
(9) L:.xcess Fund Balance 

AI,LEN PARIStl CI,ERK OF COURT Oberlin, Louisiana 
Nolcs to Financial Statements - Continued June 30, 1997 

R.S. 13:785 requircs that every four years (at the close of thc tcrm of office) the clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clclk's last year of his term of office. At June 30, 1997 there was uo amouut duc the parish treasurcr as this was not the last year of the cleJk's four-year lerm of office, and no determination of the amount Ihal will be due, if any, can be made al this time. 
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ALLEN PARISIt CLERK OF COURT Oberlin, Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statements - Continued June 30. 1997 

A sunmlaly of changes ill agency fund unsettled deposits follows 
Agcncy funds: Adwmcc l)cposit 1 Advance Deposit 111 Registry of Corot Total 

Unsettled Deposits 07/01/96 Additions Reductions 
$ 1,236 222,451 __1!_8A31_. 60 $ 83 286,557 _ 108,300 256,748 _. 58,371 

Unsetded Deposits 06/30/97 
$ 1,181 252,260 __168,066 _~_=..'}4~86 $ 394,923 ~,; 315,202 ~;_421,507 

(6) Litigation and ('laims There is no litigation pending against the Allen Parish Clerk of Court's office at June 30, 1997 
(7) es of lhe Clerk of Court Paid bv the l)arish Police Jnlv The Clerk of Court's office is located in the Allen Parish Courlhouse. The upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse is paid by the Allen Parish Police Jury. Certain operating expenditures of thc Clerk of Court's office are paid by the parish police jury. The fixed assets purchased and iucluded in tbe general fixed assets account group arc the only amounts included in the accompanyinl~ fiuancial statements. These expendiiures are summarized as follows: Furniture, fixtures and equipment Officc supplies Tota 
(8) Receivables The lcceivables of $15,126 at June 30, 1997 are as follows Mortgage Celtificatcs Cancellations Certified copies Recordings Total 

13. 

$ 2,813 12,39(~ }_~0'~ 

$ 692 305 874 13,255 $15,12fi 



AI,LEN PARISII CLERK OF COUR] Oberlin, Louisia~la 
Notes to FinaneiM Statements - Continued June 30. 1997 

Contributions required by statute Employees Employer Total l~.etiJemenl System Estimated payroll for current year Dollar amouut Percent of estimated payro For the year ended June 30,1996: Retirement System: Net assets available Pension benefit obligation 1)nt'ullded pension benefit obligation 

Percent AlllOUlll Aclna 
8.25 % 10.07 % 18.32 % 
$ 15,149 20,200 $ 15,14q $ 35,349 ~\49 
~47, M4,712 
10.07 % 
$ 106,132,031 
~3,165~n,~ The total payroll of all covered employees of the System for the year ended June 30, 1997, is n( available, ttowevcr, mad estimated total payroll of all employees covered by the System for tile ycal endc June 30, 1997, was obtained by projecting the prior year payroll of covered employees as of June 30, 199( In addition, the pension benefit obligation is p~esented as of June 30, 1996, because the June 30, 199 information is not awtilable. The pension benefit obligation is a standaldized measure of tile pJcsenl value of pension bencflt~. adjusted for tile effects of projected salary increased and step-rated benefits, cslimated to be payable in the futul~ as a lesult Of employee service to date. TI~e ineasure, which is lhe actuarial present value of clcdilt'd projected benefits, is intended to help users assess file System's funding status on a going-concern basis. assess progress made in accumulating suft)cient assets to pay benefits when due, and make comparisons among PERS and employers. The System does not make separate rneasnrements of assets aud pen~;iun benefit obligations fbr individual employers. ltistorical trend information showing the System's progress in accunmlating sufficient assets to pa3 benefils when due is presented in file System's June 30, 1997 comprehensive annual financial lepoJt, q'ht Allen Parish Clerk of Court does not guarantee the benefits granted by the Sys|em. 
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ALLEN PARISH CLERK OF COUR'I Oberlin. Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statements - Continued June 30. 1997 

pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court thai tile fiscal agent has failc~ to pay deposited fimds upon demand. Chances in General Fixcd Assc A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 
nrnittlre, fixlures and equipment 
(4) l'e.J~s~ign Pla.t! 

Balance o_7.I_O E'.)_6 .Addilio]N 2,813 l)elctions $ 
Balance 06/30/97 $.124dl 0 

Suhstantially all employees of the Allen Parish Clerk of Court are members of the Louisiana Clerks ol Court l~.ctircment and P.elief Fund (System), a multiple-employer (cost.-sharing), public cmploycc letilement system (PERS), cormoiled and adminislered by a separate board of trustees. All regulal employees earning at least $100 per month aud who are under lhe age of 60 at Ihc time of original cmploynaent are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at ol aftcz age 55 wilh at least 12 yems of credited service are entitled to retirement benefit, payable monthly for lift'. equal to 3 percent of their final average salary for each year of credited selvicc, not to exceed 100 pelccnt of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is tile employee's average salary over Ihc 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at Ica,d 12 years of service and who do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or a tier age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to tbeir date of termination. The system also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statue. Contlibutions to the system include one..fouHh of one percent (one-half of one percent fol Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collecliblc by the tax rolls of each parish. State statute rcquilcs covered employees to contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System. As inovided by I,ouisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer's contributions are determined by actuarial valuatkm and arc subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for tile prior fiscal ycai. The following provides ceJtain disclosures Jbr the Clerk of Court and the retirement system that a]t required by GASB Codification Section P20,129 for tile year ended June 30, 1997: Contribution rates tiruployecs 
Total cmrent year payloll Total Cllllellt year covered payro 

=== 8.~5', 
~__ 192,645 _~=_ _l=8_3~(~34 
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K. Cgm~a~!ive Data 

AI,LEN PARISII CLEI(K OF COURT Oberlin, Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statements - Continned Juoe 30. 1997 

Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial statements in order 1o provide an understanding of changes in the governnmnt's financial position and operations, ltowevcr, comparative (i.e., presentation of prior ycat totals by fund type) data have not been presented in each of the statements since thcil inchlsion would make the statcmcnts unduly complex and difficult to read. all Undel state law, the Clerk of Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank located in the palish or congressional district that is mganized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of the United States. The Clerk of court may also invest in United Slates bonds, treasmy notcs, or ccrtificates and filne deposits of stale banks organized ondel Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 1997, the Clerk of Court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totalillg $654,390 as follows: 
Demand deposits: Non-inlcrest-bearing lnterest-beaiing Time deposits 

ttibernia National Bank $ 209,063 65~000 
American Security Bank Tota $ 13,545 341,782 25,90Q $ 13,545 550,845 - 90,000 Total $_22.4 0~Q~_63 $ 380,;}27 ~ 654,39(I These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, (or the lesulting hank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These seculities are held in the namc of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1997, are secured as follows: 

Bank balances Securities pledged (category 3) Federal deposit insurance 
Over (Undm) secured deposits 

ltibenria National Bank Arnericau Security Bank ~; 275 4~!~19 ~ 4~11 "~'75 175,546 _ 100 0&Qg00 _ 275~546 380,022 _ 113,545 _ 493,567 .........~ = 127 $ 81 ,'192 Pledged securities in Category 3 include uninsured or unregistered investments for which the securities are held by tile broker or dealer, or by its ltllst department or agent, but r~ot in the Clerk of Corot's name. F, ven tlmugh the pledged securities are considered uneollateralized (category 3) l.ouisiana Revised Stalute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise aM sell the 



ALLEN PAR1Slt CI.ERK OF COURT Oberlin, Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statements - Continued June 30,1997 

A budget for the General Fund is prepared on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally prepared or as amended by the Clerk of Court. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year. 'Z Fixed Assets Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) arc accounted for in the Geueral Fixed Assets Account Group rather titan in the General Fnnd No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets am vahlcd al historical cost or estimated histmical cost if historical cost is not available. The aulount ot fixed asset costs estimated is immaterial. The account group is not a "fuud". It is concerned ouly with the rneasulemeu financial position, pot with nmasurcment of results of operations. F. lnterest-Bearinu Denosits lnlemst-bcaril~g deposits are slated at cost, which approximates market G. Bad Debts Uncollectible anrounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by dirccl write-off at the time inforuaation becomes available which would indicate the nncollecfibility of the particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method is r, ot in conformity wilh generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP), no allowance for uncollectible accotmts receivable is made due 1o immaleriality at June 30, 1997. II. Vacation and Sick l.cave Employees of the Clerk of Court's office earn one to three weeks of vacatiou and 12 days of sick leave each year. Vacation and sick leave nmst be used in the year ealned. At June 3(1, 1997, the employees of the Clerk of Court have no accumulated and vested leave benefits required to be reported iu accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 1. ['~llCUlnbrauce~ l{ncunlbrance accounting, onder which purchase orders, contracts~ and oth('t commilmenls for the expenditure of moneys are recorded in order to reserve thai portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by tim Allen Parish Clerk of Court as an extension of formal budgetary integlation in the funds. J, Total Columns on Conrbined Balance Shee Total colunms on the Combined Balance Sheet are captioncxl "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate fiuancial analysis. Data in these cohunns do not present finaucial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting I~rinciplcs Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund eliminations haw: not bccn made in the aggregation of this data. 



ALLEN PAR1Stt CLERK OF COURT Oberlin, Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statements - Continued 

on the police jury, tbe general govemmellt services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that compJise the financial reporting entity. B. Fund Accountin, g The accounts of the Allen Parish Clerk of Court are organized oll tile basis of lhnds aml account groups, each of which is considered a separate accouuling entity. The opela|ions ol each fund are accounled for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts thai comprise its asset, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. Revenues ale accounted tb, in fllcsc individual funds based upon the purpose for which tbey are to be spent and the means by which spending activities arc controlled. The fimds presented in the fiuancial statements aw described as follows: General Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the inincipal fund of the Allen Parish Clerk of Couzt and is used to account for the operations of the CIeTk of Court's office. The various fees and charges duc to the Clerk of Court's office ale accounled for in this fund. General operation expenditures are paid from this fund. Agency Fullds Tim Advance Dcposits and Registry of Court Agency Funds are used to account fo assets held as au agent for individuals, etc. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets eqml liabilities) m~d do not involve measurement of [esults of operations. Basis of Accounting Basis of accouoting refers to when revenoes and expenditures ale recognized ill the accounts and reported in file financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to tbc timing ol the measurement made, regardless of tile nleasurement focus applied. The Allen Parisb Clerk of Courl's records are maintained on a modified accrual basis o! accounting. The governmental filnds rise tile followillg practices ill recordillg revenues and expenditures: }(gVellUeS Recordings, cancellations, mortgage certificates, celtified copies, court attendance, suits and successions, interest earned on interest-beming deposits, and crinfinal costs mc recoldcd m the yem in which they are earned. Substantially all other levcnues me recorded when received F.xpenditurcs EXl~cnditures are generally recognized under the modified when the lclated fired liability is incurred. 
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AI.LEN PAR1SIt CLERK OF COURT Oherlin. Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statuincnts June 30. 1997 

Smnma_r'A o f S'igni ficant Accon ntillx,_]~olicies As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, thc clink of cotHI serves as tile cx-offieio notary puMic, the ~ccorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and shall have other duties and powers provided by law. A clerk of court is elected for a term of foul ycars. The accounting and reporting policies of the Allen Parish Clerk of Court conform to genmally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. Such accounting and iepolliug procedures also conform 1o the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513 and to Ihc ndustly audit guide, A.A1Ldits of Sta.Lc_a_p~d [xlca_l Govcrnmental Units 'llm following is a sunnnary of certain significant accountiug policies A. Financial Renortint~ Entity As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Allen Parish l'olicc Jury is tim financial reporting entity for Allen Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (policy jury), (b) organizations for which tile primmy government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their rela/ionship with the primary government are such that exclusiou wonhl cause the reporting entity's fioancial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 cstablishc~ criteria for determining which component unit should be considered part of the Allen Parisl Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic ctilerion for including a polentia component unit within lhe repmting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has sc tbltb criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of all organization's governing body, and (a) the ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or (b) the potential for the organization to provide specific financial bencfits to ol impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but me fiscally dependent on the police jury. 3. Organizations for which tile zeporting entity financial statemenls would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the police jury provides finalmial benefits that nrake the clerk of court fiscaU3 dcpendenh the clerk of court was determhmd to be a componcnl unit of the Allen Pmis] Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements presen infornlalion only oil the funds maintained by lhe clelk of court and do not present infollnaliol 



ALLEN PARIStt CLERK OF COURT Oberlin, Louisiana Stalcment of Revenues, Expendilures, and Changes in Fund ]lalanccs - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual - Governmental I'und Type - Genelal Fund Year Ended June 30, 1997 Wilh Comparalive Actual Amounts for file Yeal Ended June 30, 1996 (Sec Accountant's Compilation l~.epmt) 

l~.eventle5: Licensed and pemlits Fees, charges, and commissions fo~ services - Court costs, fces and charges Fees for recolding legal (tOCUlrlents Fces for certified copies lntelgovernnlental Intel esl earnings Total IeVelI/ICS Expendittu es: Curl enl - Pelsonal services and related benefils Operating services Materials and supplies Total expenditmes 

1997 Variance - Favorable I~c_L Actual U.(~.ffav or a bl~)_ Actual 
$ 6,000 $ 6,925 $ 925 $ 6,125 
46,000 55,816 9,816 45,65 287,500 20,000 0 11,500 371,00Q 
262,333 21,572 23,500 307,405 

320,128 28,499 9,506 __L4 0,Nfll0 434,884 
258,807 23,616 22,654 305,077 

32,628 8,499 9,506 _.~5 l o_0 _~3 8~A84 
3,526 (2,044) 846 _.~3 2~8 

262,490 19,028 0 _ 5,250 33~4 
244,835 18,184 ~21,089 284,108 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over cxpenditmes 63,595 129,807 66,212 54,436 Fund balances, beginning of yeal ]Zund balances, end of year 109,~550 109,550 $173,145 $239,357 ~i62~2~12 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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A]len PARISH CLERK OF COURT Obe~-] i n . Louisiana ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS OF AND FOR THE Y[:AR ENDED JUNE 30. ]997 
Required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:514 to be filed with the Office of Legislative Auditor within 90 days after the close of the fiscal year', 

AFFIDAVIT Personally came and appeared before the undersigned authority, Gera Parish Clerk of Court, who, duly sworn, deposes and says that the financial statements herewith given present fairly the financial position of the 
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