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State of Louisiana Child Ombudsman



2025 Annual Report

Department of

Children &
Family Services
o, v, mmepn

SUMMARY DISPOSITION
1. Victim’s age & gender: 7 years old; Male
2. Victim {if previously made public): Christian Rodriguez Padilla
3. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 4/19/2025
4, Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: lefferson

5. Cause of death: Asphyxia due to suffocation and gastric aspiration; Willful neglect
of child with spastic cerebral palsy
6. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: The child victim,
who was medically complex and completely dependent on his caregivers for his
basic needs, was left home alone on his bed in his bedroom at 4:00pm. When the
mother and her live-in boyfriend returned at approximately 8:00pm, they found
the child deceased. The parents are charged with 2" degree murder and
obstruction of justice.

7. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,
including findings and services provided: The family was previously investigated
by DCFS, but was not involved in a substantiated investigation.

Version Date and Time: 6/6/2025 @ 7:23am
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Department of
 Children &
Family Services

Bullding a Stronger Loulstana
David N. Matlock, Secretary

SUMMARY DISPOSITION
1. Victim’s age & gender: 2 years; Female
2. Victim (if previously made public); Amy Bohne
3. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 1/18/2025

Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Jefferson

&

5. Cause of death: Gunshot wound

6. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: The father shot
and killed the child victim and the mother. The father also shot and wounded the
victim’s 9-year-old and 13-year-old siblings.

7. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,
including findings and services provided: N/A

Version Date and Time: 1/27/2025 @8:21am
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2025 Annual Report

Department of

Chlldren & 627 Morth 4th Street {0],225 2120250 left Landry, Governor
F 'I 5 1 Balon Rouge, LA 70802 i (F}225.342.8636 i Rebecca Harris, Secretary
am' y erVICQS . = 1 www.dcfs.la.gov "

Building a Stronger Loufsiana

SUMMARY DISPOSITION

. Victim’s age & gender: 3 month old; Male
. Victim (if previously made public): Not previously released.

. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: Date of the accepted report 05/16/2025. Date

of Death 5/18/2025. Date of medical confirmation 8/26/2025.

. Parish of child’s residence at the time of the incident: East Baton Rouge
. Cause of death: Traumatic Brain Injury

. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: While under the care

of his father, the child began exhibiting concerning symptoms and was transported to
the hospital by EMS. Additional imaging and testing were conducted, and an absence of
brain activity was confirmed. According to the media, on August 22, 2025, the father
was taken into custody and formally charged with first-degree murder.

. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,

including findings and services provided: N/A

Version Date and Time: 8/27/2025 @ 2:59 pm
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Department of

Children &
Family Services

;“}'I-Jl'f:.‘.i.?i_i{ a Stronger Lotisiana
David N. Matlack, Secretary

SUMMARY DISPOSITION
1. Victim’s age & gender: 8 year old; Male
2. Victim (if previously made public): Not previously released.
3. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 7/6/2025
4, Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Calcasieu

5. Cause of death: Traumatic brain injury secandary to suspected non-accidental
trauma.

6. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: The child
sustained a life-threatening injury in January of 2020. The father and his girlfriend
were charged, in January of 2020. As a result of the abuse, the child sustained a
traumatic brain injury, bruises, and a fracture. Because of the abuse, the child was
a quadriplegic, had developmental delays, a G-tube, and seizure disorder. The
child died from medical complications resulting from injuries sustained in 2020.

7. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,
including findings and services provided: There was a previous investigation

involving the mother in which the father was given custody of the child. The child
previously entered foster care in 2020 due to the abuse that led to his death.

Version Date and Time: 7/11/2025 @ 1:47pm
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2025 Annual Report

Department of

Children &

Family Services
Buiding a Stronger Loutsana
David N. Matlock, Secretary

SUMMARY DISPOSITION

. Victim’s age & gender: 4 months; Male

. Victim (if previously made public): Not previously released

. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 1/23/2025

. Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Calcasieu
. Cause of death: Traumatic Brain Injury

. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: Child was under

his mother’s care, along with an unrelated individual. The pair used
methamphetamines and marijuana while caring for the child. The mother left the
child with the unrelated individual and upon her return found the child screaming
and then unresponsive.

. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,

including findings and services provided: N/A

Version Date and Time: 2/21/2025 @ 3:46pm
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Department of
Children &
Family Services

Building a Stronger Louiskine
David N. Matinck, Secratary

SUMMARY DISPOSITION

1. Victim's age & gender: 3 years old; Male

2. Victim (if previously made public): Rayshawn Lard

3. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 2/13/2025

4. Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Bienville

5. Cause of death: Non-accidental trauma

6. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: According to
medical observations, the child was noted to have both old and recent bruising.
Marks were visible on his hands, wrist, feet, face, thigh, abdomen, and back.
Additionally, a laceration was noted on his ear, and swelling was present at the
back of his head.

7. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,
including findings and services provided: Rayshawn previously entered foster care
in 2022 due to reasons not related to the abuse or neglect that led to his death.

Louisiana DCFS is currently investigating this family due to allegations of child
abuse/neglect.

Version Date and Time: 3/14/2025 @ 11:00am
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2025 Annual Report

Department of

Children &

Family Services
Building @ Stronger Lovistana
David M. Matlock, Secretary

SUMMARY DISPOSITION

. Victim’s age & gender: 1 year old; Female

. Victim {if previously made public): Not previously released.
. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 1/15/2025

. Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Bienville
. Cause of death: Blunt force trauma

. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: The father was

driving intoxicated with 5 children in the car, all unrestrained. The mother and
father engaged in a domestic dispute, ultimately leading to the car crashing and
flipping over. The 1-year-old child victim was deceased at the scene of the crash.
The father was arrested and charged with vehicular homicide and six counts of
attempted 2" degree murder.

. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,

including findings and services provided: N/A

Version Date and Time: 5/23/2025 @ 10:24am
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Department of

Children &
Family Services

Bullding a Stronger Loutsiena
David N. Matlock, Secratary

SUMMARY DISPOSITION
1. Victim’s age & gender: 8 months old; Male
2. Victim (if previously made public): Sterling Rogers
3. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 3/17/2025
4. Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Washington
5. Cause of death: Prolonged Physical Abuse
6. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: The child had
multiple fractures in various stages of healing. The mother was arrested for first-

degree murder.

7. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,
including findings and services provided: N/A

Version Date and Time: 3/20/2025 @ 3:40 pm
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Department of

Children & 627 Nortn dinsuset | (012253420286 | 104 Governor
Fa mi |y Servlces Baton Rouge, LA 70802 | el ta gm:r | Rebacca Harris, Secretary

Building a Stronger Louisiana

SUMMARY DISPOSITION

Victim’s age and gender: 2 month old female

Victim (if previously made public):

Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 10/25/2025

Parish of child’s residence at the time of the incident: St. Landry

Cause of death: Preliminary autopsy indicates cause of death is due to spinal damage
and other injuries.

. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: Child was found

unresponsive by her parents. There were no outward observable injuries to the child
at time of death, so no concern was noted for abuse/neglect until an autopsy was
performed and revealed significant injuries.

. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,

including findings and services provided: The mother was a victim in an investigation
on 12/1/2017 with allegations of dependency with a disposition of unsubstantiated.
Collaterals indicate the mother entered foster care in Alabama and records have been
requested.

Version Date and Time:

2025 Annual Report
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M Department of
Children &

Family Services
Building a Stronger Louisiana

David N. Matlock, Secretary

SUMMARY DISPOSITION

1. Victim’s age & gender: 0 (newborn); Male

2. Victim (if previously made public): Not previously released.

3. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 2/12/2025

4. Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Union

5. Cause of death: On 5/29/25, Forensic Pathologist determined the cause of death
to be Acute Respiratory Failure due to Near Drowning in Toilet Bowl, with multiple
congenital malformations being a contributing factor.

6. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: The mother
reported being unaware that she was pregnant. She gave birth to the child at
home in the bathrocom. When EMS arrived, they observed the infant lodged in the
toilet. The infant’s umbilical cord was completely white, indicating he had been

under water between 20 to 40 minutes.

7. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,
including findings and services provided: N/A

Version Date and Time: 6/20/2025 @ 7:25am
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Department of

- _ChIId re'n & 627 North 4th Street :;‘: 222255;:3;’;?2 Jeff Landry, Governaor
Fa mlly Se r\”ces Baton Rouge, LA 70802 w‘;“w d éf 4 .a' gov | Rebecca Harris, Secretary

Building a Stronger Louisiana

SUMMARY DISPOSITION

. Victim’s age & gender: 6-year-old; male and 12-year-old; male
. Victim (if previously made public): Not previously released.

. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 6/5/25

. Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: Terrebonne

. Cause of death: 6-year-old male: Polytrauma with significant devastating traumatic

brain injury; 12-year-old male: Aortic Transection; Motor Vehicle Accident

. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: The mother was driving

with her 3 children unrestrained in the vehicle while under the influence. Standard
toxicology samples collected revealed that the mother’s Blood Alcohol Concentration
was over the legal limit at the time of the crash. The children’s deaths were medically
determined to be a direct result of the accident. The mother was arrested and charged
with LA RS 14:32.1 - Vehicular Homicide {two counts), LA RS 14:39.2 — First Degree
Vehicular Negligent Injuring (one count), LA RS 32:295 — No Child Restraints (three
counts), LA RS 32:295.1 - No Seat Belt (one count), and LA RS 32:104 — Failure to Yield
While Turning Left (one count).

. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,

including findings and services provided: N/A

Version Date and Time: 8/5/2025 @ 2:15 pm
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Department of

‘ |
Children & 627 North 4th Strest ; Qg gie foed

boey i Jeff Landry, Governor
Family Services Baton Rouge, LA 70802 L ??dscseggiaﬁ | Rebecca Harris, Secretary

Building a Stronger Lowisiana

SUMMARY DISPOSITION
1. Victim’s age & gender: 4 years old; female
2. Victim (if previously made public): Janna Haynes
3. Date of fatality or near-fatality incident: 10/23/25
4, Parish of child’s residence at the time of incident: St, Tammany

5. Cause of death: Preliminary cause of death is Acute Respiratory Failure secondary to
blunt force trauma to the head. The official coroner’s report is pending.

6. Circumstances surrounding the death or near-fatality incident: Janna Haynes (age 4)
was transported to St. Tammany Parish Hospital Emergency Room by EMS with her
mother and Law Enforcement. It was reported that her 21-year-old brother slammed the
child’s face into the ground. The child sustained significant facial trauma. The child
was life-flighted to Manning Family Children’s Hospital in New Orleans. Once she
arrived, she was diagnosed with rib fractures, facial fractures, subdural hematomas and
intracranial injuries. The child succumbed to her injuries at 7:28 AM on October 23,
2025. The 21 year old brother was arrested on October 23, 2025 and booked into the St.
Tammany Parish Jail and charged with First Degree Murder and Resisting an Officer By
Refusing to Identify.

7. Prior abuse or neglect investigations that are pertinent to fatality/near fatality,
including findings and services provided: None

Version Date and Time: 8/5/2025 @ 2:15 pm
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APPENDIX B

Reports and Investigations Data provided by DCFS

Reports/Investigations of Abuse or Neglect CY 2025
*Please note that this is a count of reports. There may be more than 1 potential victim in each report.
Reports are calls/contacts Louisiana received of potential abuse or neglect.
Investigations are a count of those calls that met the criteria to conduct an investigation.

WORKER REGION WORKER OFFICE REPORTS INVESTIGATIONS
CW JEFFERSON - EAST BANK /ST. BERNARD 23 5
CW Region 1 Greater New Orleans CW JEFFERSCN - WEST BANK / PLAQUEMINES 5,889 1,942
CW ORLEANS 5,183 2,177
CW EAST BATON ROUGE 5,409 2,371
CW Region 2 Baton Rouge CW EAST FELICIANA / WEST FELICIANA 249 119
CW IBERVILLE / WEST BATON ROUGE 627 262
CW POINTE COUPEE 244 108
CW LIVINGSTON 1,941 834
W Resion 3 Covifigton CW ST. TAMMANY 2,877 1,062
CW TANGIPAHOA / ST. HELENA 1,864 852
CW WASHINGTON 745 315
CW ASCENSION 1,239 504
CW ASSUMPTION 157 81
CW Region 4 Thibodaux CW LAFOURCHE 979 443
CW ST. JOHN / ST. CHARLES / ST. JAMES 1,067 461
CW TERREBONNE 1,144 468
CW ACADIA 753 265
CW EVANGELINE 404 188
CW IBERIA 800 359
CW Region 5 Lafayette CW LAFAYETTE 2,612 1,094
CW ST. LANDRY 1,021 442
CW ST. MARTIN 450 188
CW ST. MARY 509 217
CW VERMILION 633 258
CW ALLEN 263 133
CW Region 6 Lake Charles W BEALIREGARE £ 16
CW CALCASIEU / CAMERON 2,641 1,211
CW JEFFERSCN DAVIS 366 162
CW AVOYELLES 575 260
CW CATAHOULA / LASALLE 262 109
CW CONCORDIA 219 105
CW Region 7 Alexandria CW GRANT 239 111
CW RAPIDES 2,003 971
CW VERNON 568 292
CW WINN 134 66
CW BOSSIER 1,593 690
CW CADDO 2,765 1,237
CW Region 8 Shreveport CW DESOTO 325 138
CW NATCHITOCHES / RED RIVER 430 206
CW SABINE 292 138
CW WEBSTER / BIENVILLE / CLAIBORNE / JACKSON 919 419
CW EAST CARRCLL 42 19
CW FRANKLIN 190 81
CW LINCOLN 412 183
CW MADISON / TENSAS 132 64
CW Region 9 Monroe CW MOREHOUSE 304 156
CW OUACHITA / CALDWELL 2,470 1,153
CW RICHLAND 194 102
CW UNION 209 99
CW WEST CARROLL 117 51
State Total 54,858 23,347

* Data extracted 1/5/2026.

"Intakes Report - CASA" and "Investigations Received - CASA" ACESS 2.0 report
2025 Annual Report
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APPENDIX C

Family Placement Data Provided by DCFS

FC Relative vs Non Relative Placements CY 2025

% of FC Placed % of FC Placed % of FC Placed % of FC Placed
Date Total FC Certifed Relative,| wi_tl? Certifie_cl Non .with No‘n (r‘.ertif.ied withA Non Certifed with . Non H_ome % of FC in a‘Non
Placements Certified Relatives Certified Non Fictive Kin Non Certified Relative Non Certifed Setting Home Setting
Relative Relative Fictive Kin Relative
3/31/2025 4,269 813 19.04% 1,640 38.42% 140 3.28% 836 19.58% 840 19.68%
6/30/2025 4,309 817 18.96% 1,662 38.57% 151 3.50% 808 18.75% 871 20.21%
9/30/2025 4,311 826 19.16% 1,712 39.71% 149 3.46% 759 17.61% 865 20.06%
12/31/2025 4,337 837 19.30% 1,739 40.10% 148 3.41% 750 17.29% 863 19.90%
Placement Type and Days in placement for FC in Care 3/31/2025
Days in placement
Placement Type 01-07 Days 08-30 Days 31-90 Days Over 90 Days Total
Certifed Relative Placements 15 75 183 540 813
Certified Non Relatives 58 165 402 1,015 1,640
Non Certified Fictive Kin 7 17 48 68 140
Non Certified Relative 82 120 249 385 836
Non Home Setting 54 152 252 382 840
Total 216 529 1,134 2,390 4,269
Placement Type and Days in placement for FC in Care 6/30/2025
Days in placement
Placement Type 01-07 Days 08-30 Days 31-90 Days Over 90 Days Total
Certifed Relative Placements 31 106 170 510 817
Certified Non Relatives 96 156 346 1,064 1,662
Non Certified Fictive Kin 15 30 55 51 151
Non Certified Relative 45 122 248 393 808
Non Home Setting 56 138 214 463 871
Total 243 562 1,033 2,481 4,309
Placement Type and Days in placement for FC in Care 9/30/2025
Days in placement
Placement Type 01-07 Days 08-30 Days 31-90 Days Over 90 Days Total
Certifed Relative Placements 30 113 200 483 826
Certified Non Relatives 84 208 414 1,006 1,712
Non Certified Fictive Kin 5 25 64 55 149
Non Certified Relative 49 137 218 355 759
Non Home Setting 77 178 204 406 865
Total 245 661 1,100 2,305 4,311
Placement Type and Days in placement for FC in Care 12/31/2025
Days in placement
Placement Type 01-07 Days 08-30 Days 31-90 Days Over 90 Days Total
Certifed Relative Placements 1 56 190 590 837
Certified Non Relatives 24 132 421 1,162 1,739
Non Certified Fictive Kin 2 24 54 68 148
Non Certified Relative 5 131 220 394 750
Non Home Setting 16 141 273 433 863
Total 48 484 1,158 2,647 4,337

2025 Annual Report
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APPENDIX D

Key Terms and Definitions

Parent representation - Complaint concerning attorney’s representation of the parent.
Child representation - Complaint concerning attorney’s representation of the child.

Lack of Services - Agency has failed to provide services in accordance with child’s
needs, or school is unable to provide services recommended in child’s evaluation.

Case Plan Deficiency - The case plan does not adequately address the issues that led
to the child’s removal. The case plan includes unnecessary or unrelated requirements
that prolong the parent’s ability to complete it without addressing their actual needs.

Misinformation provided by DCFS case worker - Worker provides information that is
misleading or untrue, impacting the case or services. Examples:

a. Case worker tells grandparents they will be able to get foster parent stipends for
the children placed with them prior to becoming certified foster parents.

b. Case worker states something that is untrue in the verified complaint.

Insufficient Information provided by DCFS case worker - Worker fails to give
sufficient information for a party to obtain a service they need or accomplish
requirements of their case plan. Examples:

a. Worker tells parents they need to attend parenting classes but fails to give them
information on how to do so.

b. Agency fails to provide timely notice regarding case updates, supervised Visits,
family team meetings, or other critical matters affecting the child or involved
parties.

c. Agency fails to notify a caregiver of a finding.

Notice - Failure of an agency to properly notify a party about an issue, a policy, or a
right.

Dilatory referrals by DCFS case worker - Case worker does not provide referrals in
a timely manner, delaying parties’ ability to obtain services or complete case plan
requirements.
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Child Find/Evaluations - Concerns regarding parent requests for an evaluation or
district recommendations for evaluations to determine eligibility for services under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act. Parents or guardians may express concern or opposition to the findings,
conclusions, or eligibility determinations made during the evaluation process. Parents
and guardians may also express concerns when a district does not deem an evaluation
necessary.

Education Plan Implementation - Concerns regarding the implementation and
adequacy of educational services in situations in which a child is not receiving
required services or accommodations, progress toward Individual Education Program
(IEP) goals is insufficient or not communicated, or parents disagree with the current
placement or seek changes, including the addition of new services to better meet the
child’s needs.

CCAP - The Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) is a program that assists eligible
families with paying for childcare while they are working, participating in training, or
attending school. Concerns arise when a family’s case is closed in error or the childcare
facility is not receiving payments in a timely manner, which may prevent a child from
attending daycare.

Discipline - Concern that a student is being disciplined in a manner believed to be
inappropriate or excessive. The concern may involve repeated punitive actions, lack of
communication about disciplinary measures, or consequences that appear inconsistent
with school policy. The reporting party requests a review to ensure the students’

rights are being respected and that disciplinary practices are fair, reasonable, and in
accordance with established guidelines.

Special Education - Concerns regarding district programs that support students with
disabilities. Concerns may include teacher training, certification status, and inaccurate
student records.

Athletics - Situations in which a student is restricted, excluded, or unable to fully
participate in school-based sports or physical activities due to eligibility decisions,
lack of appropriate accommodations, medical or disability-related needs, or disputes
regarding access and inclusion.

Child Safety - Child safety concerns refer to situations in which a student’s physical or
emotional well-being may be at risk within the school environment, including incidents
of injury, elopement from campus, alleged bullying, inappropriate use of physical
restraint or discipline, or any event resulting in harm such as bruises, cuts, or other
injuries.

Lack of communication by DCFS case worker - Worker does not return telephone
calls or respond to any other forms of communication.

Lack of communication by OJJ case worker - Worker does not return telephone calls
or respond to any other forms of communication.

State of Louisiana Child Ombudsman
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24,

25.

Lack of communication by LDH case worker - Worker does not return telephone calls
or respond to any other forms of communication.

Policy Concern - Complainant or LCO staff identifies a specific policy relevant to the
case that is potentially not being followed.

Sibling Separation - Failure to place siblings in DCFS custody together.

Relative Placement - Failure to place child in DCFS custody with available relative,
including fictive kin.

Unprofessional Behavior of Worker - Worker engaged in behavior that was
unprofessional.

Failure to place child after discharge from mental health facility - Failure to request
that a child be taken into DCFS custody after being abandoned at a hospital or failure
to secure an appropriate placement for a child in DCFS custody upon discharge from a
mental health facility.

Child Treatment in Placement - Concerns about how a child is being cared for while
living in a placement managed or overseen by a state agency.

ICPC - Delays, miscommunication, or failures in coordination between Louisiana and
other states regarding ICPC procedures.
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