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We have compiled the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the 
Opelousas City Marshal, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, in 
accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued 
by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

A compilation is limited to presenting in the form of financial statements 
information that is the representation of management of the Opelousas City 
Marshal. We have not audited or reviewed the accompanying general purpose 
financial statements and, accordingly , do not express an opinion or any other 
form of assurance on them . 

In accordance with the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
state law , we have issued a report, dated August 31, 1998 
agreed-upon procedures. 

and the provisions of 
on the results of our 

Opelousas, Louisiana 
August 31, ]998 

4766 1-49 North Service Road OpsJousas. Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948 4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 



ASSETS 

Cash 
Receivables 
Fixed assets 

OPELOUSAS CITY M~ RSNA 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 
DECEMBER 31. 1997 

GOVERNMENTAL 
~ NO TYFE 

GENERAL 

$20 
9 
577 
893 

Total assets 

IABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

FUND EOUITY 
Investment in general fixed 
asse ts 

Fund balance - unreserved 
Total fund eauitv 

Total liabilities and 

$1,228 
i j!!~75 
2,403 

ACCOUNT GROUP 
GENERA L FIXED 

ASSETS 

$37,547 

37
= =~ 2547 

~ 0 

$37,547 
28,067 
28,067 37,547 

fund equity 30,470 

See accompanying notes and accountant's report 

TOTALS 

(Memorandum 
On]y) 

$20,577 
9,893 

37 547 

$],228 
1 ]75 
2,403 

37,547 
28 067 
65 ~614 



OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHAL 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

F REVENUES EXPENDITURES. AND CHANGES IN FUND BAIANCE 
ALL GOVERNMENTAL FU ND TYPES - GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 1997 

REVENUES 
]ntergovernmental 

Fines 
Salary reimbursements 
Citation mileage 
Juvenile mileage 

Fines 
Bond revenue 

Miscellaneous 
Insurance reimbursement (net) 
Miscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current operating 

Salaries 
Payroll taxes 
Repairs and maintenance 
Gasoline 
Insurance 
Office supplies 
Advertising 
Recording and filing fees 
Uniforms 
Dues and conventions 
Bank charges 
Meals 
Equipment maintenance 
Accounting 
Miscellaneous 

Capital outlay 
Total exnenditures 

EXCESS OF REVENU ES OVER EXPENDITURES 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Sale of autos 

Total other financin~ sources 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINANCING 
SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BAla NCE beginning of year 

FUND BALA NCE, end of year 

See accompanying notes and accountant's report 

$G8 
35 
1 

615 
740 
791 
315 

5.508 

2,114 
83 

114,164 

67,449 
5,599 
1,190 
210 

8,094 
1,583 

77 
349 

4,487 
901 
6O 
341 

3,210 
81 

418 
_  6,897 
100 946 

_ 13,220 

800 
800 

]4 020 

14,04! 

28.067 



OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHAL 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES . EXPENDITURES AND CHANCRE 
BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3]. 1997 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental 

Fines 
Salary reimbursements 
Citation mileage 
Juvenile mileage 

Fines 
Bond revenue 

Miscellaneous 

Insurance reimbursement (net) 
Miscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 
Current operating 

Salaries 
Payroll taxes 
Repairs and maintenance 
Gasoline 
Insurance 
Office supplies 
Advertising 
Recording and filing fees 
Uniforms 
Dues and conventions 
Bank charges 
Meals 
Equipment maintenance 
Accounting 
Miscellaneous 

Capital outlay 
Total expenditures 

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

OTIIER FINANCING SOURCES 
Sale of autos 

Total other finanein~ sources 

EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINANCING 
SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALA NCE beginning of year 

FUND BAIANCE end of year 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$64 
35 
2 

000 
000 
000 
350 

VARIAN CE 
FAVORA BLE 

/UNFAVORABLE) 

$68,615 $4 
35,740 
1,791 

315 

5.000 5.508 

2,114 
83 

106 350 114 166 

67,500 
15,000 
1,500 
250 

8,600 
2.000 

67 
5 
1 

8 
I 

i00 
4 ,100 4 
1.000 

3,300 
i00 

1,400 

_ 2 ,500 
107 350 

449 
599 
190 
210 
094 
583 
77 
349 
487 
901 
60 

341 
210 
8] 

418 
6 897 

I00 946 

,615 
740 

(209) 
(35) 

5O8 

2,114 
83 

7,816 

51 
9,401 

310 
40 
506 
417 
(77) 
(249) 
(387) 
99 

(60) 
(341) 
90 
]9 

982 
(4,397) 
6,404 

_ ~ 00) ]3,220 14,220 

_ 2 ,ooo 
1,000 

See accompanying notes and accountant's report 

0 

800 
800 _

~ ) 
(2oo) 

]4 ,020 ]4 .020 

_ 14 ,047 

2 8,06Z 



0PELOUSAS CITY MARSHAL 
0PELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31. 1997 

NOTE (I) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies and 
practices . 

A . The ReDortin~ Entity 

As the governing authority for the City of 0pelousas, for reporting purposes , the 
City of 0pelousas, Louisiana, is the financial reporting entity. The financial 
reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government, (b) organizations for which 
the primary goven ~nent is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary goverm nent are 
such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity 's financial statements to be 
misleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
determining which component units should be considered part of the primary government 
for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential 
component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability . The GASB has 
set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability . This 
criteria includes: 

i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

b 

The ability of the primary government to impose its will on that 
organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 
benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the primary 

government, 

Organizations for which the primary 
majority but are fiscally dependent 

government does not appoint a voting 
on the primary government. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would 
be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship . 

Based on the criteria described above, the 0pelousas City Marshal is a primary 
government due to the following: 

l 
2 
3 

The Marshal 
The Marshal 
The Marshal 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements present information only 
on the funds maintained by the City Marshal and do not present information on the City 
of 0pelousas, the gener~l government services provided by that governlllenta] unit, or 
the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity . 



NOTE (i) 

OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHAL 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DRCEMBER 31. 1997 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

B . Basis of Presentatio 

(Continued) 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Opelousas City 
Marshal have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standards-setting body for establishing governmental accounting 
and financial reporting principles. 

C . Fund Accountin~ 

The City Marshal uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate ]eg~l 
compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to 
certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. 
On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds 
because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The 
following fund types and account groups are used by the City Marshal: 

General Fund. The General Fund is used to account for resources 
traditionally associated with government which are not required legally to be 
accounted for in another fund. 

Genera] Fixed Assets Account Group This account group is established to 
account for all fixed assets of the City Marshal 

D . Basis of Accountin~ 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is deternlined 
by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current 
assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating 
statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are 
recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of 
accounting relates to the t~ming of the measurements made, regardless of the 
measurement focus applied. The gover~nental fund is maintained on a modified accrual 
basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 
recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and available . Available 
means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to 
pay liabilities of the current period. The following practices are used in recording 
revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

F~nes and reimbursements 
Miscellaneous revenues 

are recorded when they become 
are recorded when received . 



OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHAL 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31. 1997 

NOTE (I) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

D . Basis of Accountin~ 

Expenditures 

(Continued) 

Expenditures are recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting 
Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. 

Expenditures for insurance and similar services, which extend over more 
than one accounting period, are accounted for as expenditures in the period of 
acquisition . 

Purchases of operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time 
purchased and inventories of such supplies (if any) are not recorded as assets 
at the close of year-end unless significant. 

The City Marshal does not employ the encumbrance system of accounting 

E . Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations that have an estimated 

useful life greater than one year (General Fixed Assets) are accounted for in the 
General Fixed Assets Account Group , rather than in the governmental funds. These 
assets are maintained on the basis of original cost and no depreciation is computed 
or recorded thereon . The Marshal does not have public domain or infrastructure 
outlays . The City Marshal does not capitalize interest costs incurred on fixed assets. 

The account group is not a "fund." It is concerned only with the measurement of 
financial position , not with the measurement of results of operations. 

Budget 

The City Marshal adopts a budget at the beginning of each year on a basis 

consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) 

G . Investments and Cas 

Louisiana statutes authorize the 
treasury notes or certificates, time 
banks, or any other federally insured 

H . Annual Sick Leave 

City Marshal to invest in United States bonds, 
certificates of deposit in state and national 
investment 

All annual leave accunlulated in 1997 was converted to sick leave on December 3], 
1997 . Sick leave is paid upon retirement or death , up to a maximum of 240 hours at 
a rate computed by taking the current monthly salary provided by the Opelousas City 
Marshal, and dividing that amount by 160 hours. Accrued compensated absences are not 
material at December 31. 1997 and thus are not recorded in these financial statements. 



NOTE (i) - 

OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHAL 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31. 1997 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

I . Accounts Rece~vab]e 

(Continued) 

The accounts receivable account represents fines receivable, salary reimbursement 

citation mileage, and juvenile mileage. 

The fines receivable amount represents 
for the month of December but not remitted 

fines collected by the Opelousas City Court 
to the City Marshal until January . 

The salary reimbursement receivable represents the amount the City Marshal is 
reimbursed each month for salaries. The reimbursement is usually received during the 
month the expense is incurred. 

The citation mileage and juvenile mileage receivables are reimbursements by the 
Opelousas City Court for costs incurred by the City Marshal's employees. Each month 
a mileage recap is sent to Opelousas City Court for the reimbursement which is made 
in the following month . 

J . Total Columns on Combined Statements 

Total columns on the combined statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to 
indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a 
consolidation . Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this 
data . 

NOTE (2) - CASH 

Cash consists of 2 demand deposit accounts. At year-end, the carrying amount of 

the City Marshal's cash accounts was $20,577. The bank balance of cash was $23,686. 
The cash was covered by federal deposit insurance. 

NOTE (3) - ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 

Receivables at December 31, 1997 consist of the following 

Fines 
Salary reimbursement - D.A 
Citation mileage 

$7,559 
2,230 
104 



NOTE (4) 

OPELOUSAS CITY MARSHAL 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31. 1997 

- CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets is as follows 

Automobiles 
Equipment 

Totals 

Balance Balance 

1/1/97 Additions Retirements 12/31/97 

$23,299 
8~757 

$4,012 
2~885 

6~897 

$1,406 $25,905 
11,642 

The land and building in which the Opelousas City Marshal operates, are provided 
by and currently owned by the City of Opelousas, Louisiana . 
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INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT 'S REPORT 
ON APP]X ING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

i0 

John S Dowling, CPA 
(1904 1984) 

arold Dupre, CPA 
Relired 

We have performed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
and enumerated below , which were agreed to by the management of Opelousas City Marshal 
and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in 
evaluating management's assertions about the Opelousas City Marshal's compliance with 
certain laws and regulations during the year ended December 31, 1997 included in the 
accompanying estation Ouestlonna This agreed-upon procedures 
engagement was performed in accordance with standards established by the Ameriean 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures is 
solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently , we make 
no representation regarding t1~e sufficiency of the procedures described below either 
for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

i. Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exceeding 

$15,000, or public works exceeding $i00,000, and determine whether such purchases 
were made in accordance with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

No expenditures were made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $15,000 
or for public works exceeding $i00,000. 

Code of Ethics for Public d Public Employees 

2. Obtain from management a list of the immediate family members of each board member 
as defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside 
business interests of all board members and employees, as well as their immediate 

families. 

Management provided us with the required list including the noted information 

3. Obtain from management a listing of all employees paid during the period under 
exam ination . 

Management provided us with the required list 

4 . Determine whethe~ any of those employees included in the listing obtained from 
management in agreed-upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained 
from management in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate family men% ers. 

None of the employees included on the list of employees provided by management agreed- 

upon procedure (3) appeared on the list provided by management in agreed-upon procedure 
(2). 

P. O. Box 433 4~ 6 1-49 Noah Ser~ce Road Opolousas, Louis~na ~ 571~0433 Telephone 318-946-4848 7ele~~ 318-948 6109 



Opelousas City Marshal 
Page 2 

Budgeting 

5. Obtained a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments 

II 

Management provided us with a copy of the 1997 budget. There were no amendments to 
the budget during the year. 

6. Trace the budget adoption and amendments to the minute book 

The Opelouaas City Marshal is an independently elected city official and thus does not 
have monthly meetings or minutes. No amendments were made to the budget during the 

year . 

Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures to determine if actual revenues failed to meet budgeted revenues by 
5~ or more or if actual expenditures exceed budgeted amounts hy 5~ or more. 

We compared the revenues and expenditures of the budget to actual revenues and 
expenditures. Actual revenues did not fail to meet the budgeted revenues and actual 
expenditures did not exceed budgeted amounts. 

Accountin~ and Re~ortin~ 

8. Randomly select 6 disbursements made during the period under examination and 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper alnount and payee 

We examined supporting documentation for 5 of the 6 selected disbursements and found 
that payment was for the proper amount and made to the correct payee. The sixth 
selected disbursement was a payment for a training seminar which was reimbursed by an 
employee . There was no supporting documentation for this one. However, we examined 
the reimbursement and found that the two items are a direct offset. 

(b) determine if payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general 
ledger account; and 

Five of the payments were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger 
account. One payment (check no. 5658), which should have been coded to capital outlay 
in the General Fund , was improperly coded to office supplies expenditures in the 
General Fund . 

(c) determine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of documentation supporting three of the six selected disbursements 
indicated approvals froal the independently elected official and three did not. One 
of the selected disbursements was for insurance expense and one was an installnlent on 
a capital outlay . These were regular operating expenditures and did not have evidence 
of proper approval. The third disbursement was an expenditure paid by the Marshal's 
office and reiii~ ursed by the employee. The reimbursement was deposited into the 
operating bank account and directly offset the payment. 



Opelousas City Marshal 
Page 3 

Meetings 

12 

9. Examine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded in the minute book 

were posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open 
meetings law). 

The Opelousas City Marshal is an independently elected official and does not have 
monthly meetings. 

Debt 

I0 . Examine bank deposits for the period under examination and determine whether any 
such deposits appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or llke indebtedness . 

We inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for 
noted no deposits which appeared to be proceeds 
indebtedness. 

Advances and Bonuses 

the period under 
of bank loans. 

examination and 
bonds, or like 

]I. Examine payroll records and minutes for the year to determine whether any payments 
have been made to employees which may constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

We inspected payroll records for the year and noted no instances which would indicate 
payments to employees which would constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

Summary of Prior Year Findin~s 

There were no prior year findings 

We were not engaged to, and did not, 
would be the expression of an opinion 
not express such an opinion . }lad we 
m ight ]lave come to our attention that 

perform an examination, the objective of which 
on management's assertions. Accordingly , we do 
performed additional procedures, other matters 
would have been reported to you . 

This report is intended solely for the use of management of the Opelousas City Marshal 
and the Legislative Auditor , State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who 
have not agreed to the procedures and taken responsibility for the sufficiency of the 
procedures for their purposes. However, this report is a matter of public record and 
its distribution is not limited. 

Opelousas 
August 31 

Louisiana 
1998 



LOUISIANA A'I'TESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Government} 

~ . . ~)~Jq~ (Date T~aosmi.e~ 

(Auditors) 

In connection with your compilation of our ~inancial statements as of |date) and for lhe year then ended 
and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Govem m entalAud# Guide, we 
m ake the following representations to you, W e accept full responsibility for our com pliance with the 
following laws and regulation and the intern al co ntrols over com pliance  with such laws and regulations. 
W e have evaluated our co m pliance with the followi ng laws  and regulations prior to m aking these 
representations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of (date of 
co mpletion/representations). 

Public Bid Law 

It is true that we have co m plied with the public bid law, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where applicab(e, the 
regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Office .. 

Yes l/ No [ } 
Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 

It is true that no em ployees or offi cials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form  of a service 
loan, or prom ise, from anyone that would co nstitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101-1124. 

Yes b.X No i } 

It is true that no mem ber of the immediate fam ily of any m em ber of the govern ing authority, or the chief 
executive of the govem m ental entity, has been em ployed by the govern m ental entity 
under circum stances that would co nstitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes 

1.1980 

Budgeting 

W e have co mplied with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Govern ment Budget Act (LSA-RS 
39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 

Yes [~ JNo [ ] 

t OOlS~  OOWF~ NUEN~'~  AUDIt OUIDE 

R~ r,~d lt1098 PAGE 70 

]3 



Accounting and Reporting 

All non-exem pt govern m ental records are available as a public reco rd and have been re tained for at least 
thre e years, as required  by LSA-RS 44:1,44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

Yes [t~ No | ] 
W e have filed  our annual financial statem ents 
as applicable. 

n accordance wi th LSA-RS 24:514.33:463. and/or 39:92 

Yes[~J'No [ ] 

W e have had our financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance  with LSA-RSt2
.~ 13 

Yes [y] No [ 

M eetings 

W e have com plied with the provisions of the O pen M eetings Law, provided in RS 42:1 thr/ough 42:12. 
Yes [J.~ No [ ] 

Debt 

It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less  to m ake purchases in 
the ord inary course of adm inistration, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase agreem ents, wi thout 
the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as pro vided by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana 

Constitution, Article Vl, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 39:1~ 0.60-1410.65. 
Yes[~J No[ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 

It is tru e we have not advanced wages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in violation of Article VI 
Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729. f  

Yes[v1 No[ ] 

W e have disc}osed to you all known nonco m pliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any 
contradictions tQ the foregoing representations. W e have m ade available to you docum entation relating to 
the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided  you with any com m unica tions from regulatory agencies or other sources concerning any 
possible nonco m pliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any com m unications received 
be tw een the end of the pe riod under exam ination and the issuance  of this report. W e acknowledge our 
responsibility to disclose to you any known noncom pliance which m ay occur subsequent to the iss uance of 
your report. 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Date 

Date 

Date 

LOULS~NA OO~'ERN MENI"AL AUDCr OUIDE 



Kenneth Boogni, Jr. 
Judge 

Ronrlie t eqer 
Clerk/Judicial Adrrlinistrotol 

1 elophono 
948 2570 Cily (our/ 

t:8 [; 

AND 
W ARD ONE OF $1. LANDRY PARISH 

P. O . BOX K 

70571-t910 

M A NA G EM EN T CO RRE(Yl]VE A CTIO N PLAN 

Septem ber 3 1998 

1,ouisiana Legislative Auditor 
PO Box 94397 
Baton Rouge l,a 70804 9397 

D ear Sirs 

' !IO!C Rite Young 
Marshal 

";'-8 LTilI:17 po~,~ Asst Morsho 
Diane Arnoud 
Adm inislia(or 

Telephone: 
948 2577 Morsha 

The Opelousas City M arshal respectfully subm its the follow ing corrective action plan for 
the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1997. 

Name and address of independent public accounting firm 

John S Dowling & Com pany 
PO Box 433 
Opelousas La 70571 0433 

The findings from the Independent Accountant's Report on applying agreed-upon 
procedures are discussed below . The findings are numbered consistently with the 
num bers assigned in the repo rt: 

ACCOUNTING AND RFPORTING : 

8 (a) The sixth selected disbursement noted in the report was payment for a training 
sem inar which had to be paid through the M arshal's Office but was reimbursed 
by the em ployee. W e had no docum entation to support this expense. In the 
future, we will try to obtain docum entation to support all expenses. 

(b) One (1) desk was erroneously coded as Offi ce Expense. In the future we wil 
code such item s as Capital O ulJay. 



~ Three of the invoices checked did not show approval from the M arshal
. The 

M arshal w as hospitalizcd several tim es during 1997 and was away from the 
office for exlended periods of tim e. Even though she was approved lhese 
paylnenls, not all of the invoices were initialed by her. She now plans to 
sign all checks whenever possible and will initial all invoices. 

lfyou need any additional inform ation, please contact m e 

W ith regards, 1 am , 

RFII'A A YO UNG , 



John Newlon Stout, CPA 
Joel Lanclos, Jr., CPA 
Russell J. Stelly, CPA 
Dwight Ledoux, CPA 
Chizal S. Fontenot, CPA 
Jam es L. Nicholson, Jr., CPA 
G . Kenneth Pavy, II, CPA 
Darren J. Carl. CPA 

Opelousas 
Opelousas, 

JOH N S. DOW LING & COM PANY 
A COFIPO~ATION Ol: CERT~F}ED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

City M arshal 
Louisiana 

M ANA GEM ENT LE'I~ ER 

John S. Dowling, CPA 
(1904-1984) 

Harold Dupre, CPA 
Retired 

W e have compiled the general purpose financial statements of the Opelousas City M arshal, 
for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated August 
31, 1998. Professional standards require that we provide you w ith the following inform ation 
related to our compilation/attestation. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 requires that reports be com pleted w ithin six m onths of 
the close of the entity's fiscal year . This compilation/attestation was not completed within 
six m onths of December 31, 1997. W e were engaged on August 17, 1998 to prepare a 
compilation/attestation for the Opelousas City M ar shal. Our engagement letter, which was 
approved by the Legislative Auditor on August 26, 1998, states that our report w ould be 
issued no later th an September 30, 1998. Our report was dated August 31, 1998 and was 
m ailed to the Legislative Auditor on September 4, 1998. 

The Opelousas City M arshal in the pas t was considered to be part of the Opelousas City 
Court and a separate report was not required. Recently th e Opelousas City M arshal was 
determ ined to be separ ate and based on the M arshal's incom e level, a 
compilation/attestation was determ ined to be necessary. However, this was not determ ined 
until after th e six m onth deadline had already passed. 

This( information is intended solely for the use of management of the Opelousas City 
M arshal and the Le gislative A uditor, State of Louisiana and should not be used for any 
other purpose. 

Opelousas, Louisiana 
A ugust 31, 1998 

P. 0 Box 433 4768 1-49 North Service Road Opetousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Telefax 318-948-6109 



Kenneth Boogni, Jr. 
Judge j 

Ronn#e Leger ~1a 
ClerR/Judlcial Adrrlinistrotor 

]elephone 
948 2570 - City COUrt 

Septem ber 11 1998 

Louisiana Legislative Auditor 
PO Box 94397 
Baton Rouge La 70804 9397 

D ear Sirs 

AND 
W ARD ONE O F ST. LANDRY PARISH 

P. O . BOX K 

7057t-t910 

The Opelousas City M arshal respectfully submits the following explanation for 
non-com pliance wi th LA Revised Statute 24:513 requiring that reports be completed 
within six months of the close of the entity's fiscal year: 

Rito Young 
Marshal 

Paul Mouton 
Asst Marshal 

Diane Arnoud 
Adm inistrator 

Telephone: 
948-2577 - Marshal 

I, Rita Young, am the M arshal of the City Court ofOpelousas. I took offi ce in January of 
1997. I thought th at I would receive something from the Legislative Auditor's Office 
requesting the information that they needed. After several months had passed and I didn't 
hear from them , I asked my Office Adm inistrator, Diane Arnaud, to check into it. D iane 
called our accountant's office, John S Dowling & Com pany and they advised her to call 
the State Legislative Auditor's O ffi ce. D iane called and spoke to JoAnn Sanders who told 
her that we were in violation because of the tim e that had lapsed and to send an 
engagem ent letter followed by a com pilation and attestation repo rt which we did. M s 
Sanders also told Diane that they had our address wrong; they had our address as 
Pineville, La. rather than Opelousas. 

If you need any additional inform ation, please contact m e. 


