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Ilonorable Jeffrey F. W iley 
Ascension Parish Sheriff 
Donaldsonville. Lonisiana 

INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPORT 

W e have audited the accompanying gcneral purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of and 
for the )'ear ended June 30, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These general pnrpose financial statements arc 
the responsibility of m anagement. Our responsibility is to express an opinion Oil these gcncral purpose financial 
statements based on our audit, 

W c condncted our audit in accordance with generally aeceptcd auditing standards and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards

, issued by tile Comptroller General of the United 
States. Those stm~dards require that we plan and perfonn tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about xdlcthcr tee 
gencud purpose financial statements ,arc free of m aterial m isstatement. An audit includes examining, on a tcst basis, 
evidcnee  supporting thc amounts and disclosures in tile general purpose tinancial statemcnts

. An audit also inchtdcs 
asscssing tile accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagement

, as well as evaluating tile 
overall general purpose financial statem ent prcscntation. W e believe that our andit provides a reasonable basis for 
our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above p esent fa fly
, in all material respects, the 

financial position of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of June 30
, 1999, and the results of its operations for the ycar 

then cnded, in couform ity with generally acec pted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated October 15
, 1999 on our 

consideration of Asee nsion Parish Sherift's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance 
with ccr ain provisions of aws, rcgu ations contracts and grants

. 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
October 15, 1999 

BARON ROUGE ~ DONAI DSONVI[ I E ~ NEW OR[ FANS ~ S] FRANCISVII I E 
ASSOCIA]~t) OFfff:LS 1~'4 PRINDIF'AL CITIFS OF THE UNITED SJAIES 
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Report on Com pliance and on Internal Conlrol Over 
Financial Reporting Based on an Audit of FioanciM Slatemeots Performed 

in Accordance w ith Governm ent A uditing Standards 

l lonorable Jeffery F. W iley 
Ascension Parish Sheriff's Offi ce 
Donaldsonvi]lc, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose finan cial statements of the Ascension Parish Sheriff's Offi ce as of and for 
the year ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated October 15, 1999. W c conducted our 
audit in accordaoce with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As a part of obtaining reasonable assurm~ee about whether the Asccnsion Parish Sheriffs Offi ce financial 
statements arc free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its eompliaJlcc with certain provisions of laws 
and regulations, noncom pliance with which could have a m aterial effect on the determ inalion of th e financial 
statement amounts, t to;vevcr, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective 
of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express snch an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instan ces 
of noncompliance th at are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standard~, 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reportin~ 

In plan uing and perfonning our audit, we considered the Ascension Parish Sheriff's Offi ce's intern al control over 
financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our ol)inion on 
the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the intern al control over financial reporting ttowcvcr, 
we noted a certain matter involving the internal control over financial reporting an d its operation that we consider 
to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significan t 

deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control over financial reporting that, in our judgment, could 
adversely affect the Sheriffs Office's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data ee nsistcnt 
with the assertions of man agement in the finan cial statements. Reportable conditions arc described in the 
accom pan ying schedule of findings an d questioned costs. 
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A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the intern al control 
components does not reduce to a relatively low level tile risk that misstatcmcnks ill amotmts that would be material 
m rclalion to the finmlcial statements being audited m ay occur and not be dclcctcd within a timely period by 
employees in the normal course of performing their assigned fimctions. Our consideration of the intern al control 
over financial reporting would not nccess,'u'ily disclose all matters m 1he intern al control that might be reporlable 
conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that arc also considered to 
be m aterial weaknesses. W e do not believe that the lack of segregation of dulics described above is a m aterial 
weakness. 

This report is intcnded solcly for the information and use of the Ascension Parish Sheriff, management, and the 
Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyolae othcr 
than these specified panics. However, this rcport is a matter of public record, and its distribution is not limited. 

Donaldsonvillc, Louisiana 
October 15, 1999 
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ASCENSION PARISH SllER1FF'S OFFICE 

SCllEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
JUNE 30. 1999 

A. SUM M ARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

2 

The auditors' report expressed an unqualified opinion on tile financial statements of the 
Ascension Parish Sheriff's Office. 

One reportable condition relating to the audit of the financial statements is rcporlcd at I3-1 in 
th is schedule. 

No instances of noncompliance lnaterial to tile financial slatcments of tile Ascension Parish 
Sheriff's Office were disclosed during the audit. 

B. FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEM ENT AUDIT 

Lack of Segregation of Duties for the Bond Agency Fund 

Condition: The perform ance of the accounting procedures is lim ited to one person 

Criteria: Intern al controls should be in place that provide reasonable assurance that the financial 
transactions are properly recorded and accounted for. Segregation of duties is an integral part 
of intern al controls. 

Effect: There is insuffi cient segregation of duties to have effective intcrnal contro 

Recommendation: The processing, recording, and reconciling functions of tile Bond Fund 
should be performed by different em ployees. 

Response: W e agree with the recommendation and will attempt to make the necessary chealges 
to achieve a proper segregation of duties. 

- 4 - 



A SC EN SIO N PA R ISII SIlER 1FF 
Donaldsonvillc, Louisiana 

CO M IHNED BA1,ANCE SItEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCO UNT G RO U|'S 

Cash and cn~,]l cquixalcrlts 
Rcccivables 
Inventory 
I;quipnlcnl 
Rcsllictcd Assels: 
Cash - self insurance lurid 

Amount to be provded for 
rellrcmcnt of 1 ,ong/I crm I )cbl 

"lO'l AL ASSITI S 

,IA IH I,I H EN 
Accounts, snlarics, and 
withholdings payable 

Claims pa3 ab]e 
I)ue to taxhlg bodies and othcls 
Bonds Payable 
(]onlpcllgalcld glbsellccs payable 

"10TAI, I ,IAI~]I ,H'll'S 

I'1 'No I,;QI [J[[}_ 
lllvcslmcilt 111 general flxcd asscts 
l:tlnd balances: 
Rcxelvcd fi~t invcnlo~' 
Rcscrvcd Ibr scll:-insured 
hcalfll ~qlld accident plarl 
Ihlrcscrvcd - undcsignaled 

TO'I AI, EQUII Y 

Governn~cntal 
Ftlrld TvI~eS 

JUNE 30, 1999 

Capital 

Ihojects 

$ 4,188 118 $ 
665,717 

632 

748,380 

iduciau/ 
Funds 
Agcrlcy 
Funds 

Accolln 
Groups 

General 
Fixed Assets 

4.218.5 

227,502 
84.428 

632 

748.380 
4.541.905 

485.617 

485.617 

4,218,5 

4,218,5 

Gcncral 1 ,ong Tolal 

"loire I)ebl M~:morandulll Only) 

90 
65 

18 

99 
17 
12 

7,18,380 

947.838 9,17.838 

615,000 
332.838 

227.502 

84.428 
485,617 
615,000 
332.838 

"10TAI, I ,IAItll ,H'IES 

ANI) I'UNI)EQUH'Y $ 5,602.847 $ 23.064 $ 1,485,617 $ 4,218.511 $ 947,838 $ 
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-I,218.511 

632 

7,18,380 
4.564.969 



A SC EN SIO N PA R ISI! SH E R IFF 

STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXI'ENI)ITURES AND C]IAN GES 
IN FUND BALANCE - A1,L GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 

Y EA R EN DED JUN E 30, 1999 

REVENUES 

Ad vMo~cm laxes 
Sales taxes 
hllct govgrllmel/tal i cvcnues: 

Fedcr al grants 
Slate gl alltS: 

81ale ICVOI1LIC sharing (nel) 
Etate supplemental pay 
Othel stale and local grants 

]"CCN, chalices, and COml/lissJons for services 
Civil and mim inal fees 
Col.llt atlclidallce 
'1 lanspol/illg prisollers 
I'ecding and keeping piisoncrs 
M unicipal hlw enforcement fees 
Video poker 
M iscellaneous COll/l/lissiolls 

I Jse of money and propclly : 

]IlleIcst 
I )onated fixed assets 

Tolal Rcvclmes 

EX pI';NI)I'FIJR ES 

l'ublic sa fctv: 
PelNon~ll selviccs and related bellefils 
Opclating scivices 

M atctial and supplies 

Ihincipal retirement and intelcst 
"1'1 ~l\'e] ~tlld other charges 

Capital outlay 
Total }'xpenditures 

,IXCI';SS OF R1,;VI~NUI';S OVEV. liXPENI)ITtJRES 

1:I JNI) BAI,ANCE AT BI;GINNING OF Y/:.AR. 

1,1JNI ) BAI ,ANCI: Aq I';NI ) OF YEAR 

Genera 
Fund 

4,989,229 $ 
3,644,378 

87.955 

355,542 
474,956 
49.627 

534,479 
18,725 
6,019 

796,587 
664,868 
381,059 
175.179 

Capital 

Projects 

51,796 1,49d 

2.572 

6,875,597 
1,094,079 
1,504,837 

222,101 

6,275 
1,217,356 

$ 5,290,917 $ 
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4,989,229 

3,644,378 

87.955 

355,542 
474,956 

49 627 

534,479 
18,725 
6,019 

796,587 
664,868 
381,059 
175.179 

53,290 

2.572 

46.948 

46.948 

(45,454) 

68.518 

6,875,597 
1,094,079 

1,504,837 

222,101 
6,275 

1,264,304 

0.967.193 

$ 5.313.98 



A SC EN SIO N PA RISIt SH ER IFF 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

TATEM ENT OF REVENUES. EX PENDITURES AN D (31AN(;ES 

IN FUND BALANCE - BUI)GET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACT[JAI. - GENERAL FUND 
Y EA R EN DED JUN E 30, 1999 

R EV EN UES 

Ad V~I]OICI/I I~IXI.'S 

Sales laxes 
]ntel goverllnlental revetltleS: 

}"cdem l grants 
Stale glal/ts: 

Slate revenue sharing (net) 
State supplmnental pay 
O ther slate and local grants 

Fees, chatges, and eomlllissiolls for sen,ices 
Civil and criminal fees 
Court attelldance 

"1 [anspol ting prisoncl s 

l:eeding and keeping prisoners 
M unicipal law enforcement fees 
Video pokcr 
M iscellaneous eOl/llnissioi~s 

Use of Ii/oncy alld property : 
tll(ei cs/ 

l)ollatel.l fixed assels 

"1 oral I~cvenues 

F, X PEND ITURES 
l'ublic safety: 

Pclsonal services and related benefits 

Opelaling sel~,,ice s 
M aterial and supplies 
Plincipal retirenlel~l and inlm csl 

Travel and other charges 
Capital outlay 

"1 oral Expenditures 

Budget 

4,995,000 

3.175.0(10 

4,989,229 

3.6d4.378 

Variance 
;aVolab]o 

( Unfavorable ) 

(5,771 ) 
469.378 

75,485 187,955 12A 7( 

355,542 

477,120 

31.580 

483,000 
18,500 

21,000 

692,300 

704,177 

380,000 
190.142 

40,000 

13,202 

852.048 

6,879,326 
1,130,714 
1,343,207 

222,102 

6,900 

1,170,290 

355,542 

474,956 
49.627 

534,479 

18,725 

6,019 
796,587 
664,868 

381,059 
175,179 

5[,796 

2,572 

6,875,597 
1,094,079 
1,504,837 

222,101 

6,275 

1,217,356 

XCI(SS O F N.EVI"N U],'.S O VI'R I';XPI';NI)ITUI(I';S 1
.099,509 1,512.726 

FUNI ~ BAI.ANCE AT F;EGINNING OF YEAR 

I:LINI ) BA1 ,ANCIi A'I ENI ) O1" YEAR 

3.778,191 3,778.19 

$ 4,877,700 $ 5,290,917 $ 

- 7 - 

(2,1641 
18.047 

51,479 

225 

(14,981) 
104,287 

(39.309) 
1,059 

(14,9631 

11,796 

(10,630 

3,729 

36,635 

(161,6301 

625 

(47,0661 



A SC EN SIO N PAR ISil SIIER 1FF 
Donaldsnnville Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCOUNTING I'OI.ICIES 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, th e sheriff serves a four-year 
term  as the chief executive offi cer of the law enforcement district and ex-officio tax collector of the parish. 
The sheriff administers the parish jail system and exercises duties required by the parish court system, such 
as providing bailiffs, executing orders of the court, and serving subpoenas. 

As the chief law enforcem ent offi cer of th e parish, the shcriff has the responsibility for enforcing state and 
local laws and ordinmlec s within the territorial boundaries of the parish. The shcriff providcs protection to 
th e residun ts of th e parish through on-site patrols and investigations and serves the residents of the parish 
through the establishment of neighborhood watch program s, anti-&'ug abuse programs, ~t cetera. In addition, 
when requcstcd, the sheriff provides assistance to other law enforcement agencies within the parish. 

As the ex-officio tax collector of the parish, th e sheriff is responsible for collecting and distributing ad 
valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing ftmds, sporting licenses, and fines, 
costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. 

A BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accom panying financial statements of the Ascension Parish Sheriff have bcen prepmcd in 

conformity with generally accepted accoun ting principles (GAAP) as applicd to govcmmcntal units. 
The Govcmmental Accoun ting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for 
establishing govcrm ncntal accoun ting and financial reporting principles. 

B. REPORTING ENTITY 

GASB Statement 14 established criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and 
component units that should be included  within the reporting entity. Under provisions of th is 
Statelnent, the Sheriff is considered a prim ary government, since it is a special purpose govern ment, 
the Sheriff is elected, is legally separate, and is fiscally independent of other state or local govern ments. 
As used in GASB Statement 14, fiscally independent means that the Shefiff may, without the approval 
or consent of another govern mental entity, determine or modify its ova~ budget, levy its own taxes or 
set rates or charges, and issue bonded debt. The Sheriff also has no component units, defined by GASB 
Statement 14 as other legally separate organizations for which the Sheriff is financially accountable. 
There are no other primary govenuncnts with which the Sheriff has a significant relationship. 

- 8 - 



ASC ENSIO N PARISIt SIIERIFF 
Donaldsonville, I,onisiana 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCOUIVFING POLICIES 

C, FUND ACCOUNTING 

(continued) 

The sheriff used funds and account groups to report its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial 
management by segregating tran sactions relating to certain govern ment fimctions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balan cing set of accounts. On tile other hand, an  
account group is a finan cial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that arc not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. 

Funds of the sheriff are classified into three catcgn ries: governmental (General Fund and Capital 
projects), fiduciary (agency funds), and account groups (General Fixed Assets and General Long Term 
Debt). These funds arc described as follows: 

Gcneral_ _
Fu_nd 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 33:1422, is the principal fund of tbc 
sheriff s office and accounts for the operations of the sheriff s office . The sheriffs prim ary source of 
revcnue is an ad valorem tax levied by the law enforcement district. Other source s ofrevan ue includc 
sales tax, com m issions on state revenue sharing, state supplemental pay for deputies, civil and 
crim inal fees, fees for court attendoa~ce and maintenance of prisoners, et cetera. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Capital Projects 

Tile Capital Project Fund is used to account for financial resources to be used for the acquisition 

Ageu~ , Funds 

The agency funds are used as depositories for civil suits, cash bonds, taxes, fees, defencd 
compensation plan , et cetera. Disbursements from these funds am m adc to various parish agencies, 
litigan ts in suits, et ce tera, in the maun er prescribed by law. The agency funds are custodial in nature 

(assets equal liabilities) mad do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

- 9 - 



A SC ENSIO N PARISll SIIERIFF 
Donaldsonville~ Louisiana 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POI,ICIES 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING (continued) 

Agcount GrgAI3~s 

(continued) 

The General Fixed Asset account Group is used to account for all of the fixed  assets oflhe SherifFs 
Office. 

The General Long Term Debt Account Group is used to account for all long term obligations of the 
SherifFs Office. 

D. BA SIS O_F ACCOUNTING 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recoguized in the accotmts and 
reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to Ihe timing ofthe naeasurcments 
made, regardless of the measurcnaent focus applied . The General Fund is accounted  for using a flow 
of current financial resources measurement focus. The accompanying general purpose financial 

statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, (except for the "Fax 
Collector Agency Fund, v,,hieh is prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with approxim ates the 
modified accrual basis of accounting). The General Fund uses the following practices in recording 
revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues 

Ad valorem taxes and the related commission oft state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the 
taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, bcconle dlle ou 
November 15 of each year, mad become delinquent on December 31. The taxes are generally collected 
in December, Janualy, and February of the fiscal year. 

]ntergovernmcntal revenues and fees, charges, and com missions for services are recorded when the 
sheriff is entitled to the funds. 

Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured  and the interest is 
available. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 



A SCENSIO N PAR ISII SIIERIFF 
Donaldsonville. Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIIE FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO I.1CIES 

D. BASISQI'_'ACCQUNT ING (continued) 

~ )enditures 

(continued) 

Expenditures arc generally reco gni/zd under fllc modificd accrual basis of aCCounting when the related 
fund liability is incun'ed. 

Other Financing Sgurccs 

Proceeds from the sale of fixed assets are aeeonntcd for as oilier financing sources and arc recogniz~ed 
when received 

E. )3UDGEq" P RAC'I'ICES 

Thc proposed budgct for the year ended June 30, 1999, was m adc available for public inspection and 
continents from taxpayers at the sheriffs office on June I 1, 199g. The proposed budget, prepared on 
the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published in the official journal 11 days prior to the 
public hearing, which was held at the sheriffs office on Junc 22, 1998, for com m ents from taxpayers. 
The budget is legally adopted and am ended, as necessary, by the sheriff. 

All expenditure appropriations lapse at year cod Unexpended appropriations and any excess of 
revenues over expenditures are carried forward to the subsequent year as beginning fnnd balance. 

Formal budget intcgration (vdthin the accounting records) is cmploycd as a mmmgemcnt conlrol dcvice. 
Budget amotmts included  in the accompanying fi~ancial statements include the original adopted budget 
and all subsequent amendmcnts. 

F. ENCUM BRANCES 

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders are recorded in order lo reserve that portion of 
the appropriation, is not employed 



A SC EN SIO N PA R ISll StlER IFF 
D onaldsonville, l,onlsiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY OF SIG NIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

G. ~A S~I~ N.D CA_SHF _QtAIVA L U'~TS 

(continued) 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposit accounts, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money 
m arket accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in fime deposits and other investments with 
original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, tile shcriff may deposit funds in demand deposit 
accounts, interest-bearing demand deposit accounts, money market acco unts, or time deposits with state 
banks organized  under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. 
Tax collcctious m ust be deposited ina bank dom iciled in the parish where the funds arc collected . 

t. INVENTORY 

Inventory at June 30, 1999, consists of commoditlcs received from the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) through the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry,, as provided by die 
Food Distribution Program (CFDA 10.550). Inventory items arc valued at unit prices established by 
the USDA and are reco rded  as expenditures under the consumption method using/lie first-in, first-oat 
(FIFO) cost flow assumption. 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized 
(reported) in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish police 
jtuy are recorded within the general fixed assets aceount group. No depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. Fixed assets are "valued at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not 
available. Approximately 95 per cent of fixed  assets are valued at historical cost, while the remaining 
five per cent are valued  at estimated  cost. Estimated  cost is determined by disco m~ting the currant cost 
of the assets to the date of pta'chase of the assets. 

- 12 



A SC EN SIO N PAR1SIt SllERIFF 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

COM I'ENSATH) &BSENC.ES 

The following vacation hours are earn ed during a fiscal year 

years of Se~me 

0 to one year (at completion) 
1-6 years of service 
7-12 years of service 
13-17 years of service 
18 years of service an d ovcr 

Hoers Per M EN 1~ _ tto urs Pcr year 

4 
8 
l0 
12 
14 

48 
96 
120 
144 
168 

Upon relilelllelll, llnosed an mla] leave up to a nlaxilllUnl of 160 hours, nlay either go towards retirement 
or shall be paid. Upon death, unused mmual leave up to a m axinm m of 160 hours, shall be paid. Upon 
term ination of an employee with less than 12 years of service, unused annual leave, up to a maxiumnl 
of 9,0 hours, shall be paid. 

All employees cam eight hours per month for sick leave (96 hours per year). Upon retirement, dcath 
or termination of an em ployee, unused sick leave is not payable. 

The cost of leave privileges is recognized as a current-year cxpenditurc in the General Fund when leave 
is actually taken. 

K FUND EQ{JITY 

Reserv es 

Rcserv cs represan t those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditorcs or lcgally segregated 
for a specific future use. 

L. TOTAL COLUM N ON BALANCE SHEET 

The total cohmm on the balance sheet is captioned M emorandum Only to indicate flaat it is presented 
only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position in 
conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a 
consolidation. 
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A SCENSIO N PA RISH StlERIFF 
Donaldsonville. Louisiana 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 

2. LEVIEI) TAXES 

The sheriff has authorized  and levied an ad valorcm tax of 14.48 mills 

3. CASti AND CASt! EO UIVALENTS 

At June 30, 1999, the sheriff has unrestricted cash and cash equivalents (book balances) as follows 

Petty cash 
Interest-bearing demand deposits 
Tim e deposits 

Total 

Restricted  cash totals $748,380 at June 30, 1999 

$ 2,500 
1,925,867 
3.768.432 

~: =5.6.96.799 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
rcsultiug bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securitics owned 
by tbc fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged sccurities plus the fed cral deposit insurancc nmst 
at all times equal the mnotmt on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the 
pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable Io both parties. At 
June 30, 1999, the sheriff has $ 6,832,451 in deposits including restricted cash (collected bemk balances). 
These deposits are secured from risk by $300,000 of federal deposit insurance, $3,630,889 of pledged  
securities held by the custodial bank in the SheriW s nmne, and $3,201,552 at the fiscal agent bank in the 
name of the fiscal agcnt bank. 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of 
GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statu tory requirement on the custodial 
bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified  by the shcriff that the 
fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
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RECEIVABLES 

A SCENSIO N PARISIi SIIERIFF 
l)onaldsonville. Lollisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

The General Fund receivables at June 30, 1999 are as follows 

_Class of Rccciyable 

Ad valorcm laxes 
Sales Tax 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
Prisoner m aintenance and transporl 
Video poker 
Grants 
Interest 
M iscellaneous com m issions 

Total 

5. ('IIANG ES IN G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (equipment) follows 

Balance, July 1, 1998 
Additions 
Deductions 
Balance, June 30, 1999 

$ 

(. 
$ 

250 
384,726 
77,165 
57,692 
77,3g0 
55,392 
12.064 

_  ! 0_~0A~ 

665,717 

3,276,466 
1,244.174 
_  392~1L9) 
4,21~511 



PENSION PLAN 

A SC ENSIO N PARISll SIIERIFF 
D onaldsonville, Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Substan tially all employee s of the Ascension Parish Sheriffs office are members of the Louisiana Sheriffs 

Pension and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, nmltiple-cmployer defined benefit pension plan 
administered by a separate board of tnlstees. 

All sherifl\s and all deputies who arc found to be physically fit, who cam at least $400 per month, and who 
were between the ages of 18 and 50 at tire time of original employment are required to participate m the 
System. Employees are eligible to retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited sen, ice an d 
receive a benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to a perce ntage of their final-average salary for each year 
of credited service. Thcpercentage factor tobenscd for eachyear ofserviceis 2.5 perce nt for cachyear 
if total service  is at least 12 but less than 15 years, 2.75 percent for each year if total service  is at least 15 
but less than 20 years, and 3 percent for each year if total seF~ice is at least 20 5,ears (Act 1117 of 1995 
increased the accrual rate by 0.25 perce nt for all service rendered on or after J anu,uS 1, 1980.) In any case, 
the retirement benefit camlot excee d 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the 

employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that prodnce the highest average. 
Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service mad do not withdraw their employee 
contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination as 
indicated previously. Employees M m tclm inate with at least 20 years of cleditcxl service are also eligible 
to elect early benefits between ages 50 and 55 with reduced benefits equal to the actuarial equivalent of 
the benefit to which they would othctw'ise be entitled at age 55. The System also provides death at~d 
disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by slate statute. 

The System issues an aimual publicly available financial report that includes financial slatemenls an d 
required supplementary information for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to the 
Louisiana Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund, Post Office Box 3163, M onroe, Louisiana 71220, or by 
calling (318) 362-3191. 

Plata members are required by state statute to contribute 8.7 percan t of their annual covered salacy and the 
Ascension Parish Shcriff is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 6.0 
percent of annual covered payroll. As of April 1, 1997, the Sheriffs office also pays the employees 8.7% 
contribution. Contributions to the System also include one-half of one percent of the taxes shown to be 
collectible by the tax rolls of each parish and fimds as required an d available from insurance premium 
taxes. The contribution requirem ents ofplau m em bers an d the Ascension Par ish Sheriff are established 
and m ay be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute I 1 : 103, the employer 

contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results 
of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Ascension Parish Sheriff's contributions to the System, 
including the employee's portion starling April 1, 1997, for the years ending June 30, 1999, 1998 and 
1997, were $ 769,531, $656,333, and $614,876, respectively. 
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A SCENSIO N PA R1SI! SilER|FF 
Donaldsonville. Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAl. STATEM ENTS 

7. OTilER PO STEM PLO YM ENT BENEFITS 

The sheriff does not provide continuing health care or life insurance benefits for its retired cmployccs 

8. C(IM PENSATED ABSENCES 

At June 30, 1999, employees of the sheriff have accunmlated and vested $332,838 of employee leave 
benefits, which was computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. This amount is 
recorded within the general long term debt account group. 

9. ('I1ANG ES IN A G ENCY FUND BALANCES 

A summ ary of changes in agency fund balances due to taxing bodies and others fonows 

Agency fimds: 
Sheriff s 
Tax Collcclor 
Bond 
Contraband 
Jail inmate 
Total 

Balance at 
Beginning 
of Year _Ay .itioos _ RcducJio~ !s 

17 

$ 800,253 
33,104,193 
2,254,965 

20,015 
180.615 

$ 36.36Q.O4l 

$ 787.041 
32,645,584 
2,193,206 

30,966 

_ __ ~ 72~ 690 
$ 35,829,847 

Balance a 
End of 

_ _ Year 



A SC ENSIO N PARISH S}IERIFF 
onaldsonville, Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAl, STN I'EM ENTS 

0. TAXES PAID UNDER PROTES 

The unsettled balances due to taxing bodies and others in the agency funds at June 30, 1999, include 
$721,873 of taxes paid trader protest, plus interest earned to date on the investment of these fnads, totaling 
$ 46,560. These ftmds are held pending resolution of the protest and are accounted for in the Tax Colleclor 
Agency Fund. 

LITIGATION AND CLAIM S 

At Juuc 30, 1999, the sheriff was involved m several lawsuits. In the opinion of die shcrifl's Icgal counsel, 
th e ultim ate resolution of these claims would not create a liability to the sheriff m excess of existiug 
insurauce coverage. 

2. EXPENDITURES OF TIlE StlER1FF'S OFFICE PAID BY TIlE PARISII POLICE JURY 

The shcrift's office is located in the parish courthouse. Expenditures for maintenance and operation of the 
parish courthouse, as required by state statulc, are paid by the Ascension Parish Police .hlry an d mc not 
includcd in the accompanying financial statements. 

3. RESERV E FO R SELF 1NSU RE, D IIEALTII AN D ACCIDENT PLAN 

At June 30, 1999, the Ascension Parish Sheriff has a ftmd balance reserve of $748,350 for its Self-lnsurcxl 
1 lealth an d Accidcnt Plan. On August 1, 1992 the sheriff began providing health and accident insurance 
covcragc for his employees. The plan is funded by the General Fnnd for employee covclagc an d by 
employee premiums paid for dependent coverage. The office is obligated to pay all claims up to $ 35,000 
per person covered  up to an aggregate of $ 469,451, and the excess is insured with an  insurance company 
up to $1,000,000. 

A liability for a claim is established if infonnation indicates that it is probable that a liability has becn 
incurred at the date of the financial statements and the amount of the loss is reasonably estimable. 

Unpaid claims as of July 1, 1998 

lncurtcd claims (including claims incurred but 
not reported as of June 30): 
Pro'dsiort for curreat-year e',,eats \~'here 
the Sheriff has retained risk of loss 

Paym ents: 
Claim s attributable to current-year events 
where the Sbcriff has retained risk of loss 

Unpaid clai/ns as of June 30, 1999 

8 - 

127,324 

$ 8~428 



A SC EN SIO N PA R IStl SH ER IFF 
Donaldsonville. Louisiana 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

4. CIIANGES IN G ENERAl. LONG-TERM OBLIGATIO NS 

The following is a sunnnaly of Ioug4enn obligation transactions during the year 

Com pensated 
Noses Absences 

Payable (NQte 8) Total 
Long-term obligations payable 
at July 1,199g $ 795,000 $ 266,596 $ 1.061.596 

Additions 

Deductions 

66.242 66,242 

(__ _1800~9A) ( - ) ( !S0j009) 

l.ong-tcrm obligations payable 
at June 30, 1999 $ = 6_15.000 $ : 332.838 $ 

Notes Payable as of June 30,1999 consisted of an Ascension Parish Law Enforcement Certificate of 
Indebtedness, Series 1997. One m illion was issued for capital expenditures of the Sheriff's Office. Bi- 
annual payments will be m ade each February l, and August 1, until the note is paid out on FebruaD, I, 
2002. The note will bear 5.75% interest rate. 

Future debt sen'ice rcquirenmnts on the Certificate of Indebtedness 

200 

2002 

Totals 

principal 
interest 

principal 
interest 

principal 
interest 

principal 
interest 

$ 195,000 
35.362 

205,000 
24,150 

215,000 

!~ 62 

615,000 
71.874 

TOTALS $ 686,874; 
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Postlethw aite &  N ctlervillc 
A Prqfessh.la/A~coucrtbzg (~nT~otalrrm 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCO UNTAN] S 

10t~ tvl~ MO~IIAt [)RIV[ ~ POST OFFICE BOX 1190 ~ DONALDSONVIL[ E, LOULS~AiqA 70346 ~ ] El EPt {ONE (504) 473 4179 ~ FAX/b04) 473 7204 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 
O N SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION 

tlonorable Jeffery F. W iley 
Ascension Parish Sheriff's Offi ce 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

Our independent auditors" reporl, on the finan cial statements of the Ascension Parish SherifFs O ffice as of an d 
for theycar ended June 30, 1999, appears on page 1. Our audit was made for thepurposcoffonning an opinion 
on the financial statem ents as a whole. The supplemental schedules contained on pages 20 through 26, which 
are also the rcsponsibility of the SherifFs m anagement, are presented for purposes of additional an alysis and ,arc 

not a required par[ of the basic financial statements. Such additional information has been subjcctcd to the 
auditing procedures applied in the audits of the basic financial statemcnts, and in our ophfion, is faM y prcsenled 
in all m aterial respects in relation to the basic financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

The ycar 2000 supplcm entm2/inform ation on page 26 is not a rcquired part of the general purpose financial 
statements. W e have applied certain limited proccdures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management 
regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the supplementary information. ]Iowever, we did not 
audit the inform ation and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that the 
Ascension Parish ShcriW s Office is or will beco me year 2000 compliant, that the SherilFs year 2000 remcdiation 
efforts will be suceessfn| in whole or in part, or that the parties with which the Sheriff does business are or will 
becom e year 2000 com pliant. 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
October 15, 1999 
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SIIER|FE'S FUND 

A SC EN SIO N PA R ISll SH ER IFF 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

AGENCY FUNDS 
JUNE 30,19

.'29 

Yhc ShcrifPs Fund acconuts for funds held ill civil suits, sbcriffs sales, an d garnishments 

TAX COLLECq'OR FUND 

Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974 provides that the sheriffwill serve as tile collector 
of state an d parish taxes and fees. The Tax Collector Fund is used to collect and distribute these taxes and 
fees to the appropriate taxing bodies. 

BO ND FUND 

The Bond Fund accounts for the collection of bonds, fines, and costs and pa)qnent of these co llec tions to tile 
rccipicnts in accordan ce with applicable laws. 

CO NTRAIIA NI) FUND 

The Contraban d Fund holds all crim inally disputed funds until a decision as to owncrship is dccidcd 
District Court. Tile monies arc distributed according to court judgment. 

JAIL INM ATE FUND 

The Jail Inm ate Ftmd acco unts for all funds received from mad disbursed to the inmates as they enter and arc 
released from the prison system . 
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ASSETS 

A SC ENSIO N PA R 1SII SH ER IFF 
l)onaldsonville. Louisiana 

AGENCY FUNDS 
COM BINING BALANCE S]IEET 

June 30, 1999 

Sheriff's 

"Fax 

Colleclol 

Cash and cash cquivalcnl.s $ 7(I,0(18 $ 814,26(I $ 577.423 $ 1,746 

I,IABII,ITIES 
Due to laxiug bodies and others $ 70.008 $ 814,260 $ 577,423 $ 1,746 
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Jail 

illllaJC To[ ~'l 

$ 22,1B0 

$ 22,180 

$ 1.485.613 

$ 1,485.617 
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A SC EN SIO N PA RISll SllER |FIe 
Donaldsonville~ Louisiana 

AG ENCY FUNI)S 
SCIIEDUI,E O F CiiANG ES IN BALANCES D UE TO TAXING BO DIES AND OTIIERS 

BAI,ANC ES AT BEG INNING 

O F YEAR 

Ai)DITIO NS 

Deposits: 

Contribulions by cnlp/oyees 

SherifPs sales and garnishments 

Fillcs and costs 

Rcceipts from inlllales 

Taxes, fees, elC. paid Io lax coll~clor 

clcst oil JllVCStll/ClltS 

Total Additions 

Taxes, fees, ctc, distributed 

to taxing bodies and ofllcrs 

W iflldrawals 
l)islriblltioll to innlalcs 

Deposils selIled 

Tolal Reducliolls 

BALANCES AT END O F YEAR 

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1999 

Tax 

Sheriff's Collector Bond Contlaband 

$ 56,796 $ 355,651 $ 515,664 $ 12.697 

3.103 83.233 18.743 

8
_
oo,2
_ _ :s~_ 

9.820 

2.254.965 20.015 

787.041 32.645.584 2.193.206 30,966 

$ 70,008 $ 814,260 $ 577,423 $ 1,746 

The accoIlIpanyillg I:olcs are all integral pro1 of this stal~lllell 
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Jail 

illlla[o Tola 

$ 14.255 $ 955,063 

80.157 

458 

80.615 

72.690 

72.690 

$ 22.180 

816,970 

2,236,222 

180.157 

32.645,584 

172,690 

3,011,213 

35.829.487 

$ 1.485,617 
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ASCENSION PARISII SItERIFF 
D on aldsonville~ Louisiana 

YEAR 2000 DISCLOSURES 

The year 2000 issue consists of two shortcom ings th at m ake com puter processin g systems unable to read year- 
date data bc3,ond the year 1999. The first shortcoming is that many computer programs contain abbreviated dates 
which eliminate the first two digits of the year. Therefore, some computer programs m ay recognize January I. 
2000, as January 1, 1900, and procESS data incorrectly or stop processing data altogether. The second 
shortcom ing is that some computers will be unable to detect the year 2000 as a leap year and may not register 
the additional day, and data calculations may be incorrect. 

The Sheriff has completed an invcnto~ of computer systems and other electronic equipment an d has eithe~ 
m odified or rcplace d a siglfificant portion of its computer hardware and software so that its system s will function 
properly with respect to dates in the year 2000 and beyond. Based on this inventory, the Sheriff's Office is in the 
rcmed iation stage in that it has either purchascd or plans to purchase additional hardware and software believed 
to bc year 2000 com pliant. 

The Year 2000 initiative is being m anaged by both internal staff an d outside consultants. W hile management 
believes that its planning efforts are adequate to address its Year 2000 concen~s, th ere can be no guman tce s that 
the systems of thc ShEriff's Office or the systems of othcr companies on which the Sheriff's systems and 
opcrations rely, will be converted  on a timcly basis and that the Year 2000 issue will not have a matcrial impact. 
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