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Independent Auditor's Report 

To the Board of Commissioners 
St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Bush, Louisiana 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and each major 
fund of the St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 (the "District"), a component unit of the St. 
Tammany Parish Government, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, and the related notes to 
the financial statements, which collectively comprise the District's basic financial statements as listed in 
the table of contents. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. 

Auditor's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted 
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the Auditor's judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. 
In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the District's 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the District's internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating 
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

Member of The Soaety 
of Louisiana CPAs 

Member of The American Institute of 
Certified Pii>lic Accountants 
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To the Board of Commissioners 
St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Bush, Louisiana 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinions. 

Opinions 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities and each major fund of the District, as of 
December 31, 2019, and the respective changes in financial position for the year then ended in accordance 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Other Matters 

Required Supplementary Information 
Management has omitted the management's discussion and analysis information that accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the 
basic financial statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, 
is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it be an essential part of 
financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or 
historical context. Our opinion on the basic financial statements is not affected by this missing 
information. 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary 
comparison schedule - general fund on page 27; schedule of employer's proportionate share of net 
pension liability at page 28; and schedule of employer's pension contributions at page 29 be presented to 
supplement the basic financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial 
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an 
essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required 
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information 
and comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic 
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. 
We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures 
do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Supplementary and Other Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements of the St. 
Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9. The accompanying schedule of compensation, benefits, 
and other payments to district head at page 30, as required by the State of Louisiana, is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the financial statements. 



To the Board of Commissioners 
St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Bush, Louisiana 

The schedule of compensation, benefits, and other payments to agency head is the responsibility of 
management and was derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records used 
to prepare the basic financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including 
comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used 
to prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional 
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In 
our opinion, the schedule of compensation, benefits, and other payments is fairly stated, in all material 
respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated May 15, 2020, 
on our consideration of the District's internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 
matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial 
reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal control 
over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the District's internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance. 

Covington, Louisiana 
May 15,2020 

/fi 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Statement of Net Position 
December 31, 2019 

ASSETS AND DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES 
Current Assets 
Cash and cash equivalents $ 56,328 
Receivables - ad valorem taxes, net 782,646 
Receivables - state revenue sharing 18,887 

857,861 
Noncurrent Assets 
Capital assets, net 1,037,301 

1,895,162 
Deferred Outflows of Resources 
Deferred pension amounts 231,357 

£ 2,126,519 

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS OF RESOURCES, 
AND NET POSITION 

Current Liabilities 
Accrued expenses $ 23,645 
Loan payable 75,000 
Accrued interest payable 532 
Certificates of indebtedness, due within one year 9,000 

108,177 
Noncurrent liabilities 
Accrued compensated absences 67,708 
Certificates of indebtedness, net of balance due within on year 91,000 
Net pension liability 976,914 

1,135,622 
1,243,799 

Deferred Inflows of Resources 
Deferred pension amounts 165,115 

Net Position 
Net investment in capital assets 937,301 
Restricted - debt service 85 
Unrestricted (219,781) 

717,605 

$ 2.126.519 

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Statement of Activities 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2019 

Functions/Programs 

Governmental Activities 
Public safety - fire protection 
Interest 

Expenses 

Program Revenues 

1,181,508 
3.063 

1.184.571 

Charges for 
Services 

Operating 
Grants and 

Contributions 

Capital 
Grants and 

Contributions 

1,001 $ 

1,001 $ 

Net Revenue 
(Expense) and 

Changes in 
Net Position 

(1,180,507) 
(3,063) 

(1,183,570) 

General Revenues 
Ad valorem taxes 
Intergovernmental revenues 

State revenue sharing 
Fire insurance premium tax 
State supplemental 

Miscellaneous income 
Interest 

Change in net position 
Net position, beginning of year 

Net position, end of year 

889,299 

28,330 
34,340 
54,500 
47,148 

629 
1.054.246 
(129,324) 
846.929 

717.605 

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 2019 

General 
Fund 

Debt Service 
Fund 

Total 
Funds 

Assets 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables - ad valorem taxes, net 
Receivables - state revenue sharing 

$ 56,243 
782,646 
18,887 

$ 85 $ 56,328 
782,646 

18,887 

$ 857,776 $ 85 $ 857,861 

Liabilities 
Accrued expenses 
Loan payable 

$ 23,645 
75,000 

$ $ 23,645 
75,000 

Deferred Inflows of Resources 
Unavailable ad valorem taxes 

98,645 

67,633 _ 

98,645 

67,633 

Fund Balances 
Restricted 
Unassigned 691,498 

85 85 
691,498 

691,498 85 691,583 

$ 857,776 $ 85 $ 857,861 

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Reconciliation of the Governmental Funds 
Balance Sheet to the Statement of Net Position 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2019 

Total fund balances as reported on the governmental funds balance sheet $ 691,583 

Net capital assets used in the governmental activities are not financial 
resources and are not reported in the governmental funds 
balance sheet 1,037,301 

Ad valorem taxes receivable that are not available to pay current period 
expenditures are reported as deferred inflows of resources in the 
governmental funds 67,633 

Deferred inflows and outflows are not due and payable in the current 
period or do not represent current financial resources and are 
not reported in the governmental funds: 

Deferred outflows of resources related to the pension plan 231,357 
Deferred inflows of resources related to the pension plan (165,115) 

Long-term liabilities are not due and payable in the current period 
and are not reported in the governmental funds balance sheet: 

Accrued compensated absences (67,708) 
Certificates of indebtedness (100,000) 
Pension liability (976,914) 

Accrued interest on certificates of indebtedness is not reported in 
the governmental funds balance sheet (532) 

Net position, as reported on the statement of net position $ 717,605 

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in 
Fund Balance - Governmental Funds 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2019 

General Debt Total 
Fund Service Fund Funds 

Revenues 
Ad valorem taxes $ 899,745 $ $ 899,745 
Intergovernmental revenues 

State revenue sharing 28,330 - 28,330 
Fire insurance premium tax 34,340 - 34,340 
State supplemental 54,500 - 54,500 

Contributions 1,001 - 1,001 
Miscellaneous income 47,148 - 47,148 
Interest 629 - 629 

1,065,693 - 1,065,693 
Expenditures 
Public safety - fire protection 

Salaries and benefits 833,139 - 833,139 
Liability insurance 52,042 - 52,042 
Operating supplies and services 34,168 - 34,168 
Dispatcher fees 14,663 - 14,663 
Repairs and maintenance 16,414 - 16,414 
Utilities 21,633 - 21,633 
Administration 33,651 - 33,651 
Bad debts - ad valorem taxes 12,872 - 12,872 

Debt service 
Principal - 15,000 15,000 
Interest - 3,063 3,063 

Capital outlay 45,629 - 45,629 
1,064,211 18,063 1,082,274 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 1,482 (18,063) (16,581) 

Other financing sources (uses) 
Transfers in - 18,063 18,063 
Transfers out (18,063) - (18,063) 

(18,063) 18,063 -
Net change in fund balances (16,581) - (16,581) 
Fund balances, beginning of year 708,079 85 708,164 

Fund balances, end of year $ 691,498 $ 85 $ 691,583 

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in 
Fund Balance of Governmental Funds to the Statement of Activities 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2019 

Net change in fund balances as reported on the statement of 
revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance $ (16,581) 

Governmental funds report capital outlays as expenditures. 
In the statement of activities, the cost of these assets is 
allocated over the estimated useful lives and reported as 
depreciation expense. This is the amount capital outlay 
exceeds depreciation expense (83,132) 

Some revenues in the statement of activities do not provide 
current financial resources; therefore, are not reported as 
revenues in the governmental funds: 

Change in deferred inflows of resources related to ad valorem taxes (10,446) 

Some expenses reported in the statement of activities do not 
require the use of current financial resources; therefore, are 
not reported as expenditures in governmental funds: 

Change in accrued compensated absences (6,995) 
Change in pension liability 19,697 
Change in deferred inflows / outflows related to the pension plan (46,867) 

Repayment of debt principal is an expenditure in the statement 
of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance, but the 
repayment reduces noncurrent liabilities in the statement of net position 15,000 

Change in net position as reported on the statement of activities $ (129,324) 

See accompanying notes to financial statements. 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

1. History and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

Organization 
The St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 (the "District") was created by the St. Tammany 
Parish Police Jury (now known as the St. Tammany Parish Council), as provided by Louisiana Revised 
Statute ("LRS") 40:1492. The District was created to acquire, maintain, and operate buildings, machinery, 
equipment, water tanks, water hydrants and water lines, and any other things necessary to provide proper 
fire prevention and control within the District limits. The administration of the District is governed by a 
Board of Commissioners consisting of five members. Two members are appointed by the St. Tammany 
Parish Government and two by the governing body of the Village of Sun. The fifth member is selected by 
the other four members and serves as chairman. Vacancies are filled by the bodies making the original 
appointments. 

The District operates four fire stations and provides fire protection and emergency medical services to an 
area covering approximately 82 square miles. Fire protection services are provided by volunteers and 
approximately eight full-time paid firefighters, and one full-time fire chief. 

Financial Reporting Entity 
In November 2010, the Governmental Accounting Standards Board ("GASB") issued Statement No. 61 
("GASB 61"), The Financial Reporting Entity: Omnibus an amendment of GASB Statements No. 14 and 
34. This pronouncement revises the requirements for determining if a component unit is included in the 
financial reporting entity of its primary government. 

Organizations are required to have a financial benefit/burden relationship with the primary government 
for it to be included in the reporting entity as a component unit. The financial benefit/burden relationship, 
which was not amended by GASB 61, is defined in GASB 14 as existing if any one of the following 
conditions is present: 

• The primary government is legally entitled to or can otherwise access the organization's resources 
• The primary government is legally obligated or has otherwise assumed the obligation to finance the 

deficits of, or provide financial support to, the organization 
• The primary government is obligated in some manner for the debt of the organization 

Based on the foregoing criteria, the District is included as a component unit of St. Tammany Parish 
Consolidated Government (the "Parish") and as such, these financial statements will be included in the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report of the Parish for the year ended December 31, 2019. 

Financial Statement Presentation 
The District's financial statements include both government-wide and fund financial statements which 
categorize all of the District's activities as governmental. 

• Government-Wide Financial Statements 

The government-wide financial statements (the statement of net position and the statement of 
activities) report information on all of the non-fiduciary activities of the District's governmental 
activities, which normally are supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues. 

10 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

The statement of activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given function 
or segment are offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are clearly identifiable with 
a specific function or segment. Program revenues include (a) charges for services; (b) grants and 
contributions that are restricted to meeting the operations of the District; and (c) grants and 
contributions that are restricted for capital. Taxes, intergovernmental revenues, and other revenue 
sources not included among program revenues are reported as general revenues. 

• Fund Financial Statements 

The District uses funds to maintain its financial records during the year. Fund accounting is designed 
to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid management by segregating transactions related to certain 
District functions and activities. A fund is defined as a separate fiscal and accounting entity with a 
self-balancing set of accounts. The emphasis on fund financial statements is on major funds, each 
displayed in a separate column. A fund is considered major if it is the primary operating fund of the 
District, or the total assets, liabilities, revenues, or expenditures of the individual governmental fund 
is at least 10 percent of the corresponding total for all governmental funds. The District reports the 
following major governmental funds: 

o The General Fund is the primary operating fund of the District. It accounts for all the financial 
resources except those that are required to be accounted for in other funds. 

o The Debt Service Fund accounts for the retirement of the certificate of indebtedness. 

Basis of Accounting and Measurement Focus 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported 
in the financial statements. It relates to the timing of the measurements made regardless of the 
measurement focus applied. 

• Accrual 

Governmental-type activities in the government-wide financial statements are presented on the 
accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized when earned and expenses are recognized when 
incurred. 

• Modified Accrual 

The governmental funds financial statements are presented on the modified accrual basis of 
accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when they 
become both measurable and available. "Measurable" means that the amount of the transaction can be 
determined, and "available" means that the amount of the transaction is collectible within the current 
period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are 
recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. Principal and interest on general long-term debt 
are recorded as fund liabilities when due. 

Ad valorem taxes are considered to be collected when they are collected by the St. Tammany Parish 
Sheriff. Ad valorem taxes collected 60 days after the end of the fiscal year is considered unavailable 
and, therefore, are recorded as a deferred inflow of resources on the governmental ftmd balance sheet. 
State revenue sharing associated with the current fiscal period are all considered to be susceptible to 
accrual and have been recognized as revenues in the current fiscal year. All other revenue items are 
considered to be measurable and available only when cash is received by the District. 

11 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

Net Position 
The statement of net position reports net position as the difference between all other elements in a 
statement of net position and is displayed in three components: 

• Net investment in capital assets - consists of capital assets net of accumulated depreciation and 
reduced by the outstanding balances of bonds that are attributable to the acquisition, construction, and 
improvement of those assets. 

• Restricted - consists of amounts with constraints placed on the use by (a) external groups such as 
creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or regulations of other governments; or (b) law through 
constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

• Unrestricted - all other amounts that do not meet the definition of "restricted" or "net investment in 
capital assets." 

Fund Balance 
In fund financial statements, fund balance for governmental funds is reported in classifications that 
comprise a hierarchy primarily on the extent to which the District is bound to honor constraints on the 
specific purpose for which amounts in the funds can be spent. Fund balance is reported in the following 
five components: 

• Nonspendable - This component consists of amounts that cannot be spent because they are either (a) 
not in spendable form or (b) legally or contractually required to be maintained intact. 

• Restricted - This component consists of amounts that have constraints placed on them either 
externally by third-parties (creditors, grantors, contributions, or laws or regulations of other 
governments) or by law, through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. Enabling 
legislation authorizes the District to assess, levy, change or otherwise mandate payment of resources 
(fi-om external resource providers) and includes a legally enforceable requirement (compelled by 
external parties) that those resources be used only for the specific purposes stipulated in the 
legislation. 

• Committed - This component consists of amounts that can only be used for specific purposes 
pursuant to constraints imposed by formal action of the District. Those committed amounts cannot be 
used for any other purpose unless the District removes or changes the specified use by taking the 
same type of action (ordinance or resolution) it employed previously to commit those amounts. 

• Assigned - This component consists of amounts that are constrained by the District's intent to be used 
for specific purposes, but are neither restricted nor committed. The authority for assigning fund 
balance is expressed by the District or the designee as established in the District's fund balance 
policy. 

• Unassigned - This component consists of amounts that have not been restricted, committed or 
assigned to specific purposes within the general fund. When both restricted and unrestricted resources 
are available for use, it is the District's policy to use restricted resources first, then unrestricted 
resources (committed, assigned and unassigned) are available for use. It is the District's policy to use 
committed resources first, then assigned, and then unassigned as they are needed. 

12 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

Restricted Resources 
When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the District's policy to use the 
restricted resources first, then unrestricted resources as needed. 

Use of Estimates 
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the 
reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosures of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of 
the financial statements and revenues and expenses reported during the period. Actual results could differ 
from those estimates. 

Budget Policies 
The Board of Commissioners (the "Board") adopted a budget for the District's General Fund. The 
budgetary practices include public notice of the proposed budget, public inspection of the proposed 
budget, and public hearing on the budget prior to adoption. Any amendment involving the transfer of 
monies from one function to another or increases in expenditures must be approved by the Board. All 
budgeted amounts which are not expended or obligated through contracts lapse at year end. 

The General Fund budget is adopted on the cash basis of accounting and revenues and expenses 
associated with asset donations and state supplemental pay are not included in the budget. A 
reconciliation to the basis materially consistent with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America has been presented within these financial statements as required by 
Governmental Accounting Standards. 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 
Cash and cash equivalents include certificates of deposits and all highly liquid debt instruments with 
original maturities of three months or less when purchased. 

Receivables 
All receivables are reported net of estimated uncollectible amounts. The allowance for uncollectible ad 
valorem tax amounts was $13,308 for the year ended December 31, 2019. This estimate is based on the 
District's history of collections within this revenue stream. 

Capital Assets 
Capital assets are reported in the government-wide financial statements and are capitalized at historical 
cost. Donated assets are recorded as capital assets at their estimated fair market value at the date of 
donation. The District maintains a threshold level of $5,000 or more for capitalizing capital assets. All 
capital assets, other than land, are depreciated using the straight-line method over the following useful 
lives: 

Buildings and improvements 10-40 years 
Firefighting equipment 5-15 years 
Furniture and fixtures 5 years 

The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the asset or materially extend 
assets' lives are not capitalized. In the fund financial statements, capital assets used in the governmental 
fund operations are accounted for as capital outlay expenditures upon acquisitioa 

13 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

Compensated Absences 
Each full-time employee shall be entitled to annual vacation of 18 days with full pay. This vacation period 
shall be increased one day for each year of service over 10 years, up to a maximum vacation period of 30 
days, all of which shall be with full pay. All 24 hour shift personnel shall be entitled to 216 hours of 
annual vacation time with full pay. This vacation time shall be increased 12 hours each year of service 
over 10 years, up to a maximum of 450 hours of annual vacation time, all of which shall be with full pay. 

The Board of Commissioners will have the authority to reduce or increase the total accumulated hours 
allowed on an annual basis. Any member of the department for any cause shall not forfeit the vacation 
privileges herein provided for unless allowed by law. 

The cost of current leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is 
recognized as current-year expenditures in the general fund when the leave is actually taken. The total 
cost of leave privileges is recorded in the statement of net position. 

Long-Term Obligations 
In the government-wide financial statements, certificates of indebtedness are reported as liabilities in the 
statement of net position. In the fund financial statements, debt proceeds are reported as other financing 
sources and payments of principal and interest are reported as expenditures. 

Deferred Condensation Plan 
The District offers its employees a deferred compensation plan (the "Plan") created in accordance with 
Internal Revenue Code 457. The Plan is administered by the District. The Plan, available to all full-time 
employees of the District, permits them to defer a portion of their salary until future years. 

All amounts of compensation deferred, all property and rights purchased, and all income, property, and 
rights are (until paid or made available to the employee or other beneficiary) held in trust by AXA for the 
exclusive benefit of the participants and their beneficiaries. 

Participants may contribute up to the IRS maximum calendar limit with the District matching up to 3% of 
covered payroll. All contributions are immediately vested. The District contributed $32,207 to the Plan 
for the year ended December 31, 2019. 

Deferred Outflows of Resources 
In addition to assets, the statement of financial position and/or balance sheet will sometimes report a 
separate section for deferred outflows of resources. This separate financial statement element, deferred 
outflows of resources, represents a consumption of net position or fund balance that applies to a future 
period(s) and so will not be recognized as an outflow of resources (expense/expenditure) until then. The 
District has the following items that qualify for reporting in this category: 

Pensions - these deferred outflows result from pension contributions after the measurement date (deferred 
and recognized in the following fiscal year) and/or differences in projected and actual earnings on pension 
assets (deferred and amortized over a closed six year period). 

14 



St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

Deferred Inflows of Resources 
Deferred inflows of resources are acquisitions of net position or fund balance by the District that is 
applicable to a future reporting period and so will not be recognized as an inflow of resources until then. 
The District has the following items that qualify for reporting in this category: 

Pensions - these deferred inflows result from differences in projected and actual earnings on pension 
assets (deferred and amortized over a closed six year period). 

Ad valorem taxes - these amounts are unavailable and are deferred and recognized as an inflow of 
resources in the period that the amounts become available. 

Accounting Pronouncements 
The Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued the following Statements which will 
become effective in future years as shown below: 

Statement No. 87, "Leases" increases the usefulness of governments' financial statements by requiring 
recognition of certain lease assets and liabilities for leases that previously were classified as operating 
leases and recognized as inflows of resources or outflows of resources based on the payment provisions 
of the contract. It establishes a single model for lease accounting based on the foundational principle that 
leases are financings of the right to use an underlying asset. Under this Statement, a lessee is required to 
recognize a lease liability and an intangible right-to-use lease asset, and a lessor is required to recognize a 
lease receivable and a deferred inflow of resources, thereby enhancing the relevance and consistency of 
information about governments' leasing activities. The requirements of this Statement are effective for 
reporting periods beginning after December 15, 2019. Earlier application is encouraged. Management has 
not yet determined the effect of this Statement on the financial statements. 

Statement No. 89, "Accounting for Interest Cost Incurred before the End of a Construction Period" 
establishes accounting requirements for interest cost incurred before the end of a construction period. 
Such interest cost includes all interest that previously was accounted for in accordance with the 
requirements of paragraphs 5-22 of Statement No. 62, Codification of Accounting and Financial 
Reporting Guidance Contained in Pre-November 30, 1989 FASB and AICPA Pronouncements, which are 
superseded by this Statement. This Statement requires that interest cost incurred before the end of a 
construction period be recognized as an expense in the period in which the cost is incurred for financial 
statements prepared using the economic resources measurement focus. As a result, interest cost incurred 
before the end of a construction period will not be included in the historical cost of a capital asset reported 
in a business-type activity or enterprise fund. The requirements of this Statement are effective for 
reporting periods beginning after December 15, 2019. Management has not yet determined the effect of 
this Statement on the financial statements. 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

2. Deposits with Financial Institutions 

Deposits in bank accounts are stated at cost, which approximate market. Under Louisiana law, these 
deposits must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent 
bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal 
or exceed the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. 

An entity's deposits are exposed to custodial credit risk if the deposit balances are either: (a) uninsured 
and uncollateralized, (b) uninsured and collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial 
institution, or (c) uninsured and collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial institution's 
trust department or agent, but not in the entity's name. The District's deposits consisted of the following 
at December 31, 2019: 

Deposits per Statement of Net position 
(reconciled bank balance) $ 56,328 

Deposits in bank accounts per bank $ 64,550 

Category 3 bank balances: 

a. Uninsured and uncollateralized 

b. Uninsured and collateralized with securities 
held by the pledging institution 

c. Uninsured and collateralized with securities held 
by the pledging institution's trust department or 
agent, but not in the District's name 

Total category 3 bank balances 

Custodial Deposit Risk 
In the case of deposits, this is the risk that in the event of a bank failure, the District's deposits may not be 
returned. At December 31, 2019, the District's deposits were covered by FDIC insurance. 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

3. Capital Assets 

The District's capital assets consist of the following at December 31, 2019: 

Balance Balance 
12/31/18 Acquisitions Sales 12/31/19 

Capital Assets Not Being Depreciated 
Land $ 106,896 a ) - $ $ 106,896 

Capital Assets Being Depreciated 
Buildings and improvements 659,065 - 659,065 
Firefighting equipment 1,127,255 45,629 1,172,884 
Furniture and fixtures 7,500 - 7,500 

1,793,820 45,629 1,839,449 
Accumulated depreciation (780,283) (128,761) (909,044) 

1,013,537 (83,132) 930,405 

$ 1,120,433 3 i (83,132) $ $ 1,037,301 

Total depreciation expense for the year ended December 31, 2019, was $128,761. 

4. Noncurrent Liabilities 

The following schedule is a summary of the District's noncurrent liabilities at December 31, 2019: 

Balance at Balance at Due Within 
12/31/18 Additions Payments 12/31/19 One Year 

Certificates of indebtedness $ 115,000 S ; - 5 ; (15,000) 5 B 100,000 $ 9,000 

Compensated absences 60,713 50,275 (43,280) 67,708 -
Net pension liability 996,611 (19,697) - 976,914 -

$ 1,172,324 S ; 30,578 S ; (58,280) 5 B 1,144,622 $ 9,000 

On January 28, 2015, the District issued certificates of indebtedness in the amount of $160,000. The 
balance is due in annual principal installments, starting March 1, 2016 and maturing March 1, 2029. The 
certificates accumulate interest at the rate of 1.50% — 4.00% per annum until the outstanding balance is 
paid. The outstanding balance at December 31, 2019 is $100,000. 

The certificates are secured by and payable from an irrevocable pledge and dedication of the funds to be 
derived by the District from the levy and collection of an ad valorem tax of thirty-five mills (such rate 
being subject to adjustment from time to time due to reassessment). The ad valorem tax is authorized to 
be levied and collected through the year 2029 which was granted by an election held on May 1, 2010. 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

The future minimum payments for the certificates of indebtedness is as follows: 

Year Ending 
December 31 Principal Interest 

2020 $ 9,000 $ 2,883 
2021 9,000 2,691 
2022 9,000 2,489 
2023 10,000 2,263 
2024 10,000 2,000 

Thereafter 53,000 5,023 

$ 100,000 $ 17,349 

5. Levied T axes 

Ad valorem taxes are levied each November 1 on the assessed value listed as of prior January 1 for all 
real property, merchandise and movable property located in the Parish and are due December 31. 
Assessed values are established by the St. Tammany Parish Assessor's Office and the State Tax 
Commission at percentages of actual value as specified by Louisiana law. All land and residential 
improvements are assessed at 10% of its fair market value, and other property at 15% of its fair market 
value. The tax rate for the year ended December 31, 2019 was $35.00 per $1,000 of assessed valuation on 
property within the District for the purpose of constructing, maintaining and operating fire protection 
facilities within the District and paying the cost of obtaining water for fire protection purposes. 

A reevaluation of all property is required to be completed no less than every four years. Taxes are due and 
payable December 31 with interest being charged on payments after January 1. Taxes can be paid through 
the tax sale date, which is the last Wednesday in June. Properties for which the taxes have not been paid 
are sold for the amounts of the taxes. 

6. Fire Insurance Premium Tax 

The District is eligible and receives a pro-rata share of the fire insurance premium taxes collected by the 
State of Louisiana in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 22:345. The amounts received by the 
District are based on the population of the areas it serves. In accordance with this statute, such money 
shall be used only for the purpose of "rendering more efficient and efficacious" fire protection as the 
District shall direct. 

7. Pension Plan 

All full-time employees of the District are provided with pensions through a cost-sharing multiple-
employer defined benefit plan administered by the Firefighters' Retirement System of Louisiana (the 
"System"). The System was established by Act 434 of 1979 to provide retirement, disability, and survivor 
benefits to firefighters in Louisiana and amended by R.S. 11:2251 - 11:2272. 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

The District's employer schedules were prepared using the accrual basis of accounting. Members' 
eamable compensation, for which the employer allocations are based, is recognized in the period in which 
the employee is compensated for services performed. The member's earnable compensation is attributed 
to the employer for which the member is employed as of June 30, 2019. 

The System is not allocated a proportionate share of the net pension liability related to its employees. The 
net pension liability attributed to the System's employees is allocated to the remaining employers based 
on their respective employer allocation percentage. 

Pension Plan Fiduciary Net Position 
Plan fiduciary net position is a significant component of the System's collective net pension liability. The 
System's plan fiduciary net position was determined using the accrual basis of accounting. The System's 
assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses were recorded with the use of estimates and assumptions in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Such estimates 
primarily related to unsettled transactions and events as of the date of the financial statements and 
estimates over the determination of the fair market value of the System's investments. Accordingly, actual 
results may differ from estimated amounts. 

The System issued a stand-alone audit report on its financial statements for the year ended June 30, 2019. 
Detailed information about the pension plan's fiduciary net position is provided in the separately issued 
financial report for the System. Access to the audit report can be found on the System's website: 
www.lafirefightersret.com or on the Office of Louisiana Legislative Auditor's official website: 
www.lla.state.la.us. 

Membership 
All full-time firefighters or any person in a position as defined in the municipal fire and police civil 
service system who is employed by the District on and after January 1, 1980 and earns at least $375 per 
month, excluding state supplemental pay, shall become a member as a condition of employment. 

No person who has attained age fifty or over shall become a member of the System, unless the person 
becomes a member by reason of a merger or unless the System received an application for membership 
before the applicant attained the age of fifty. No person who has not attained the age of eighteen years shall 
become a member of the System. 

Any person who has retired from service under any retirement system or pension ftmd maintained basically 
for public officers and employees of the state, its agencies or political subdivisions, and who is receiving 
retirement benefits therefi"om may become a member of this System, provided the person meets all other 
requirements for membership. Service credit from the retirement system or pension plan fi"om which the 
member is retired shall not be used for reciprocal recognition of service with this System, or for any other 
purpose in order to attain eligibility or increase the amount of service credit in this System. 

Contributions 
Contribution requirements for employers, non-employer contributing entities, and employees are 
established and may be amended in accordance with Title 11 and Title 22 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes. According to state statute, employer contributions are actuarially determined each year. 
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St. Tammany Parish Fire Protection District No. 9 
Notes to Financial Statements 

For the period of January 1, 2019 to June 30, 2019, employer and employee contributions for members 
above the poverty line were 26.50% and 10.0%, respectively. The employer and employee contribution 
rates for those members below the poverty line were 28.50% and 8.0%, respectively. 

For the period of July 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019, employer and employee contributions for members 
above the poverty line were 27.75% and 10.0%, respectively. The employer and employee contribution 
rates for those members below the poverty line were 29.75% and 8.0%, respectively. 

For the year ended December 31, 2019, the District recognized revenue from ad valorem taxes and 
revenue sharing funds received by the System. These taxes and funds are considered support from a non-
contributing entity. Non-employer contributions allocated to the District during the period of July 1, 2018 
to June 30, 2019 was $41,822 and is recognized as revenue and expense by the District for the year ended 
December 31, 2019. 

Differences between contributions remitted to the System and the District's proportionate share are 
recognized by the System as pension expense using the straight-line amortization method over a closed 
period equal to the average of the expected remaining service lives of all employees that are provided 
with a pension through the pension plan. The resulting deferred inflow/outflow and amortization is not 
reflected in the District's amounts due to differences that could arise between contributions reported by 
the System and contributions reported by the District. 

Contribution Refunds 
Upon withdrawal from service, members not entitled to a retirement allowance may receive a refund of 
accumulated contributions. Refunds are payable ninety days after the effective date of withdrawal from 
service. 

Retirement Benefits 
Members with twelve years of creditable service may retire at age fifty-five; members with twenty years 
of service may retire at age fifty; members with twenty-five years of service may retire regardless of age, 
provided that they have been a member of this system for at least one year. The retirement allowance is 
equal to three and one-third percent of the member's average final compensation multiplied by his years 
of creditable service, not to exceed one hundred percent of his average final compensation. 

Disability Benefits 
Any member who has been officially certified as totally disabled solely as the result of injuries sustained 
in the performance of his official duties, or for any cause, provided the member has a least five years of 
creditable service and provided that the disability was incurred while the member was an active 
contributing member, is entitled to disability benefits. Any member under the age of fifty who becomes 
totally disabled will receive a disability benefit equal to 60% of final compensation for an injury received 
in the line of duty; or 75% of his accrued retirement benefit with a minimum of 25% of average salary for 
any injury received, even though not in the line of duty. Any member age fifty or older who becomes 
totally disabled from an injury sustained in the line of duty is entitled to a disability benefit equal to the 
greater of 60% of final compensation or his accrued retirement benefit. Any member age fifty or older 
who becomes totally disabled as a result of any injury, even though not in the line of duty, is entitled to a 
disability benefit equal to his accrued retirement benefit with a minimum of 25% of average salary. 
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The surviving spouse of a member who was on disability retirement at the time of death receives a benefit 
of $200 per month. When the member takes disability retirement, he may in addition take an actuarially 
reduced benefit in which case the member's surviving spouse receives 50% of the disability benefit being 
paid immediately prior to the death of the disability retiree. The retirement system may reduce benefits 
paid to a disability retiree who is also receiving workers compensation payments. 

Survivor Benefits 
Benefits are payable to survivors of a deceased member who dies and is not eligible for retirement as 
follows. If any member is killed in the line of duty and leaves a surviving eligible spouse, the spouse is 
entitled to an annual benefit equal to two-thirds of the deceased member's final compensation. If any 
member dies from a cause not in the line of duty, the surviving spouse is entitled to an annual benefit 
equal to 3% of the deceased member's average final compensation multiplied by his total years of 
creditable service; however, in no event is the annual benefit less than 40% nor more than 60% of the 
deceased member's average final compensation. 

Children of the deceased member who are under the age of eighteen years are entitled to the greater of 
$200 per month or 10% of average final compensation (not to exceed 100% of average final 
compensation) until reaching the age of eighteen or until the age of twenty-two if enrolled full-time in an 
institution of higher learning, unless the surviving child is physically handicapped or mentally retarded in 
which case the benefit is payable regardless of age. If a deceased member dies leaving no surviving 
spouse, but at least one minor child, each child is entitled to receive 40% of the deceased's average final 
compensation, not to exceed an aggregate of sixty percent of average final compensation. 

Cost of Living Adjustments 
Under the provisions of R.S. 11: 246 and 11:2260A(7), the board of trustees is authorized to grant retired 
members and widows of members who have retired an annual cost of living increase of up to 3% of their 
current benefit, and all retired members and widows who are sixty-five years of age and older a 2% 
increase in their original benefit. In order for the board to grant either of these increases the system must 
meet certain criteria detailed in the statute related to funding status and interest earnings (R.S. 11:243). In 
lieu of these cost of living adjustments ("COLA"), pursuant to R.S. 11:241, the board may also grant an 
increase in the form of "X(A+B)" where "X" is any amount up to $1 per month, and "A" is equal to the 
number of years of credited service accrued at retirement or at death of the member of retiree, and "B" is 
equal to the number of years since retirement or since death of the member or retiree to June 30^^ of the 
initial year of such increase. 

Deferred Retirement Option Plan 
In lieu of terminating employment and accepting a service retirement allowance, any member of the 
system who has at least twenty years of creditable service and who is eligible to receive a service 
retirement allowance may elect to participate in the deferred retirement option plan for up to thirty-six 
months and defer the receipt of benefits. 
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