
NATCHITOCHES PARISH FIRE 
PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 5 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

DECEMBER 31, 2023 



Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Financial Report 

December 31, 2023 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

Manaeement's Discussion & Analysis 1-3 

Independent Accountant's Review Report 4-5 

Basic Financial Statements 

Government-Wide Financial Statements 

Statement of Net Position 8 

Statement of Actil, ities 9 

Fund Financial Statements 

Balance Sheet-Go% ernmental Fund 11 

Reconciliation of the Governmental Fund Balance Sheet 
to the Statement of Net Position 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balance-Governmental Fund 13 

Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues. 
Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance of the 
Governmental Fund to the Statement of Activities 14 

Notes to Financial Statements 16-23 

Other Required Supplementary Information 

Budeetary Comparison Schedule-General Fund 

Supplementary Intbrmation 

Schedule of Compensation. Benefits and Other Payments to 
Agency Head or Chief Executive Officer 

Other Reports:Schedules 

Independent Accountant's Report on Applying 
Agreed-Upon Procedures 

Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire 33-35 



NATCHITOCHES PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 5 
P. O. Box 340 

Natchez. Lii 71456 

MANAGEMENTS DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 

This section of the Natchitoches Parish Fire District No. 5's thereafter referred to as the District) annual 
financial report presents an overview and analysis of the District's financial activities for the year ended 
December 31, 2023. The intent of the MD&A is to look at the District's financial performance as a whole. 
It should, therefore be read in conjunction with this report Certain comparative information is presented 
to provide an overview of the District's operations. 

Financial HiQhhghts 

This annual report consists of a series of financial statements. The Statement of Net Position and the 
Statement of Activities provide information about the activities of the District as a whole and presents a 
longer-term view of the District's finances. These statements tell how these services were tinanced in the 
short-term as well as what remains for future spending. 

Government-Wide Financial Statements 

• The Statement of Net Position presents all of the District's assets and liabilities, with the difference 
between the two reported as "net position". Over time. increases or decreases in the District's net 
position may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the District is improving 
or deteriorating. 

• The Statement of Activities presents information showing how the District's net position changed 
during the current year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying event 
giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of the related cash flows. Therefore, some 
revenues and some expenses that are reported in this statement will not result in cash flows until 
future years. 

Fund Financial Statements 

The services provided by the District are financed through a governmental fund. A fund is a grouping of 
related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been segregated for specific 
activities or objectives. The District uses fund accounting to ensure and demonstrate compliance with 
fuiance-related legal requirements. The District conducts its day-to-day operations through a governmental 
fund, the General Fund. These statements provide a short-term view of the District's finances and assists 
in determining whether there will he adequate financial resources available to meet the current needs of the 
District. 
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A summary of the hasic government-wide financial statements is as follows: 

Summary of the Statement of Net Position 

  

202:1 

  

ASSETS: 

    

Current Assets 

 

354,757 $ 331,878 
C'apital Assets (net) 

 

408,142 

 

461.027 

Total Assets 

 

761,899 $ 792,905 

LIABILITIES 
Current Liabilities 

 

39,966 $ 38,041 
Long-term Liabilities 

 

39.5'5 

 

77.420 

Total Liabilities 

 

79,491 $ 115.462 

Net Investment in Capital Assets $ 330,722 $ 347,274 
Unrestricted 

 

352,686 

 

330,169 

Total Net Position $ 683,408 $ 677,443 

Summary of the Statement of Activities 

 

2023 

 

20'2 
REVENUES: 

Progyam Revenues-

    

Intergovernmental 9,216 

 

10,763 

General Revenues-

    

Taxes 196,251 

 

162,172 
Other 2,142 

 

1,240 

Total Revenues 207.609 $ 174.175 

EXPENSES: 

   

Current-

    

Public Safety 196,754 

 

181 ,471 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 4,891 

 

6,389 

Total Expenses 201,645 

 

187,860 

Change in Net Position 5.964 $ (13.685) 

The District's assets exceeded its liabilities by $683.408 (net position) for the vear. For the 
prior year, this wns S677.443. 

Unrestricted Net Position of S352,686 represents the portion available to maintain the 
Distnct's obligations to both citizens and creditors. This is an increase of $22.517 from 

prior year. 
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Ikbt Administration 

At the end of the current fiscal year. the District had total long-term debt of S77,420. 

General Fund Budgetary Highlights  

The actual revenues were more than the budgeted amount for the year by S36,109. Actual expenditures 
were $77.908 less than the budgeted amount. 

Economic Factors and Next Year's Budget 

The primary revenue source for the District is property taxes. This tax is not subject to changes in the 
economy, in thr short-term. However. in the long-term, sumilicant increases:decreases in the tax base 
would be evident. 

Contactina the Fire District 

This financial report is designed to provide our citizens, taxpayers, and creditors with a general overview 
of the District's finances and to show the District's accountability for the money it receives. Any questions 
about this report or requests for additional information may be directed to the District at P. O. Box 340. 
Natchez, La 71456. 



TIC IBIT 
THOMAS, CUNNINGHAM, BROADWAY & TODTENBIER 

Certified Public Accountants 

Eddie G. Johnson, CPA — A Professional Corporation (1927-1996) 321 Bienville Street 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 

(318) 352-3652 
Fax (318) 352-4447 

Mark D. Thomas, CPA — A Professional Coiporation 
Roger M. Cunningham, CPA, LLC 
Jessica H. Broadway, CPA — A Professional Coiporation 
Ryan E. Todtenbier, CPA — A Professional Coiporation 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REVIEW REPORT 

Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 5 

P. O. Box 340 
Natchez, La 71456 

We have reviewed the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and the major fund 
of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 (District) a component unit of the Natchitoches 
Parish Government, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2023, and the related notes to the financial 
statements, which collectively comprise the District's basic fmancial statements as listed in the Table of 
Contents. A review includes primarily applying analytical procedures to management's financial data and 
making inquiries of management. A review is substantially less in scope than an audit, the objective of 
which is the expression of an opinion regarding the fmancial statements as a whole. Accordingly, we do 
not express such an opinion. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial statements that are free from material misstatement whether due to fraud or error. 

Accountant's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to conduct the review engagement in accordance with Statements on Standards for 
Accounting and Review Services promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services Committee of the 
AICPA, and the standards applicable to review engagements contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the United States Comptroller General. Those standards require us to perform procedures to 
obtain limited assurance as a basis for reporting whether we are aware of any material modifications that 
should be made to the financial statements for them to be in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. We believe that the results of our procedures provide a reasonable 
basis for our conclusion. 

We are required to be independent of the Natchitoches Parish Fire District No. 5 and to meet other ethical 
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our review. 

Members of AICPA Members of AICPA 
Govenunental Audit Quality Center Members of Society of Louisiana CPA's 
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Accountant's Conclusion 

Based on our review, we are not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the 
accompanying financial statements in order for them to be in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Other Matters 

Required Supplementaty Information 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the Management's 
Discussion and Analysis and the Budgetary Comparison Schedule be presented to supplement the basic 
financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is presented 
for purposes of additional analysis and is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who 
considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an 
appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. The information is the responsibility of 
management. We have reviewed the information and, based on our review, we are not aware of any material 
modifications that should be made to the information in order for it to be in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. We have not audited the information and, 
accordingly, do not express an opinion on such information. 

Supplementaty Information 

The accompanying schedule of compensation, benefits, and other payments to the agency head, political 
subdivision head, or chief executive officer is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a 
required part of the basic fmancial statements. The information is the representation of management. We 
have reviewed the information and, based on our review, we are not aware of any material modifications 
that should be made to the information in order for it to be in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. We have not audited the supplementary information 
and, accordingly, do not express an opinion on such information. 

Other Reporting Requirements 

In accordance with the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and the provisions of state law, we have issued 
a report dated June 10, 2024 on the results of our agreed-upon procedures on page 29 through 32 and pages 
33 through 35 present the Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. 

 
OrotteA,64-44) APA 

Thomas, Cunningham, Broadway & Todtenbier, CPA's 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

June 10, 2024 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Statement of Net Position 

December 31. 2023 

Governmental 
Activities 

ASSETS. 

Current Assets: 

Cash & Cash Equivalents 186.815 
Revenue Receivable 167.942 

Total C'urrent Assets 354.757 

Page 8 

Non-current Assets: 

C'apital Assets (net) 408.142 

Total Assets 762.899 

LIABILITIES: 

Payroll Tax Payable 2,071 

C'urrent Long-Term Debt 37.89S 

Total Current Liahilities 39,966 

Non-current Liabilities 
Long-term Debt 39.525 

Total Liabilities 79.491 

NET POSITION: 

Net Investment in Capital Assets 330.722 
Unrestricted 352.686 

Total Net Position 683.-108 
  

See accompanying notes and independent accountant's review report. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Statement of Activities 

December 31 2023 

Program Revenues  
Operating Grants and 

Expenses Contributions 

Net (Expense) 
Revenue and Changes 

in Net Position 
iox ernmental 

Activities Activities 

Governmental Activities: 

   

Public Safety 196.754 $ 9.216 (187.538) 
Interest on Long-Term Debt 4,891 

 

(.4,891) 

Total Governmental Activities 201.645 S 9.216 192.429) 

 

General Revenues. 

   

Taxes-

    

Ad Valorem 

 

164,892 

 

Parcd Fees 

 

31,359 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

2.142 

 

Change in Net Position 

 

(192.429) 

 

Net Position, January 1 

 

677,444 

 

Net Position, December 31 

 

485,015 

See accompanying notes and independent accountant's review report. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection Digrict No. 5 
Balance Sheet - Governmental Fund 

December 31. 2023 

Governmental 
Activities 

ASSETS: 

Cash & C'ash Equivalents 
Revenue Receivahle 

$ 186,815 
167 942   
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Total Assets $ 354.757  

LIABILITIES: 

Payroll Tax Payable *),071 

FUND BALANCE: 

Unassigned 352,686  

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $ 354,757  

See accompanying notes and mdependent accountant's review report. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Reconciliation of Governmental Fund 

Balance Sheet to the Statement of Net Position 
December 31, 2023 

Total Fund Balance for the Governmental Fund 
at December 31, 2023 $ 352.686 

Total Net Position reported for Governmental Activities in 
Statement of Net Position is different because: 

The following used in Govermental Activities are 
not current financial resources and, therefore, are 
not reported in the Go% ernmental Funds Balance Sheet-

 

C'apital Assets (Net) 408,142 

Long-term Liabilities are not due and payable in the 

current period and, therefore, are not reported in the 
Governmental Fund Balance  (77.420) 

at December 31. NP3  6K3.408      

See accompanying notes and independent accountant's review report. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance-

 

Governmental Fund 
December 31, 2023 

Governmental 
Activities 

REVENUES: 
Taxes-

 

Ad Valorern Taxes 
Parcel Fee 

Intergovernmental-

 

Fire Insurance Rebate 
Interest & Miscellaneous 

Total Revenues 

$ 164,892 
31,359 

9,216 
2,142 

S 207 .6(19   

EXPENDITURES. 
C'urrent-

 

Public Safety 143,759 
Capital Outlay 5,000 
Debt Service 36,333  

Total Expenditures 185,092 

Excess of Revenues over Expenditures 1-) ,517 

Fund Balance-Beginning of Year 330.169 

Lund Balance-End of Year 5 351.686 

See accornpanying notes and mdependent accountant's review report. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures. 

and C'hanges in Fund Balance of the Governrnental Fund 
to the Statement of Activities 

December 31, 2023 

Net chame in fund halance-wvernmental fund 

Some revenues reported in the Statement of Activities do not provide 
current financial resources and these are not reported as revenues in 
governmental fimds. Sorne expenses reported in the Staternent of 
Activities do not require the use of current financial resources and, 
therefore. are not reported as expenditures in the funds. These 
timing differences are summarized helow: 

Capital Outlay 
Deprecation Expense 
Long-term Debt 

Change in net position per statement of activities 
at December 31, 2023 

22.517 

5,000 
(57.886) 
36.333 

5.964 

See accornpanying notes and mdependent accountant's review report. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

1 Introduction: 

Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No 5 (District) was created by the Natchitoches Parish 
Government, by ordinance in June 1982, under the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes 40:1492-
1701. for the purpose of providing fire protection for the citizens of the District. The District is 
eovemed by a Board of Commissioners who are resident property taxpayers of the District. The 
conunissioners are approvediappomted by the Natchitoches Parish Government. The District was 
created to acquire and maintain huildings, machinery, equipment, water tanks, water hydrants and water 
lines, and any other such things necessary to pro% ide proper fire protection and control within the 
District. 

Sunumin of Significant Accounting Policies: 

The accounting and reporting policies of the District conform to generally accepted accounting 
principles as applicahle to governmental units. Such accounting and reporting policies also conform to 
the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:517 and to the guides set forth in the Louisiana 
Governmental Audit Guide. 

A. Reporting Entity-

 

As the gm. erning authority of the Parish, for reporting purposes, the Natchitoches Parish 
Government is the tinancial reporting entitv for Natchitoches Parish The tinancial reporting entity 
consists of (a) the primary government t parish gm ernment (b) organizations for which the 
primary government is financially accountable. and (c) other organizations for which the nature 
and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would 
cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established criteria for 
deterniining which component units should be considered part of the Natchitoches Parish 
Government for financial reporting purposes. The basic critena for including a potential 
component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth 
criteria to be considered in determinine financial accountability'. This criteria includes. 

1. Appoint ing a voting majority of an oreanization's governing body and 

a The ability of the parish government to impose its will on that organization andlor 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 
specific tinancial hurdens on the parish government. 

Organizations for which the parish government does not appoint a voting majority but are 
fiscally dependent on the parish government. 

3 Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would he misleading if 
data of the organization is liot included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

Because the pansh government created by ordinance District No. 5, the District was determined to 
be a component unit of the Natchitoches Parish Government, the financial reporting entity The 
accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds maintained by the 
District and do not present information on the pansh government, the general ernment services 
provided by that govenunental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial 
reporting entity. 

B. Basis of Presentation-

 

Government-Wide Financial Statements (GWFS) 

The Statement of Net Position and Statement of Activities report information about the reporting 
government as a whole. They include all funds of the reporting entity. Governmental acti‘ities 
generally are financed through taxes, intergovernmental revenues, and other non-exchange 
revillUes. 

The Statement of Net Position presents the government-type activities on a consolidated basis, and 
is reported on a full accrual, economic resource basis, which recognizes all long-term assets and 
receivables as well as long-term debt and obligations. 

The Statement of Activities presents a comparison between direct expenses and program revenues 
for each function of the District's L,overnmental activities. Direct expenses are those that are 
specifically associated with a program or function. Program revenues include (a) fees and charges 
paid by the recipient for goods or services offered by the program. and (b) grants and contributions 
that are restricted to meeting the operational or capital requirements of a particular program. 
Revenues that are not classified as program revenues, including all taxes, are presented as eeneral 
revenues. 

C. Fund Accounting-

 

The accounts of the District are organized on the basis of funds. A fund is an independent tiscal 
and accounting entity with a separate set of self-balancing accounts. Fund accounting segregates 
funds according to their intended purpose and is used to aid management in demonstrating 
compliance with finance-related legal and contractual provisions. The minimum number of funds 
maintained is consistent with legal and managerial requirements. 

The District maintains only one fund. It is categorized as a governmental fund. The emphasis on 
fund financial statements is on major governmental and enterprise funds: each displayed in a 
separate column. A fund is considered major if it is the primary operating fund of the entity. 

The major fund of the District is described below: 

Gm. emmental Fund-

 

General Fund 

The General Fund is the general operating fund of the District. It is used to account for all 
financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

D. Measurement Focus 'Basis of Accountine-

 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues or expenditures:expenses are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statements. It relates to the tinung of the measurements made 
regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

Accrual Basis - Government-Wide Financial Statements (GWFS) 

The Statement of Net Position and the Statement of Activities display information ahout the 
District as a whole. Both of these statements have been prepared using the economic 
measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues, expenses, eains, losses, 
assets. and liabilities resulting from exchange and exchange-like transactions are recognized 
when the exchange takes place. 

Moditied Accrual Basis - Fund Financial Statements (FFS) 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its 
measurement focus. Governmental fund tvpes use the flow of current financial resources 
measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual 
basis of accounting, revenues are recorded when susceptible to accrual: i.e., when they are both 
measurable and available. "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can he 
detennined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough 
thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. The Distnct considers all rei, enues "available" 
if collected within 60 days after year-end. Expenditures are generally recorded under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related liability is incurred. The exceptions to 
this general nile are that (1) unmatured principal and interest on long-term debt. if any. are 
recorded when due and (2) claims and judgments and compensated absences are recorded as 
expenditures when paid with expendable available financial resources. 

E. Assets, Liabilities, and Equity-

 

Cash and Interest-Bearing Deposits-

 

For purposes of the Statement of Net Position, cash and interest-beanne deposits include all 
demand accounts, savings accounts, and certificates of deposit of the Distnct. 

Capital Assets-

 

Capital assets, which include property, plant, and equipment, are reported in the governmental 
activities column in the government-wide fmancial statements. Capital assets are capitalized at 
historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. Donated assets are recorded as 
capital assets at their estimated fair market value at the date of donation. The District maintains a 
threshold level of $500 or more for capitalizing capital assets. 

The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of that asset or materially 
extend the life of that asset are not capitalized. 



Page 19 

Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

Depreciation of all exhaustible capital assets is recorded as an expense in the Statement of 
Activities, with accumulated depreciation reflected in the Statement of Net Position. Depreciation 
is provided over the assets' estimated meld lives using the straight-line method of depreciation. 
The range of useful lives by type of asset is as follows: 

Furniture, computers 5 years 
Firefighting equipment 10 years 
Ladders, hoses, airpacks 7 years 
Radios 10 years 
Fire trucks I 5 years 
Other vehicles 5 years 
Buildings 40 years 

Compensated Absence s-

 

There are no ernployees of the District. therefore no ently is made to record compensated ahsences. 

Equity Classifications-

 

In the government-wide statements, equity is classified as net position and displayed in three 
components: 

a. Net investment in capital assets - Consists of capital assets including restricted capital 
assets, net of accumulated depreciation and reduced by the outstandim halances of any 
bonds. mortgages, notes, or other borrowings that are attributable to the acquisition, 
construction. or improvement of those assets. 

b. Restricted net position - C'onsists of net resources with constraints placed on their use either 
by ( 1) external groups such as creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of 
other governments; or (2) law through constitutional provision or enabling legislation. 

c. Unrestricted net position - All other net resources that do not meet the definition of 
"restricted" or "net investment in capital assets". 

When an expense is incurred for the purposes for which both restricted and unrestricted net 
resources are available, management applies unrestricted resources first, unless a determination is 
inade to use restricted resources. The policy concerning which to apply first varies with the 
intended use and legal requirements. This decision is tvpically made by management at the 
incurrence of the expense. 

In the fund statements, governmental fund equity is classified as fund balance and displayed in tive 
components. The following classifications describe the relative strength of the spending constraints 
placed on the purposes for which resources can be used: 

a. Nonspendable fund balance - amounts that are not in a spendable form (such as prepaid 
expenses) or are required to he maintained intact; 

b Restricted fund balance - amounts constrained to specific purposes by their providers (such 
as grantors, bondholders, and higher levels of government), through constitutional 
provisions. or by enabling legislation; 



Page 20 

Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

c Conunitted fund balance - amounts constrained to specific purposes by a government itself, 
using its highest level of decision-making authority: to be reported as committed, amounts 
cannot be used for any other purpose unless the govenunent takes the same highest level 
action to remove or change the constraint; 

d Assigned flind balance - amounts a government intends to use for a specific purpose; intent 
can be expressed by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing 
body delegates the authority; 

e. Linassipied fund balance - amounts that are available for any purpose; positive amounts 
are reported only in the general fund. 

The General Fund has an unassigned fund halance of $352,686. If applicable, the District would 
typically use restricted fund halances first. followed by committed resources and assigned resources 
as appropriate opportunities arise, but reserves the right to selectively spend unassigned resources 
first and to defer the use of these other classified fimds. 

F. Budget-

 

Prior to the beeinning of each fiscal vear, the District adopts a budget for the next fiscal year. The 
budget is open for puhlic inspection. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of the fiscal 
year. The budget is prepared on the modified accrual hasis of accounting. 

G. Estimates-

 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting pnnciples generally accepted 
in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect 
the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at 
the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues, expenditures and 
expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ froin those estimates. 

3 Cash and Cash Equivalents: 

The cash and cash equivalents of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 are subject to 
the following risk: 

Custodial Credit Risk: Custodial credit risk for deposits is the risk that, in the event of the failure of a 
depository financial institution, the District will not be able to recover its deposits. Under state law, 
these deposits (or the resulting hank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the 
pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus 
the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal or exceed the amount on deposit with the fiscal 
agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial 
bank that is mutually acceptable to hoth parties. Louisiana Revised Statute 39.1229 imposes a statutory 
requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being 
notified by the District that the fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
Further, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1224 states that securities held bv a third party shall be deemed 
to be held in the District's name. 

Bank account balances at December 31. 2023, totaled $195,097 and were fully secured by FDIC' 
Insurance. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

4 ( 'apital  

'apital asset balances and activity for the year ended December 31, 2023, is as follows: 

Gmernmental 
Activities 

Balance 
01-01-23 Additions Deletions 

Balance 
12-31-23 

Capital Assets not Depreciated: 

    

Land $ 20,000 S 0 SO S 20.000 

Capital Assets Depreciated: 

    

Equipment $ 220,785 S ti $0 S 220,785 
Fire trucks 716,224 5,000 0 721,224 
Buildings 119,963 0 0 119,963 

Total Capital Assets Depreciated S1.056,972 5,000 50 SI 061 972 

Total Assets $1 07(07? S $0 $1,081,972 

Less. Accumulated Depreciati)n. 

    

Equipment S 193,792 $ 11,193 $0 S 204,985 
Fire tnicks 393,550 41,860 0 435,410 
Buildings 28,603 4,833 0 33.435 

Total Depreciation $ 615,945 S 57,M SO $ 673.30 

Net Capital Assets $ 461,027  $(52,886) SO S 408,142  

Depreciation expense of $57,886 was charged to the public safety function. 

5. Ad Valorem Taxes: 

The District levies taxes on real and business personal property located withm the boundanes of the 
District. Property taxes are levied by the District on property values assessed by the Natchitoches 
Parish Tax Assessor and approved by the State of Louisiana Tax Commission. 

The Natchitoches Parish Sheriff s office hills and collects property' taxes for the District. C'ollections 
are remitted to the District monthly. The Distnct recognizes property tax revenues when levied. 

Propertv Tax Calendar 
Assessment date 
Levy date 
Tax bills mailed 
Total taxes are due 
Penalties and interest added 
Lien date 
Tax Sale 

January 1 
June 30 
October 15 
December 31 
January 31 
January 31 
May 15 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

The District is permitted to levy taxes up to 10% of the assessed property valuation for each specified 
purpose or, in the aggregate for all purposes 25% of the assessed vahtation for the payment of principal 
and interest on long-term debt after the approval by the voters of the District. 

Assessed values are established by the Natchitoches Parlsh Tax Assessor each year on a uniform basis 
at the following ratios to fair market value: 

10% land 15'.kb machinery 
10% residential improvements 15% commercial improvements 
15% industrial improvements 25% public service properties, 

excluding land 

A revaluation of all property is required to be completed no less than every four years The last 
revaluation was completed for the roll of January 1. 2023. Total assessed 1,alue was $24,330,671 in 
2023. Louisiana state law exempts the first $7,500 of assessed value of a taxpayer's primary residence 
from parish property taxes. This homestead exemption was a total of $3,817.260 of the assessed value 
in 2023. For the year ended December 31, 2023, taxes of 7.19 mils were levied on the property and 
were dedicated to fire protection and $164,892 was collected. 

I~i addition to property taxes, the residents of the District voted on and approved a proposition to levy 
and collect an annual parcel fee of $25 on each lot on which a stnicture is located. The purpose of this 
assessment is to provide funds for acquiring, constructing, and maintaining tire protection facilities and 
equipment. The parcel fees attach as an enforceable hen and are levied in the same manner as property 
taxes described above. For the year ended December 31, 2023. fees of $31,359 were levied 

6. Pending Litigation: 

There were no civil suits seeking damages against the District outstanding at December 31, 2023. 

7. Related Party Transactions: 

The I)i,trict had no identitied related party transactions for the year ended December 31, 2023 

8 Compensation Paid to Board Members: 

The members of the Board ofCommissioners of the District receive no compensation for their services. 

9. Receivables: 

The following is a summary of receivables at December 31, 2023: 

Class of Receivable General Fund 
Taxes-

 

Ad Valorem $154.339 
Parcel Fee 13,603  

Total $167,942 

Substantially all receivables are considered to he fully collectible, and no allowance for uncollectibles 
is used. 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No 5 
Notes to Financial Statements 

December 31, 2023 

10. Long-term Debt: 

The following is a summary of the long-term obligation transactions for the year ended December 31, 
1013 

In September 2018, the District entered into a lease-purchase agreement with Leasing 2, Inc. for one 
Spartan'Kenworth rescue pumper tanker. The terms of this ageement is repayrnent to be made over 
seven years at $41,224 per annum at 4.30% interest. 

Lease-Purchase Agreement 

Beginning Ending 
Balance Additions Reductions Balance 

S113,753 $0 $16 .331 577,-120    

The annual debt service requirements to manirity at December 31, 2025, are as follows: 

Year Ending 

   

December 31 Principal Interest Total 

2024 $37,896 $3,328 $41,224 
1015 19 5, 4 1 700 41 224 
Total $77 420 $5 028 $82,448 

11. Subsequent Events: 

Management has evaluated events through June 10. 2024, the date which the financial statements were 
available for issue. There were no items to be reported as subsequent events. 



OTHER REQUIRED 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Proteetion District No. 5 
General Fund 

Budgetary Comparison Schedule 
December 31, 2023 

 

Bud2ct 

Actual 

Variance-

 

Favorable 
(Unfavorahle) 

REVENUES. 
Taxes-

 

Original Final 

    

Ad Valorem $ 150,000 $ 140,000 164,89) S 14,891 
Parcd Fee 24,000 24,000 31,359 7,359 

Intergovernmental-

     

Fire Rebate 7,500 7.500 9,216 1,716 
Interest & Miscdlaneous 

  

2,142 2,142 

Total Revenues 181,500 S 171.500 S 207,609 $ 36,109 

EXPENDITURES: 

    

Current-

 

Public Safety $ 263.000 $ 263,000 $ 143,759 $ 119.241 
Capital Outlay 

  

5,000 (5,000) 

Total Expenditures 263,000 263.000 S 148,759 S 114,241 

Excess of Revenues over Expenditures $ (81,500) $ (91.500) $ 58,850 $ 150,350 

Fund Balance-Beginning of Year 330,169 330.169 330,169 

 

Fund Balance-End of Year $ 248,669 $ 238,669 $ 389,019 S 150.350 

See accompanying notes and mdependent accountant's review report. 



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
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Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No. 5 
Schedule of Compensation, Benefits and Other Payments to 

Agency Head or Chief Executive Officer 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2023 

Agency Head Narne: Derek Hoyt, Fire Chief 

Purpose Amount 

Salary $18.700 
Benefits-F1CA Med 1,430 

Total $20,130 

See independent accountant's review report. 
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TIC IBIT 
THOMAS, CUNNINGHAM, BROADWAY & TODTENBIER 

Certified Public Accountants 

Eddie G. Johnson, CPA — A Professional Corporation (1927-1996) 321 Bienville Street 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 

(318) 352-3652 
Fax (318) 352-4447 
www.tcbtcpa.com 

Mark D. Thomas, CPA — A Professional Corporation 
Roger M. Cunningham, CPA, LLC 
Jessica H. Broadway, CPA — A Professional Coiporation 
Ryan E. Todtenbier, CPA — A Professional Coiporation 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REPORT 
ON APPLYING AGREED-UPON PROCEDURES 

Natchitoches Parish Fire 
Protection District No. 5 

P. O. Box 340 
Natchez, La 71456 

We have performed the procedures included in the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide and enumerated 
below, which were agreed to by the management of the Natchitoches Parish Fire Protection District No.5 
and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, solely to assist the users in evaluating management's 
assertions about the Natchitoches Parish Fire District No. 5's compliance with certain laws and regulations 
during the year ended December 31, 2023, included in the Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire. This 
agreed-upon procedures engagement was performed in accordance with standards established by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and applicable standards of Government Auditing 
Standards. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of the specified users of the 
report. Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described 
below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. 

PUBLIC BID LAW 

1. Obtain documentation for all expenditures made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding 
$60,000, and public works exceeding $250,000. Compare the documentation for these expenditures to 
Louisiana Revise Statute (R.S.) 36:1551-39:1755 (the state procurement code) or R.S. 38:2211-2296 
(the public bid law), whichever is applicable; and report whether the expenditures were made in 
accordance with these laws. 

No expenditures found to be in violation. 

CODE OF ETHICS FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES 

2. Obtain a list of the immediate family members of each board member as defined by R.S. 42:1101-1124 
(the ethics law). 

Management provided us with the required list including the noted information. 

3. Obtain a list of all employees paid during the fiscal year. 

Management provided us with the requested list. 

Members of AICPA Members of AICPA 
Govenunental Audit Quality Center Members of Society of Louisiana CPA's 
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4 Report whether any employees' names appear on both lists obtained by Procedures 2 and 3 

No instances that would fall under thr above circumstances were found. 

5. Obtain a list of all disbursements made durins: the year: and a list of outside business interest of board 
members, employees, and board members' and employees' immediate families. Report whether any 
vendors appear on both lists. 

Management provided the requested information. None of the business interests of board members, 
employees. and their immediate families appeared as vendors on the list of disbursements. 

Bl_DGETING 

6. Obtain a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments. 

Management provided us with a copy of the original and amended budgets. 

7. Trace documentation for the adoption of the budget and approval ot' any amendments to the rninute 
book, and report whether there are any exceptions. 

Wr traced adoption of the original budget to the documentation in the nunutes of the meeting of thr 
district's conunissioners held on December 14, 2022. Management represented that there were 
amendments to the budget. 

8. Compare the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual budget revenues and expenditures. 
Report whether actual revenues failed to meet budgeted revenues hy 5% or more, and whether actual 
expenditures exceeded budgeted amounts by 5% or more. 

We compared the revenues and expenditures for the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures. 
Actual revenues and expenditures were within the 5% variance allowed. 

ACCOINTING AND REPORTING 

Obtain the list of all disbursements made during the fiscal year. Randomly select six disbursements, 
and obtain documentation from management for these disbursements. Compare the selected 
disbursements to the supporting documentation. and: 

(a) Report whether the six disbursements agree to the amount and the paee in the supporting 
documentation. 

Each of the six selected disbursements agreed to the amount and payee in the supporting documentation. 

(b) Report whether the six disbursements were coded to the correct fund and general ledger account. 

Each of the six selected disbursements were coded to the correct general ledger account. 

( c) Report whether the six disbursements were approved in accordance with management's policies 
and procedures. 

The District's policies and procedures state that the chairman of the board must approve all 
disbursements, with suhsequent approval by the full board. Documentation supporting each of the 
six selected disbursements included the signature of the chairman of the board. In addition. 
approval by the full commission of each disburseinent was traced to the District's minute book. 
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MEETINGS 

10. Obtain evidence from management to support those agendas for meetings recorded in the minute book 
were posted or advertised as required by R.S. 42:11 through 42:28 (the open meetings law): and report 
whether there are any exceptions. 

Management represented that the District is only required to post a notice of each meeting and the 
accoinpanying agenda on the door of the District's office huilding. Although management has asserted 
that such documents were properly posted, no evidence was provided to support management's 
assertion other than an unmarked copy of the notices and agendas. 

DEBT 

11. Obtain bank deposit slips for the fiscal year, and scan the deposit slips in order to identify and report 
whether there are any deposits that appear to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. If 
any such proceeds are identified, obtain from management evidence of approval by the State of Bond 
Commissions, and report any exceptions. 

We scanned copies of all bank deposit slips for the fiscal year. and noted no deposits which appeared 
to be the proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. 

ADVANCES AND BONI!SES 

12. Obtain a list of payroll disbursements and meeting minutes of the governing board, if applicable. Scan 
these documents to identify and report whether there are any payments or approval of payments to 
employees that many constitute bonuses, advances. or gifts. 

We scanned the L,eneral ledger. no evidence of any payroll being processed. 

STATE AL DIT LAW 

13.Report whether they agency provided for a timely report in accordance with R.S 24:513. 

The District's report is due June 30. 2024 and was submitted in a timely manner. 

14. Inquire of management and report whether the agency entered into any contracts that utilized state 
funds as defined in R.S. 39.72.1 A. (2): and that were subject to the public bid law (R.S. 8:2211, et 
seq.). while the agency was not in compliance with the R.S 24:513 (the audit law). 

Management represented that the District did not enter into any contracts that utilized state fund.s. 

PRIOR TEAR CONTRACTS 

15.Obtain and report management's representation as to whether anv prior-year stmgestions. exceptions, 
recommendations, and or comments have been resolved. 

Our prior year report, dated March 9. 2023. did not include any suggestions. exceptions, 
recommendations, or comments 
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This agreed-upon procedures engagement was conducted in accordance with attestation standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and the standards applicable to 
attestation engagements contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the United States 
Comptroller General. We were not engaged to and did not conduct an examination or review, the objective 
of which would be the expression of an opinion or conclusion, respectively, on the District's compliance 
with the foregoing matters. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion or conclusion. Had we 
performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would have been 
reported to you. 

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of testing performed on the District's compliance 
with certain laws and regulations contained in the accompanying Louisiana Attestation Questionnaire, as 
required by Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, and the result 
of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on control or compliance. Accordingly, this report is not 
suitable for any other purpose. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed by the 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor as a public document. 

kaot tted,  eA.1-44.4.,A*Lot-i 41- tcltraite."064-4,11 APA 

Thomas, Cunningham, Broadway & Todtenbier, CPA's 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

June 10, 2024 
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NATCTI1TOCTTS PARISH FIRE DT5TRICT M. 5 

LOUISIANA ATTESTATION QUESTECNNAIRE 

Thomas, Cunniogitflitt, Rroadwa),  Tedlenbicr CPA's, 
323 ISienville Strc-et 
Natchitoches, LA 714:57 

Irt connection wilt" your engagemem to apply agreed-upon procedures to the cent7c1 and COUlpilance 
nocit:13 kienti fled below, tiS DeMmber 31, 2023 and fog Ow rem' tho 'coded, intd tgquit-ol by 
Louisiana Revised Statute (R.,&) 24:5I 3 and the Lunisinrau GetterNiNeiriat Audit G1441e, We make the 
faowiing ttpteiat'ttihon$ yoo. 

Pnblit Lamy 

It is true that we. hove complied with the state peocureducist code R.S. 39:1551 — 39_1755); the public-

 

!Pk' S 3 S.2.711 i -2290. and, lvitiere applicable, the Tegialtitions orithe Division r AdininiSirgitiM And the 
State Fluichasing Office_ 

Yes [ No I( 1 MA( 1 

Cade or Eibits for rablic Officials end PublEc Etripames 

is truc Ilse no VItTiplOreS Or officials havc kbreeptied Plaything of value, wheter ithe form of servioc, 
boan, CIE pn€xnise,. from anyone that nrcnald constitute a violation of LS_ 42: I 103-1 124: 

Yes [Ial N0,  ( ) WA [ 

h is hue thel no membia of fihg family of any member a die goveritiag autarky, par the chief 
*Keetativ* of eke go..-trnirialant entity, has heart craployed by Ile governmental malty after A]arii I. OM 

CirCUMSIBECCS dial would czastirate a violation of R.S. 42:1 l 19. 

Y  C-5  [ No Nik[ 

fludReting 

Are ilave cornp]i€d with th€ slate budgeting requirements of' the Local Government Budget Act MS. 
39 I, 301-35), R.S. 39:33, or du:budget riximiromenis of R.S, 39:1331-l342,. ti. applicable. 

Yes [ 3  MA 1 

Accounting and Reportlinig 

All irailoreXeMpO govenvocnud Licm.rds are anilable as a. public record and have been waked for at least 
three years, as rcquiscd by ICS. 44:1, 44,₹F  44tal, ond 44116. 

Yes Not II RA( ri 
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2 

1.?•:'e haw filed our annual financial smements in accordance with RS- 24:5I4., and 33:463 where 
affirealik. 

Yes [ No I N. A 1. II 

We haw had our riatancia ,I;LIQuipailS reviewed in .aceorda.fice with 14...S. 24:313. 

Yes [ Nor.  j A t j 

We did not cater uny contracts Ilhal Liiilixoti state Fonds as (termed in Rs. t A. (2); arid Nut were 
subject to arc public Ittid R.S. N.22 I I, et sell, while the agency was not in ecnipli.ince wide R.S. 
24:S1 audit law I 

We have &mimicked with R.S. 24:513 A. 1.3) rcgardin6.1Jisclovarc coniNnsation, reinihtimnicnts, hentrits 
and lilbtx payrrigmks ru Ihe avcnry pullilcul hebd„ or thief executive diffiCer. 

'ea Nol.  KAI II 

We have cumplied with R.S. 24-;513,2 regard ,n~ repe.rting of pre- and post- adjudicainn court costs, &Ks 
and ripo  amemd intiposed; the amounts I:xi-Reek:4i: the DMOLIPIlli, otrisrandling; the amounts retained: the 
amnints dichimed. and rho nnaniants received kern dist:mut/tents. 

ycs [ii Not [ I 
Metiiors 

We hime eucarlied with lho provi$6,0t  i.h.d ° Don Lao.i, provided 42:11 through 42:21.t. 

Yes If] Noll. j 
DLitt 

is trim we halm rim Inclined Zny iikkhredness, rubes than credit for WI days or less in make purchases in 
the ordi uktry course oradrni visual inn_ nor have Va: eniercd inio any lease-pivehame aitrecnie.nis., without ihe 
appri.wal 01 the &laic Bond Corniniision., as prkwided by Article V11, Section or the 1974 Louisiana 
Constitutive, Anick VI,. Sixtion S ic.I'She 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and R,S. 39:1410.60-i 410.65, 

Yes I[Ij No jNAI 

Advances and Bonuses 

h ks IT I. I h4lOg Th(fri adtolgleeti ugiz-ik !i41011I4N employees or paid bonuses. in -violation of Article VII, 
Sociion 14 o r ihe 197,1 Lou istana Con5:fi tin inn_ R,S.. I 4;13S, and AG opinion 79-729.,. 

Yes •rfj No [ j 
Prior-Year ClimmeniS 

Wc hat e pnue-year recommendations Whifir rornments. 

Yes No( j N'A j 



Page 35 

General 

We acknowledge tner we arc responsible far the Agency's compliance with ilic foregoing lawi and 
regulations anti the cooirols over euritplianee With $tiat and regulations. 

Yes f l 7'4° A [ 

We acknowledge that we are responsible for dcto-mining lhal that the procedures performed are appropriate 
ror ibe purposes or ibis ettgagonem 

Wc have evaluated our compliance with these laws and icsulatiuns prior to making these reproscntuticris. 

Yes [4] No [ j [ 

We have pruvided yoti with all relevant infennation and access under tic terms of our PgrCVrni;h1, 

YeN [ 4 [ ] [ 

We have disclosed to yau all 1€nown rionwmpliancc or the roregaing law% and regulatiuns, as we][ us any 
ctiniradwalon3 lo repreientatititIS_ 

Yes [41 No. [ [ 

Wc arc nut aware :of any materiai inimtalerrumls in Lit* infornnation we have providod to you. 

Yes (41 tsic [ ] NIA [ 

Wo have dis4l4:31td tO yiDti any curtierluilicacins from regulatory agencies, internal aliditeart, other 
findependeni practitioners or COthSulianisi ;Ind olbcru nurimnpliaibec vd-ith thc foregoing lows and 
reguititiumt. including 'mint-hued:ea:nom fesCeived duri ng r.tie period undcr examination; and will disclost: Ito 
you wry such communiciitiori rkkeitiveLl Eierween the end of the period under exaMmation and the ririte. of 
your report_ 

Yes Pi No [ N.A [ ] 

We will disclose to you, the Letpidatirve Auditor, and the applicabk sotc grantor agencydlagcneies all ]cnown 
noncompliance and other events subsoquent iCiihedaic of this reprewnlation and the date of your report that 
could have a material effect cm our compliance with laws and regulations and the internal el:introit with suoh 
laws and resiatiotis or viould require adjustmerg tnt mindifitation to the results of ihe agreed,upon 
procerlares. 

Ye.s [411 No } ( 1 

Thc previous responses krive bcert made to the best Of titir t,elirf awl! kiv).vledge. 

rel, 131: Firf th-ef 
Name/Title 
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