rtined Publ% Accountants ~t~  



A SSETS: 

JEFFER SO N PAR IStl A SSESSO R 
G R ETN A , LO U ISIA N A 

COM BIN ED BALAN CE SHEET - 
ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUN T GROUPS 

D ECEM BER 31. 1998 

Cash 
Investm ents 
Appropriation receivable 
Other receivables 
Offi ce equipm ent 

Total assets 

LIA BILITIES A N D FUND EO UITY 

Advances payable 
Accounts payable 
Accru ed payroll 
Accrued annual leave 

Total liabilities 

Governm ental 
Fund Type - 
General Fund 
(Salary) 

Account 
G roup - 
General 

Fixed Assets 

Exhibit "A " 

Total 
(M emorandum 

Only) 

569A 06 

$ .4,Q85~I5~ $ 56~a,06 _$ 4.654.562 

$ 2,180,250 $ 
892 

_  2~325,670 

Investment in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - unreserved - undesignated, 
as restated 1.759.486 

Total fund equity _ _  1.759,48_6. 

$ 2,180,250 
892 

54,215 
90_313 

2.325.670 

569,406 569,406 

569A 06 

1,75p~486 

2.328.892 

Total liabilities and fund equity $ _ 4.085,!56 $ 569.406 $ 4.654,562 

See accom l)anying NO TES TO G ENERA L PURPO SE FINAN CIAl, STA TEM ENTS 
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R EV ENU ES._ 2: 

lntergovernm entat revenues - com pensation from taxing bodies 

Investm ent in com e 

Total revenues 

Salaries: 
Assessor 
D eputies and others 
Auto gas and oil 
Auto expense 
A ssessor's expense allow ance 
Com pensated absences 
D ues and subscriptions 
Data process!ng supplies 
Data processing program expense 
Employee benefits 
Eqm pm ent rental 
Insurance - general 
Insurance - sroup 
Office supphes and printing 
O ffice expense 
Payroll taxes 
Postage 
Professional education 
Professional fees 
Re-Appraisal expense 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Telephone 
Travel and lodging

. . . 

A ccount group actw m es: 
Equipm ent purchases 

Total expenditures 

EX C ESS O F REVEN U_
FS O VER EXPEN DITU 

Fund balance at beginning of year, as restated 

Fund balance at end of year 

E xhibil "1~ 

$ 2,180,250 
102.186 

_ ~ 22 282A36 

80,559 
1,317,675 

6,000 
6,951 
8,025 
(1,854) 
8,442 
6,155 
85,148 
77,873 
1,998 
8,609 

163,835 
17,300 
l 1,699 
6,809 
81,849 
3,230 
2,546 
2,231 
5,250 
7,183 
3,202 

~ 235 

1~920,950 

361,486 

L 3_9.8~09o 

.$ !,759,486 

See accom panying NO TES TO G EN ERA L PU RPO SE FINA NCIA L STA TEM ENTS 
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REVENU ES: 

lntergovernm ental revenues -- 
compensation from taxing bodies 
Investm ent incom e 

Total revenues 

EX PEN DITUR ES: 

Salaries: 
A ssessor 
D eputies and others 
Auto gas and oil 
Auto expense 
Assessor's expense allowance 
Com pensatea absences 
Dues and subscriptions 
Data process!rig supplies 
Data processing program expense 
Em p

.
loyee benefits 

Eqmpm ent rental 
Insurance- general 
Insurance - group 
Office supplies and printing 
ON ce expense 
Payroll taxes 
Postage 
Professional education 
Professional fees 
Repairs and m aintenance 
Telephone 
Travel and lodging 
Reappraisal 
Account group activity: 
Equipm ent purchases 

Total expenditures 

Budget 

$ 2,164,200 
5~ ooo 

_ _ _
2,219,2o0 

80,250 
1,375,000 

12,500 
8,025 

7,500 
6,500 

115,000 
75,000 
2,000 
16,000 
170,000 
18,000 
28,000 
8,500 
60.000 

1,800 
4,500 
0,000 
3,000 
0,000 

75 00(3 

Actual 

E xhibit "C  

V ariaace 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

80,559 
317,675 
6,000 
6,951 
8,025 
(1,854) 
8,442 
6,155 
85,148 
77,873 
1,998 
8,609 

163,835 
17,300 
11,699 
6,809 
81,849 
3,230 
2,546 
5,250 
7,183 
3,202 
2,231 

10~ 23_ _5 

_ _ _
2,086,575 __ !,920 950 

16,050 
47 1~18686 

63.236 

(309) 
57,325 
(6,000) 
5,549 

1,854 
(942) 
345 

29,852 
(2,873) 

2 
7,391 
6,165 
700 

16,301 
1,691 

(21,849) (
3,230) (746) 

(750) 
2,817 
(202) 
7,769 

64.765 

165.625 

132,625 361,486 228,861 

Fund balance at beginning of year, as 
restated _ __  1,398,000 1~ 398~000 

Fund balance at end of year $ ! 53~6~  $~ L759,486 $ _ 228,861 

See accom panying N O TES TO G EN ERAL PURPO SE FINA NCIA L STA TEM ENTS 
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(1) 

JEFFERSO N PARISH A SSESSO R 
G RETNA, LO U ISIA NA 

N OTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENTs 
DECEM BER 31. 1998 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974
, the 

Assessors are elected by the voters of each parish, Orleans Parish excepted, and serve 
term s of four years. The Assessors assess property

, prepare tax rolls, and subm it the rolls 
to the Louisiana Tax Com m ission as prescribed by law . 

The lefferson Parish Assessor (Assessor) receives funding fi-om local government sources 
and m ust com ply w ith the concomitant requirements of these funding Source entities. 

However, the Assessor is a "prim ary government" as defined in GASB pronouncements
, 

since the Assessor has the pow er to designate m anagement, the ability to significantly 
influence operations and prim ary accountability for fiscal m atters. The Assessor has no 
com ponent units. 

The accounting and reporting policies of the Assessor conform to generally accepted 
accounting principles as applicable to governm ental units. 

(A) FUND ACCOUNTING 

The accounts of the Assessor are organized on the basis of a fund and an account 
group, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of 
the General Fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accouters 
that com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. The 
G eneral Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, is the principal 
fund of the Assessor and is used to account for the operations of the Assessor's 
offi ce. Compensation received from the various taxing bodies, prescribed by 
formula in Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908, is accoum ed for in this fund. 

General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

D uring 1998, the A ssessor adopted GA SB N o. 31 w hich requires investm ents in 
debt securities to be recorded at their fair m arket value. The fund balance has been 

restated by $3,632 to adjust for the unrealized gains and losses prior to January 1, 
1998. 



 

JEFFERSO N PA R IStI A SSESSO R 
G R ETNA , LO U ISIA NA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
DECEM BER 3 I. 1998 

SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICA NT A CCO UNTING  PO LICIES (CO NTINUED 

(c) 

(D) 

FIX ED A SSETS AND LO NG -TERM  LIABILITIES 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General 
Fund. No depreciation has been provided on fixed assets. Fixed assets are valued 
at historical cost. All fixed assets of the A ssessor are valued at historical cost. 

The account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only w ith the m easurement of 
financial position and does not involve measurement of results of operations. 

There are no long-term liabilities at D ecember 31, 1998 

BASIS O F A CCO UNTING 

Basis of accounting refers to w hen revenues and expenditures are recognized and 
reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of 
the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The A ssessor's records are m aintained on a cash basis of accounting. Itow ever 
the General Fund reported in the accompanying financial statem ents has been 
converted to a m odified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the following 
practices in recording revenues and expenditures. 

R evenues 

The Assessor's revenue is derived from ad valorem taxes assessed on a calendar 
year basis. The ad valorem taxes assessed are due on N ovember 15th of the 
calendar year in which the taxes are assessed and are paid to the Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff s Office. As required by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, the Assessor 
earns a percentage of the taxes assessed. In order to fu nd current year operations, 
the Assessor is advanced funds on a m onthly basis by the Jefferson Parish Council 
and the Jefferson Parish School Board. In January of the subsequent year, the 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff s Office rem its the amount due to the Assessor. The 
A ssessor then repays the advances to the Council and School Board. As of 
December 31, 1998, appropriations receivable was $2,180,250 and the advances 
payable w as $2,180,250. 

Interest earned on investm ents is recorded when earned 



(i) 

JEFFERSO N PAR ISH  A SSESSO R 
G RETNA , LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUE[)) 
D ECEM BER 31_ 1998 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICA NT A CCO U NTING PO LICIES (CO NTIN U ED 

(D) 

(E) 

BASIS O F A CCO UNTIN G (CO NTINUED 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting w hen the related fund liability is incurred. 

BU DG ETA RY A CCO UN TING 

Annually, the Assessor adopts a budget for the General Fund on a m odified accru a 
basis of accounting. The budgetary practices include public notice of the proposed 
budget, public inspection of the proposed budget, and public hearings on the 
budget. Budgetary  integration is used as a management control device. 

Once a budget is approved it can be amended. Such amendments are m ade before 
the fact, are reflected in the offi cial m inutes of the offi ce, and are not m ade after 
fiscal year end. 

Each budget is prepared and controlled by the budget coordinator at the revenue 
and expenditure function/object level. Budgeted amounts are as amended by the 
Assessor. All budget appropriations lapse at year end. 

IF) VACATION AND SICK LEAVE 

Em ployees accrue vacation leave at the rate of 13 to 22 ~ days per year, according 
to the years of service with the Assessor. A m aximum of 30 days of vacation leave 
can be accumulated. Upon termination or retirem ent, em ployees can receive 
paym ent for a maximum often days of unused accumulated vacation leave. Sick 
leave is accru ed at the rate of 16 1/4 days per year for all employees. Upon 
term ination or retirem ent, employees do not receive paym ent for unused 
accumulated sick leave. Am ounts estim ated to be used and those to be paid upon 
an employee's term ination have been recorded as a current liability as it is 
anticipated that they w ill be retired w ith currently expendable assets. 



(2) 

JEFFERSO N PAR ISII A SSESSO R 
G RETNA , LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ECEM BER 31 1998 

SUM M A RY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED 

(G) RESERVE FOR ENCUM BRANCES 

Encumbrances represent com m itm ents related to unperform ed contracts for goods 
or services. Encumbrance accounting - under which purchase orders, contracts, 
and other com m itm ents for the expenditure of resources are recorded to reserv e 
that portion of the applicable appropriation - is utilized in the govermnental funds. 
Encumbrances outstanding at year-end are reported as reserv ations of fund 
balances and do not constitute expenditures or liabilities because the com m itments 
w ill be honored during the subsequent year. There w as no reserve for 
encumbrances at D ecember 31, 1998. 

TO TA L C O LUM N S 

The total colum n on the balance sheet - overv iew is captioned M em orandum Only 
to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata ill this 
colum n does not present financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles nor is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

CA SII AN D INVESTM ENTS 

C ash 

The Assessor is authorized under state law to deposit funds w ithin a fiscal agent bank 
organized under the law s of the State of Louisiana, the law s of any other state in the 
Union, and the laws of the United States. The Assessor m ay also invest in U .S. Treasury 
securities and other evidence of indebtedness issued or guaranteed by federal agencies and 
tim e certificates of deposit w ith state banks organized under Louisiana law and national 
banks having their principal offi ces in I.,ouisiana. U nder state law, these deposits m ust be 
secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities ow ned by the fiscal agent 
bank. The m arket value of such pledged securities and federal deposit insurance must 
equal or exceed the am ount on deposit with the fiscal agent. 

At December 31, 1998, the carrying amoont of the Assessor's deposits was $72,834 and 
the bank balance w as $60,000, all of w hich w as federally insured. 



(2) 

JEFFER SO N PARISH A SSESSO R 
G RETNA , LO U ISIA NA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ECEM BER 3 I. 1998 

CA SH AN D IN VESTM ENTS (CO NTIN UED~ 

Investm ents 

A summ ary of purchase prices and m arket values follow : 

M aturity 
D ate 

U .S. Treasury Bill 01/07/99 
U .S. Treasury  Bill 06/17/99 
U .S. Treasury Bill 07/01/99 
U S . Treasury N ote 07/31/99 
U .S. Treasury N ote 12/31/99 
U , S. Treasury  N ote 05/15/00 
Repurchase Agreem ent 12/13/04 

(3) 

Interest 
Rate 

875%  
625%  
375%  
625%  

Cost 
Basis 

$ 384,683 
299,860 
177,861 
300,258 
174,493 

401,609 

__ 72 684 

Carrying 
V Nue/ 
M arket 
Value 
384,838 
299,697 
177,946 
301,969 
175,631 
408,750 
72 709 

U nrealized 

Gain ~Loss) 
$ 155 

(163) 
85 

1,711 
1,138 

7,141 
25 

_$I~81L44448 $1,821,=540 ~ =10,092 

Theseinvestm e~ s w ere held by the A ssessor's agentinthe A ssessor's nam e ~ D ecember 
31,1998. 

C tlA NG ES IN G ENERAL FIX ED A SSETS 

A summ ary  of changes in general fixed assets follow s 

Balance at Balance at 
January  1, D ecember 31 
1998 Additions D eletions 1998 

Office equipment $ :_ ,._=~ .9~j_71 ~$ L0,235 $ - ~ , 569,406 

The Assessor's general fixed assets of $569,406 represents purchases of fixed assets m ade 
by the Assessor fi-om 1977 through 1998. All fixed assets of the Assessor purchased prior 
to 1977 are included in the general fixed assets account group of the Jefferson Parish 
Council. 



 

JEFFERSO N PARISH A SSESSO R 
G RETNA , LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ECEM BER 31 1998 

Substantially all of the full-tim e employees of the Assessor participate in the Louisiana 
Assessor's Retirement Fund, a cost-sharing m uhiple-em ployer defined benefit public 
em ployee retirem ent system . The payroll for the Assessor's em ployees covered by the 
fund for the year ended D ecember 31, 1998, w as $1,348,112; the A ssessor's total payroll 
w as $1,391,313. 

Substantially all fu ll-time Assessor employees are eligible to participate in the Fund. 
Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith 12 years of credited service or at age 50 w ith 
30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit. The retirem ent benefit is 
3%  for each year of credited service tim es the average salary for the highest thirty-six 

consecutive or joined months. The Fund also provides disability benefits. Benefits of the 
Fund are established by state statute. 

Covered employees are required by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1915(1) to contribute 
7%  of their salary to the Fund. From January 1, 1998 through D ecember 31, 1998, the 
Assessor w as required to contribute 5.75%  of eligible employees' salary  each m outh The 
contribution requirement for the year ended D ecember 31, 1998 w as $172,241 w hich 
consisted of $77,873 from the Assessor and $94,368 from the employees. 

The "Pension Benefit Obligation" is a standardized disclosure m easure of the present value 

of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of projected salary increases and any step-rate 
benefits, estim ated to be payable in the fu ture as a result & em ployee service to date. The 

measure, which is the actuarial present value of credited projected benefits, is intended to 
help users assess the Fund's funding status on a going concern basis, assess progress made 
in accum ulating suffi cient assets to pay benefits w hen due, and m ake com parisons among 
public em ployee retirement system s and em ployers. The Fund does not m ake separate 
m easurem ents of assets and pension benefit obligations for individual em ployers. The 
"Pension Benefit Obligation" at September 30, 1998 for the Fund as a whole, determ ined 
through an actuarial valuation perform ed as of that date, w as $121,531,081. The Fund's 
net assets available for benefits on that date (valued at market) were $96,114,200. The 
actuarial asset value on that date w as $91,984,065, leaving an unfunded "Pension Benefit 
Obligation" of $25,416,881. The Assessors' 1998 contribution represented 1.78%  of total 
contributions required of all participating entities. 

Ten year historical trend inform ation showing the Fund's progress in accumulating 
suffi cient assets to pay benefits w hen due is presented in the Fund's 1998 comprehensive 
annual financial report. Benefits granted by the Fund are guaranteed by the State of 
Louisiana under the Louisiana Constitution of 1974. 
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JEFFERSO N PA RISH A SSESSO R 
G RETNA , LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

(5) 1,EASE_SS 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

R 31.1998 

The Assessor has cancelable operating leases for rental and m aintenance of equipm ent as 

follow s: 

D escriptign 

Postage m achine 
Postage m eters 

Term 

M onthly 
A nnual 

Annual Payment 

$ 
$ 

Total rent expense under cancelable operating leases for 1998 w as $1,998 

720 
1,278 

EXPEN SES O F TH E ASSESSO R N O T INCLU DED IN TH E FINANC IAl, 

STATEM  ENTS 

CO M PENSATIO N PAID A SSESSO R 

The com pensation and expense allow ance paid the Assessor has been prepared in 
com pliance with I,ouisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907B and 47:1907 O . 

U nder these statutes, the annual salary of the Assessor is fixed at $80,250 and, in addition, 
the Assessor is granted ten percent of his annual compensation, or $8,025 as a personal 
expense allow ance provided that the tax receipts of the tax recipient body is not reduced. 

The compensation and expense allow ance paid the Assessor are included in the 

expenditures of the Governmental (Salary)Fund. 

CO N C ENTRATIO N S O F C REDIT RISK 

Financial instruments that potentially subject the Assessor to concentrations of credit risk 
consist principally of temporary  cash investm ents, appropriations receivable, and 
investm ents in U .S. Treasuries and repurchase agreem ents. The Assessor places his 
temporary cash investm ents w ith a federally insured financial institution. Appropriations 
receivable are from the tax collector. The Assessor does not require collateral to secure 
such am ounts. Investm ents in U .S. Treasuries totaled $1,738,764 at D ecember 31, 1998 
Investm ents in repurchase agreem ents totaled $72,684 at D ecember 31, 1998. 
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JEFFER SO N PA RISH A SSESSO R 
G RETNA , LO UISIA NA 

NOTES TO GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
D ECEM B ER 31_ 1998 

R ISK  M A NA G EM ENT 

The Assessor is exposed to various risks of losses related to torts; theft of, dam age to, and 

destruction of assets; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The Assessor carries 
com m ercial insurance in am ounts suffi cient to insure itself against claim s resulting from 
any of those risks. 



 

JEFFER SON PAR ISH A SSESSO R 
YEAR 2000 SUPPLEM ENTARY INFORM ATION 

DECEM BER 31 1998 

Schedule "1" 

Because m any com puter system s use only tw o digits to record the year in date fields
, such 

system s m ay not be able to accurately process dates including the year 2000 and after. The 
effects of this problem w ill vary from system to system

, but unless this problem is addressed, 
com puter system s that rely on date calculations are at risk of producing unpredictable results or 
com plete failure, 

A s of D ecem ber 31, 1998 no m aterial expenditures for rem ediation
, testing and validation had 

been m ade. 

Because of the u~precedented nature of the year 2000 issue
, its effects and the success of related 

remediation efforts will not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter
. 

M anagem ent can not assure that the Assessor is or w ill be year 2000 ready
, that the Assessor's 

rem ediation efforts w ill be successful in whole or part
, or that parties w ith w hom the Assessor 

does business w ill be year 2000 ready. 

The assessm ent of the costs of the year 2000 compliance and the completion of the internal year 
2000 m odifications w ill be m anagem ent's estim ates. The accuracy of their estim ates w ill not be 
know n until all costs have been incurred. 
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INDEPENDENT A UDITO R S' REPO R T O N CO M PLIA N CE A N D O N 
INTERNA L C O NTR O l, O VER FIN AN CIA L REPO RTIN G BA SED O N A N AU DIT O F 

FINAN C IA L STATEM ENTS PERFO R M ED IN A CC O R DAN CE W ITti 
GO VERN M EN T A UDIT1N G STANDARDS 

H onorable Law rence E  Chehardy 
Jefferson Parish Assessor 
Gretna, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial slatem ents of the Jefferson Parish Assessor, as of 
and for the year ended D ecember 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 18, 
1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. 

Com pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Jefferson Parish Assessor's general 
purpose financial statements are fi'ee of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its 
com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance w ith 
which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent amounts. 

However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not the objective of our 
audit and, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no 
instances of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing 
Standards'. 

Internal Control Over Financi 

In planning and perform ing our audit, w e considered the Jefferson Parish Assessor's internal 
control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance 
on the internal cont rol over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over 
financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 
reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in w hich the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the 
general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a timely 
period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. W e noled no 
m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that w e consider to 
be m aterial w eaknesses. 
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This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Jefferson Parish Assessor and the 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other 
than these specified parties. 

M ay 18, 1999 



 

JEFFERSO N PA R ISIt A SSESSO R 
SCI~?~DULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

FOR THE YEAR END ED D ECEM BER 31. 1998 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the Jefferson Parish Assessor as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 18, 1999. W e 
conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to fnancial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General & the U nited States. Our audit & the financial statem ents as of D ecember 
31, 1998 resulted in an unqualified opinion. 

Section I Sum m ary of A uditors' Reports 

a. R eport ou Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

lnternal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses 

__  
Y es 

_
X

_
N o 

Reportable Conditions Y es X _
N o 

Compliance 
Com pliance M aterial to Financial Statem ents Yes X

_
N o 

b. Federal Awards Not A pplicable 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses Yes N o 
Reportable Conditions Yes N o 

Type of Opinion on Com pliance 

for M ajor Programs 
Unqualified 

I  Qualified __ 

Disclaim er Adverse 

Are their findings required to be reported in accordance w ith Circular A-133, Section 
.510(a)? Yes No 

c. Identification of M ajor Programs: Not Applicable 

CFDA Number(s) Name of Federal Program (or Cluster) 



 

JEFFER SO N PARISH A SSESSO R 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS (CONTINUED) 

FOR TH E YEAR END ED D ECEM BER 31. 1998 

Dollar threshold used to distinguish Type A and Type B Program s $ 

Is the auditee a 'low -risk' auditee, as defined by OM B Circular A-133? 
Yes N o N ot A pplicable 

Section II Financial Statem ent Findings 

N o m atters w ere reported 



 

JEFFERSO N PA R ISH A SSESSO R 
SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FIND ING S 

FOR THE  YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 1998 

Section 1 Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

N o m atters w ere noted 

Section II Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to Federal Aw ards 

N ot Applicable 

Section 111 M anagem ent Letter 

N o m anagem ent letter w as issued 



 

JEFFER SO N PA RISH A SSESSO R 
M AN AGEM ENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1998 

Section l Internal C ontrol and Com pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

N o m atters w ere noted 

Section II Internal C ontrol and Com pliance M aterial to Federal A w ards 

N ot Applicable 

Section III M anagem ent Letter 

N o m anagem ent letter w as issued 


