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W e have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the City Court of W est 
M onroe, a component unit of the City of W est M onroe, for the year ended June 30, 1999. These general 
purpose financial slatem cnts are the responsibility of the City of W est M onroe's m anagem ent. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on out" audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
Geucral of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purp ose 
financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
cstim ales m ade by m anagement, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement prescntalion. W e 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the City Court of W est M onroe as of June 30, 1999, and the results 
ofils operations for the year then ended, in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordance with Govermneut Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated September 
12, 1999, on our consideration of the City Court of W est M onroe's internal control over financial reporting 
and our tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. 

O ur audit w as perform ed for the purp ose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial 
statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental inform ation schedules listed in the table of contents are 
presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purp ose financial 
statements of lhe City Court of W est M onroe. Such information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents, and, in our opinion, is fairly 
stated in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purp ose financial statem ents taken as a w hole. The 
inform ation on pages 14-16, which is of a nonaceounting nature, has not been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied m the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents, and we express no opinion on 
such inform ation. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
Septem ber 12, 1999 
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A ssets 

Cash 

TOTAL A SSETS 

Liabilities 

CITY COURT OE W EST M ONROE 
W ERT M O N ROE. LO U ISIAN A 

Payroll W ithholdings Payable 

D eposit D ue O thers 

TOTAl. 1.1AIqllJTIES 

COM BINED BA1,ANCE SH EET 

JUNE 30, 199~ 

ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this financial statem ent 

2 

$ 228,804 

$ 228,804 

$ 69 
228.735 

$ 228,804 
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CITY COURT QF W EST M O~  
W EST M ON ROE. I.OU ISIAN A 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1999 

A s provided for by Chapter 7 of Title 13 of file Louisiana Revised Statutes, the City Court of 

W est M onroe has jurisdiction in all civil matters in the City of W est M onroe including all of 
W ard Five of Ouachita Parish. The criminal jurisdiction of the Court is limited to offences 
comm itted within the city limits of W est M onroe which are not punishable by imprisonment at 
hard labor. The city judge and the city marshal are elected for six year terms. 

Financial Rennrlinf, E 

A s a governing authority of tile city, for reporting purposes, file City of W est M onroe is the 

financial reporting entity for the city. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) tile primary 
government (city), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their 
relationship w ith file prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting 

entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incomplete. 

Government Accotmting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
deterlnining which com ponent units should be considered part of the City of W est M onroe for 
financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit 
within the reporting entity is financial responsibility. The GASB has set forth criteria to be 
considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

2 

3 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization'S governing body, and 

A 

B 

The ability of tire city to impose its wilt on that organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or 
impose specific financial burdens on the city. 

Organizations for which the city does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the city. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be m isleading if 
data of the organizations is not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 



N ote 1 - 

CITY CO U RT O F W EST M O N RO E 
W F.RT M O N RO E I,O IIIS1AN A 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
FO R TH E Y EAR EN D ED JU N E 30. 1999 

(Continued) 

Because tbe city provides the Court's building, its furnishings, and pays its operating 
expenditures, the court was determ ined to be a component unit of file City of W est M onroe, the 
financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statem ents present information only on 
the funds m aintained by the court and do not present inform ation on the city, the general 
govermnent services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that 
comprise tile financial reporting entity. 

~ ld Accounting 

The Court uses funds and account groups to report on financial position and results of 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial 
m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that com prises its 
assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. A n account group, on the other 
hand, is a financial reporting devise designed to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that are not recorded in the 
"funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable, available financial resources. They 
are concerned only with the lneasurem ent of financial position, not with the m easurem ent of 
results of operations. 

Funds are classified into three categories; governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. Each 
category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Governmental funds are used to 
account for a government's general activities, where the focus of attention is on the providing 
of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of attention is on 
recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies through service charges 
or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held for others. The Court's 
current operations require only the use of the fiduciary fund type - agency funds. Agency 
funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds are custodial in 

nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

~ kSLs_o f Accoun i~j~g 

Tile financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. All 
governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources m easurem ent focus, 
W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included 

on the balance sheet. Operating statements for these funds present increase (revenues and other 
financing sources) and decrease (expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 



N ote 1 - 

CITY CQURT OF W EST M ONROE 
W EST M ON ROE. I.OU ISIAN A 

N OTES TO_  FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
FOR TH E Y EAR EN DED JU NE 30. 1999 

Basi~ of Accounting (Cominued) 

(Continued) 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governmental and fiduciary 
fund types. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, additions are recognized when 

susceptible to accrual (when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" 
m eans the am ount of the transaction can be determ ined and "available" m eans collectible w ithin 
the current period or soon enough tbereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. 
"/'he court uses tile following practices in recognizing and reporting additions and reductions: 

Additions 

Judge's costs, lnarshal's fees, m arshal's nfileage and other court costs are recorded ill 
the year in which they are earned. 

Proceeds fi'onl sales and seizures are recognized when costs related to a sale and 
seizure of property are incurred. 

Substam ially all oflmr additions are recognized when received by the Court 

Based on the above criteria, judge's costs, marshal's fees, marshal's mileage, other 
court costs and proceeds from sales and seizures are treated as susceptible to accrual. 

2. Reductions 

Note 2 - Cash 

Reductions are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting 
when the related funds liability is incurred. 

Under state law , the Court m ay deposit funds within a fiscal agent bauk, organized under the 
law s of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of the 
United States. The Court may invest in certificates and time deposits of state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 
1999, the Court has cash (book balances) totaling $228,804. 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law , these deposits, 
or the resulting bank balances, must be secured by federal deposits insurance or the pledge of 

securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1999, 
total $242,474 and are fully secured by federal deposit insurance and/or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank. 



Note 3 - year 20~0 lszue 

CITY COURT OF W EST M ONROE 
W EST M ON ROE. I.O IJISIANA 

N OTES TO FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS 
FO R TH E Y EAR EN D F.1) ]lIN E 30 1999 

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcom ings in m any electronic data processing system s 
and other electronic equipm ent that m ay adversely affect file Court's operations. The Court 
operates an electronic data processing system that handles certain functions specific to the 
Court's operations. Certain other operating functions are m aintained by the electronic data 
processing system of the City of W est M onroe. The Court and the City recognize the potential 
problem s that the year 2000 may present and have been aggressively identifying, correcting and 
testing all com puter hardware and software problem areas that are critical to the Court's 
operations. Tile City has com pleted an inventory of com puter system s and other electronic 
equipm ent that m ay be affected by the year 2000 issue and that are necessary to conducting the 
Court's operations. Based on this inventory, the Court is in fl~e rem ediation stage, llardware 
and software purchased from outside vendors are believed to be year 2000 compliant for file 
financial reporting system s. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of file year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of 
related rem ediation efforts w ill not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and "thereafter. 

M anagem ent cannot assure that the Court is or will be year 2000 ready, that the Court's 
relnediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom the Court 
does business w ill be year 2000 ready. 
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C ivil Cot|rl COSt FU 

CITY CO 1JRT O F W EST M O N RO E 
W EST M O N RO E I,O IIISIAN A 

FIDU CIARY EIIND TYPE - AGEN CY FUN D S 

Tile Civil Court Cost Fund accounts for advance deposits on civil suits filed by litigants. The advances 
are refundable to the litigants after all court costs have been paid. 

The Judge's Accrued Civil Cost Fund accounts for fees earned by the judge, which are transferred from 
the Civil Courl Cost Fund and are used to pay a portion of the judge's salary and other costs of 
operaling the Court. 

nes and Forfeitures Fund 

Tile Fines and Forfeitures Fund accounts for the collection of bond forfeitures and file posting of cash 
bonds. Effective July 1, 1991, fines are rem itted directly to the City of W est M onroe and are 
accounted for by the city. Cash bonds are held until forfeited or refunded to the person posting file 
bond. 

M arshal's G arnishm ent Fund 

Tile M arshal's Garnishment Fund accounts for the collection of garnishments and the remittance of 
these funds to garnishm ent payees and to the city court and city m arshal for costs incurred in collecting 
and distributing the funds. 

M arshal's Sales and Seiznra~ Fund 

The M arshal's Sales and Seizures Fund accounts for the collection of proceeds from the sale and 
seizure of property and the rem ittance of these funds to creditors, to the m arshal for costs incurred, and 
to others for costs incurred in the sale and seizure of property. 



Assets 

Cash 

CITY COURT OF W EST M ONROE 

Fll)I lf21ARY FI lND TYPE -- AGENCY El JND8 

Civil 

Court 

Cost 

Fund 

~UNE 30. 1998 

Judge's 

Accrued 

Civil Cost 

Fund 

Cash 

Bonds 

and 

Forfeitures 

M arshal's 
M arshal's Sales and 

Garoishment Seizures 

Fund Fund 

Total 

M enloraudum 

Only) 

$ 145,554 $ 72,846 $ 9,903 $ 61 $ 440 $ 228,804 

.~otal Assets $ 145,554 $ 72,846 $ 9,903 $ 61 $ 

l.iabilities 
Payroll W ifl~holdings Payable 

Deposit Due Others 
$ 69 $ 

145.554 72,777 9.903 
$ $ 

61 440 

To!al Liabilites $ 145,554 $ 72,846 $ 9,903 $ 61 $ 

228.804 

69 

228.735 

228.804 



Civil 
Court 
Cost 
l:und 

Judge's 
Accrued 
Civil Cost 
Fund 

M arshal's 
Cash Bonds M arshal's Sales and 

and Garnishments Seizures 
Forfeitures Fund Fund 

]_)eoosits l)ue OIhers at 
June 30. 1998 $ 132,657 $ 63,819 $ 11,353 $ 

,Additions: 
Bonds Posted 
Deposits Suits and 

StlccessJol/ 
Gal ilishnlents 
lnlerest Earnings 
Sales and Seizures 
Transfers from Civil 

Courl Cost Fund 
Other Add0ions 

_Tolal Add~  

Tolal 

.l~~ductioos; 
Advertising 
Appraisers 
Bonds Reclaimed 
Garnishmenl Payees 
Judge's Cost 
Judge's Salary 
Judge's Retirement 
Judge's Supplenlental 
Colllpel/sa0oll Ptlnd 
M arshal's Fee 
M arshal's M ileage 
Salaries - Part Time 

l~mployees 
Payroll 3"axes 
OlheI Court COSTS 
Other l~.educfons 
Payments to Creditors 
Settlements to I dfgants 
Transfers to City of 

W est M onroe 
Travel 

Total l~eductions 

40,702 

710 1.616 

41.412 

53.165 

54.781 

24.100 

24.100 

274.069 118.600 35,453 

53.165 

6,288 
6,195 
4.514 

14.328 

26,835 
3.335 

591 
19 

2.220 

17,318 

,5T _JilNE 30J~9~9 $ 145,554 $ 72,777 $ 9,903 $ 

202,895 
160 

203.055 

203,055 

182.634 

Total 
(Memoranduln 

Only) 

458 $ 208,287 

19.717 

19.717 

20.175 

703 
295 

13,017 4,575 

1,099 
99 

6.145 

202,994 

61 $ 

4,008 
667 

9.487 

19.735 

440 $ 

24,100 

140,702 
202,895 
2,486 
19,717 

53.165 

703 
295 

17,318 
82,634 
53,165 
26,835 
3.335 

16,288 
33,787 
4.514 

591 
19 

19,435 
2,986 
9,487 
30.170 

8,232 
12.823 
422.617 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC A CCO UNTA NTS 

2211 N. 7th, Suite 200 W est M onroe, Louisiana 71291 
Phone (318) 361 9600 Fax (318) 361-9620 

ndenendent Auditors' R evert on Com pliance and on 

11onorable Judge Jim N orris 
City Court of W est M onroe 
W est M onroe. Louisiana 

M AILING ADDRESS 
P. O. ROX 1435 

W EST M ONROE, EA 71294-1435 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the City Court of W est M onroe (the 
Court), a component unit of the City of W est M onroe, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999, and have 
issued our report thereon dated September 12, 1999. W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standard~', issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

(;om pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Court's general purpose financial statcnlents arc 
fi'ce of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
detcrnfination of financial statem ent anaounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance with those 

provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards. 

Intern al Control Over Financial Renortin~ 

la planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the City Court of W est M onroe's internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressin g our opinion 
on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily 
disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporling that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A 
m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the intenlal control 
components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in am ounts that would be 
lnatcrial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected 
within a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted 
no m atters involving the interual control over financial reporting and its operations that we consider to be 
m aterial w eaknesses. 



l lonorable Judge Jim Norris 
City Court of W est M onroe 
Page Tw o 

This repor! is intended solely for the inform ation and use of lhe City Court of W esI M onroe and its 
designaled represenlatives and is nol intended to be and should not be used by anyone other lhan lhese 
specified parties. 

W est M onroe, 1,ouisiana 
Septem ber 12, 1999 



CITY C~)I IRT O F W EST M G N R N ~ 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND OUESTIONED CO~_T~_ 
FO R TH E Y EAR EN D ED JU N E "l, fl 1 qOc/ 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the City Court of W est M onroe as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 1999, and have issued our report thereon dated September 12, 1999. W e conducted our 
audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained ill Government Auditing Standards, issued by file Comptroller General of file United 
States. Our audit of tbe financial statem ents as of June 30, 1999, resulted in an unqualified opinion. 

Section 1 

A . Report on Internal Control and Compliance M aterial to the Financial Statements 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses

__  yes ~  no Reportable Conditions
__  

yes X no 

Com pliance 
Compliance M aterial to Financial Statements 

--  
yes X no 

B. Federal Awards - N /A 

Tile City Court of W est M onroe did not receive any Federal Awards nor did it expend 
any funds under a Federal Awards Program . 

C. Identification of M ajor Programs: N/A 

Section 11 

No m atters were reported 

Section 111 - l~ederal Award Findines and Ouestioued Costs - N/A 

The City Court of W est M onroe did not receive any Federal Awards nor did it expend any 
funds under a Federal Awards Program . Thus, this section is not applicable. 



Section 1 

Section 11 - 

CITY CO IIRT O F W EST M O N RO E 

SCH EDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 
FO R TH E Y EAR EN D ED JU N E 30. 1999 

No prior year findings were reported 

The City Court of W est M onroe did not receive any Federal A wards during the year ended 
June 30, 1998. Thus, tbis section is not applicable for this entity. 

Section III- M _anagement Letter 

No m anagem ent letter was issued 
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CITY CO URT O F W EST M O NR O E 
M ANA GEM ENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 

FOR TH E YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1999 

SECTION I INTERNAL CO NTROL AND COM PLIANCE M ATERIAl. TO TIlE FINANCIAL 
STA TEM EN T. 

Yinding~s: There arc no reportable conditions or findings for the year ended June 30, 1999 

SECTIO N I1 INTERNAL C O NTR O L AND COM PLIAN CE M ATERIAl. TO FEDERAL 
AW ARD S. 

];indit~  The City Court of W est M onroe did not receive any Federal Awards for thc year ended 
June 30, 1999. 

CorrectiveA etion: N /A 

SECTION Ill M ANAGEM ENT LETTER. 

~TndO~g~s" No m anagem ent letter was issued 

Corre_~tive Action: N/A 
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State Bond Commission (SBC): 

Profile~ 

/,,re there unresolved fiedlngs listed below? 
Are there fiadings of criminal acts? 
Ar e there findings of ethics, nepotism, or retated parties? 
Ar e there any findings relating to violations of bond indenture:s? 
Does the report express going-eor~cern reservations?. 
Does the entity have a deficit grealer than 5% of revenue? if so, Jder~tify the 
page(s) Nots 
Are there an'~ ? 

Yes or No 
Yes or No 
Yes or No 
Yes or No 
Yes or No 
Yes or No 

Yes or No 

Repod: Appmved~r Re~ase Dale:. . _ . . . . . Rank A B C D 

(A=No Comments; B=Management LeRer Comments Only; C=ContreI/Comp/iance Report(s) Comments; D=CdminaVFraud Acts 
Note: For grading purposes, schedules of immaterial findings are treated Bs a management letter 

REPO RT DISTRiBUTiON 

Press 

Ar chives 

LegislativeAuditAdviso~ Council 

~ 
Q 
1 

State of State (State CAFR Entities) 
Investigative Group (CfiminatActs) 
Board of Ethics 

See Below 

Actuarial Section (S{a(e/Slalewfde Ret#emen~ Systems) 
Engagement Manager (SBC's Copy) 
QuaIity Assura,qce 

Padsh Government 

CityN ~lla ge/Town of 

Other: 
O ther: 

Distribution Approval (Initials) 
Copies Needed: --  Copies TBM 
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