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DESOTO PARISH TOURISM COMMISSION 
 Mansfield, Louisiana 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
As of and for the year ended December 31, 2023 

 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

C. MEASUREMENT FOCUS/ BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (continued) 

The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues. Occupancy taxes are recorded in the year in which the taxes are collected. 
Intergovernmental revenues and grants are recognized when received. Interest income on deposits 
is recorded monthly when the interest is earned and credited to the account. 

Expenditures. Salaries are recorded when employee services are paid. Purchases of various 
operating supplies are recorded as expenditures in the accounting period in which they are 
purchased. Substantially all other expenditures are recognized when the related liability is incurred.  

D. ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 

Cash and Investments 
Cash includes amounts in demand accounts, and interest-bearing demand and savings accounts.  
Investments includes only certificate of deposit accounts with maturities of one year or more. Under state 
law, the Tourism Commission may deposit funds with a fiscal agent organized under the laws of 
Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of the United States. The Tourism 
Commission may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes and bills, government-backed agency 
securities, or certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national 
banks having principal offices in Louisiana. 

Accounts Receivable 
The receivable balance for the governmental activities is primarily occupancy taxes, and a payroll tax 
overpayment. Substantially all receivables are considered to be fully collectible, and no allowance for 
uncollectible is used. 

Compensated Absences 
Vested or accumulated vacation leave or compensatory time earned that is expected to be liquidated with 
expendable available financial resources are reported as expenditures and a fund liability of the 
governmental fund that will pay it. Amounts of compensated absences not expected to be liquidated with 
expendable available financial resources are not reported in the fund financial statements. No accrued 
current expenditures are reported in the governmental funds, as the amounts are considered immaterial. 

The full liability and related costs are reported in the government-wide financial statements. The non-
current portion represents a reconciling item between the fund and government-wide statements. 

Employees of the Tourism Commission earn 5 to 20 days of vacation leave depending on their length of 
service. Leave is accrued but not available during the first six months of employment. Unused vacation 
can be carried over to the subsequent year. Employees can be paid up to 300 hours of accumulated 
vacation at termination of employment.   

Regular full-time employees earn 5 days of sick leave per year. Employees can carry over up to 20 days 
of sick leave per year. Sick leave is not paid out at termination of employment. The Tourism Commission 
had no compensated absences at December 31, 2023. 

Capital Assets 

Capital assets, which include property, plant, and equipment, are reported in the government-wide 
financial statements. Capital assets are capitalized at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is 
not available. Donated assets are recorded as capital assets at their estimated fair market value at the 
date of donation. The Tourism Commission maintains a threshold level of $1,000 or more for capitalizing 
capital assets. The cost of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the asset or 
materially extend asset lives are not capitalized. 
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D G 
Independent Accountant’s Report on Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures 

 
 
To the Board of Commissioners of the 
DeSoto Parish Tourism Commission 
Mansfield, Louisiana  
 
We have performed the procedures enumerated below, which were agreed to by the management of the 
DeSoto Parish Tourism Commission (Tourism Commission) and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana 
(the specified parties), on the Tourism Commission’s compliance with certain laws and regulations contained 
in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire during the fiscal year ended December 31, 2023, 
as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide. Management 
of the Tourism Commission is responsible for its financial records and compliance with applicable laws and 
regulations. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified parties. 
Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures enumerated below 
either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 
 
Public Bid Law 
1. Obtain documentation for all expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding 

$60,000, and public works exceeding $250,000. Compare the documentation for these expenditures to 
R.S. 38:2211-2296 (the public bid law) or R.S. 39:1551-39:1775 (the state procurement code), whichever 
is applicable, and report whether the expenditures were made in accordance with these laws. 

No expenditures were made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $60,000 or public 
works exceeding $250,000. 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 
2. Obtain from management a list of the immediate family members of each board member as defined by 

LSA-RS 42:1101-1124 (the code of ethics). 

Management provided me with the required list including the noted information. 

3. Obtain from management a listing of all employees paid during the fiscal year. 

Management provided us with the required list. 

4. Report whether any employees’ names appear on both lists obtained Procedures 2 and 3. 

None of the employees included on the list of employees provided by management (agreed-upon 
procedure No. 3) appeared on the list provided by management in agreed-upon procedure No. 2. 

5. Obtain a list of all disbursements made during the year, and a list of outside business interests of board 
members, employees, and board members’ and employees’ immediate families. Report whether any 
vendors appear on both lists. 

A list of disbursements was obtained. None of the business interests were also found as a vendor. 

Budgeting 
6. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments. 

Management provided us with a copy of the original budget and all amendments to the original 
budget. 
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7. Trace documentation for the adoption of the budget and approval of any amendments to the minute 
book, and report whether there are any exceptions.  

The Board adopted the original budget on November 15, 2022. It was amended on November 14, 
2023.  

8. Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures. Report 
whether actual revenues failed to meet budgeted revenues by 5% or more, and whether actual 
expenditures exceeded budged amounts by 5% or more.  

We compared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenue and 
expenditures. Actual revenues for the year were less than budgeted amounts by $32,495 (12.31%). 
Total actual expenditures were more than budgeted amounts by $19,970 (3.58%). 

Management response: Management made an error in preparing the amended budget resulting in the 
revenue budget exception. There was a considerable loss in occupancy tax from May-October due to a 
correction by the DeSoto Parish Police jury for occupancy tax collection procedures. A new resolution was 
adopted in November and occupancy tax collection returned to normal levels. Management has been made 
aware that the budget still must be adjusted in such cases for audit purposes.  

Accounting and Reporting 
9. Obtain the list of disbursements made during the fiscal year. Randomly select six disbursements and 

obtain documentation from management for these disbursements. Compare the selected disbursements 
to the supporting documentation, and  

(a) Report whether the six disbursements agree to the amount and payee in the supporting 
documentation. 

We examined supporting documentation for each of the six selected disbursements and 
found that payment was for the proper amount and made to the correct payee. 

  (b) Report whether the six disbursement are coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

 Payments were found to be properly coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

(c) Report whether the six disbursements were approved in accordance with policies and procedures  

The payments were found to be approved in accordance with policies and procedures. 

Meetings 
10. Obtain evidence from management to support that agendas for meetings recorded in the minute book 

were posted or advertised as required by RS 42:11 through 42:28 (the open meeting law) and report 
whether there are any exceptions. 

Meeting agendas were found to be posted as required. 

Debt 
11. Obtain bank deposit slips for the fiscal year and scan the deposit slips in order to identify and report 

whether there are any deposits that appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. If 
any such proceeds are identified, obtain from management evidence of approval by the State Bond 
Commission, and report any exceptions. 

We inspected deposits for the period under examination and found no indication of new bank loans, 
bonds, or like indebtedness in 2023. 

Advances and Bonuses 
12. Obtain the list of payroll disbursements and meeting minutes of the governing board, if applicable. Scan 

these documents to identify and report whether there are any payments or approval of payments to 
employees that may constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 

We inspected payroll records for the year and noted no instances which would indicate payments to 
employees which would constitute bonuses, advances, or gifts. 
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State Audit Law 
13. Report whether the agency provided for a timely report in accordance with R.S. 24:513. 

The report was filed timely. 

14. Inquire of management and report whether the agency entered into any contracts that utilized state funds 
as defined in R.S. 39:72.1 A(2); and that were subject to the public bid law (R.S. 38:2211, et seq.), while 
the agency was not in compliance with R.S. 24:513 (the audit law). 

Management did not enter into any contracts that utilized state funds.  

Other Matters, Concerns, Suggestions, Recommendations, and/ or Comments 
15. Discuss any other matters, concerns, suggestions, recommendations and/ or comments determined 

during the performance of attestation procedures. 

 None. 

Prior-Year Comments and Recommendations 
16. Review any prior-year suggestions, recommendations, and or comments to determine the extent to 

which such matters have been resolved. 

 Budget exception in prior year. Unresolved in current year. 

This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and the standards applicable to 
attestation engagements contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the United States 
Comptroller General. We were not engaged to and did not conduct an examination or review, the objective of 
which would be the expression of an opinion or conclusion, respectively, on the Tourism Commission’s 
compliance with the foregoing matters. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion or conclusion. Had 
we performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would have been 
reported to you. 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of testing performed on the Tourism Commission’s 
compliance with certain laws and regulations contained in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation 
Questionnaire, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit 
Guide, and the result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on control or compliance. Accordingly, this 
report is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed 
by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor as a public document. 
 

 
Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
 
Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
Mansfield, Louisiana  
April 25, 2024 
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L.OUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
(For Attestation Engagements of Governmental Agencies) 

DATE: February 28, 2024 

Dees Gardner, Certified Public Accountants, LLC 
122 Jefferson Street 
Mansfield, LA 71052 

In connection with your engagement to apply agreed-upon procedures to the control and compliance matters 
identified below, as of December 31, 2023 and for the year then ended, and as required by Louisiana 
Revised Statute (R,S.) 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, we make the following 
representations to you. 

Public Bid Law 

lt is true that we have complied with the state proc€.irement code (R.S. 39:1551 — 39:1755); the public bid law 
(R.S. 38:2211-2296), and, where applicable, the regulations of the Division of Administration and the State 
Purchasing Office. 

Yes [IX No [ ] NIA [ 

Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 

It is true that no employees or officials have accepted anything of value, whether in the form of a service, 
loan, or promise, from anyone that would constitute a violation of R.S. 42:1101-1124. 

Yes [v(No [ NIA [ ] 

It is true that no member of the immediate family of any member of the governing authority, or the chief 
executive of the governmental entity, has been employed by the governmental entity after April 1, 1980, 
under circumstances that wouid constitute a violation of R.S. 42:1119. 

Yes [410 [ ] NIA [ ] 

Budgeting 

We have complied with the state budgeting requirements of the Local Government Budget Act (R.S. 
39:1301-'15), R.S. 39:33, or the budget requirements of R.S. 39:1331-1342, as applicable. 

Yes 4/1"  No [ ] N/A [ ] 

Accounting and Reporting 

All non-exempt governmental records are available as a public record and have been retained for at least 
three years, as required by R.S. 44:1, 44:7, 44:31, and 44:36. 

Yes [ v]/ No [ N/A [ 1 

We have filed our annual financial staternents in accordance with R.S. 24:514, and 33:453 where applicable. 
Yes [ No [ ] N/A [ 

We have had our financial statements reviewed in accordance with R.S. 24:513. 
Yes [vc/No [ ] N/A [ 

We did not enter into any contracts that utilized state funds as defined in R.S. 39:72.1 A. (2); and that were 
subject to the public bid law (R.S. 38:2211, et seq.), while the agency was not in compliance with R.S. 
24:513 (the audit law). 

Yes [1/(No [ ] N/A [ ] 

We have complied with R.S. 24:513 A. (3) regarding disclosure of compensation, reimbursements, benefits 
and other payments to the agency head, political subdivision head, or chief executive office 

Yes [ No [ N/A [ ] 
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We have complied with R.S. 24:515.2 regarding reporting of pre- anti post- adjudication court costs, fines 
and fees assessed or imposed; the amounts collected; the amounts outstanding; the amounts retained; the 
amounts disbursed, and the amounts received from disbursements. 

Yes [ I No [ ] N/A [l( 

Meetings 

We have complied with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, provided in R.S. 42:11 through 42:28. 

Yes No [ ] N/A [ ] 

Debt 

It is true we have not incurred any indebtedness, other than credit for 90 days or less to make purchases in 
the ordinary course of administration, nor have we entered into any lease-purchase agreements, without the 
approval of the State Bond Commission, as provided by Article VII, Section 8 of the 1974 Louisiana 
Constitution, Article VI, Section 33 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and R.S. 39:14'10.6 -1410.65. 

Yes [r  No [ NIA [ ] 

Advances and Bonuses 

It is true we have not advanced wages or salaries to employees or paid bonuses in violation of Article Vll, 
Section 14 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, R.S. 14:138, and AG opinion 79-729. 

Yes [ No [ ] N/A [ ] 

Prior-Year Comments 

We have resolved all prior-year recommendations and/or comments. 

Yes [v]i No [ ] N/A [ ] 

General 

We acknowledge that we are responsible for the Agency's compliance with the foregoing laws and 
regulations and the intemal controls over compliance with such laws and regulations. 

Yes [ No [ NIA [ 

We acknowledge that we are responsible for determining that t the procedures performed are appropriate 
for the purposes of this engagement. 

Yes [V(No [ ] N/A [ 

We have evaluated our coinpliance with these laws and regulations prior to making these representations. 

Yes [ vf No [ ] N/A [ ] 

We have provided you with all relevant information and access under the terms of our agreement. 

Yes No [ NIA [ 

We have disclosed to you all known noncompliance of the foregoing laws and regulations, as well as any 
contradictions to the foregoing representations. 

Yes [4o [ ] N/A [ ] 

We are not aware of any material misstatements in the information we have provided to you. 

Yes [ No [ ] N/A [ ] 

We have disclosed to you any communications from regulatory agencies, internal auditors, other independent 
practitioners or consultants, and others concerning noncompliance with the foregoing laws and regulations, 
including communications received during the period under examination; and will disclose to you any such 
communication received between the end of the period under examination and the date of your report. 

Yes [ No [ ] NIA [ ] 
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"K-AiTL(14--  

We will disclose to you, the Legislative Auditor, and the applicable state grantor agencylagenc€es all known 
noncompliance and other events subsequent to the date of this representation and the date of your report 
that could have a material effect on our compliance with laws and regulations and the internal controls with 
such laws and regulations, or would require adjustment or modification to the results of the agreed-upon 
procedures. 

Yes [ , N/A [ ] 

The previous responses have been made to the best of our belief and knowledge. 

Secretary  Date 

Treasurer  () ; I / 1--°  2-4 Date 

President  5 Date 
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