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December 19, 2019 

The Members of the 
St, Tammany Parish School Board 

and the Citizens of St Tammany Pansh 
Covington, Louisiana 

The comprehensive annual financial report of the St. Tammany Parish School Board (the School 
Board) for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019, is hereby submitted. Responsibility for both the 
accuracy of the data and the completeness and fairness of the presentation, including all 
disclosures, rests with the School Board, To the best of our knowledge and belief, the enclosed 
data are accurate in all material respects and are reported in an objective manner to present the 
financial position and results of operations of the School Board. All disclosures necessary to 
enable the reader to gain an understanding of the School Board's financial activities have been 
included. 

LaPorte CPAs and Business Advisors has issued an unmodified (clean) opinion on the St. 
Tammany Parish School Board's financial statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019. 
The independent auditor's report is located at the front of the financial section of the report. 
Management's discussion and analysis (MDSA) immediately follows the independent auditor's 
report and provides a narrative introduction, overview, and analysis of the basic financial 
statements. MD&A complements this letter of transmittal and should be read in conjunction 
with it 

The School Board Is required to undergo an annual single audit In conformity with the provisions 
of the Single Audit Act, as amended, and the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Fee/era/ Awards (Uniform Guidance). Information related to this single audit, 
and located in the Single Audit Section of this report, Includes the schedule of expenditures of 
federal awards, schedule of findings and questioned costs, the report on internal control over 
financial reporting and on compliance and other matters based on an audit of financial statements 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards, the report on compliance for each 
major federal program, the report on internal control over compliance, and the report on schedule 
of expenditures of federal awards required by the Uniform Guidance. 

This report includes all funds and activities for which the School Board exercises financial 
accountability. The School Board is a legislative body authorized to govern the public education 
system of St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana (the Parish). A 15-member board governs the school 
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system with each member serving a concurrent four-year term. The current board's term will 
expire in December 2022. 

PROFILE OF SCHOOL BOARD 

It is the responsibility of the School Board to make public education available to the residents of 
the Parish, Including instructional personnel, instructional facilities, administrative support, 
business services, operation and maintenance, and bus transportation. The School Board 
provides a full range of public education services appropriate to grade levels ranging from pre-
kindergarten through grade 12. These Include regular and enriched academic education, special 
education for qualifying students, and career/technical education. The school system has a 
current enrollment of 38,774 as of October 1, 2019, which Includes 1,633 pre-kindergarten 
students. 

The School Board is authorized to establish public schools as it deems necessary, provide 
adequate school facilities for the children of the Parish, determine the number of teachers to be 
employed, and determine the local supplement to their salaries. School Board members are 
elected by the public and are a policy making body with primary responsibilities for the hiring of 
the Superintendent, approving the budget, and final accountability for financial matters. The 
School Board is not Included within any other governmental reporting entity. See footnote 1A for 
more information. 

ECONOMIC CONDITION AND OUTLOOK 

St. Tammany Parish Is one of the southeastern parishes (counties) of Louisiana and covers an 
area of 1,141 square miles. St. Tammany Parish Is located directly north of New Orleans on the 
north shore of Lake Pontchartraln. The Parish's population and economic base continues to 
expand. The population of St. Tammany Parish Is estimated at 260,200. 

The economy of St. Tammany Parish is primarily residential, which has brought an influx of retail 
and service establishments, corporate headquarters, and shopping centers. Residents are 
employed In a variety of diverse industries ranging from agriculture to space-aged technology. 
St. Tammany Parish's transportation accessibility, low business costs, availability of talent, low 
crime rate, and first-rate medical facilities encourage continued growth. 

St. Tammany Parish's largest industries include transportation (maritime, transportation 
equipment manufacturing, and warehousing/distribution), business and professional services 
(banking, finance, insurance, design), and scientific and technical services (tech/software 
development, research and development, and life sciences). 

Using the latest data available, there were 3,066 new business filings in 2018, New business 
filings have grown more than 20% over the past 3 years (2016-2018). The average 
unemployment rate (4.2%) remained lower than the average rate for the State of Louisiana 
(4.9%). The number of residential permits only decreased by .02%, and the number of 
commercial building permits remained constant. Total sales and sales tax collections in the 
Parish increased by 6.0%. 

Student enrollment has increased by approximately 2,100 since 2009. This increase in student 
enrollment has resulted in State funding to the District being Increased by millions of dollars. The 
October 1,2018 enrollment approved for the purpose of funding by the State was 37,838 students, 
which was 129 students less than the October 1, 2017 State enrollment count This count 

VI 


