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MICHAEL W . W ISE, C.RA. 
CARLOS E. MARTIN, C.RA. 
DAVID W , TINSLEY. C,RA. 

KRISTINE H. COLE, C.PJ~ 
JENNIFER C. SMITH, C.RA. 

JAM IESO N, W ISE & MARTIN 
A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CO RPORATION 

601 MAIN STREET RO. BOX 897 
MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71058-0897 

(318) 377-3171 
FAX (318) 377-3177 

ACCO UNTANTS' COM PILATIO N REPO RT 

To the m anagem ent of the W ard 4 &  5 Fire 
Protection D istrict of Bienville Parish 

Ringgold, Louisian a 

W M. PEARCE JAMIESON, C.RA.(1991 
MEMBERS 

AM ERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNT ANT S 

W e have com piled the accom pan ying general purpose finan cial statem ents of th e W ard 4 
& 5 Fire Protection D istrict of Bienville Parish, a com ponent unit of the Bienville Parish 
Police Jury, as of an d for the year  ended December 31, 2003, in accordan ce with 
Statem ents on Standards for Accoun ting an d Review Services issued by the Am erican 
Institute of Certified Public A ccoun tants. 

A com pilation is lim ited to presentIn g in the form  of financial statem ents inform ation th at 
is th e representation of m an agem ent of the W ar d 4 & 5 Fire Protection District of 
Bien viUe Parish. W e have not audited or review ed the accom pan ying general purpose 
finan cial statem ents an d, accordingly, do not express an  opinion or an y other form  of 

assuran ce on them . 

In  accordan ce with the Louisian a Governm ental Audit Guide an d the provisions of state 
law , w e have issued a report, dated June 29, 2004, on the results of our  agreed-upon 

procedures. 

M inden, LA 
June 29, 2004 



MICHAEL W . W ISE, C.RA. 
CARLOS E. MARTIN, C.P.A. 
DAVID W . TINSLEY. C.RA. 

KRISTINE H. COLE, C.P.A. 
JENNIFER C. SMITH, C.RA. 

JAM IESO N, W ISE & MARTIN 
A PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING CO RPORATION 

601 MAIN STREET RO. BOX 897 
MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71058-0897 

(318) 377-3171 
FAX (318) 377-3177 

INDEPEND EN T A CCO UNTANT S' REPO RT 
O N APPLYIN G  A G REED-U PO N PR O C EDU RE S 

To the M anagem ent of the W ard 4 & 5 Fire Protection 
D istrict of Bienville Parish 

WM. PEARCE JAMIESON, C.RA.(1991) 

MEMBERS 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA 

CERT IFIED PUBUC ACCOUNTANTS 

W e have perform ed the procedures included in th e Louisiana Governm ent Audit Guide and 
enum erated below , w hich w ere agreed to by the m an agem ent of the W ar d 4 &  5 Fire 
Protection District an d th e Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in 
evaluating m an agem en t's assertions about th e W ard 4 & 5 Fire Protection District's 
compliance with certain law s an d regulations during the year  ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

included in the accompan ying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This agreed-upon 
procedur es engagem ent was perform ed in accordance with stan dards established by th e 
Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants an d applicable stan dar ds of Government 
Auditing Standards. The sufficiency of th ese procedur es is solely the responsibility of th e 
specified users of th e report. Consequently, we m ake no rep resentation regarding th e 
sufficiency of th e procedur es described below eith er for th e purpose for which th is report has 
been requested or for an y oth er purpose. 

Public Bid Law 

Select all expenditures made during the year for m aterial and supplies exceeding $15,000, 
or public works exceeding $100,000, an d determine whether such purchases were m ade 
in accordan ce with LSA-RS 38:2211-2251 (the public bid law). 

For th e year ended Decem ber 31, 2003, no expenditur es w ere m ade for m aterials, 
supplies or public works th at w ere in violation of the public bid law . 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 

2. Obtain ~om  m an agem ent a list of th e imm ediate fam ily m embers of each board m ember 
as defined by LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics), an d a list of outside business 
interests of all boar d m em bers an d em ployees, as  w ell as th eir im m ediate fam ilies. 

M an agem ent provi ded us with the required list including the noted inform ation. 



Obtain from  m anagem ent a listing of all em ployees paid during the period under 
exam ination. 

M an agem ent provided us with  the required list. 

D eterm ine whether any of th ose employees included in th e listing obtained from  

management in agreed-upon procedure (3) were also included on the listing obtained 
from man agement in agreed-upon procedure (2) as immediate family members. 

N one of the em ployees included on th e list of em ployees provided by m an agem ent 

[agreed-upon procedure (3)] appeared on the list provided by man agement in agreed- 
upon procedure (2). 

5. Obtained a copy of the legally adopted budget an d all am endm ents 

M an agem ent provided us with a copy of the original budget with  am endm ents noted. 
There was one am endm ent m ade during the year  ended  D ecem ber 31, 2003. 

6. Trace the budget adoption and am endm ents to the minute book. 

W e traced the adoption of the original budget to the minutes of a meeting held on 
Decem ber 9, 2002. W e traced the am endm ents to th e budget to th e m inutes of a 
m eeting held on Decem ber 9, 2003, which indicated th at th e am endm ent w as 
appropriately adopted. 

7. Com par e the revenues and expenditures of th e final budget to actual revenues and 
expen ditures to determine if actual revenues or expenditures exceed budgeted am ounts by 
m ore than  5% . 

W e com par ed th e revenues an d expendi tures of th e final budget to actual revenues 
an d expenditures. Actual revenues did not fall to m eet budgeted revenues by 5%  or 
m ore. Expenditures for th e year did not exceed budgeted am oun ts by 5%  or m ore. 

A ccounting and R eporting 

8. Ran dom ly select 6 di sbur sem ents m ade during the period un der exam ination an d 

(a) trace payments to supporting documentation as to proper am ount an d payee; 

W e exam ined supporting docum entation for each of th e six selected disbur sem en ts 
and foun d that paym ent w as for th e proper am oun t an d m ade to the correct payee. 



(b) determine if paymen ts were properly coded to the correct fund and general led ger 
account; an d 

A ll six paym ents were properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account 

(c) determine whether payments received approval from proper authorities 

Inspection of docum entation supporting eac h of th e six selected disbursem ents 
indicated approval from  th e Board of Com m issioners. 

9. Exam ine evidence indicating th at agendas for m eetings recorded in  the minute book were 

posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:1 through 42:12 (the open meetings law). 

The W ar d 4 & 5 Fire Protection District is only required to post a notice of each 
m eeting and th e accom pan ying agenda on th e door of th e district's office building. 

Although  man agement has asserted that such documents were properly posted, we 
could find no evidence supporting such as sertion oth er th an a file containing copies of 
the notices an d agendas and copies of notices an d agendas on bulletin boar d within 
th e district's office building. 

10. Exam ine bank deposits for the period under exam ination an d determ ine whether an y such 
dep osits appear to be proceeds of bank loan s, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

W e inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for th e period under exam ination an d 
noted no dep osits, which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or lik e 
in debtedness. 

Advances and Bonuses 

11. Exam ine payroll records an d m inutes for the year to determ ine wheth er any paym ents 
have been  m ade to em ployees, which m ay constitute bonuses, advan ce, or gifts. 

W e inspected payroll records and m inutes for th e year an d noted no in stances, which 
would indicate paym en ts to em ployees, whi ch would constitu te bonuses, advan ces, or 
gifts. 

Our prior year report, dated M ay 28, 2003, included com m ents and unresolved m atters. 

W e were not engaged to, and did not, perform an  exam ination, the objective of which would 
be th e expression of an opinion on m anagem ent's as sertions. A ccordingly, w e do not express 



such an opinion. Had w e perform ed additional procedures, other m atters m ight have com e to 
our  attention that would have been reported to you. 

This report is intended solely for the use of m an agem ent of the W ard 4 & 5 Fire Protection 
District an d the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisian a, an d should not be used by th ose who 
have not agreed to the procedur es and taken responsibility for th e sufficiency of the 
procedures for th eir purposes. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is 

distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public document. 

M inden, Louisian a 
June 29, 2004 



LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Government) 

I/4 10~ (Date Transmitted) 

(Auditors) 

In connection with your compilation of our financial statements as of [date] and for the year then 
ended, and as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Govern m ental 
Audit Guide, we make the following representations to you. W e accept full responsibility for our 
compliance with the following laws and regulation and the internal controls over compliance with 
such laws and regulations. W e have evaluated our compliance with the following laws and 
regulations prior to m aking these representations. 

These representations are based on the information available to us as of (date of 
completion/representations). 

Public Bid Law 

It is true that we have com plied with the public bid law, LSA-RS Title 38:2212, and, where 
applicable, the regulations of the Division of Adm inistration, State Purchasing Office.. 

Yes[v1 No[ ] 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Em ployees 

It is true that no employees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a 
service, loan, or prom ise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1101- 
1124. 

Yes [t,d No [ ] 

It is true that no mem ber of the im m ediate fam ily of any mem ber of the governing authority, or 
the chief executive of the governmental entity, has been employed by the governmental entity 
after April 1, 1980, under circum stances that would constitute a violation of LSA-RS 42:1119. 

Yes [*4] No [ ] 

Budgeting 

W e have com plied with the state budgeting requirem ents of the Local Governm ent Budget Act 

(LSA-RS 39:1301-14) or the budget requirements of LSA-RS 39:34. 
Yes [I/r No [ ] 

Accounting and Reporting 

All non-exem pt governm ental records are available as a public record and have been reta{ned 
for at least three years, as required by LSA-RS 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

Yes IV1" No [ ] 

W e have filed our annual financial statem ents in accordance with LSA-RS 24:514, 33:463 
and/or 39:92, as applicable. 

Yes [ i/] No [ ] 



W e have had our financial statem ents audited or com piled in accordance with LShz, RS;2,~:513 
Yes [ V'JNo [ ] 

M eetings 

W e have com plied with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided in RS 42:1 through 
42:12. 

Yes[V~ No[ ] 
Debt 

It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to m ake 
purchases in the ordinary course of administration, nor have we entered into any lease- 
purchase agreements, without the approval of the State Bond Com m ission, as provided by 
Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 
Louisiana Constitution, and LSA-RS 39:1410.60-1410.65. 

Yes[v]ZNo[ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 

It is true we have not advanced w ages or salaries to em ployees or paid bonuses in violation of 
Article VII, Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, LSA-RS 14:138, and AG opinion 79- 

729. dN Yes[ o[ ] 
W e have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as 
well as any contradictions to the foregoing representations. W e have made available to you 
documentation relating to the foregoing laws and regulations. 

W e have provided you with any com m unications from regulatory agencies or other sources 
concerning any possible noncompliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, including any 
comm unications received betw een the end of the period under exam ination and the issuance of 
this report. W e acknowledge our responsibility to disclose to you any known noncompliance 
which may occur subsequent to the issuance of your report. 

Date 

Date 

Date 

Note: If the engagement is for a routine compilation/attest that will be com pleted within six months of the 
entity's fiscal year-end and the CPA will submit either a Fax Approval Form or an Email engagem ent 
approval form to th e legislative auditor, the space for th e legislative auditor's approval may be omitted. 
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W ARDS FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
OF BIENVILLE PARISH 
RINGGOLD, LOUISIANA 

Balance Sheet - All Fund Types an d Accounts Groups 
December 31, 2003 

ASSETS AN D OTI-IE R DEBITS 
Cash 
Receivables 
Lan d, buildings, im provem ents 
an d equipm ent 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accoun ts payable 
Administrative fees payable 
Deferred revenues 

Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 

Governmental Fun d Ty0e 

General 
Fun d 

$ 311,765 
258,727 

$ 3,132 
9,397 
42.017 

54,546 

Debt 
Service 
Fund 

Account 

Gr oup 
General 
Fixed 
Assets 

1,615,478 

1,615,478 

Total 
M emoran dum 

Only) 

311,765 
258,727 

17615,478 

2,185,970 

3,132 
9,397 
42,017 

54,546 



W ARDS FOUR AND FI~VE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
OF BIEb~rILLE PARISH 
RINGGOLD, LOUISIANA 

Governmental Fund Types 
Statements of l~ venue, Expenditure s and Chan ges in Fund Balan ces 

For the year ended December 31, 2003 

REVENUES 
Ad valorem taxes 
Interest 
Intergovem mental revenues - 
Bienville Parish Police Jury 

La Dept. of Agriculture & Forestry 
M iscellaneous 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current - public safety: 
Salaries & related expenses 
Repairs & maintenance 

Insuran ce 
Office rent & expenses 
Supplies 
Telephone & utilities 

Training & uniforms 
Legal & accoun ting 
Administrative fees 

Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over 
expenditures 

Other Financing Sources 
Transfer from Debt Service 

Exeess of revenues and oth er sour ces 
over expenditures 

Fund balances at beginning of year 

Fund balances at end of year 

General 
Fund 

Debt 

Service 
Fund 

$ 232,811 
2,043 

11,168 

2,035 
15 

50,270 
9,967 
17,859 
3,498 

19,409 
14,530 

2,089 
1,810 
9,397 
8,309 

137,138 

Total 

(Memoran dum 
Only) 

232,811 
2,046 

11,168 
2,035 

15 

50,270 
9,967 

17,859 
3,498 
19,409 
14,530 
2,089 

1,810 
9,397 

8,309 

137.138 

110,934 110,937 

1,403 

112,337 

403~609 

$ 515,946 

(1,400) 

1,400 

The accompan ying notes are an integral part of this financial statement. 

110,937 

405.009 



W ARDS FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

OF BIENVILLE PARI SH 
RINGGOLD, LOUISIAN A 

Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 
Statement of Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in 

Fund Balance - Budget (Cash Basis) an d Actual 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2003 

REVENWgS 

Ad valorem taxes 
Interest 
In tergovernm ental - 
BienviUe Parish Police Jury 
La Dept. of Agriculture & Forestry 

Other revenues 

Total revenues 

EXPEND ITURES 
Current - public safety: 
Salaries & related expenses 
Repairs & maintenan ce 

In suran ce 
Office rent & expenses 
Supplies 
Telephone & utilities 
Training & uniforms 
Legal & accounting 

Administrative expenses 

M iscellaneous 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess of revenues over expenditu res 

Other Financing Sources 
Transfer from Debt Service 

Excess of revenues and other sources 

over expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance at end of year 

Budget 

$ 200,800 
1,971 

11,168 
2,035 

215,974 

48,223 
10,863 
17,859 
3,326 
17,335 
15,303 

1,984 
1,675 
6,723 
242 

11,638 

135,171 

Actual 

207,523 
2,043 

11,168 
2,035 

15 

222,784 

50,322 
10,863 

17,859 
3,243 
19,143 
14,305 
1,983 
1,810 

6,723 
242 

12~233 

138,726 

Var'ian e~- 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

6,723 
72 

6.810 

(2,099) 

83 

(1,808) 
998 
1 

(135) 

(595) 
(3,555) 

80.803 84,058 3,255 

80,803 

225,751 

$ 306,55
= ==== ==~ 4 

1,403 

85,461 

225fl51 

311~212 

1.403 

4,658 



W ARD S FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT OF BIEN VILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
Notes to Finan cial Statem ents 

As of an d for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

INTR O D U CTIO N 

W ards Four an d Five Fire Protection District of Bien ville Parish w as created by th e 
Bienville Parish Police Jury on M ay 11, 1988. The District includes all of W ards Four  
and Five of Bienville Parish. Jam estown Area Fire Protec tion District, which w as  created 
by the Bienville Parish Police Jury on Septem ber  11, 1985, w as  abolished upon creation 
of W ards Four  an d Five Fire Protection District an d its assets and liabilities w ere 
transferred to th e new District. The District is governed by a five-m em ber boar d, of 
which two m em ber s ar e appointed by the Police Jury, one each by th e Village of 
Jam estown and th e Town of Ringgold, respectively, an d one by th e oth er four  m em bers 
of th e boar d. Board m em ber s serve without com pensation. The District is responsible for 
m aintaining an d operating fire stations and equipm ent an d providing fire protection 
within the boundaries of th e District. 

1. The following is a sum m ary of certain significan t accounting policies 

A . Basis of Presentation 

The accom pan ying component unit financial statem ents of th e W ar d 4 & 5 Fire 
Protection District have been prep ar ed in conform ity with generally accepted  

accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accoun ting Stan dards Board (GASB) is the accep ted stan dard 
setting body for establishing governm ental accounting an d finan cial rep orting 
principles. 

B. R eportin g Entity 

The District is a com ponent unit of the Bienville Parish Police Jury, the financial 

rep orting entity. The police jury is finan cially accountable for the District because 
it appoints a voting majority of the board an d has the ability to impose its will on 
them . 

The accompan ying fin an cial statem ents present inform ation only on th e funds 

maintained by the District an d do not present information on the police jury, the 
gen eral governm ent services provided by that governm ental unit, or the oth er 

governmental un its that comprise that finan cial reporting entity. 

12 



W ARD S FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT OF BIENVILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
N otes to Finan cial Statem ents 

As of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

C. Fund Accounting 

The District uses funds an d account groups to report on its fin an cial position an d 
th e results of its operations. Fund ac coun ting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segr egating tran sactions related to 
certain governm ent functions  or activities, 

A fund is a separate accoun ting entity with a self-balan cing set of accounts. On 
th e oth er hand, an  account gr oup is a finan cial reporting device design ed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities th at ar e not recorded in 
funds because th ey do not directly affect net expendable available financial 
resources. 

Fun ds of the district are classified as  governm ental funds. Governm ental fim ds 
account for the D istrict's general activities, including th e collection an d 
disbur sem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies, the acquisition or 
constru ction of general fixed assets, an d th e servicing of general long-term  debt. 
Governm ental funds of the district include: 

1. General Fund -th e general operating fund of th e district and accounts for 
all finan cial resources, excep t those required to be accoun ted for in oth er 
funds. 

2. D ebt Service Fun d -accoun t for tran sactions relating to resources retained 
an d used for the paym ent of principal an d interest on th ose long-term  
obligations recorded in the gen eral long-term  obligations accoun t group. 

D . Basis of A ccounting 

The accoun tin g an d finan cial rep orting treatm ent applied to a fun d is determ ined 
by its m easurem ent focus. The governm ental funds ar e ac counted for using a 
current fin ancial resour ces m easur em ent focus. W ith this m easur em ent focus, 
only current assets an d curren t liabilities generally ar e included on th e balan ce 
sheet. Operating statem ents for these funds present in creas es an d decreases in net 
current assets. The m odi fied ac crual bas is of accoun ting is used by the 
governm ental fund. 

13 



W ARD S FOUR AN D FIVE FIRE PROTECTION  
DISTRICT OF BIEN VILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
Notes to Finan cial Statem ents 

A s of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

The governm ental funds use the following practices in recording revenues an d 
expenditures: 

Revenues 

Under th e m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues should be recognized 
in th e accoun ting period in which they becom e available an d m easurable. 

Ad valorem  taxes are recorded in th e year th e taxes are due an d payable. Ad 
valorem  taxes are as sessed on a calendar year bas is and attac h as  an  enforceable 
lien an d becom e due and payable on th e date the tax rolls ar e filed with th e 
recorder of m ortgages. Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1993 requires that the tax 
roll be filed on or before Novem ber 15 of each year . Ad valorem  tax es becom e 
delinquent if not paid by December 31. The taxes are norm ally collected in 
Decem ber  of the current year an d Jan uary an d February of the ensui ng year . 

In tergovem m ental revenues are recorded when th e District is entitled to the funds. 

Interest in com e on dem an d deposits is recorded m onth ly when the interest is 
earned an d credited to the account. 

Substan tially all other revenues are recorded when received. 

Expenditures 

W ith th e m odified accrual basis of accoun ting, expenditures are generally 
recognized w hen the related fund liability is incurred, except th at principal an d 
interest on general long-term  debt is rec ognized when due. 

O ther Financing Sources 

Proceeds from  th e sale of long-term  bonds ar e accoun ted for as  an  oth er f'm ancin g 
source an d ar e recognized when the un der lying events occur . 

14 



W ARD S FOUR AND  FIVE FIRE PROTECTION  
DISTRICT OF BIENV ILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statem ents 

A s of an d for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

E. Budgets 

The district uses the following budget practices 

The Fire D istrict clerk prepar es a proposed budget and subm its sam e to th e 
Board of comm issioners no later than  fifteen days prior to th e beginning of 
each fiscal year . 

A sum m ary of th e proposed budget is published an d th e public notified th at 

the proposed budget is available for public inspection (if required). At the 
sam e tim e, a public hearing is called. 

3. A public hearing is held on th e proposed budget at least ten days after 
publication of th e call for th e hearing. 

After th e holding of th e public hearing and com pletion of all action necessary 
to finalize and im plem ent the budget, th e budget is adopted by th e board of 
comm issioners prior to th e comm encem en t of the fiscal year for which the 
budget is being adopted. 

5. Budgetary am en dm ents involving th e tran sfer of funds from one department, 
program  or function to anoth er or in volving in creases in expenditures which 
results from  reven ues exceeding am ounts estim ated require the approval of th e 
board of com m issioners. 

6. Budgetary appropriations lapse at th e end of th e fiscal year 

7. The budget for th e General fund was  not adopted on a basis consistent with 

generally accepted accoun ting principles (GAAP). 



W ARD S FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION  
DISTRICT OF BIENVILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
N otes to Finan cial Statem ents 

As of and for the year ended D ecember 31, 2003 

The reven ues an d expenditures shown on page 10 are reconciled with  th e 
am ounts reflected on th e budget com parison on page 11 as follow s: 

Gener al 
Fun d 

Excess of revenues over 
expenditures, GAAP basis $110,934 

To adjust for receivables 
To adjust for payables 

(65,993) 
39,117 

Excess of revenues over 
expenditures, Budget - CASH basis $ 84,058 

F. Cash 

Cas h includes am oun ts in dem an d deposits, interest-bearing dem an d deposits, and 
money m arket accounts. Cash equivalents include am oun ts in tim e dep osits an d 
those investm ents w ith  original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law , the 
district m ay deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem an d deposits, 
and m oney m ar ket accoun ts with state banks organized un der Louisian a law an d 
national banks having th eir principal offices in  Louisian a. 

Under state law , the di strict m ay invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or 
certificates. These are clas sified as  in vestm ents if th eir original m aturities exceed 

90 days; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified 
as cash equivalents. 

G . Fixed Assets 

Fixed as sets ar e recorded as  expenditures at th e tim e purchased or constructed, 
an d the related assets ar e reported in th e gener al fixed asset account group. The 
cost of norm al m aintenan ce an d repairs th at do not add to the value of fixed assets 
or m aterially extend th eir useful lives is not capitalized. Public dom ain 

(infrastructure) general fixed assets consisting ofparldng lots an d other 
im provem ents are not capitalized. Interest costs incurred during construction are 
not capitalized. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All 
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W ARD S FOUR AND  FIVE FIRE PROTECTION  
DISTRICT OF BIENVILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
N otes to Finan cial Statem ents 

As of an d for the year ended December 31, 2003 

fixed assets ar e valued at historical cost where historical rec ords are available an d 
at estim ated cost where no historical records are available. 

H . Com pensated A bsences 

The District has three em ployees, one full-tim e an d two part-tim e. Unpaid 
vacation an d sick leave ar e not accrued in governm ental funds. Em ployees are 
able to earn up to 10 days of sick leave per year , however, they ar e not allowed to 
carry over m ore than  25 days of accum ulated sick leave. N o vacation tim e m ay be 
carried over after year -end. Sick leave carryover as  of Decem ber 31, 2003 w as  
deem ed im m aterial. 

I. Long-term  O bligations 

Long-term  obligations expected to be finan ced from  governm ental funds ar e 
reported in the general long-term  obligations account group. Expenditures for 
principal an d interest for long-term  obligations are recognized in th e 
governm ental funds when due. 

J. Total Coin nm s on Com bined Statem ents 

Total colum ns on the statem ents are captioned M em oran dum  Only to indicate th at 
they ar e presented only to facilitate finan cial analysis. Data in th ese colum ns do 
not present financial position or results of operations in conform ity with generally 
accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com par able to a 
consolidation. 
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Levied taxes 

W ARD S FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION  
DISTRICT OF BIEN VILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
Notes to Financial Statem ents 

As of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

The following is a sum m ary of authorized and levied ad valorem  tax es for the year 
ended D ecem ber 31, 2003: 

District taxes: 
General m aintenance 
Operations an d m aintenance 

Tax able property valuation 

3. Cash an d cash equivalents 

2003 
Levied 
M illage 

3.24 
5.00 

$36:438.580 

At December 31, 2003, the District has book balan ces totaling $311,765 as follows 

Dem an d deposits 
Interest-bearing deposits 

Total 

$ 2,428 
309,337 

$ 311.765 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law, th ese 
bank balances m ust be secured by federal dep osit insurance or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of pledged securities plus th e 
federal dep osit insur an ce must at all tim es at least equal th e am ount on dep osit with 
the fiscal agen t. These securities are held in the nam e of th e pledging fiscal agent 
bank in a holding or custodial bank th at is m utually acceptable to both  parties. At 
December 31, 2003, the district has $313,380 in collected bank balan ces. Th e 
deposits are secured from  risk by $104,043 of federal deposit in sur ance an d $500,937 
of pledged securities held by th e custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal agent bank 

(GASB Category 3). 

Even though pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) un der the 
provisions of GA SB Statem ent No. 3, Louisian a Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a 
statutory  requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise an d sell th e pledged securities 
within 10 days of being notified by th e district that th e fiscal agent has failed to pay 
dep osited funds upon dem and. 
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4. Receivables 

W AR D S FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT OF BIENVILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 
N otes to Financial Statem ents 

As of an d for the year ended D ecember 31, 2003 

The following is a sum m ary of receivables at D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Ad valorem  taxes 

Due from  other 

5. Chan ges in general fixed assets 

General Fund 

$ 258.472 

$ 255 

A summ ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

2003 
Land 
Buildings 
Fire-fighting equip 
Office equi pm ent 
V ehicles 
Totals 

6. Pension plan  

Balan ce Balan ce 
January 1 Additions Deletions Decem ber 31 

16,650 
597,616 
751,125 
25,150 
206,447 

$1~596.988 

15,980 
1,500 
1,010 
1~490 

16,650 
597,616 
767,105 
26,650 
207,457 

1.615.478 

The district's em ployees participate in the federal social security program . The 
District is required to remit to the Social Security Administration an  am oun t equal to 
th e em ployees' contributions. 
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W ARD S FOUR AND FIVE FIRE PROTECTION 
D ISTRICT OF BIEN VILLE PARISH 

Ringgold, Louisiana 

Schedule of Com pensation Paid Board M em bers 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

The following served on the Board of Comm issioners w ith out com pensation: 

Robert P. Corley 
Law son C . Bradley 
Billy Joe W iggins 
Jam es Pietsch 
W illiam  Conly 

Chairm an  
Sec.-Treasurer 
M em ber  
M em ber 
M em ber 



W ARD S 4 & 5 FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF BIEN VILLE PARISH 
BIENV ILLE PARISH POLICE JU RY 

Ringgold, Louisiana 

Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Y ear Findings 
As of an d for the year  ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

n 

Year Finding Initially Occurred: 2002 

Description of Finding: Per 39:1305, the proposed budget shall be submitted and made 
available for public inspection no later than 15 days prior to the beginning of each fiscal 
year . In addition, th e District's budget policy as described in th e notes to th e finan cial 
statem ents states th at th e Fire District Clerk prepares a proposed budget an d subm its 
sam e to th e Boar d of com m issioners no later th an fifteen days prior to th e beginning of 

each fiscal year. Per review of minutes noted that the original budget was adopted on 
December 27, 2001, W e found no evidence supporting th e assertion th at th e budget w as  
subm itted an d m ade available for public inspection no later than  15 days prior to the 
beginning of th e fiscal year . 

Corrective Action Taken: Yes, for th e year ending December 31, 2003 the budget was 
m ade available for inspection an d adopted at an  open m eeting no later than  fifteen days 
prior to th e beghm ing of th e fiscal . 

Year Finding Initially Occurred: 2001 

Description offinding: W e noted several checks received by the District during the year, 
which w ere not deposited in a tim ely m anner. Som e dep osits w ere not m ad e until two 
month s after fim ds w ere received. For proper controls, we recomm end th at procedures be 
developed to ensure deposits be m ade on a tim ely bas is so th at revenues ar e appropriately 
recognized in th e fin an cial statem ents an d receipts ar e appropriately deposited with th e 
District 

Corrective Action Taken: Yes, for th e year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 deposits w ere m ade 
on a tim ely basis. 



W ARD S 4 & 5 FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF BIENVILLE PARISH 
BIEN VILLE PARISH POLICE JURY 

Ringgold, Louisiana 

h i- 

Corrective Action Plan  for Current Y ear Findings 
As of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2003 

ilatio 

Noted no findings required to be reported for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 

Section II - M anaeem ent Letter 

No m an agem ent letter w as issued for th e year ended D ecem ber 31, 2003 
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