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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

To the Indigent Public Defender
Twenty-Seventh Judicial District
Public Defender Office
Opelousas, Louisiana

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and the major fund of
the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office as of and for the year ended June 30, 2021, and
the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District
Public Defender basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation
of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor’'s Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our
audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement,

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the assessment
of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making
those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal controi relevant to the entity's preparation and fair
presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal
control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
audit opinions.

P. O. Box 1549

4766 1-49 North Service Road 112 Fountain Bend Dr.
Opelousas, Louisiana 70570 Lafayette, LA 70506
Phone: 337-948-4848 Phone: 337-984-9717

Fax: 337-948-6109 Fax: 337-984-5544
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Opinions

In cur opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
respective financial position of the governmental activities and the major fund of Twenty-Seventh Judicial
District Public Defender Office, as of June 30, 2021, and the respective changes in financial position thereof
for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America.

Other Matters

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary
comparison schedule on page 19 be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such
information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental
Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the
basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied
certain fimited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the
methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management's
responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit
of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information
because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide
any assurance.

Management has omitted the management's discussion and analysis that accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the basic financial
statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting
for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. Qur
opinion on the basic financia! statements is not affected by this missing information.

Other Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively
comprise the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender basic financial statements. The other
supplementary information on pages 20 and 21 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a
required part of the basic financial statements.

The other supplementary information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and relates
directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements. Such
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial
statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly
to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic
financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the Schedule of Compensation, Benefits
and Other Payments to Agency Head or Chief Executive Officer and the Justice Funding Schedule -
Receiving Schedule is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a
whole,
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Gavernment Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 14,
2021, on our consideration of Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office’s internal control over
financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts,
and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our
testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not fo
provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office’s
internal contral over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed
in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District
Public Defender Office’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

s %b’cﬁ
Opelousas, Louisiana
December 14, 2021



BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS




GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (GWFS)



TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
JUNE 30, 2021
GENERAL FUND

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $ 268,830
Revenue receivable — court costs 41,182
Capital assets (net) 1,400

Total assets 311,412
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable 6,782
Other accrued liabilities 526

Total liabilities 7,308
NET POSITION
Net investment in capital assets 1,400
Unrestricted 302,704

Total net position 304,104

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.



TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

NET (EXPENSES)
REVENUES AND
PROGRAM REVENUES CHANGE IN
FEES, FINES, AND OPERATING NET POSITION
CHARGES FOR GRANTS AND GOVERNMENTAL
ACTIVITIES EXPENSES SERVICES CONTRIBUTIONS ACTIVITIES
Governmental Activities
General government $ 1,059,120 $482,992 $ 609,265 $ 33137
Total governmental
activities 1,059,120 482,992 609,265 33,137
General Revenues
Interest and investment earnings 865
Total general revenues 865
Change in net position 34,002
Net position — July 1, 2020 270,102
Net position — June 30, 2021 304,104

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOQUSAS, LOUISIANA
BALANCE SHEET
GOVERNMENTAL FUND
JUNE 30, 2021

GENERAL FUND
ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $ 268,830
Revenue receivable - court costs 41,182
Total assets 310,012
LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable $ 6,782
Other accrued liabilities 526
Total liabilities 7,308
FUND BALANCE
Fund balance
Unassigned 302,704
Total fund balance 302,704
Total liabilities and fund balance 310,012

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.



TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
RECONCILIATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUND'S BALANCE SHEET
TO THE STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
JUNE 30, 2021

Total fund balance for the governmental fund

at June 30, 2021 $ 302,704
Cost of capital assets at June 30, 2021 $ 10,743

Less: Accumulated depreciation as of June 30, 2021 (8,343) 1,400
Net position at June 30, 2021 304,104

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.



TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
GOVERNMENTAL FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

GENERAL FUND
REVENUES
Fines
Court Cost
Judicial district courts $ 250,811
City courts 98,136
Condition of probation 2,696
Criminal bond fee 75,309
Indigent defense application fee 56,040
District assistance fund 609,265
Interest 865
Total revenues 1,093,122
EXPENDITURES
General government - judicial
Current
Retained indigent defenders 872,626
Salaries 127,432
Payroll taxes 10,501
Witness fees 5777
Legal notices 30
Accounting 8,845
Telephone 15,406
Office supplies 2,526
Bank charges, check printing 1,385
Law library, journals and subscriptions 12,681
Other 1,500
Total expenditures 1,058,719
NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 34,403
FUND BALANCE, beginning of year 268,301
FUND BALANCE, end of year 302,704

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.



TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOQUSAS. LOUISIANA
RECONCILIATION OF THE STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND
CHANGES IN THE FUND BALANCE OF THE GOVERNMENTAL FUND
TO THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

Total net change in the fund balance for the year ended

June 30, 2021 per Statement of Revenues,
Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance $ 34,403

Depreciation expense $ (401) (401)

Total change in net position for the year ended
June 30, 2021 per Statement of Activities 34,002

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office was established in compliance with Louisiana
Revised Statutes 15:144-149, to provide and compensate counsel appointed to represent indigents in
criminal and quasi-criminal cases on the district court level.

The accompanying financial statements of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office have
been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-
setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles.

The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies and practices of the Twenty-Seventh
Judicial District Public Defender Office.

A. FINANCIAL REPORTING ENTITY

For financial reporting purposes, the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office is a part of the
district court system of the State of Louisiana. However, the state statutes that create the district boards also
give each of the boards control over all their operations. This includes the hiring and retention of employees,
authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. The Twenty-
Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office is financially independent and operates autonomously from
the State of Louisiana and independently from the district court system. Therefore, the Board reports as an
independent reporting entity and the financial statements include only the transactions of the Twenty-
Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office.

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION
Government-wide Financial Statements (GWFS). The Statement of Net Position and the Statement of

Activities display information on all of the nonfiduciary activities of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public
Defender Office. They inciude all funds of the reporting entity. For the most part, the effect of interfund
activity has been removed from these statements. Governmental activities, which normally are supported by
taxes and intergovernmental revenues, are reported separately from business-type activities, which rely to a
significant extent on fees and charges for support. Fiduciary funds are not included in the GWFS.

The Statement of Activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given function or
segment are offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are specifically associated with a
program or function and, therefore, are clearly identifiable to a particular function. Indirect expenses of other
functions are not allocated to those functions but are reported separately in the Statement of Activities.
Program revenues include (a) fees and charges paid by the recipients of goods or services offered by the
programs, and (b) grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the operational or capital
requirements of a particular program. Revenues that are not classified as program revenues, including ail
taxes, are presented as general revenues.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION (Continued)

Fund Financial Statements. The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office uses funds to report
on its financial position and the results of its operations. A fund is an independent fiscal and accounting entity
with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and
expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in
individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending
activities are controlled. The fund presented in the financial statements is described as follows:

Governmental Fund

General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund. 1t is used to account for all financial
resources.

C. MEASUREMENT FOCUS/BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

Measurement focus is a term used to describe “which” transactions are recorded within the various financial
statements. Basis of accounting refers to “when” transactions are recorded regardless of the measurement
focus applied.

Measurement Focus

On the government-wide Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities, the governmental
activities are presented using the economic resources measurement focus.

In the fund financial statements, the "current financial resources” measurement focus or the "economic
resources” measurement focus is used as appropriate:

a. The fund financial statements utilize a “current financial resources” measurement focus. Only
current financial assets and liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their
operating statements present sources and uses of available spendable financial resources
during a given period. These funds use fund balance as their measure of available spendable
financial resources at the end of the period.

b.  The government-wide financial statements utilize an “economic resources" measurement focus.
The accounting objective of this measurement focus is the determination of operating income,
changes in net position and financial position. All assets and liabilities (whether current or
noncurrent) associated with their activities are reported.

Basis of Accounting

In the government-wide Statement of Net Position and Statement of Activities, the governmental activities
are presented using the accrual basis of accounting. Under the accrual basis of accounting, revenues are
recognized when earned and expenses are recorded when the liability is incurred, or economic asset used,
Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets, and liabilittes resulting from exchange and exchange-like
transactions are recognized when the exchange takes place.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

C. MEASUREMENT FOCUS/BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (Continued)

Basis of Accounting (Continued)

Governmental fund financial statements are reported using the current financial resources measurement
focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized as soon as they are both
measurable and available. Revenues are considered to be available when they are collectible within the
current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. For this purpose, the
government considers revenues to be available if they are collected within 60 days of the end of the current
fiscal period. Expenditures (including capital outlay) generally are recorded when a liability is incurred, as
under accrual accounting.

D. REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND EXPENSES

Operating Revenues and Expenses

Operating revenues and expenses are those that result from providing services and producing and delivering
goods andfor services. It also includes all revenues and expenses not related to capital and related
financing, noncapital financing or investing acfivities.

Court costs, restitution, and bail bond fees are recorded in the month collected by the appropriate collection
authority.

Expenditures/Expenses

In the government-wide financial statements, expenses are classified by function for the governmental
activities.

In the fund financial statements, expenditures are classified as follows:
Governmental Fund — By Character

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds report expenditures of financial resources,

E. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS

Cash includes amounts in interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents
include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less.

Under state law the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office may deposit funds with any bank
located within the state and organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, any other state in the union,
or under the laws of the United States. Further, the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office
may invest in time deposits or certificates of deposit of those banks.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NCOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)
E. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS (Continued)

Custodial credit risk for deposits is the risk that in the event of the failure of a depository financial institution,
the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender deposits may not be recovered or will not be able to
recover the collateral securities that are in the possession of an outside party. The Twenty-Seventh Judicial
District Public Defender Office does not have a policy for custodial credit risk. These deposits are stated at
cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, (or the resulting balances) must be
secured by federal deposit insurance or similar federal security or the pledge of securities owned by the
fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all
times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the
Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office or the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or
custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties.

At June 30, 2021, the carrying amount of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office cash
and bank balance was $268,830. Of the bank balance, $250,000 was covered by federal depository
insurance and $18,830 was covered by pledged securities. These deposits are uninsured and collateralized
with securities held by J.P. Morgan Chase Bank and securities held by the pledging institution’s trust
department or agent.

F. RECEIVABLES

In the government-wide statements, receivables consist of all revenues earned at year-end and not yet
received. Allowances for uncollectible accounts receivable are based upon historical trends and the periodic
aging of accounts receivable. Major receivable balance for the governmental activities includes court costs.

In the fund financial statements, material receivables in governmental funds include revenue accruals for
court costs since they are usually both measurable and available. Non-exchange transactions collectible but
not available are deferred in the fund financial statements in accordance with modified accrual, but not
deferred in the government-wide financial statements in accordance with the accrual basis. Interest and
investment earnings are recorded when earned only if paid within 60 days since they wouid be considered
both measurable and available.

G. CAPITAL ASSETS

Capital assets (including infrastructure assets), which constitute assets of the General Fund, are recorded at
cost and depreciation is computed under the straight-line method. The service lives by type of asset are as
follows:

Equipment 7-10 years
Furniture and Fixtures 7-10 years
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)
H. BUDGETS AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING

As required by state law, the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office adopted a budget for its
General Fund. The budgetary practices included public notice of the proposed budget, public inspection of
the proposed budget, and a public hearing on the budget prior to adoption.

Any amendment involving the transfer of monies from one function to another or increases in expenditures at
the functional level must be approved by the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office. All
budget amounts which are not expended, or obligated through contracts, lapse at year-end.

The General Fund budget was adopted and amended on a basis consistent with generally accepted
accounting principles (GAAP).

I. PENSION PLAN AND LEAVE POLICIES
The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office has no pension plan or leave policies.
J. ENCUMBRANCES

The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office does not employ the encumbrance system of
accounting.

K. COMPENSATED ABSENCES

The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office does not provide for accumulated vacation or
sick leave.

L. EQUITY CLASSIFICATIONS

In the government-wide statements, equity is classified as net position and displayed in three components:

1. Net investment in capital assets - Consists of capital assets including restricted capital assets, net
of accumulated depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balances of any bonds, mortgages,
notes, or other borrowing that are attributable to the acquisition, construction, or improvement of
those assets.

2. Restricted net position - Consist of net position with constraints placed on the use either by (1)
external groups, such as creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other
governments; or (2) law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation.

3. Unrestricted net position - All other net position that do not meet the definition of "restricted” or “net
investment in capital assets.”

In the fund financial statements, governmental fund equity is classified as fund balance. Fund balance
reports aggregate amounts for five classifications of fund balances based on the constraints imposed aon the
use of these resources.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued)

L. EQUITY CLASSIFICATIONS (Continued)

The nonspendable fund balance classification includes amounts that cannot be spent because they are
either (a) not in spendable form — prepaid items or inventories; or (b) legally or contractually required to be
maintained intact.

The spendable portion of the fund balance comprises the remaining four classifications: restricted,
committed, assigned and unassigned.

1. Restricted fund balance — This classification reflects the constraints imposed on resources either {a)
externally by creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments; or (b)
imposed by law through constitutional provisions for enabling legislation.

2. Committed fund balance — These amounts can only be used for specific purposes pursuant to
constraints imposed by formal resolutions or ordinances. Those committed amounts cannot be used
for any other purpose unless the governing authority removes the specified use by taking the same
type of action imposing the commitment. This classification also includes contractua! obligations to
the extent that existing resources in the fund have been specifically committed for use in satisfying
those contractual requirements.

3. Assigned fund balance — This classification reflects the amounts constrained by the Twenty-Seventh
Judicial District Public Defender Office’s “intent” to be used for specific purposes but are neither
restricted nor committed. Assigned fund balances include all remaining amounts (except negative
balances) that are reported in governmental funds, other than the General Fund, that are not
classified as nonspendable and are neither restricted nor committed.

4. Unassigned fund balance — This fund balance is the residual classification for the General Fund. [tis
also used to report negative fund balances in other governmental funds.

When an expenditure is incurred for the purposes for which both restricted and unrestricted fund balance is
available, the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office considers restricted funds to have
been spent first. When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the Twenty-
Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office's policy to use externally restricted resources first, then
unrestricted resources — committed, assigned and unassigned — in order as needed.

M. ESTIMATES

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America require management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported
amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial
statements and the reported amounts of revenues, expenditures, and expenses during the reporting period.
Actual results could differ from those estimates.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 2 — CAPITAL ASSETS

Capital assets and depreciation activity, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2021, for the Twenty-Seventh
Judicial District Public Defender Office are as follows:

Balances Balances
July 1, June 30,
2020 Additions Disposals 2021
Governmental activities
Equipment $ 9870 $ - $ - $ 9,870
Furniture and fixtures 873 - - 873
Totals at historical
cost 10,743 - - 10,743
Less accumulated depreciation
Equipment (8,067) (401) - (8,468)
Furniture and fixtures (875) - - (875)
Total accumulated
depreciation (8,942) (401) - (9,343)
Governmental Activities
Capital assets, net 1.801 {401) - 1,400

Depreciation expense was charged to governmental activities as follows:

General Government $401



TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 3 - GOVERNMENTAL FUND REVENUES/EXPENDITURES

For the year ended June 30 2021, the major sources of governmental fund revenues and expenditures were

as follows:

Revenues:
State Government
Appropriations - general
Total

Local Government
Statutory fines, forfeitures, fees, court cost, and other
Total

Investment Earnings

Total revenues

Expenditures:

Personnel Services Benefits
Salaries

Payroll taxes
Total

Operating Cost
Library and research
Contract services - retained attorney/legal
Contracted services - other
Legal notices
Accounting
Supplies
Utilities and telephone
Total

Total expenditures

2021

$ 609265
609,265

482,992
482,992

—

865

1,093,122

$ 127,432
10,501
137,933

12,691
872,626
5777
30
8,845
5,411
15,406

——— .

920,786

1,068,719
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
JUNE 30, 2021

NOTE 4 - OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB)

The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office does not provide any post-employment benefits
to retirees and therefore is not required to report under GASB Statement No. 75, Accounting and Financial
Reporting by Employers for Post-employment Benefits Other Than Pensions.

NOTE 5 - FUND BALANCE CONSTRAINTS

The constraints on fund balance as listed in the aggregate in the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and
Changes in Fund Balance are detailed according to the balance classification and fund.

Fund Balance:
Nonspendable $ -
Restricted -
Commited -
Assigned .
Unassigned 302,704

Total fund balance 302,704

NOTE 6 — SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

Subsequent events were evaluated through December 14, 2021, which is the date the financial statements
were available to be issued. As of December 14, 2021, there were no subsequent events noted.

NOTE 7 - UNCERTAINTIES

In March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of novel coronavirus disease (“COVID-
19") as a pandemic. We expect this matter may negatively impact the results of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial
District Public Defender Office’s operations and financial position but the related financial impact cannot be
reasonably estimated at this time.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE — REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

GENERAL FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

See Indpendent Auditor's Report

19

VARIANCE
WITH FINAL
BUDGET BUDGET
FAVORABLE
ORIGINAL FINAL ACTUAL (UNFAVORABLE)
REVENUES
Court Cost
Judicial district courts $ 320000 § 232334 § 250,811 $ 18477
City courts 90,000 101,806 98,136 (3,670)
Conditon of probation 5,000 2,536 2,696 160
Criminal bond fees 60,000 71,776 75,309 3,533
Indigent defense application fee 64,000 56,160 56,040 (120)
Child in need of care 17,666 - - -
District assistance fund 484 348 566,859 609,265 42,406
Interest 5,000 681 865 184
Total revenues 1,046,014 1,032 152 1,093,122 60,970
EXPENDITURES
General government - judicial
Current
Retained, indigent defenders 869,875 872,286 872,626 (340)
Dues and seminars - library 2,500 - - -
Salaries 123,000 128,657 127,432 1,225
Payroll taxes 10,000 10,679 10,501 178
Witness fees 3,500 - 5,777 {6,777)
Legal notices - 30 (30)
Investigators 1,000 - - -
Accounting 12,000 9,317 8,845 472
Telephone 14,000 14,704 15,406 (702)
Office supplies 2,500 2,408 2,526 (120)
Bank charges - 1,385 1,385 -
Law library, journals and
subscriptions 6,000 12,584 12,691 (107)
Other 1,300 1,339 1,500 (161)
Total expenditures 1,045,675 1,053,357 1,058,719 {5,362)
NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE 339 (21,205) 34,403 55,608
FUND BALANCE, beginning of year 268,301
FUND BALANCE, end of year 302,704



OTHER SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION




TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION, BENEFITS AND OTHER PAYMENTS
TO AGENCY HEAD OR CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

Agency Head Name: Ed Lopez, Director

Purpose Amount
Salary $ 95,124
Benefits-insurance

Benefits-retirement

Benefits

Car allowance

Vehicle provided by government

Per diem

Reimbursements

Travel

Registration fees

Conference travel

Continuing professional education fees
Housing

Unvouchered expenses

Special meais

o

OO O0OOOCODC OO0 00 0OooOo

See Independent Auditor's Report.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
JUSTICE FUNDING SCHEDULE — RECEIVING ENTITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

SIXMONTH PERIOD SIXMONTH PERIOD

ENDED 12/31/2020 ENDED 06/30/2021

RECEIPTS FROM:

Eunice City Court - Criminal Court Costs/Fees b 6,985 $ 12,155
Opelousas City Court - Criminal Court Costs/Fees 40,688 42,236
St. Landry Parish Sheriff - Bond Fees 34,884 39,104
St. Landry Pansh Sheriff - Criminat Court Costs/Fees 104,263 138,617

St. Landry Parish Sheriff - Interest Eamings on Collected Balances 32 -
Total Receipts 187,132 232,012

Ending balance of amounts assessed but not received $ - $




RELATED REPORTS
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G. Kenneth Pavy, I, CPA - 2020

INDEPENDENT AUBDITOR’S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS

To the Indigent Public Defender
Twenty-Seventh Judicial District
Public Defender Office
Opelousas, Louisiana

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued
by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental activities, and
the major fund of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office, as of and for the year ended
June 30, 2021, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Twenty-
Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office's basic financial statements, and have issued our report
thereon dated December 14, 2021,

Internal Control over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Twenty-Seventh Judicial
District Public Defender Office’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control} as a basis for
designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our
opinions on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an
opinion on the effectiveness of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office's internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct,
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in
internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity's
financial statements will not be prevented or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant
deficiency is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material
weakness, yet important encugh to merit attention by those charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses
or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that have
not been identified. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal
control that we consider to be material weaknesses. We did identify a certain deficiency in internal control,
described in the accompanying schedule of findings and responses as item 2021-1 that we consider to be a
significant deficiency.

P. 0. Box 1549

4766 1-49 North Service Road 112 Fountain Bend Dr.
Opelousas, Louisiana 70570 Lafayette, LA 70506
Phone: 337-948-4848 Phone: 337-984-9717

Fax: 337-948-6109 Fax: 337-984-5544
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To the Indigent Public Defender
Twenty-Seventh Judicial District
Public Defender Office
Opelousas, Louisiana

Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public
Defender financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could
have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance
with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion.
The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be

reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office’s Response to Findings

The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office's response to the findings identified in our audit
is described in the accompanying schedule of findings and responses. The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District
Public Defender Office’s response was not subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the
financial statements and, accordingly, we express no opinion on it.

Purpose of this Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal
control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with
Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this
communication is not suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is
distributed by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor as a public document.

80% S %HO

Opelousas, Louisiana
December 14, 2021




24

TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER QOFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

A, SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS

1. We have audited the basic financial statements of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender
Office as of and for the year ended June 30, 2021, and have issued our report thereon dated December
14, 2021. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government
Auditing Standards, issued by the Camptroller General of the United States and the provisions of the
Uniform Guidance. Our audit of the financial statements as of June 30, 2021 resulted in an unmodified
opinion,

2. One significant deficiency and no material weaknesses relating to the audit of the financial statements
were reported in the Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance

with Government Auditing Standards.
3. No instances of noncompliance relating to the audit of the financial statements were reported in the
independent Auditor’'s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on Compliance and Other

Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing
Standards.

4. No management letter was issued for the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office as of
and for the year ended June 30, 2021.

5. There was no single audit required under the Uniform Guidance.

B. FEINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT

Internal Control fo the Financial Statements

2021-1 Inadequate Segregation of Duties within the Accounting System

Condition: Due to the small number of employees, the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender
Office did not have adequate segregation of functions within the accounting system.

Criteria: Proper internal controls dictate that the duties be segregated so that no one individual performs or
controls all duties related to the accounting system.

Cause: There are a small number of employees at the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender
Office performing the daily operating activities.

Effect: Without adequate segregation of duties and oversight, errors or fraud could occur and not be
detected, increasing the loss or theft of assets.

Recommendation: The Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Public Defender Office should ensure that no single
individual controls all facets of the accounting system and that adequate supervision is implemented.
Separating incompatible duties and performing supervisory review is significant in reducing risk.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND RESPONSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

B. FINDINGS — FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT (Continued)

internal Control to the Financial Statements (Continued)

2021-1 Inadequate Segregation of Duties within the Accounting System (Continued)

Response: Segregation of duties within the accounting system is not economically feasible in an office as
small as ours. We have three clerical employees, two of which are assigned data processing task. Only one
employee handles the money and is closely supervised by the District Defender persanally. Monies received
from the State are deposited directly into the operating account. Monies received from the Courts are
received through the mail which is usually opened by the District Defender and reviewed before being given
to Office Manager/Bookkeeper for deposit. All monies paid out are done so by check. Only the District
Defender can sign on the account. All deposits and expenditures are promptly reported to our independent
CPA. Our office provides the summary of our monthly financial report to the State by the 15", No cash is
ever kept. Processing fees ($40.00 per case) are paid by money order.

Contact person: Ed Lopez
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TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA
SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2021

SECTION | - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS

2020-1 Inadequate Segregation of Duties within the Accounting System

Repeat comment.

SECTION It - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AWARDS
N/A

SECTION [ - MANAGEMENT LETTER

N/A



