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W e have audited the accompanying financial statement of the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) of the 
St. Jam es Parish Sheriff for the year ended June 30, 1999 as listed in the table of contents. This financial 
statem ent is the responsibility of the St. James Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Tax Collector. Our responsibility 
is to express an opinion on this financial statem ent based on our audit. 

W e 
applicable 
General of 

conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and the standards 
to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing; Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 

assurance about whether the financial statement is free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statem ent. An 
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, 
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a 
reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As described m ore fully in Note 1, the accompanying financial statement presents inform ation only on 
the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund). Further, the accompanying statement of collections, distributions, and 
unsettled balances has been prepared on a cash basis of accounting which is a comprehensive basis of 
accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. 

In our opinion, tile accompanying financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all material 
respects, the collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund of the St. )ames 
Parish Sheriff for the year ended June 30, 1999, on the basis of accounting described in Note 1. 

In accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated September 17, 
1999 on our consideration of the Tax Collector Fund of the St. Jam es Parish Sheriffs internal control structure 
and its compliance with laws and regulations. 

Our audit was performed for tile purpose of form ing an opinion on the statement of collections, 
distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund (Agency Fund) of the St. James Parish Sheriff. 
The year 2000 supplem entary inform ation on page 8 is not a required part of the basic financial statem ents, 
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but is supplementary information required by the Govern mental Accounting Standards Board. W e have 
applied certain lim ited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the 
m ethods of measurement and presentation of the supplementary  inform ation, however, we did not audit the 
inform ation and do not express an opinion on it. In addition, we do not provide assurance that St. James 
Parish Sheriff is or will become year 2000 compliant, that the Sheriff's year 2000 remediation efforts will bc 
successful in whole or in part, or that parties with which the Sheriff does business are or will become year 
2000 com pliant. 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
Septem ber 17, 1999 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 
Certified Public A ccountants 



FINANCIAL STATEM ENT 



ST. JAM ES PARISH SHERIFF 
Convent, Louisiana 

Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Statement of Collections, Distributions, and Unsettled Balances 
Year Ended June 30. 1999 

Unsettled balances, July 1, 1998 

Collections: 
Ad valorem taxes 
Payment in lieu of taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Sporting licenses 
Interest on - 
Delinquent taxes 
Taxes paid under protest 
Tim e deposit 
Refunds and redem ptions 
Tax notices, etc. 
Louisiana Tax Comm ission 

Total collections 

Tota 

Distributions: 
Louisiana Departm ent of Agriculture 
Louisiana Departm ent of Treasury 
Louisiana Departm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 
St. Jam es Parish - 
Council 
School Board 
Clerk of Court 
Sheriff 

Assessor 
M unicipalities 
Refunds and redemptions 
Pension funds 
Advertising costs 

Total distributions 

Unsettled balances, June 30, 1999 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

$ 365.715 

22,301,615 
1,370,929 
452,964 

29.015 

5,216 
7,063 

33,958 
18,949 
3,906 
4,346 

24.227.961 

24,593,676 

6,531 
841,958 
24,663 
4,288 

9,534,847 
7,813,479 

732 
4,869,068 
324,057 
121,458 
352,628 
610,726 
1,486 

24,505,921 

$ 87.755 



(2) 

(3) 

ST. JAM ES PARISH SHERIFF 
Convent, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ent 

Summ ary of Significant Accountin~ Policies 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Sheriff is the 
ex-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad 
valorem property taxes, state revenue sharing funds and sporting licenses. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be audited 
annually. Accordingly, the accom panying financial statem ent reflects financial activity of the Sheriff 
relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this report are also 
included in the Sheriffs annual general purpose financial statements. 

The accounts of the tax collector are established to reflect the collections im posed by law , 

distributions pursuant to such law, and unsettled balances due various taxing bodies and others. The 
accom panying financial statement has been prepared oil the cash basis of accounting, w ith collections 
recognized when received and distributions reflected when paid. 

lnterest-Bearin~ Denosits 

State law authorizes the Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank dom iciled in the parish 
where the funds are collected. At June 30, 1999, the Sheriff has interest-bearing deposits totaling 
$87,755 (book balances). These deposit balances of $96,689 (bank balances), representing unsettled 
tax collections, are fully secured through federal deposit insurance. 

State Revenue Sharine Funds 

The revenue sharing funds received during the year were distributed as follows 

Louisiana Department of the Treasury 
St. Jam es Parish: 
Council 

School Board 

Sheriff - 
Law Enforcem ent D istrict 

Com m ission 
Assessor 

M unicipalities 
Pension Funds 

Tota 

$ 34,370 

146,571 

92,141 

57,348 

88,155 
13,095 

6,500 
14,784 

$452,964 



(4) Taxes Paid Under Protes 

ST. JAM ES PARISH SHERI FF 
Convent, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statement (Continued) 

The unsettled balances at June 30, 1999, include $83,104 of taxes paid under protest and 
interest earned to date on the investm ent of these funds. These funds are held pending resolution of 
the protest. 



O TH ER SUPPLEM ENTARY INFORM A TION 



ST. JAM ES PARISH SHERIFF 
Convent, Louisiana 

Impact of Year 2000 on Computer Programs (Unaudited) 
Year Ended June 30, 1999 

The Year 2000 issue is the result of computer programs being written using tw o digits 
rather than four to define the applicable year. Any of the Sheriffs computer program s that have 
tim e sensitive softw are m ay recognize a date using "00" as the year 1900 rather than the year 
2000. This could result in a system failure or m iscalculations causing disruptions of operations, 
including among other things, a temporary inability to process transactions or engage in sim ilar 
normal business activities. 

The Sheriff has com pleted an inventory  of computer system s and other electronic 
equipm ent that may be affected by the year 2000 issue, th at are necessary to conducting 
operations and have identified such systems as being the Sheriffs mainframe and personal 
com puters used for financial reporting purposes. 

~ The St. Jam es Parish Sheriffs system and personal computers have been 
assessed, rem ediated, and validated. 

Remaining contracted amounts that are committed to this project are undetermined as of June 
30, 1999. 

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of 
related rem ediation efforts will not be fully determ inable until the year 2000 and thereafter. 
M anagement cannot assure that the Sheriff is or will be Year 2000 ready, that the Sheriff's 
remediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part, or that parties with whom the Sheriff 
does business will be year 2000 ready. The Sheriff is utilizing external resources to identify and 
test the system s for Year 2000 compliance. 
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This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent. However
, this report is a matter of public 

record and its distribution is not limited. 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
Septem ber 17, 1999 

K older, Champagne, Slaven & R ainey, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 



 


