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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS^ REPORT 

To the Board of Directors of the 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
Des Allemands, Louisiana 

Report on the Financial Statements 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and each 
major fund of Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., as of and for the year ended 
December 31,2019, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively 
comprise the Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s basic financial statements as 
listed in the table of contents. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements 
in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this 
includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditors' Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We 
conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America, the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's 
judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial 
statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers 
internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. 
Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness 
of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for our audit opinions. 
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To the Board of Directors of the 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
June 22, 2020 

Opinions 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the respective financial position of the governmental activities and each major fund of Des 
Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., as of December 31, 2019, and the respective 
changes in financial position for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
management's discussion and analysis on pages 4 through 7 be presented to supplement the basic 
financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is 
required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential 
part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, 
economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required 
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of 
preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management's 
responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained 
during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any 
assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient 
evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Other Information 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s basic financial 
statements. The schedule of compensation, benefits, and other payments to agency head is 
presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by Act 706 of the 2014 Louisiana 
Legislative Session and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. 
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To the Board of Directors of the 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
June 22, 2020 

The schedule of compensation, benefits, and other payments to agency head is the responsibility 
of management and was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other 
records used to prepare the basic financial statements. Such information has been subjected to 
the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and certain 
additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the 
basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the 
schedule of compensation, benefits, and other payments to agency head is fairly stated in all 
material respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 
22, 2020, on our consideration of Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal 
control over financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is 
solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal control over financial reporting or on 
compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government 
Auditing Standards in considering Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance. 

June 22, 2020 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Certified Public Accountants 
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STATEMENT OE REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND 
CHANGES !N FUND BALANCE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2019 

Sales tax - 1/8 percent 
Ad valorem tax 
Eire insurance rebate 
Otlier revenues 

'I'otal revenues 

Cuirent for fire protection: 
Utilities: 

Electricity 
Gas 
Telephone 
Water 

Equipment: 
Maintenance 
Fuel 
Insurance 

Biiildings: 
Maintenance 
Insurance 

Personnel: 
Insuiance 
Traini ng 

Fire fighting expenditures: 
Fire fighting supplies 
Fire prevention 

Miscellaneous: 
Accotmting and auditing 
Dues and subscriptions 
Office expenses 
Meetings and other 

Total current • 

Capital outlays 
Debt semce: 

Principal retirement 

Interest and fiscal charges 

Bond issuance cost 

Total debt service 

Total expenditui'es 

Excess of revenues over expenditures 

Proceeds of refunding bonds 
Payment to rclunded bonds escrow agent 

Total other financing sources (uses) 

N et change in fund balance 

Fund balance - beginning 

Fund balance - ending 

113,216 
232.080 

8,499 
7,100 

360.895 

10,171 
888 

9,467 
1,825 

45,911 
3,220 

10.475 

24,923 
25,502 

4,931 
9,543 

29.785 
1,377 

10,766 
3,676 
9,145 
5.943 

107,548 

9.987 

125.750 

343.285 

1"610 

540,000 
(590,000) 

(32,390) 

144,321 

1.93 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED 

ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Board of Directors of the 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
Des Allemands, Louisiana 

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial 
statements of the governmental activities and each major fund of Des Allemands Volunteer Fire 
Department, Inc. as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, and the related notes to the 
fmancial statements, which collectively comprise the Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, 
Inc.'s basic financial statements and have issued our report thereon dated June 22, 2020. 

Internal Control over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered Des Allemands 
Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to 
determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of 
expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal 
control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of Des Allemands 
Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.'s internal control. 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the entity's financial statements will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a 
combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, yet 
important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be 
material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did 
not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. 
However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
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To the Board of Directors of the 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
June 22, 2020 

Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Des Allemands Volunteer Fire 
Department, Inc.'s financial statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, 
noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of 
financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are 
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

Purpose of this Report 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the entity's internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the entity's 
internal control and compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other 
purpose. However, under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the 
Legislative Auditor as a public document. 

June 22, 2020 , 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Certified Public Accountants 
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MANAGEMENT LETTER 

To the Board of Directors of the 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
Destrehan, Louisiana 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of Des Allemands Volunteer 
Fire Department (the Fire Department), as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, the 
Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
in Government Auditing Standards, we considered the Fire Department's internal control over 
financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing auditing procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial 
statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Fire 
Department's internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness 
of the Fire Department's internal control. 

However, during our audit, we became aware of matters that are an opportunity for strengthening 
internal controls and operating efficiency. This letter summarizes our comments and suggestions 
regarding these matters. This letter does not affect our report dated June 22, 2020, on the 
financial statements of Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department. 

We will review the status of these comments during our next audit engagement. We have already 
discussed these comments and suggestions with various Des Allemands Volunteer Fire 
Department personnel, and we will be pleased to discuss these comments in further detail at your 
convenience, to perform any additional study of these matters, or to assist you in implementing 
the recommendations. 

2019-001 Classification of Debt and Interest Payments 

During our audit, it was noted that the Fire Department does not break out debt or interest 
payments on its quarterly financial statements or its annual trial balance, but rather groups them 
as "capitalized purchases". We believe that this information is important to the users of the 
financial statements. Therefore, we recommend that the Fire Department separately identify debt 
and interest payments on their quarterly and annual reports. 

2019-002 Credit Card Approval 

Currently, the treasurer reviews credit card statements but does not document approval of the 
statements. We recommend that the Fire Department begin to have a person who does not hold 
or use the credit cards review credit card statements and sign off on them. Doing so would take 
little additional time and might even prevent time from being wasted by inadvertent review of 
statements that had already been reviewed. 

4227 Canal Street Eficksen KrentOl LLP 2895 Highway 190, Ste 213 
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To the Board of Directors of the 
Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 
June 22, 2020 
Page 2 

This communication is intended solely for the information and use of the board of directors and 
others within Des Allemands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. and the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified 
parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this letter is distributed by the Legislative 
Auditor as a public document. 

June 22, 2020 
New Orleans, Louisiana ^ V 

Certified Public Accountants 



DES ALLEMANDS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC. 
MANAGEMENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLANS - MANAGEMENT LETTER ITEMS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. 2019 

June 22, 2020 

Louisiana Legislative Auditor 

Des Allenrands Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. respectfully submits the following corrective 
action plan for the year ended December 31,2019. 

Name and address of independent public accounting firm: 

Ericksen Krentel LLP 
4227 Canal Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 
Contact: Ronald H. Dawson, Jr. 

Audit Period: 01/01/2019 to 12/31/2019 

The comments from the December 31,2019 management letter are discussed below. The 
comments are numbered consistently with the numbers assigned in the Management Letter, 

SECTION III MANAGEMENT LETTER ITEMS 

2019-001 Classification of Debt and Interest Payments 

Recommendation; We recommend that the Fire Department separately identify debt and 
interest payments on their quarterly and annual reports. 

Response: The Fire Department agrees with the recommendation and will ensure its 
future reports have debt and interest payments grouped separately. 

2019-002 Credit Card Approval 

Recommendation: We recommend that the Fire Department begin to have a person who 
does not hold or use the credit cards review credit card statements and sign off on them. 

Response: The Fire Department agrees with the recommendation and will look into 
developing a process to document approval of credit card statements. 

If there are any questions regarding this plan, please call Fire Chief, Brian Champagne, at (985) 
758-7766. 

Sincerely, 

'V'svy 
Signature Title 


