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MANAGEMENT LETTE}~ 
']'hi-~ Honorable Charles A. Fuse]ier St. Martin Parish Sheriff St . Martinvi] ] e , LouJ siana 

phc,r,e ([~1~] ; ~; 41~1 
B[eau~ 8tlJ~ [ A C 1 113 [ as~ 8 oa. e~ 
~' , t< 408 w c,.t.., v,l.e ~mm,. t, Phone (~18 1,, ~ 

During our audit of the financial statements of the St. Martin Paris Sheriff a.~; of and for the year ended June 30, ]997 we noted a certain area which improvement ~n your financial practices may be desJ~'ab]e. Therefore, th fol lowing Jmprov~mellt is recommended: Reconci] J ations of bank accounts should be prepared monthly and on a timely basis. We wou]d like to express our appreciation to you and your office staff fo the courtesies and assistance rendered to us in the performance of our audit Should you have any questions or need assJ stance ~z3 ~mp] ement J ng ou recommeI~dation please feel free to contact us. 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, CertJf3ed ]~ublic Accountants 
Breaux Brid~e, Louisiana ] 99"/ 
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~er m~ ,nsr,tur'~ o~ 
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standards and Government AuditJno~S_tar!_d_a__rds, issued by the Comptroller Genera] ~,I the United StateE;. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit t< obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements al~e fl ec, ol mater/a] misstatement. An audit inc]udes examining, on a test basis, evidell.-.~ supporting the an~ounts and disclosures ilx the financial statements. An audit a~ includes as~'~ess:[ng the accounting principles used and sign5 ficant estimates made. b) management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentatJorl. ~~< believe that our audit provides a reasonable ba,~;is for our opinion. AS described more fully in Note I, the accompanying statements pre~< information only on the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) . Further, the accompany] statements have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which i~; COll.prehensJ ve basis of accounting other than generally accepted account J pri ncip] es . In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements referred to abc~:t present fairly, ~n all material ~-espects, the assets and l:iabi]Jties of the '1.~> Co]lector Fund of the St. Martin Pari~h Sheriff as of June 30, ]997 and t'l~ co]]ections, distributions and unsettled balances for the year then ended, o11 tuF basis of accounting described in Note i. 

1 society or Lc~,,~l~.,~ CERrI~IEO PUmlC ~cc,~,,T,: 



In accordance with Government__Audj j: J l~ St_andards dated November 20, 1997 oi] our consideration of the w,~ St . internal control over financial reporting and our tests certain provisions of laws and regulations. 

Breaux Bridge, LouJ siana November 20. 1997 

have also issued a r<,;, Martin Par~ sh SherJ $ of its compliance w 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaw~.n & Rainey, LLC Certified Public Accountants 



 



ASSETE; 

ST. MA]{TIN PARISH SHERIFF St. MartJnville, l, ouisiana Tax Co]lector Agency Fund 
Statement of Assets and Liabilities Olnle 30. 1997 

Cash and interest-bearing deposits 
LIABII, IT [ES Due to taxing bodies and others 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$3o 
$300,69( _==-: : 



 

ST. MARTIN PARISH SHERIFF St. MartJnville, Louisiana Tax Collector Agency Fund 
Statement of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Balances Year Ended June 30, 1997 

Unsettled balances at: July i, 1996 Co]lections: Ad valorem taxes State revenue sharing Sporting licenses Parish licenses ]interest Refunds and redemptions Tax notices, costs, etc Total collections 
Distributions : Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Louisiana Tax commission Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Teche-Vermi]ion Freshwater District St. Martin Pa:cjsh: Police Jury schoo] Board Assessor Hospital service districts Waterworks Distr~ct No. 2 Sewerage District NO. 1 Sheriff MunicSpalities Public Library Clerk of Court Pension Funds Refunds. etc. Total distributions Unsett]ed balances at June 30, 1997 
The accompanying [~otes are an Jntegxal p~rt of this statenent 

256,788 
11,247,760 987,921 145,774 27"?,532 44,669 21,306 14.642 12,739~604 
123., 19, 3, 182, 98. 
330 121 826 646 870 4,483,263 3,690,373 391,050 366,781 107,099 246,330 1,791,021 63,684 760,224 8,708 326.145 35 222 12,695~693 $ 300,696 



ST. MARTIN PARISH SHERIFF St. MartinvJlle, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
] ) Summa r~f_ of Sig!Lificant Accountine[_J)olicies As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution c 1974, the sheriff is the ex-offieio tax collector of the parish anc~ J responsib] e for the collection and distribution of ad w~tlorem property [.axe! parish occupational ] icenses, state revenue sharJ ng funds, and sport il l i cens~-s. Louisiana Revised Statute 24:537 (D) requires that the accounts of ea tax collector be audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying stateme reflects financial activJ ty of the Sheriff relating only to h responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this repo are also included in the Sheriff's genera] purpose [Jnancial statements. The accounts of the tax col lector are established to reflect th,. collections imposed by law, distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettle< halances due various taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been prepared o~ the cash basis of accounting, wJ t } collections recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. 
Inter~st-BearJnq Demosl State law authorizes the Sheriff domiciled in the parish where the funds Sheriff has interest-bearing deposits representing unsettled tax collections. 

to deposit tax collections in a ban~ are collected. At June 30, 199V, th< (hook balances) total ing $300,69(, June 30, :[997 of $365,634 are fully insurance. 
3) State Reventle Sharinq Funds 

Deposit balances (bank balances) secured through federal depos 
The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 38 of ]996 were dJstribut<< as follows: Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Teche-Vermilion Freshwater District St. Martin Parish: Police Jury School Board Sheriff Public Lihrary Assessor Muni cJpali t ies Pens J on Funds 

$ 32 ]] 370, "74! 262,2!4 ]09,02", 6],]6! 64 , "~![ 63,684 
$987,92 



ST. MARTIN PILRISH SHERIFF' St. MartJnvi]le, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Contir, ued 
Unsett] ed Balances The un,~;ettled cash ba]ance at June 30, 3997 ol $300,696 consist.q of $49,035 in motor vehicle property taxes, $204,334 in ad valorem taxes, $]9, 7( in sporting licenses, $]2,296 ill parish licenses, $14,882 in interest, and $388 ill other collections. 
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KOLDE, R, CHAMPAGNE, SLAVEN & RAINEY, LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON ]NTERNA CONTROL OVER FIN]iNCIAI, REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVF, R~ENT AUDiTiNG STANDARDS 
The Honorable Charles A. Yuselier St. Martin Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Tax Co]]ector St . Martinvi] le, LouJ siana 

p o h,, ~ ;<,.,~ Lafay,dte LA ,'3,!*~ 23~ Roe 1~.~ J,, #a :1 [ afay,,Eto t A , .,'4e Phone (318j 2' 12 ~ 141 ~' , E~, ,,s, s,eau, 8,,d~, L~ d ' 113 { as~ I~" d4e t,,,q Breau, B, idg~ L ~ / ,.1, Phone 1:418 3 :, 4 ,2; Fa, (318 3 ,' .>8f' Villa Pla~e i~ 7~5~ 40~W C:o~ ,, L,.,~ Mille Plat1,, L ~ 7 ~;,,~;, Phone (318, 3,3 ,,,s,, 

We have audited the Tax Col]ector Fund (agency fund} financial statements :I the St. Ma~:t~-~ Parish Sberiff as of a~.d for the year ended June 30, 3997, and ha.J~ Jssued our report thereon dated November 20, 1997. ~ur report states that t'~ ~;tatement Of assets and liabilities and the statement of collections, di stribut ion , and unsettled balances have been prepared on the cash basis of accounting which i~ a comprehensive basis of accounting other than genera]ly accepted account :in,: prJ nciples, We conducted our audit in accordance with geneYa]]y accepted audit i standards and the standards applicab]e to financ:Jal audits contained in Gore] illft< Auditi~ Standards :issued by the Comptrcl]ler Genera] of the United States Com~iance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the St. Martin Pal i~} Sheriff's f inancia] statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tc'!:t~ of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contract~; ,{~,( grants, noncompliance with which cou]d have a direct and material effect o]I tl( det~rmination of financi~l statement amounts. However, pro~iding all opJl]ic)n ( l compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, according ]), we do not expYess such an opinion. of noncompliance that is required to which is described be]ow. The results of our tests disclosed an install~ be reported ul]der Government Auditin~ Standa~< 
Noncompliance wit:]] Louisiana Fiscal Aqency and Cash Manaqement I,aw 
1'he St. HaFt in Parish Sheriff did not comply with Louisiana Revised Statut ( (LSA R.S.) 39:1225. This statute statE~s that; the amotmt of funds on deposit wit financial institutions must, at a].l times, be one hundred percent secured. 'Jh Sheziff had inad~'quate security at one financial institution at December 31, ]9!i 5n the approximate amount of $150,000. 

~LM~E R O+ ~ER~C~ ISSln~t O' 



Recommendation The Sheriff should have procedures in place that ensure that deposit: adequately secu~'ed at all times. Response: The Sheriff intends to ensure that deposits are adequately secured i 
Internal Contro_{ Over Financial ReDortJnq In planning and performing our audit, we considered the St. Martin Pa~ J s) Sheriff's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine (LI~ auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the flnancJ~L statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financ~a reporting. }Iowever, we noted a certain matter involving the internal control ov(~ financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condit i o:l Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention re] atin<! t < significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control ov(I financial reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Zt. ~a~ ~ ]~ ParJ sh SherJ ff ' s: abJ lity to record, process, summarize and report f inancia] d )t consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. *If,< reportable condition noted is described below. Inadeauate Seqreqation of Account Finding the small segregation of functions Recommendation 

number of employees, the Sheriff did not have adcqui,t within the accounting system. 
Based upon the size of the operation and the cost benefit of additJo personnel, it may nc)t be feasible to achieve complete segregation of duties. Response: No respomse is considered necessar] A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one <)r more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low ]{~v< [ the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to th{ financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a time]. period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. (u~ consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessa~ J ] disclose a] 1 matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditJ oli~ and[, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that a~ al~o considered to be material weaknesses. We believe the reportable condJ~J<< described above Js a material weakness. We also noted another matter involving [I< J nternal control over financial report ing that we have reported to management of t h~ St. Martin Parish Sheriff in a separate letter dated November 20, 1997. 



 


